Sketch of the Brothertown
Indians

By Thomas Commuck

Maworwszrer, Wis, Angust 224, 1836,
Lyusaw Q. Draree, Eag, Qor. Sec. Sinte Hisforicel Sociely.
Wiaconsin:

Bre —My means of furnishing interesting Information, euch
88 would be acceptzble to the State Historiesl Society of Wis-
sonzin, being exfremelv limited, I heve thought thet it would
not be whelly oninterseting to give & small aketch of the
Brothertown Indians, who, as you probebly are well aware, are
now enjoying all the rights, privileges, and immwmities of eiti-
zenship, and who now, are a part and peree] of that heteroge
veous mess of hvman beings, of elmost “all nations, tenguee,
and kindred,” who bave heppily choeen Wiscomein as thedre
“Homae, Sweet Homa ™ and although the sketch may comtwin
many grarosirical errors (the writer never having stndied that
branch of English edueation}, atill, it is hoped, that you will
be able to somprehend it

Tt i3 » well known fact in American history, that at the time
of the landing of the Pilprim Fathers at Plymouth Kock, there
werp several powerful Indian tribes inhabiting the Atlanfie
poazt in the state of AMassachusetts, Rhode Yeland, Conneeti-
cuty and New York  Ii is equally well kmown, that fieres and
bloody wars were waged and carried on belween the whites and
gatd tribes, yntil the latter became nearly axtinet, and those who
survived were se ermshed in epirit as to exeite no fear, and ga
liftle notice or interest in the public mind atthet time. And as
the country grew up and incressed in the number, wealth and
enterprise of their civilized and christianized comguerors, the
emall snd scattered rempants of those omce powerful tribes,
sgnk in a corresponding degree imio irsignificance, and soarve
received & passing noties amidst the mighty wach snd bustle
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consequent upom, the planting snd consolideting a mighty Tte
public; and even at the present time, it is perhaps thought by
thouzands of American born eitizens, that some, if not all, of
the aforessid tribes, have become now entirely extinet—if not,
they ask, Where are they? The snawer to this question forms
the suhjact of this latter.

Bome time in the year 17—, I am uunabls to give the precize
date, but it wes many years after the tribes above epoken of
wara conquered and dispersed, some here and somp there, an
Indign by the name of David Fowler, of the Montauk tribe,
who lived on the esest end of Loong Islend, having aequired a
tolerable Englich education, took s tour inte the interior of the
State of Wew York® TFortunately, he fell in with a large and
powerful txibe of his “Red Brethren,” ealled the “Oneidae,”
the prineipal chief of whom, finding that Fowler posssased 2
good degree of the “book learning” and other useful knowl-
edge of the “‘pale faces,” kindly invited him to set up his
lodge, and resi among them, awhile; and in the meantime to
open a sehool for educating the children of the Nation To
this proposition, Fowler consented, and remained asmong
ther & year or eighteen months; during this time the chief
made many enguiries relative to his red brethren in the East
particularly of the following tribes, to wit:—Narragonsstis,
Poguols, Montauks, B oheguns, Nahonticks, and another tribe
whe were eelled Farninglon Indians, whet thelr Indian nema
wag is unlmewn. Fowler gave a trus statement of the fallen

*This Bzt visit of David Fowlar to the Omeldss wamr Im Juma, 1761,
and continoed H1l the smening Augvat, when ha retuerned to the white
gottlements, haring in cherge three Mohawk youth, one of whom was ths
Tameua Jopeph Bragt, to be educatad at Wheelock's Indlan School. Fow-
lar bl emtered *hly 2ehool at Labenon, abont 2758 and after hils refurn
from the Oneidas and Mehawke, 1o 1761, ceatioued his studies; and in
Mazch, 1765, was approved as an Jodlan teachar, and sst oot for the
Omnelda Mation on tha 20th of April following. Hé at ones eormtaenced
his Todiag Sehool at Canajoharle; Tt & fawiina which vialted Western
New York thin year, ohllged the Cneldas to remocve i aearch of fogd to
annther gearter, and Fowler returned to New Englind for turther afd,
"Ye haves Do mesne,” says D O'Calleghan, "o following np the oo
malnder of hls carssr, ot he 1o statad to heve been alive in 18T, st
Ouelds, an indvestrioue farmer ad ussfol mwan.”  Bes Whesleol's Indien
Warrative off 1T68; aond Doe, Hist. of N. ¥, 7ol iv—L. C. IL
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and degraded comdition of those tribes, end ended by imtima-
ting, that unless they soon emigrated to some more friendly
clime, where they would bo more free from the cobtaminating
influence, and evil example, ete, of their white brethren, nd
be farther remwved from that great destroyer, worst of all,
“Fire-Water,” they wonld beenme wholly extinet. The Oneida
chief listeped with deep emofien to the pitifnl, yet truthful tale,
of the many wrongs and oppressicns, insults snd strategems,
that had, from time to time, been unapsringly practiced npon
them, and saw ef omee, that not 2 gliromering beaml of hope
shone along their pathway, to cheer their gloomy condition, and
beckon them onwards to & prospect of a brighter futurs; and
al the cloee of the nerrative, verv gepercusly gave to Mr.
Fowler, for the benefit of his eastern brethren, a ierjr valuable
tract of land, shoui twelve miles square, situated fourteen
miles south of where the city of Uties, N. Y., pow stunds; at
the time instructing him to return without a moments delay, to
hiz own triba, and spread the glad news among the other tribew,
snd endeavor o prevarl op as many as passible, from each tribe,
b emigrste as aoon 28 eonvendent, and take possession of the
pamg, Lheze instructicns Mr, Howler carmied ol aod in duoe
crurde of time, 2 fow from each of said tribes smigratad and
took possesaion of the traot, and comvmnenced a settlement: nd
in eonsequence of the good wishes, and kind and Trotherly feel-
ings that actuated and bound them together, they wnanimensly
coneludad to eall the new settlement by the pame of Brother
town, and thus a new Nation sprang into exdistence, phenixlike,
From the ashes {if T may so call it), of six diffarent trihes, and
they were aver aftar, while they remnained in the State of New
York, known a3 the Brothertown tribe of Indians,
Here, sir, I might lenve them, and let it be again supposed
that they had become extinet; but the faet that the writer
‘hereof {who iz a Narragansett), united them in 1825, and
has continned with them until the present time, he trnsts will
be deemued a sufficient apelogy, if he feels inclined to sontine
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their history to the present time, after their settlemant in their
new home gs aforesaid.  Their pale-faced brethren began, after
gwhile, to eettle among them, worked some of their land om
shares, soma loased the lands for o term of years, and, in some
ingtances, for the extraordinary term of nineiy-nine years; end
at their own risk, commenced making valnshle Improvements,
both in clearing the lands snd erecting buildinge. It will
readily be perceived, that such s procedure wonld, in process
of time, lead to difffoultfes and perplezities, As might have
been aexpecied, the white men refused to leave the soil until they
had peceived ample, and, in some inctances, extortionate, swms
of money, as indemnity for their Improvements, Finally sach
otrifa and contention grew out of thie state of affairs, thai the
parties found it mecessary to apply tr the Government of the
Btate of New York, to adjust their diffienlties. Omn emamina.
tiom, the Tegdslature found the case so eomplex, and the claimes
of each party snch, that equel jostice could nwt be meted out o
each in any other manner than to divide the whole tract of land
into two equal parts. The Indians were them sllowed to choose
ime part, and all the whites whe were found residing on such
part, were forthwith requirad to leavs, and seftls on ths other
Lalf of tha town or tract, and all the Indisns who were found
reslding on the lastmentioned half, were required to remove
on 40 the firs-chosen part.  The part on which the whites now
found thamselvas, wae then thrown into marlet, and the momey
arising fromw the sale thereof, wea deposited in the Treasury of
tha State of New York, for the beneflt of the Brothertown In-
diapa. Ii will te borne in mind, howerer, that the whilke weze
first indemmifid for their improverments, oub of ssid money,
when the Brothertowns drew the intarest on the remainder, an-
nwally, until the year 1841, when they petitioned end drew out
the principal, ahout $20,000,

Aftar their diffenltion were adjusted by the Lagislature, 23
aforesaid, the whites snd Brothertowns lived ea neighbors, and
traffickced together in peace and harmony for several years; and
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the Lagislabuwre passed several nots which were intended as a
eafeguard to their rights and property. This code had its de-
gired offect for & while, but at length the genios of the ever-
Testless pale-face discovered flaws in said cods, of which they
took advantdge, and Immediately commenced irespassing, by
cutting and carrying away much valuable timber. This, of
course, led to much litigation, which, in the end, was almost
sure to prove disastrons to the poor Indian; for the white man
enuld carry ewey fifty or 4 hundred dellars worth of timber,
and when sued, the Todian would obtain a sixpenny Judgment
sgalnst him.  Apd, sven if apything like & Tighteous Judgment
waa obteined, the trespasser would carry the suit up, and thus
again the Indian wonld, in the end, muke & losing business, in
the shape of lawvers’ feey. Added to oI} of thess disconrage
mients, intemperance began to provail, to an alarmung enchemd,
smong the Nation, What was to be donaf Annjhilation be-
#an again to stave them in the face, 2a it had formerly dome
on the Atlantic coast. Onoce more the subject of sealong ont a
new home n the Far Weat, was agitated and fairly discussed,
and, after the most mature deliberation, the Brothertowns con-
eluded to send delegates io treat with somw of thei» red breth-
ren of the West, for a portion of their lands,  An atherapt wes
firt made in Indiane, which failed, thongh two or three indi-
viduals seeceeded in obtaining s helf seetion of land each, by a
clause in the treaty with the Delawares in 1818, These indi-
vidual tracta were eold by the parties, by consent of the Presi-
dent of the United States, but uofortonately for the purohasers,
and thair suocessors, the heirs of seid Indisns who obtained and
s0ld said helf sections, discovered, a few years ago, that there
wea some want of legality in the purchese by the whites, and
the said heirs-at-law set up a elaim to the said lands, apd the
question is now at izaue between them and the whites, who ar
in possession, 2nd who will probably finally triumph

Abomt the same time shove spoken of, the Stockbridpe
Munsee, Seneca, Tuscarors, and Omneida tribes were negotia-
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ting a treaty, by consent of the President of the Tritad States,
with the Menomonee, Winnebago, and other tribes who owned
the eountry at and arovnd Green Bay., They suacesded In
making a purchase of & large tract of land, and partly paid for
it, but unfortunataly they wers likely to fall in being able to
pay up the last installment; snd, at this eritice]l juneture, the
Brothtertowns, who had also sent delegefes o Groen Bay to
obtain lands, were told by the Stockhridges, Mumeees, &e.,
that of they wonld advance money to pay up the lagt installment,
thoy shonld becorme equal ¢wners in the whols purchaze. This
the Brothertowns did, and omce mors fondly began to anticipzte
an end to all their diffienlties and perplexities. This, I beliave,
wes in 1827, This treaty wae ratified by the President, and
Benate of the United States; but by the interfersnos of cer-
tnin prominent snd self-interested individuals, whe resided at
Green Bay, and who were aided by the inflnence of cartain Gov-
arornent officials, the seversl tribea eomcermed came wery newr
being cheated out of their purchare. It would be tediows to
go into all the partienlars of this nefarious and scandalous at-
temnpt.  Sulfice it to say, that after the most strennous exartions
-of the tribes, frerm year to year, which was nocesaarily aceom-
panied with the expenditore of large sums of memey, doring a
course of some ten or twelve years, they at lsst smeceedsd in
seruring, each, 8 smell reservation. By this final adjostment,
the Brothertowns obtained one township of land, eight miles
long by four miles wide, on the gast sidet of Winnebage Lake;
and this ir lisw of 2 traet thirty by twelve miles square, which
they in justice and equity ought to have had. As early a0
1831, four familiez of the Brotheriowns emigrated from the
State of New York, and took prssession of what they justly
eonsidared their lands, and remained thers until the fing) settla-
tment of their difficuliies. The whole tribe then amigrated in w
very few years, and comanenced clearing wp farms, in the dense
forest, which eovered their whele iovmship. Hawing no lawe
which they oculd emforee, for the protaction of their lives and
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property, and having, in all their ways, manner of living, ap-
peetance in dress, and epeech (not having spoken or lmown
anything of their own tongne for cue hundred years), become
perfectly sssimilated to their white brethren, they concluded to
petition Oomgrese for citizenship. Their prayer was granted,
and an act wae pessed for their henefif, on the third day of
Mearch, A. D, 1829. From that time they bave lived umder
the lawa of the State, have officers of their own in most cases,
and have sent three of their own men as members of the Legis-
latore, to-wit: Wiliam Fowlar, Afonze 1. Dick, end W.
H. Dick. These men are noted in cne of the volumes of Gen.
Smith’s History of Wiseonsin, 88 being “Stockhridge Indi-
sne;” but this is a palpable mistaks, as they were all three
Brotbertown Indians, It is to he hoped that thiz error will be
correctad in futore editions of this work.

indian Words of the Narragansett Trlbe

Snele-wich, ......... Come in

Wequasen, ......... How do you do, or good miorning:
Much-a-chucks, ...... Boy.

Taw-brbmea, «.v06040 Thenk yom.

Cheeboy, .......... Devil, ot Evil Spirit.

Quetthunle, ........ A ptick to poke the fire with.

The abova words ere all T know of the language of my tribe.
I em now nearly 52 years of age. They were tanght me by my
grandraother when I was a little boy. She died in 1825, aged
24 vears, Theso words were tanght her, by her mother, whens
she (my grandmother), was a Iittle gitl, You may judge from
this how long it must ba sines the Brothertowns used their na-
Hive tongua.

A fow more words snd I will alose this already to¢ long sore-
muniestion. Here, then, are the Brothertown Indians on the
sast side of Winnebage Lake, in Calumet County, trying to
imitata onr white brethren in all things sxeept their viess.——
Bere wo have taken our lagt stand, as it were, and are resolved
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to meet manfully, that overwhelming tide of fate, which seema
destined, in a few short years, to sweep the Red Man from the
faca of existanee. The thought iz a sad and gloomy one, but
the fiat seems o heve gone forth, and ws must submit. Al
ready has intermarriage with the whites 20 changed the Broth-
ertowne, in complexion, that three-quarters of them would be
readily ocomsidered as white, were they where not knows,
and in another ganeration our Indian Blved will probably be-
aomwe so invermixed with the general mass of mankind, that if
the inquiry ia mads, Where sre the Brothertovm Indians? echo
will enswar, Where?

Thus, Sir, 1 have endeavored to give » {rue outline, or
shetch, detailing who the Brothertown Indiane are, which I re-
apectfnlly dedicate to the State Historical Society. If it shall
be deemed worthy of scceptance, happy shall T ba. But if it
ghall be deemad worthy only of the flames, let it he so; even
in that case, I shall have one consolation—that I have contrib-
uted gll that lay in my power.

T have the honor to subseribe myeelf,
Yours most respectfnliy,
Teouss Coraaror.*

*Poor Jommuck! Tha following winter after penning the preaceding
wketch, be was drowned, through & hele in the ice, near his reaidencs, n
Caleioet County — whether by ascldent or deslgn, is oot known,  Io tha
15t vol. of Wrs. Hirl. Colle, {8 A hrlal Bkefek of Jaiuwest Joundy, from
hlg pan. Hwe wax & tine friend of the Tiatorieal Hociety; and had he
Ured a faw voara longar, ha would donbtlesa have contributad additdonel
papara of higtorle fntarest. Fiz love for preserving the history of ki
peopla should shame meny & white man whose opportnnitles have ieen
far greater, bzt whoes comtributions have heen —--— pothing—TI. C. D.



The Stockbridges

By Rev. Cutting Marsh

WaUracs, Waupaca County, March 25th, 1857.
To the Hon, Leraw O Drarex, Oor. Jee. Hislorical Sociely,

Wes, :

Drar Bm:—1I1 have received a communigation from a young
man belonging to the Stockbridge Indiane, eontaining some
wcoount of two of thedr most disfingviched men. Ome now
mrvives, John Metoxem, but the other, J. W. Quinney, is
dead. I think he died in 1853. T send you alse the Albany
Free-Holder, of Fuly 12, 1854, which contaivs » speech of John
W. Quinney, snd which, 1 presume was the last public
epeech ha ever made.  Tinlike most spesches of the kind made
by white mex and pot inte the Indisns’ mouths, T helisve that
Fou may rely npon this as bemg Quinmey’s alone. I kmow
that it ie his style, he was capzbla of malhing mich a spesch,
and no ona in the nation. was aqually well acquaintad with their
treditions as he was.

Tevi Eonkapot, the writer of the commmumication I send, is
a Btockbridge Indian, and hss seceived & very good English
odueation, and possesses, nefurally, a pretty strong mind.
From years acquaintance with both Matoxan and Quimmey, T
belisve that Eeovkapet doez not hold thesa men he has s
grephically describad, in too high esstimation. Quinnsy was
ungquestionaily a man of superior talents, end had a very good
comnon education; and provided he conld have had the oppor-
tunity, he wonld have made » statesman of the highest order
His deseription of Metoxen is also true, and T regrast that 1
have not the meane at hand of giving a more full aseount of his
early history. KEoenkapot has furniched me with only a part
of the informeiion ¥ desire, and if he furnishes more, I shall

20 —iv. [ 295 ]
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write yor again hereafter. T send you his communication and
the speech, besause the tims iz eo near in which vou wish to
publish, that T theught it not expedient te wait lenger.

I have read with considerable csre, Mr. Ellis' pager in tha
Second Annus]l Report. With mneh that Mr, Ellis mentions,
T was personally Jmowing 1o, end in the midst of the affairs
when they transpired. So fer as my recollection serves me,
his statements may ba relied upon

There is ome thing, however, that is mentioned iu a nete on
page 43¢, of the 2d Vol Hisi. Colls., with which T am dis-
posed to differ. Tt Ja there stated that Dr. Morse first origi-
nsted the plan or idea of the Stockbridges removing to Green
Bay. O Mefoxen frequently told me, that ower a hundred
years apo o delegation from their nation visited the Sacs and
Foxes when they resided at Green Bey; and that their grand-
¢hildren (the Bacs, §=.), invited them to come and settle down
with thesr then, and as an inducement thay said they “wounld
give them beaver-sking for their bed. ™

As 3 chojoe present, the Sacs and Fozes sent their Grand-
father (2 term which they apply to the Stockbridges to this
day) a lerge piece of red pipe-stoue, #8 large ss one man
eould carry. “Ever ginee,” ssid the aged Metoxen, “we have
kept this in mind.” Ha said that their leagne of friendship with
the Bacs apd Fozea was formed when the former resided in
Canada. Ever since the chein of friendship hes been kept
bright. That covenant was renewed during the Sec war of
1832. The letter heard that their Grandfather was going to
sbrike them (in Tndian parlance), and they sent a delegation, it
geems, on purpose to kpow if that wae the case. They {the
Stockbridges) mssured them it was not so. The covenant of
peace and friendship wes then renewed, and the delegation
retnrned. '

But, Sir, T canmot review the scenes with which I have been
conversant, and the whole histery of the transactions of Gov-
erpment sgents with the New York Indians, ez they have
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releted them, time and again, without the deepest pain. I am
ashamad of my conntry; I wounld fain draw tha veil of eter-
nel oblivion over them, if T could. I resided with the Btocdk-
bridges for the most part of the time from May 1st, 1880, to
the fall of 15848, an & missionary, and cannot et foel a strong
eympathy for them.
Yonrs, vary truly,
OUTTING MARSH.






The Last of the Mohicans

By Levi Konkapot, Jr.

SrooEnrroer, Wis, March 8th, 1887,
To Rev. Clatting Mersh:

Reverend Sir—Your letter of Febrnary 24ih last, I received
& short time since, in which you expressed an earnest desire for
8 brief historical notice of gur tribe, or at least of euch of onr
leading mem w9 were actively employed in rempving our
poople to this Bmbe. I will endeavor to comply with your
Tequest 20 far as may be comsistent with my duties, and will
comtent miyself at present with noticee of one or two of oar
head men, leaving other details commected with our tribe, o
pome fotore opportonity. I herswith send you 2 copy of the
Albany Froe-Holder, containing s spesch, delivered s few yourm
£go by John W. Quinney, at Reidwille, H. Y.

Jehe Metoxen, was born 2t Stockbridge, Mrasachusetis, in
1770, and consequently must now he ahout eighty-seven years
of age. He receivad his education at Bethlshem, Permaylva-
nis, among the Moraviens. Befora finishing his stndies, Mr.
Meatoxen waa celled from homs to aseist his tribe in businoes
st New Stockbridge, N. Y., whither they had emiprated.
Eunnnfterhm:etum,hewasmphyeﬂhyhmpmplaum
interpreter, in whish capadity ha continned to act waiil & fow
years ago, when he was induead by age and varions other air-
enmgtances, to abandon his post John W. Quinney snd
Bolomon TJ. Hendrick heing the master spirits and champions
of the humane poliay of ramoving their peopla to Green Bay,
i ordér o gvoid the vices and growing disaipation: incident to
civilized society now crowding uwpon them, condusted a por-
tion of them thither, while Jobn Metoxen and Austin F.
Quinney were also the leading men of s band conducted to

[ 803]
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Whita Bfiver, iu the State of Indisna, Having discovered that
the lands anticipmted at White River had been scld, they re-
moved North-west, and joined their Brethrem at Btateaburgh,
near Green Bay, in this State,

Pravious to the arrival of the Rev, Mr. Miner as mission-
ary, Mr. Mefoxen was in tha hebit, ag his wife relates, of
offictating 2a a religions teacher amwmy the {ribe, when they
had good meetings, and were muck engaged in religion. Adfter
the arrival of Mr. Miner, snd during your own labors a3 a
missionsry, Mr. Metoren was the only reliable man that epnld
ba resorted Lo e a correct and flnent interpreter. Dhring the
lust fow years he has been of great service in giving testimouy
to events connactad with olden times,

Mz, Metoxen hes tsken an setive part in the aivil axmd
political affairs of his tribke Especially during our unfortu-
pate dieputes from 1848 to 1848, between the citizen and
Indian parties, he occupied a distinguished p&alt-mn by lend-
ing hig whole inflience to the Indizn party.

When younz, Mr Meloxen was 2 man of great bodily
#hrength, end owing to meny hard-fought personal conflicts, in
which he had been engaged he wey commwnly styled the
“Btockbridge ully.”

Az an interpreter, the siyle of Mr. Metoxen was that of
clsssia harmony and beanty. I am daelighted with the Oneida
languege, a8 spoken by Danial Tread, although to me min-
telligible; and ¥ am plessed with the style of Washington
Irving of your own tongue; but I have aleo been frequently
entertyined in listening to the clessic beauty and force, as wb
fored by Jobm Metoxen, of the lampmege of the Mnh-he-con-
hews, whether delivered around the ecouncilfires of the Nation,
or within the saered walls of the sanctuary. In couneil, his
Bpecches are generally listened to with deep abtention amd inm-
terest, and his opimions wers regarded as important.

But “the old man eloguent” is now gilemt By the influence
of zickness, infirmity and ald age, he soama to take but little
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interest in the affaire of the Nation, or even in passing scencs
and events, however thrilling. Hi: memary is impaired, and
be says he has forgotbem a great many thinge. Ha, however,
answers questions as far as he iz sble. He appears to take
delight in being reminded of events connected with the exeit-
ing daye of his vigorous manly youth—of daye long sinea
passed away. He iz evidently drawing toward the slose of
morte! existence. He is reedy almost to commmence that jour-
ney whenee no traveller returnz. He is toltering on the brink
of that grave which js meady with its yawning pnlf to envelope
him . See! There he goea from his coveh to his chair; then
from his chair to his couch. Taks oars, frimds!l—hold, hold
him! Don’t let him fall, for that may be his last! See how he
stands irembling, tothering, and etuttering, sometimes. leaning
on the atm of a friend for assistance.

Farewell, brother, farewsll! TLet we shoke hands together.
Though for many vears the chain of our Friendship hes besn
broken, I trust it will not so remain forever, Leb tha long Tost
Ligk be restorad, and the chain of friendship be re-united. Lot
ua cell to mind the fraternity of onr fathers, and imitate theix
example. May our guardian argels the spirita of our hrothears,
warriors, and wise man, witnees this impreseive oeremony, and
carry ita welcome tidings to our Great Chisf And i you
firat reach the happy hunting grounda of the spirit land, T shell
tell the white man—thus lived, and thus died the lest of e
Mohizans.

Johe W. Quinner wis born in the year 1797, and whila yet
& Jad acquired a common English edvestion st = high scheol in
Yorktown, N. Y., under the patronage of the United States.
Bolomon U, Hendrick and Depnie Hendrick were his eong-
pamions at school Solomon and John are repressnted aa
having mads rapid profideney dvring the time thoy atfended,
which waa only thres yesrs, T English Grammiar, Arithmetis,
Surveving, %o, and it is affirmed 26 an vodoubted opinion,



106 Wisconsin Historical Collections frat ir

that if they bad been permitted to po through a econree of clace-
ical studies, but fow white young msn evuld have exealled
them.

The lot of dJobe W, Quinney having fallen among an inter-
seting pecple, the old end comstant friends of the Tnifed
States, the Stockbridgs Wation, whe were just smerping from
stete of harbariam into eivilization, he was employed by them
to impart that instruction he had received to their youth, By
a eonatant and niweariad attention in thie business, he gained
the confidemcs and gnod will of all, so thet sxriving to years of
maturity be was inunediately transferred to attend to the affairs
of the Nation.

A mere outline of the chazecter of Jobhn W. Quinney would
fail to do justiee to the renowned chief of at least a portion of
the Stmekbridge Nation. His whole life has been a asceme of
constant setivity and vnwenrted industry in Indian diplomacy.
Sinece be has been engaged publicly during the last thitty years
on affaire arising between the Stockbridgee snd the Dnited
States, and the State of New York, with distinetion, it would
requira & large volume to recount the varied incidents and
events connected with his remantie kistory. He hes viaited
the seat of Genersl Government on businsss eleven times; and
during a large portion of the pericd oceupied by theee misgioms,
ha has met with repoated diffienlties snd obetades from various
souress, which failing to frustrate his undaunted spirit, served
culy to ineresse the confident relinnce of those by whom he
wag ewployed, to brimg to a sueceseful issue, their favorite
gchemoes of poliey. Unlike Sysiphua, though decreed to n life
of constant toil snd laber, withont a proepect of ease and
freedomn, be meemed fo be employed, in sose ond freedom,
egainst the irizls and impediments by which ha was surrounded.
And like Charles the Twelfth, he laughed uh the thought of
avoiding danger; delighting, amid the whirzing storms of life,
to encounter his numerous foes.
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In personal demeanor he was kind to alf, but pariieulsrly to
his friends, winning their constant attachment, and inspiring
respect gven from his ¢nemies. He had ememies. Some of
them were bitter snemies; but he slso had many, many friends.

Tn gemeral interoowrse, he was affable in his manners, courte-
oré in debate, dignified in address, and civil to hiz opponents,
elieiting gimilar treatment from the most rancorous, exespt such
as could not be reagoned with,

The most prominent trait of Mr. Quimey's character, was
perseverance, The continued obetruetions By whick he waa
beset, was enongh to dissourage the career of the most noted
fabled heroes of the aneienta; and the smiling mawner in which
be repeated bis efforts, vntil trinmphently suocessful, deserves
to be aelebrated in song !

John W. Quinney was certainly en illpetrious charaeter,
Had ha lived in the days of the sncients, his name would have
bean, registored with Hercnles in the Temple of Fame. Eng
iand has had her Alfreds and Cromwelis; France her Napo-
laons; Rome her Owmsars end Seipioe; Carthage her Han-
nibala; Sweden her Cherles the Twalfth; Pruseis her Fred-
ericks; Fussia her Peters and Nicholares; and Ameries her
Jefferaone and Adamses. IHad Lis destiny been to dwell
emong mors eivilized nations, and to meve in a higher or dif-
forent sphere of action, his caresr would have been nons the
lees distingnished than were those of the aferensoved herces
and statesmen.

Tn later times, the Cherokse Nation has her Rogses and
Ridges! And now during the faint and glimmering light yet
remaining of a “decaying and decayed people,” cansed, among
other things, by their imternal dissensions; during their last
and axpiring exintence, the ill-fated Mohicans can slso, onee
more, perhaps for the last time, chromicle on the records of
Fame among the illustrious dead sod living—thelr Jobn W.
Guinney.

Levi Xormaror, JT.






Death of John W. Quinney

By a Stockbridge Indian

Omr correspondent hes sent s o fruthfol and swecined narra-
tive of ths prominent events in the life of John W. Quinney,
which we subjoin. We are requested 1o state, that the friends
of the deceased would be gratified if ‘the New York Tribune
and the Frongeltsf would copy thiz cbitnary nofice.—Fond
du Lac Union, Aug, 9, 1856,

Jobn W. Quinney, ex-tockbridge Indiem Chief, die. at
his residenme in Stockbridge, Wisconsin, upon the morning of
the 21st of July, 1855, after huring best in & state of decling
for shout ope year. His death ix daeply felt and mournad by
his pecple, as he hse been to them what Benry Clay znd
Daniel Webster were to the American peopls. He was among
them a great man, end to them, the pgreat hss fallen.
No member, in ths history of the Stockbridge tribe, has beem
bis equel in uvsefulness, in penetration of mind, and soundness
of judgment. When a hov, he was one of three who received
a common English education, under the patronage of the Tnil-
ed Btates, being placed under the tuition of a Mr. Caleb Un-
derbill, of Westehester County, N. Y., where he purmed
his studies with alacrity and grest proficiemcy. By degrees
ho pained the confidence of his people, until almeet the entire
eational business rested upon him. In 1822, he, with bwo
others, formed a deputation to Gresn Bay, whers a treaty was
made and moncluded with the Memomoness, by which was pur-
chased ail the Green Bay lands, designed for the future home
of the New York Indians. Ee procured, in 1B25, the passage
of & law through the Neow Tork Siste Legislature, o give the
Stockbridge tribe full value for their lands, which remained to
tham in thet state, and which ensbled them subsequently 1o

[ 308 ]
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remova themselves to Green Bay. This law is memorable as
being ths first ever passed by the New TYork Legislatuve {o
give an Indian dribe full value for their lands The lands of
the New York Indians, purchesed of the Menemwnees, being
endanpered by a re-purchase, made by the Tnited States offi-
cers, he was gept in 1828 to petition Congrees, in behalf of the
United New York tribes, for the recognitior of their rights to
guck limds.  He, however, failed, and the Stockbridge tribe lost
their home et Kagkanna, upon the Fox River, the General Gov-
ernment barely allowing them 825,000 for their improvements,
Mr. Quinney sesing this, entered at once into a new plen, and
finally, after great labor and protracted efforts, ho obteined, in
1882, the grant of two townships upon the east side of Lake
Winnebago, whera the tribe still reside. About the yesr 1838
be framed a Constitulion, a8 the basis of a tribal govarmment,
which was adopted by his people, and 1ad to the abandonment
of hereditary powsr, and a choiee of republicaniem. In 1846,
bo effected 'a repeal of an act pessed by Congress in 1843,
which made citizema of the tribe, and had his peopla Tesiored
back to enjoy their own cuatoms and government, snd obtained
for them 85,000 ¢m acopmmt of their old elaims. The tribe
made & treaty in 1848, in whidh he took' & prominsnt part, the
Government stipulating to find the tribe 2 Dew home west of
the Migsisaippi, and to remove them thither within s certain
time, but affer meny, but vumeeessful sttempts, on their part,
to select and remove, in which Mr. Quinney engaged with un-
tiring zeal, he fingTly conceived the plan of getting baok the
fewnship of Btockbridge. Efforts were immediately com-
meneed, which have finally tenninsted in the formation of a
new treaty, by which the Government cede back to the tribe
thetr old home. In 18564, ho meesaded in the paessgs of o lew
by Congress, which gave him a fes simpls titla to 460 acres of
land ix Stoekbridge. At the election held in 1852, he was
chosen Orand Sechem of the tribe, which office ha honormbly
filled for three years, emcouraging education and everything
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calenlated to improve his people.  Thue, it will be seen, that
the publie labors of Mr., Quinney have not only besn mawy,
bat vary importent to his tribs, Mo busineas of e publie netwre,
which he deemed importent, but what he entered into it with
all hia seul, even to the neglect sud sacrifice of his own private
matters. Hie whole aim seema to have been to astablish him-
seif and people upon some permanent home, Hs was slow in
bvsiness, but sure. His purposes and plane were original,
deep and far-sesrching; his disposition wild, his demeanor
that of 2 gentleman, None could converse with him, or be in
his presence any length of tims, and not be convinead thut
they had beer with an amiable and great man. In the desth
of such p one, the tribe sustain an irreperabls low. He leaves
& vacanay which will not seon be filled.
A Mzmmnaz oF TEE TxIEE.
Sroceremar, July 28th, 1856






Speech of John W. Quinney’

There was & large gathering of the ypeople, numbering about
two thousand

Denizon Fish presided, assisted by several Viee Presidents
and Becretaries, Dr. Boughtop delivered  short address, and
was followed by Jobn W. (Juinney, an Fndien of the Siock
bridge {ribe, and principal chief of the Nation. His address,
which e give below, 18 strongly marked by the peculiaritios of
Indian eloguence.

The speech will be found interesting for ils refersnces e the
traditional memoirs of the origin of this Indian race, and their
taking posseseion of this cowatry. Tt iz to be lamented that
the proceedings of the last greak covpeil of the Moh-hecon-new
tribe, rednosd to writing, as stated by Mr, Quinnay, have not
been preserved. They would have formed the most wuthentio
and relizble memorial of the fraditione of the Red Man ever
committed to paper.

The Stockbridge Indiane onee owned oll the land on the
Hudson River. There is no record of their having scld any part
of the land constituting the manor of Rensselaerwyck. That
part of Mr. Quinney’s speech which touches opon the manmer
in which most of the land wes purshased from the Tndians, eon-
taing too wmuch troth. 'We presume that hardly one of the old
Indisn ctnveyances was fairly and honorably made. The whole
of Baretoga County, snd parts of Schenectady, Fulton and
Montgomery, were bought of two or three Indians, who had no

*Thig intaresting apeech of Jokn W, Quinney, chisk of the Stockbrides

Itdisns was delivered at the celshraticn of the Fourth of Jaly, 1854, st
Reldeville, New York
[313]
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puwer 10 aonvey, for a little rwp, a few blankets snd trinkets,
and these constituted the ground upon which the petent of
Kayaderosseras was granted. Tt is a curious faet, that ome of
the patentees of that patent wes the great-grandfather of Dr.
Banghton,

Mr. Quinngy’s speech comtmins several hard hits. After
speaking of the lews passed to'lagalize titles fradulently ob-
tained, he puts the following questions: “Will you lock sfeadily
of the dntrigues, bargming, corruption and log-rolling of ths
present Leguelnburee, and see ony frace of the divindly of fus-
ticef dAnd by what test shall be iried the aclz of the old Colo-
nigl Courle and CUouncils ¥

Well and stoutly putt  'Who will answer them 1

The last half of this speech is admireble. It ig & bold, stern
and manly protest against the uniform and persistent injuatice
which has heem meted gut to the Indien rase. We hopa to seo
it republished in all the pewspapers of the country.—dAlbaay
Frea-Holder, July 18, 1804,

{inney's Speech

It may appear to those whom I have the honor to address, a
singmlar taste, for me, an Indian, o take ap interest in the fri-
umphal days of a peuple, whoe occoupy by comquest, or have
weurpad the poessssion of the tervitoriea of my fathera, and
hava laid and earefully preserved, a train of terrible miseries,
to end when my raoe chall have ceased to exist.  But thanks to
the fortunate mrcumstances of my lifa, T have been taught in
the schools, and been able to read your histories and acesunts
of Buropeans, vourselves end the Red Man; which instruct me,
that whiles your rejoicings to-day ara commemorsiive of the free
birth of this giant nation, they simply convey to my mind, the
recoilection of a transfer of the miserable weakness and depend-
ance of my race {rom ome great power to another.

My friends, I am petting old, and have witnessed, for many
¥ears, your increase in wealth and power, while the steedy con-
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suming decline of my tribe, admonishes me, that their extine-
tion is ineviteble—they know it themselves, 2nd the reflection
teaches theml humility and resignaiion, directing their sttentinz:
to the existemce of those happy hmntinggrounds which the
(ireat Father has preperad for all his red children.

In this spirit, my friends (baing invited to come here), a8 2
Muh-he-con-new, end now standing upon the soil whichk ence
wag, ind now ought to be, the property of thiz tribe, I have
thonght for once, and certainly the last time, I would shalee you
by the hand, and ask you to listem, for a litile wkile, to what I
kava to say.

In the documentary papera of thiz state, and in the varions
histories of early events in the settlement of this part of the
country by the whites, the many traditions of mry tribe, which
are eg firmly belisved a¢ written annals by you, inform me that
there are many errors. Without, however, intending to rofer
to, and correst those histories, I will give you what those tra-
ditiona are.

About the yesr 1646, and when King Ben (the lazt of the
hereditary chiofa of the Mub-hecon-new Nation) wes in his
prime, a Grand Cowwil was convened of the Muh-hecon-new
tribe, for the purpose of conveying from- the old to the young
men, o Jmowledge of the past. Coumeils, for thia object espe
cially, had aver, at sfatad periods, been held. Hers, for the
space of two moong, the stores of memwry were dispeused; cor-
metions and comparizons mede, and the results committed to
faithinl hreasta, to be transmitted sgain to suocesding posterity.

Wany years after, another, and the last, Couneil of this kind
waa hald : and the fraditons reduced o writing, by two of our
young men, who had been fanght to vead and wrrife, in the
school of the Hev. Jobn Sargesnt, of Stockbridge, Massa-
chugetts, They were obtained, in some way, by a white man,
for publication, who scon after dying, all trace of tham hecame
Joet, The traditions of the tribe, however, have mainly been
preservad ; of whish I pive you substantially, the following:

§1—iv,
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“4 preat people came from the North-Wesl: crossed over
the salt-waters, and after long and weary pilgrimages {planting
many eolonies on their track), took possession, and built their
fires upon the Atlantic coast, extending from: the Delaware on
the south, to the Penobecot in ths unorth. They becwme, in
process of time, divided into different tribes and interests; all,
howsver, speaking one common dialeet This great confede-
ragy, comprisng Dolawares, Munsees, Mohegans, Warragan-
sotts, Pequots, Penobseots, end many otherz (of whom a few
are now seettared among the distant wilds of the Wast—others
supporting a weal, tottering existence; while, by far, a larger
remainder have passed thai bourve, to which their brethren are
tending), hel its Council once a year, to deliberate on the gen-
wral welfare. FPatriarchal delegates from each tribe attended,
agsisted by priests and wise men, who communinated the will,
ind invoked the blessing, of the Great and Geod Spirit.  The
poiicy and decisions of thia Conneil were every where respedted,
end inviclably obaerved. Thus contentment smiled upon their
existenoe, and they were happy. Their religion, commuui-
eated by prieats and prophets, was simpla and trne.  The man-
her of worship 1s imperfectly transmitted} but their reversnoe
for 2 Great and Good Bpirit—(whom they referred to by look-
ing or pointing upwardz), the cheervancs of fessis and fasts, in
each year; the offering of beaste in thankspiving and for atone
roent, 18 clearly expressed. They believed the soul to be ime
mortal ;—in the existencs of a happy land bayond the view, in-
habited by those whose lives had been blameless:  while for the
wicked had besn = regiom of mdsery reserved, covered with
thorns and thistles, whete comfort and plersure twers nnknown.
Time was divided into years and ssssons; twelve moons for a
your, and & number of years by so many winters.

The tribe, to which your spaaker belongs, and of which thera
wera many bands, cecupied and possessed the cvantry fromt the
ses-thove, at Manhatten, tn Lake Champlein, Having found
&n obb and flow of the tide, they sajd: “This ie Muh-he-oon-
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new,'—*like our waters, which are never still” From this
exyression, and by this name, they ware safterwards kmown, un-
til their removal to Stockbridge, in the year 1780, Housatonio
River Indians, Mohegan, Manhattas, ware all names of tands
in different localities, hut bound topether, es ome family, by
blood, mardage amdi descent

At s remote period, befors the advent of the Europesns, their
wise men foretold the comivg of a strange race, from the sun-
rige, #% Dumerous s the leaves npon the frees, who would
avenfually crowd them from their fair poesessions. But appee-
bension was mitigated by the knowladge and belief, st that time
entertainad, that their origingl home was not there, and after
a period of years, they would returo to the West, from whence
they had come; and, morecver; said they, “all the red men are
aprung from & comumon ancestor, made by the Great Spirit from
red clay, who will unite their strength {0 avert o common
calamity.” This tradition is confirmid by the sommeon belief,
which prevails in our day with sll the Indisn tribes; for they
Tecoguize one another by their solor, as brothers, and ackmowl
adga ome Great Crestor,

Twe bundred and fifty winters apo, this prophesy wea vari-
fied, and ths Muh-hecon-new, for the first time, beheld the
“paloface” Their nomber wee small but their eanves were
hig. In the select and exclusive circles of your rich mwen, of
the presemt doy, I should enorunter the gaze of curiosity, bmt
net such as overwhoimed the senses of the Aborigines, my an-
cestora,  “Our viaitors were white, and mmst be aick. They
asked for rest and kindnegs, we gave them both. They were
strangers, and we took them in—neaked, and we clothed them.”
The firel impression of astonishment and pity, was sueceeded
by awe and admiration of superior art, intellimemwe and ad-
dress. A passion for information and improvercent possessed
the Indian—a residence was froely offered —territory given—
and sovenants of friepdahip exchanged,

Your written acoounts of events at this pericd ave famdliar
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to you, my friends. Your children read them every day in
their school booka; but theay do not read—no miind at thia time
can conceive, and no pen record, the terrible story of recom-
pense for kindness, which for two hundred years has besn paid
the pimple, trusting, gmiledess Muh-haom-new, I have seen
much mypolf—have been connected with more, and, T tell you,
L know all. The tradition of the wise wmen is fignratively true,
“that our home, st laat will be found in the Weat;” for, an-
other tradition informs wus, that “far beyond the setting sun,
upon the smiling, happy lands, we shall be gathersd with our
Fathers, and bo at rest”

Promises and professions were freely given, and as ruthless-
ly—intentionaily broken. To kindle your firess—to be of and
with ws, waa sought us a privilege; and yet at that moment you
were transmitting fo your kings, beyond the water, intelligence
of vour possession, “by right of discovery, and demanding
asaistance 1o amsert and maintain your hold.

‘Where are the twenty-five thonsend in number, and the four
thovsand warriors, who constituted the power and population of
the great Muh-hecon-new Nation in 18049 Thay have been
Tickime b0 viee and disease, which the white man imporied.
The small-pox, measles, and “strong waters” have doms the
work of annfhilatiog,

Divigiong and fevds were insidiously prometed betwseen the
soversl bands. They were induesd to thin each other's ravks
without joat cause; and subeeguently were defeated and disor-
ganized in detail.

It iz curions, the hiswry of my tribe, in it decline, during
the last two centuries and a helf. Nothing that deserved the
name of purchase, was aver made, From varions sauses, thay
wore induced to abandon their territory at intervals, snd retire
forther 1o the inland. Deeds were giver, indifferently o the
Giovernment, or to individuals, for which little or.no considers-
tion wso paid. The Indian wee informed, in many instances,
that he wae selling one parecl, while tho sonveyance described
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viber, and mnch larger limits. Should a partienler band, for
purposes of hunting or fishing, deseri, for 4 time, its usual place
of reaidence, the land was eaid to be abandoned, and the Indism
elzim extingnished. To legalize and aonfirm titles thus scquir
o, laws and edicts were subsequently passed, and thege laws:
wete geid them, and are now called, justicel! Ohk! what a
mockery!] to confound justioe with law. Will you look atead-
ily at the intrignes, bargeins, corruption and log-rolling of your
prepsnt Legislamres, and see any trace of the divinity of jus-
tice? Andi by what test shall be tried the acts of the old Colo-
nial Comrts and Couneils?

Lét 16 not surprise you, my friends, when I say, that the spot
on which we stand, hes never heen purchased or rightly ob-
tained; and that by justice, human and divina it is the pro-
perty now of the remnant of that grest people from whoze T am
descended. They laft it in the torituras of starvation, and to
improve their miserable existensw; but 4 coesion waw never
made, and their title has never been extimguished.

The Indian is said to ber the ward of the whits man, and the
pegro his slave. Has it ever occurred to you, my friends, that
while the slave is ineressing, and inersassd by every appliance,
the Indian is laft to rot and die, bedore the bumanities of this
model Republic! You have your tears, and proans, and mohe,
and riots, for individoale of the fommer, while your indifference
of purposs, and vacillation of polioy, is hurrying to extinetion,
whele commumities of the latter.

What are the treatias of the genersl Governmentt Tow: of-
{ten, and when, has its plighted faith been kept? Indian coew-
pation forever, ia, next year, or by the nest Commissimer, more
wise than his pradeceseor, re-purchased. Oue removal follows
apothey, and thug your gympathies and justioe are evinced in
speadily fulfiliing the terrihle destinics of our race.

My friends, your holy book, the Bible, teachea us, that indi-
ridual offenees are punighed in an existence, when tinie sball be
po more. And the sunals of the earth are equally instrmotive,
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that national wrongs are aveaged, and national crimes atoned
for in this world, to which alone the conformations of existense
adapt them

These ovemts are above our comprehemsion, snd for wise
purpeses. For miyself end for my tribe, I ssk for justice——I
belisva it will sooner or later ocenr—and mey the Grest snd
Good Spirit enable me to diein hope.

Wannmavcon, the Muk-he-connew,



Memorial of John W. Quinney

Lo the Hongrable (ke Ssnale and Howsa of Represeniotives
of he Untted Bigtes. in Congress assembled:

Farmrrs: I pray yonr listening sar, I am a true Naiive
American, descended from one of thoss characters, whose mam-
ory every trme American reveree My grandfather, David
Hav-nan-nesk-nuk, wazs a warrior, and he assisted your fathers
in their struggle for liberty. (See paper marked A, herete
eppended ).

I was bern in the year 1797, and, while vet a lad (I grate-
fally scknowledge it), received 2 common Hnglish education
under the patronage of the United States. Tha papets heve-
unto annexed, marked B and C, shew that thers were two other
lads edneated with me; but T am left alone to tell the story of
their death, a few years after their return from school. The
great Soveraipm of the Universe hae showed oreat merer, and
enabled mwe to enswer some purpose of my education. My
lot wae cast among an interesting people, the old friends of the
United States, the Steckbridge Nation, who were just emerg-
ing from a state of barbarism into civilization, and I was em-
ployed by them to impart that instruction I had received, to
their youth. By a constant and unwesried stbention in this
business, T guined the confidence and good will of all, ae that
when I arrived to vears of manhood, I was immmediately trans
ferred to attend to the affsirs of the nation. Here I wonld
frankly selmowledge, that although but poorly qualified for
public employment, yet, as the tribe lacked edueated men, T
being young and espiring for usefulness, consented to under-
take and do what I conld. I moreover felt under graat obliga-
tivna to my benefactors, who gave me education, and animated

[ 821 ]
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me to do pomething to merit their approbation. I will not
trouble you with the history of my life, but humbly adk leave
to presemt to your notica some of my publiv transactions whish
have taken placa within the period of the last thirty years. I
egrnestly ask your kind indulgencs in this, for purposes
hereinafter meniioned. T was one of the Deputiss from the
N. Y. triles (50 called), who concluded the noted Treaty of
1822, with tha Menomones Indians at Green Bay, for the pur
chase of lands, for the future home of the New York tribes of
Indians

In 1824, I procured the passage of 2 certain law in the New
York Btate Lagislature to give the Stockbridge tribe full value
for their lands, whish rernained to them in that State; by whish
alons, the tribe wes alterwards epabled to remove itself to
Green Bay. At that time, such remowal was in pecordsnce
with the favorite poliey of the General Government.

Tiy the fall of 1528, T was deputed by the New York Indians,
who wers at Green Bay, and jowrneyed io the Btate of New
York, for the pwpeea of uniting the New Yok tmibes in a
petition to Congress, for a conflrmation or recognition of their
rights 1o the lands purchased by them from the Winuebagoss
and Menomonees al Green Bay., The United States Commis
siomers had given oveasion for this, by purchasing from the
Mencmonecs at the Treaty of Little Butte des Morts, in 1827,
a portion of the very lands the New York Indisns had prewi-
onsly purchased.

It is 2 well-known fact that many difficulties have wmfortu-
nately befellen the Stockhbridge tribe of Indiems, in conse-
guence of the United States purchasing their lande from other
Indian tribes, together with varivus other matters of grievance,
gll of which, however, I have the pleasure to say, have heen
finally adjusted by Congrees to the entive satisfaction of the
Stoekbridge tribe. I have adverted to them heve, only for the
purpose of stating that I was employed by the Stockbridge
iribe, to present them before Congress and the Executive De-
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partments for adjnstment. In giving my stiention to this
businese, T journeyed froms Green Eay to Washingten City
ning fmes. (Bee further partienlurs given on paper maried
I}, hersto sppended.) I could do ne more than to commum-
cate the wants and wishes of my tribe, and urge upon the Gov-
ernment offieers and members of Congress to grant relief,
Through my ropreeentations, the United Statee Semats kindly
gave the Stockbridge and Munses tribes, jointly, two wrrnshiras
of land, on the east side of the Winnebagy Lake, in the now
State of Wisconsin, in lien of their loeation upon Fox River.

In 1848, while I was in attendanes, Congresz honored the
Stoekhridge tribe by pessing a law recognizing its tribal char-
aster, and appropriated five thousand dellars for the payment
el their clsime upon the Government of the Thited Btates

In 1848, the Htockbridge tribe, avowedly for the purpose of
ridding themselves from further froudls, sold, by Treaty, 1o the
Government of the United States, the halance of their lands zf
the Winnebago Lake. Here, again, the United States Semate,
in thelr eonstitational action upon said Treaty, have shoen
their parvental eare over their old friends, the Stockhridge tribe,
by introducing an amendment to zaid Treaty, authorizing the
FPresident of the United Statea to give them not lesa than sew-
enty-two sections of land, wherever they may select, upen the
weet gide of tha Miesissipps River, $5,000 in cash, and the
further sum of $20,000 to be paid in ten annval payments,
commeneing immediately efter their remowval to their new
home. Both of whish, howaver, are in consideration for il
their old claims npon ibe Government of the United Statea T
will now proeeed to state the objeat for whiah the above state
mente are mede. 1 am growing old snd poor, by athending
ooniinuslly to the bosiness of my people, who are poor and un-
thla to give me adequate compensation. I amy, moreover, dis
eouraged with that policy which keeps the iribe in continual
mutatione—i mean rer~—~+«ls. I have not only witnessed its
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injurions effects vpon the peopla, but have, to my sorrow, expe-
vieneed it. I feel that I eanowt go jnto the wilderness again and
begin snew. I have long striven for a home, but, for my situa-
tion in ihe tribe, T heve been disappointed. These sonsidera-
3iomes have Jad me to approgeh yow in this menner, not in fear,
but with full eonfidence that you will revognize me and appreci-
ate my character, and that if 1 have done anything to merit your
approbation, I pray your Honorable Body will please pass 2 law
to give me the rights and privileges of a citizen of the United
States, and a howe, with 2]l my rights in the Stockbridge
nation inured to me. I have becowne so attsched to that place,
where I bave resided for the lest aighteen years, and which has
besoms the property of the United States by a2 Treaty with the
Stockbridge tribe, a8 above stated, that it is my earnest wish
and preyer your Hinorable Body will plesse grant me that
placa as my bome, where I may apend the few remmining yaars
of my life in peace, and leave an inheritance for my offspring
after me. The plaoe is in Stockbridge, Calumet County, Wis-
consin, and comprehended within the following houndaries, to
wit: hounded om the north by lot Noo 23, recommsnded to he
patented to Mr. Dinslow, in the Steckbridge Treaty, of Now.
24th, 1848, and the U, 8 lot No. T4; sonth, by lots Nos 37
and T0, recommended to e patented to Mx. Joho Dick; east
by the Military Road (20 called), pessing throngh the town of
Stockhridpe, and weat, by the Winnebags Lake—containing
280 geree of land, more or less; sbout fifly acres on the sonth-
west corner of sald land is all swamgp, bat makes the whole
pieca a squara one,

In addition I beg leave to state snother consideration, which
haz enm.mgecl me to make he application above set forth,
which, ia this: I have found that the young Htate of Wm@:rnmn
has mpde g liberal provizion in her Constitution to give Indians
equal rights and privileges, if they choose to become citizens; -
and I sm so pleased with it, that T am willing to test those
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rights =nd privileges in this place, which my ancestors have
gided in peooaring. All of whiech, is nevertheless, respoct-
fully submitted to the consideration of your Hoeaorable Body.
And your petitioner, ax in duty bound, will ever pray.
WAUN-WAT-OON, alias
JOHN W. QUINNEY
WasrmmeTox Crry, D. C., April 126k, 1552,

A

Wasnmraror, . O, sa:

The undersigned, John Hadocks, of the Town of Stock-
bridge, County of Madison, in the State of New Tork, being
-duly gworn, doth depose end eay, that T waz well acquainted
with John W. Quinney’s grandfsther (on his mother's side),
whoss neme wes Devid Nep-nan-neelenuk. He lived in the
same Towh, County, and State, where this deponent now 1o
sides, snd we were neighbore for nearly twenty years, unto the
day of hie death, which happened in the menth of May, in the
year of owr Lord, 1821. He, the safd Darid Nau-naun-neek-
muk, had the reputation of being one of the Brave Stockbridge
Indian Warriors of the American Revolufion.

The ehid Johe Hedocks doth Inmrther depose and say, that
the grid Pavid Nav-neuwnsekrnok would sometimes meat
this deponent’s father, who was ancther Awerican Ravoln-
tigniet, when they would have a reel chab together, and recount
to ane snother the scemes of White Plaine, Saratega, and many
other hard fights and skirmishes had with the enemy in the
Northern Disirict, during the Bevolutionary war. This depo-
nent doth forther deposa and aay, that he had often heard the
said Devid Naw-nau-nesknuk say, that he had emlisted in
the regular army a few times, for short periods, bup did not
like that mode of werfare so seell 25 his own, which he called
the Bush fight. And further this depoment saith not. Given
at Washington, D. ., thiz 10th day of Mareh, A D), 1852,

JOHN EBEADOOKS
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IneTEror o CoLuUMELs, b wits
Courry oF Wasmtwarow, | o0 W

" Om this tenth day of March, 1852, befora the suheeriber, a
Justica of the Pesce, in and for seid ¢ounty, personally ap-
peared John Ha.dﬂch, and made oath on the Hply Evangely
of Almighty God, that the foregoing statement’to which he
affixed his name in my presence, is trne,

W. THOMPBON, Justice of the Peace

B

Briract of o letter from the Secrelory of War, Henry Deor
born, to Clopt. Hendricks, Stockbridge Chisf.

War DeEpanrrenT,
January BOEh, 1809,
Brg:

If you will send one of pour sons emd two other young lads,
eneh a3 the Chiefs shall agres on, to the nine pariners to sehool,
the Friends at Beltimore will inform, you to what persom: to
pend them, and the United Btates will pay their board for =
reasonnble time.

i ———
C

Eriract from ¢ lefler from J. I. Underhill, Principel of fhe
Grammar School, Poughkeepsie, dated Poughkeepeie, N. Y.,
April 238, 1950,

About the close of the year 1810, three Indian boys,
nemed Dennie Hendricks, Solomon . Hemdricks, and
Johp W. Quinney, were placed under the care of my ifather,
Caleb Underhill, of Yorktown, Westchester County, N. Y.,
by that estsemed snd celshrated Friend, Rishard Moty of
Mamarenick, to be instrosted in "Agrfculiure,” end in the
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branches of 8 “good English cducadion,” My father under
took the former, and the letter devolved wpon me. They con-
tinged woder my tmitien from the above time to the 1si; of Magy,
1818, end, although I have had thousands of pupils since, I am
Free to say, thet none ever exeelied them in amigble deport-
menty, i readiness in endsavoring to be taught as required of
themi, and in doedlity in receéiving aud retaining imstruetiom,
then these youths. The two latter, Solomon and Jobm, made
great advanees, for the time, in English grammer, ariihmehis,
surveying, &o., and I have not the lsast denbt, if they had
been permitted fo0 have gome through a courss of classical
studies, but few of cur white young men could have excelled
them.

D

Further Particulars Referred to:

Being a drief stafement of maifers of business belween the
Slockbridge iribe of Indione and the Tnifed Slobes,
in which John W. Quinney was employed.

The New York tribes of Indians baving obteined from. the
General Government foll permission to buy more land at Green
Bzy, concluded another Treaty for that purpose, the 18th day
of Chetober, 1822, with the Menomones nation of Indians st
that place, In thie Treaty, the Stockbridge tribe was vapre-
santedl by Solomon U. Hendricks, Abner W. Hendricks,
and John W. Quinney, regulaxly anthorized by the tribe for
that purposs.  To accomplish this businees, and establish ak
{reen Bay, that unfortunats portion of the Stockbridges, who
emigrated to White River, In Tndiane, in 1818, but wera dis
appointad in their expectations of a homa there, in consegnance
of the gale of the lands io the Tnited Staiea by the treaty of
Bt Marp's, of Awngust 8, 1818, the delepation ahove men-
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tioned, befora going West, had io proceed to Albany, New
York, for the purpose of procuring funds for expenses snd
goods for the nation, and the means to make e proportionate
payment to the Winnebegoes and Manomonees for landas par-
chased from them by the New York trihes the precading year,
{1321). Time ooctpied from the middle of Fuly to Wovember
S4th, say four months. {1822—feur monthe. ]

All thinga being satisfactorily arvanged by the New York
tribes about their purchmses of lands at Green Bay, the
Stockbridges detarminad to eecure their rights by immediate
poesesgion. Lhey sottled upon & plan of removel by detach-
ments—ons to go ench year uniil all wore removed. To defray
the exzpensea conmected therewith, they depended upon the
avails of the small gnantity of land still held by themt in New
Ztocklridge, New York. Ope company had alresdy removed,
when T was appointed to negotiate for the pessage of a law by
tha Lagielatnrs of tha State to give tha triba the foll valvue of
the balanee of their lands, In order to carry out the arrzuge
ments mede. The subject was Lindly entertained, and a law
passed during the winter of 1825, granting the wishes of the
tribe in full. This Aet ia memorsble ss being the first ever
passed by the New York Lepdslature, to give an Indian tribe
full value for their lands. Among the Stockbridges, it was a
plieme ‘of eredif to the humbla negotistor, On this oocasion I
was sbeent from home only three months. (1824-5—3 months, |

In 1827, the United States held & Trenty at the Fafife Bufle
des Mors, on Fox River, with verious Indian tribes, at
which delepations from all those of New York were present
The professed object of this Treaty was to setile houndariee
between, the different tribes. Ipstead of doing this, however,
the United States Commiseioners procured from the Menomo-
ness 3 oession of lands whidh they bad previously ceded to the
New York tribes. This wanton violation of their rights they
tould not believe was authorized by the President of the Uni-
ted Btates, and they resolved to appeal to him for redress.
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The following winter a delegution accordingly visited Washing-
ton, but fafled to have snything done. Tats in the fall of the
same year (1828), 1 was deputed by all the Mew Yook Indians
at Green Bay 1o visit the tribes in the State of Naw Tork for
the purposs of getiing them to unite in & petition and appeal to
Congress, which duty I performed. I was forther employed
by the latter 1 see this document printed aud forwarded by an
agent sclssted by thew for that purpose. The result of this
proceeding was the ratification of the Treaty, with a provise,
“saving the rights of the New Tork Indians’ In the spring,
I oollected the poar of the Stockbridge nation, who wers vne-
ble to remove themeselves, to the mmmber of thirty seuls, and
returned home with them. In the performance of these duties
I wes ghsent from home over eight menths, [1827-8-9 -
eight roonths. §

A Commission on the part of the United Siatee visited Green
Eey in 1830, with a view to effect an amicable compromise of
the diffienltien growing ont of the Treaty of 1827, aud the at-
tempted invasiom of the rights of the Mew York Indiems, tut
failad to acooplish the object. It was, however, believed that
delegations from all the fribes interested eould settle the matter
in dispute, befors the President of the United States, in a
manvey patisfactory to ail comcerned. Accordingly, the fol-
lowing winter, delegates from all the New York tribos repaired
to Washington—the Stockbridges snd Mymsees being repre-
sented by myself, A large delegation of the Menomonees,
under the charge of their sgont, slso came on  The Btock-
bridges and other New Vark Indiana at Greep Bay labored
under great disadvantages. Mauy of the old Menomonee chiefs,
with whom the ahove Indians made the Treaties by which they
soquired their lands in that region, were dead ; others had been
deposed, and young chiefs put in their places. These, opera-
ted upon and inflnenced by interested and designing men, were
disposed to act fn a manmer hostile to the jnst rights and inter-
esls of the New York Indians. Hence, 25 seen in the treaty



730 Wisconsin Historical Collections ol i

of 1881—by which the difficulties referred to wers endeavored
tr be seitled, the Menomenes delegstion complsined of em-
eroackiments by the Yottawatomies, Winvebagoes and New
York Indians, and alleged never having sold lands to the
latter. Sirange to say, they were nepotinted with as though
they had not done so. The Treaty was concluded in total dis-
Tegard of the rights of the New York Indians. They were
ireated as intruders, and as if they had oo homes in the Green
Bay country, though they had seeured one there at great ex-
penta and many sacrifices and hardships. Hy the Troaty as
conaluded, this wae fo be wrested from them, as had previcusly
been their lands ou White River, in Indiana, by the Tresty of
1818, Their delegntion came to Washington, disposed to
AgTES 0 anT arvangements that wonld do them subetantisl jos-
tica, buf their rights being thus disregarded, they wers reluct-
aitly eompalled to rermonsirite against the Treaty being rati-
fied, nnless amended in soch manner as to do them justies. Im
eonzequance of our remonstrances, the ratificstion of the Treaty
way postponed for that session of Congross, and we returned
home. T was albsent from homs, snd engaged on the foregoing
neafters, from November 1st to April 81st, nearly six montha.
[1880—81—six months,]

14 ig trus, that by the Treaty shove referred to, a eountry waa
purchased of the Menomemees, for the New York Indians, and
that it was not far from where they then rasided. buot the idea
of heing agnip thrust ont of their homes, and to have 40 go
throngh the severe snd trying ordeal of re-establishing them-
selves in 3 new location, filled them, with dresd and dismay.—
Still, as plowing deseriptions had been givan of the eountey,
god ita advantages, and they were disposed to comply with
the wishes of the authorities of the United Staies, they
connluded to have it ezamined, to see whether, without too
gragt sacrificea, they would be justified in accepting if, and
frquiessing in tha Treety. After a fair and iropartial
examinstion, however, it was found to he entively unepit-
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able. The Stockbridges and Muneees then determined to sep-
urafs thermselves from the other New York Indiems, and nego-
tiste with the Government for the best terms they oould get.
John Metoxen and myself were appointed, end we repaired
o Washingtor: for that purposs, in November, 1881 Dale-
gattons from other tribes alzo came on, smd we jointly sue-
ceeded in obiaiving & heiring. We gave s correct deseription
of the country which had been set apert for ws, represented
its entire unsuitableness, and prayed to be permithed to revoain
whers we were. We met with & persmptory refussl. We
then propossd to take other lands, far in the woods, on the
o2t side of Winnebago Lake, which was agreed to, and the
amcunt to be pald te us for our improvements was then fixed
upon. With eorresponding modifieations, the tresty ratified
upon eondition of the assent of the Menvinomees being given
thereto, which waa dowe by a supplemental treaty mede in Oo-
tober, 1832. Thus ended one of the moet ecomplicated and
trying affaire with which the Stockbridges ever had anything
+4 do, and which subjestad thew to great enxiety and trouble,
and much expense. On this ceccasion T was enpaged, and ab-
semt from homma six mosnths, [1531-2—6 months, ]

In the winter of 1888, a delegation of Oneidas, from Green
Bay, visited Washingtow, and concluded a Treaty with the Gov-
ernment, by which they were allowed the sum of $885,300,
“ip reimbursement of mooeys expended by said Indiane, znd
“In rermuneration of the services of their chiefs and agents in
“purchasing and securing 3 fitle to the land eaded in the frst
*prtiele of the Treaty, viz: the land set apart for them in the
“fivat article of the Tresty with the Menomonees, of February
#gth, 1831, and the second artisle of the Treaty with the same
“ribe, of Oetober 27th, 1889, This just and liberal sllow-
anme to their brefhrem, the Omeidas, made the hearts of the
Stockbridges glad. They were similarly sitzated, and had like
claims npon the Grovernment, snd they thought that the time
had now come when the {(tovernment wias willing to do justice

29—dv.
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to all the New York Indisns in Wiscongin, for the hardshipe
they had suffered, and the heavy exmemses they bad incurred in
removing fo, and seearing themselves homes in the Green Bay
sountry. Ausiin B Quinney, the Sachem of the tribe, &nd
myeelf, were, therefore, sppointed, and repairved to Washing-
tom, to lay before tha Govermment our dahns for remumeration,
cm aceoant of expenses and losses connected with, and growing
tut of, gur procuring lands for surselves on White River, in In-
diava, snd at Green Bay; ovr self-removal; and those lands
being taken from e, by treaiies with other tribes, without com-
pensation, We failed to obtain any reeognition of our just
claime, which were, hewever, continned (o be presented year
after year, until they were finally adjusted by the Senate of the
Uniterd Statem, in the amendment made by that hody to the
Treaty of 1848, by which we were allowed the sum of $25,000,
and lands, not less than seventy-two sectione. I was absent
irom home, in the performsnea of the above duty, very nearly
six menths. [1839—86 montha. ]

In 1841-2, in company with J. N. Chicks, T agnin visited
Washingion om the abere bosiness, being abeent from home
about eight montha  [1841-2—8 months.)

I made another visit, with the Sachem of the tribe, in 1844,
for the same objeet, and for the purpose of obtaining a modifi-
eation of the law of Congress of March 34, 1943, msking the
Steckbridpes citizens, sontrary to the wishes of s majority af
these people, and wez absent from home four months. [1844
—4 months. ]

In 1846, I was appointed to vizit Washingto: alone, and had
the gratification of succeeding In procuring the repeal of the
law of 1343, and an sllowance by Congress of %5000 on ac
count of cwr elaims above referred to. On this occasion T was
absent from home eight racnthe. [1848—8 months. ]

Tha $5,000 above referred to, having been withhald, together
with other moneys belonging to the tribe, 1 visited Washington
agein i1 1848, to endeavor to obtain payment of the zame, and
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1o get the provisions of the act of 1348, repealing that of 1843,
carried owt, but was compelled to retuwrn home without effect-
mg anything, Aleent five tuonths, [1848—5 montha. ]

In company with Austin E. Quinney, Sachem of the tribe,
I visited Washington, in 1850, for the above purposes, and to
ohtain possession for our tribe to seleet the lands pranted by
ihe amendment of the treaty of 1848, on the Misissippi River.
We were muceessful in both objects, Ahsent, on this ocemsion
also, firs months. [1850—35 months.]

In all, 68 months—or 5 years and 3 months

I am now on my ninth visit 40 Weshington, in an official or
delegated capacity—on important business of my tribe, with
reference to their new location im the Wesh, which has ot
yet heen fived upom, and arrangements for their removal there-
to. JOHN W. QUINNEY.
Wasamarow (iry, Apedl 124%, 18532,



