
Sketch of the Brothertown 
Indians 

By Thomas Commuck 

MA]S-OHESTEB^ Wis., August 32d, 1855. 
LYMA2T C. DBAPEK^ Esq., Cor. Sec. State Historical Societyy. 

Wisconsin: 
SIB :—^My means of furnishing interesting information, such 

as would be acceptable to the State Historical Society of Wis*-
consin, being extremely limited, I have thought that it would 
not be wholly uninteresting to give a small sketch of the 
Brothertown Indians, who, as you probably are well aware, are 
now enjoying all the rigjits, privilegesi, and immfiinities of citi­
zenship, and who now, are a part and parcel of that heteroge­
neous mass of human beings, of almost ^̂ all nations, tongues, 
and kindred," who have happily chosen Wisconsin as tihedi? 
'^Home, Sweet Home;" and although, the sketch may contain 
many grammatrieal errors (the writer never having studied that 
branch of English education), still, it is hoped, that you will 
be able to comprehend it. 

It is a well kno'wn fact in Amkerican histiary, that at the time 
of the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth Eock, there 
were several powerful Indian tribes inhabiting the Atlantic 
coast in the state of Massachusetts, Ehode Island, Obnnosti-
cut, and New York. I t is equally well known, that fierce and 
bloody wars were Waged and carried on between the whites and 
said tribes, until the latter became nearly extinct, and tiiose who 
survived Were so crushed in spirit as to excite no fear, and as 
little notice or interest in the public mind at.that time. And as 
the country grew up and increased in the number, wealth and 
enterprise of their civilized and dhristianized conquerors, the 
small and scattered remnants of those once powerful tribes, 
sank in a corresponding degree into insignificance, and scarce 
received a passing notice amidst the mighty rush and bustle 
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consequent upon the planting and consolidating a mighty Ee~ 
public; and even at the present time, it is perhaps thought by 
tho'usands of American born citizens, that some, if not a,U, of 
the aforesaid tribes, have become now entirely extinct—^if not, 
they ask. Where are they? The answer to this question forms 
the subject of this letter. 

Some time in the year 17—, I am unable to give the precise 
da.te, but it was many years after the tribes above spoken of 
were conquered and dispersed, some here and some tiiere, an 
Indian by the namfe of David Fowler, of the Montauk tribe, 
who lived on the east end of Loing Island, having acquired a 
tolerahle English education, took a tour into the interior of the 
State of New York.* Fortunately, he fell in with a large and 
powerful tribe of his '̂Eed Brethren," called the ^^Oneidas," 
the principal chief of whom, finding that Fowler possessed a 
good degree of the "book learning," and other useful knowl­
edge of the ^̂ pale faces," kindly invited him to set up his 
lodge, and rest among them awhile; and in the meantime to 
open a school for educating the children of the Nation. T'o 
this propo'sition. Fowler consented,, and remained among 
them a year or eighteen months; during this time the chief 
made mjany enquiries relative to his red brethren in the East, 
particularly of the following tribes, to wit:—Narragansetis, 
Fequots, Montauhs, Mohegans, NahanticJcs, and another tribe 
who were called Fannington Indians, what their Indian name 
was is unknowm. Fowler gave a true statement of the fallen 

*This first visit of David Fowler to the Oneidas was in June, 1761, 
and continued till the ensuing August, when he returned to the white 
settlements, having in charge three Mohawk youth, one of whom was the 
famous Joseph Brant, to be educated at Wheelock's Indian Scliool. Fow­
ler had entered this School at Lebanon, about 1759; and after his return 
from the Oneidas and Mohawks, in 1761, continued his studies; and in 
March, 1765, was approved as an Indian teacher, and set out for the 
Oneida Nation on the 29th of April following. He at once commenced 
his Indian School at Canajoharie; but a famine which visited Western 
New York this year, obliged the Oneidas to remove in search of food to 
another quarter, and Fowler returned to New England for further aid. 
"We have no mieans," says Dr. O'Callaghan, "of following up the re­
mainder of his career, but he is stated to have been alive in 1811, at 
Oneida, an industrious farmer and useful man." See Wheelock's Indian 
ITarrative of 1763; and Doc. Hist, of N. Y., vol. iv.—If. C. D. 
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and degraded condition of those tribes, and ended by intima-
tingj that unless they soon emigrated to some niore friendly 
clime, where they would be more free from the contaminating 
influence, and evil example, etc., of their white brethren, and 
be farther removed from that great destroyer, worst of all, 
"Fire-Water/' they would become wholly extinct. The Oneida 
chief listened with deep emotion tO' the pitiful, yet truthful tale, 
of the many wrongs and oppressions, insults and stratagems, 
that had, from time to time, been unsparingly practiced upon 
them, and saw at onice, that not a glimm,'ering beam) of hop^ 
shone along their pathway, to cheer their gjoomy condition, and 
beckon them onwards to a prospect of a brighter future; and 
at the dose of the narrative, very generously gave to Mr. 
Fowler, for the benefit of his eastern brethren, a very valuable 
tract of land, about twelve miles square, situated fourteen 
miles south of where the city of Utica,, N. Y., now stan-ds; at 
lie time instructing him to return without a moinentis delay, to 
his own tribe, and spread the glad news am,ong the other tribes, 
and endeavor to prevail on as many as possible, from each tribe, 
to emigrate as soon as convenient, and take possession of the 
same. These instructions Mr. Fowler carried out, and in due 
course of time, a few from each of said tribes emigrated and 
took possession of the tract, and commenced a settlement; and 
in consequence of the good wishes, and kind and brotherly feel­
ings that actuated and bound them together, they unanimously 
concluded to call the new settlement by the name oi Brother-
town, and thus a new Nation sprang into existence, pho3nix-like, 
from the ashes (if I may so call it), of six different tribes, and 
they were ever after, while they remained in the State of New 
York, known as the Brothertown tribe of Indians. 

Here, sir, I might leave them, and let it be again supiposed 
that they had become extinct; but the fact that the writer 

.hereof (who is a Narragansett), united them in 1825, and 
has continued with them until the present time, he* trusts will 
be deemed a sufficient apology, if he feels inclined to continue 
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their history to the present time, after their settiement in their 
new home as aforesaid. Their pale-faced brethren began, after 
awhile, to settle among them, worked some of their land on 
shares, some leased the lands for a term of years, and, in soiqe 
instances, for the extraordinary term of ninety-nine yea.rs; and 
at their owii risk, commenced making valuable improvementay 
both in clearing the lands and erecting building^. It will 
readily be perceived, that such a procedure would, in pro< ŝss 
of time, lead to difficulties and perplexities. As migjit have 
been expected, the white men refused to leave the soil until they 
had received ample, and, in some instances, extortionate, sumis 
of money, as indemnity for their improvements. Finally such 
strife and contention grew out of this state of affairs, that the 
parties found it necessary to apply tiO' the Govemmjent of the 
Sltate of New York, to adjust their difficulties. On ecsamiaar 
tion, the Legislature found the case so complex, and the daims 
of each party such, that equal justice could not be meted out to 
each in any other manner than to divide the whole tract of land 
into two equal parts. The Indians were then allowed to choose 
one part, anid all lihe whites who were found residing on such 
part, were forthwith required to leave, and settie on the other 
half of the town or tract, and all the Indians who were found 
residing on the last-mentioned half, were required to remove 
on to the first-chosen part. The part on which the whites now 
fc>und themselves, wlas then thrown into ni(arket, and the money 
arising fromi the sale tiiereof, was deposited in! fhe Treasury of 
the State of New York, for the benefit of the Brotiiertown In­
dians. It will he borne in mind, however, that the white® were 
first indemnified for their improvements, ont of said money, 
when the Brothertowns drew* the interest on the remainder, an­
nually, until the year 1841, when they petitioned and drew out 
the principal, about $30,000. 

After their difficulties were adjusted by the Legislature, a» 
aforesaid, the whites and Brothertowns lived as neigjibors, and 
tjraffidfced together in peace and harmony for several years; and 
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the Legislature passed several acts which were intended as a 
safeguard to their rights and property. This code had itŝ  de­
sired effect for a while, but at length the genius of the ever-
restless pale-face discovered flaws in said code, of which they 
took advantage, and immediately commenced trespassing, by 
cutting and carrying away much valuable timber. This, of 
course, led to much litigatioui, which, in the end, was almost 
sure to prove disastrous to the poor Indian; foi" the whitei man 
could carry away fifty or a hundred dollars worth of timber, 
and when sued, the Indian w^uld obtain a isixpenny judgment 
against him. And, even if anything like a righteous judgment 
was obtained, the trespasser would carry the euit up, and thus 
again the Indian would, in the end, miake a losing business, in 
the shape of lawyers' fees. Added to all of these discourage­
ments, intemperance began to prevail, to an alarming extent, 
among the Nation. What was to be; done? Annihilation be­
gan again to stare them, in the face, as it had formerly done 
on the Atlantic coast. Otee more the subject of seeking out a 
new homie in the Far West, was agitated and fairly discussed, 
and, after the most mature deliberation, the Btothertowns con­
cluded to send delegates to treat with somie of thedr* red bo'eth-
ren of the West, for a portion of their lands. An attempt was 
first made in Indiana, which failed, thougbi two or three indi­
viduals succeeded in obtaining a half section of land each, hy a 
clause in the treaty with the Ddawares in 1818. These indi­
vidual tracts were sold by the parties, by consent of the Presi­
dent of the United Staites, but unfortunately for the purchaaiers, 
and their successors, tiie heirs of said Indians who obtained and 
sold said half sections, discovered, a few years agO', that there 
was some Want of legality in the purchase by the whites, and 
the said heirs-at-law set up a claim to the said landsi, and the 
question is now at issue between them and the whites, who are 
in possession, and who will probably finally triumph. 

About the same time a.bove sipoken of, the Stockbridge, 
Munsee, Seneca, Tuscarora, and Oineida tribes were negotia-
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ting a treaty, by consent of the President of the United States^ 
with the Menomonee^ Winnebago, and other tribes who owned 
the country at and around Green Bay. They succeeded in 
making a purchase of a large tract of land, and partly paid for 
it;, but unfortunately they were likely to fail in being able to 
pay up the last installment; and, at this critical juncture, the 
Brothertowns, who had also sent delegates to Green Bay to 
obtain lands, were told by the Stockbridges, Munsees, &o., 
that if they would advance money to pay up the last installment, 
they should become equal ownerŝ  in the whole) purchase. This 
the Brothertowtois did, and once miore fondly began to anticipate 
an end to all their difficulties and perplexities. This, I believei, 
was in 1827. This treaty was ratified by the President, and 
Senate of the United States; but by the interference of cer­
tain prominent and self-interested individuals, who resided at 
Green Biay, and who were aided by the influence of certain Gx>v-
emment officials, the several tribes concerned came very neax 
being cheated out of their purchase. I t would be tedious to 
go into all the particulars of this nefarious and scandalous at­
tempt. Suffice it to say, tliat after the most strenuous exertions 
-of the tribes, from year to year, which was necessarily accomr 
pianied with the expenditure of large sums of money, during a 
course of somp ten or twelve years, they at last succeeded in 
securing, each, a small reservation. By this final adjustment, 
the BrothertowtoLS obtained one township of land, eight miles 
long by four miles wide, on the east side of WinnebagO' Lake; 
and this in lieu of a tract thirty by twelve miles square, which 
they in justice and equity ought tO' have had. As early as 
1831, four families of the Brothertowns emigrated from the 
Sta,te of New York, and took possession of what they justiy 
considered their lands, and remained there until the final settle-
m»ent of their difficulties. The whole tribe then emigrated in a 
very few years., and coinmenced clearing up farms, in the dense 
forest, which covered their whole township. Having no laws 
which they could enforce, for the protection of their lives; and 
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property, and having^ in all their ways, manner of living, ap­
pearance in dress, and speech (not having spoken or known 
anything of their own tongue for one hundred years), become 
perfectly assimilated to their white brethren, they concluded to 
petition Congress for citizenship. Their prayer was granted, 
and an act was passed for their benefit, on the third day of 
March, A. D. 1839. From' that time they have lived under 
the laws of the State, have officers of their ow;n in most cases, 
and have sent t h r^ of their own n\en as members of the Legis^ 
lature, to^wit: William Fowler, Alonzo D. Dick, and W. 
H. Dick. These men are noted in one of the volumes of Gen. 
Smith's History of Wisconsin, as being "Stockbridge Indi­
ans;'^ but this is a palpable mistake, as they were all three 
Brothertown Indians. It is to be hoped that this error will be 
corrected in future editions of this work. 

lodlan Words of the Narragansett Tribe 

Suck-wish, Come in. 
We-quo-sen, How do you do, or good mioming. 
Much-a-chucks, . . . . . . Boy. 
Taw-but-nee, Thank you. 
Chee-boy, Devil, or Evil Spirit. 
Quett-hunk, . . . . . . . . A stick to poke the ^^ with. 

The above words are all I know of the language of my tribe. 
I am now nearly 52 years of age. They were taugbt me by my 
grandmoither when I was a little boy. She died in 1825, aged 
84 years. These words were taught her, by her mother, when 
she (my grandmotiier), was a little girl You may judge from 
this how long it must be since the Brothertowns used their na­
tive tongue. 

A few more words and I will close this already too long com­
munication. Here, then, are the Brothertown Indians on the 
east side of Winnebago Lake, in Oalumet County, trying to 
imitate our white brethren in all things except their vices.— 
Here we have taken our last stand, as it were, and are resolved 
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to meet manfully, that overwhelming tide of fate, which seema 
destined, in a few short years, to sweep the Eed Man from the 
face of existence. The thought is a sad and gloomy one, but 
the fiat seems to have gone forth, and we must submit. Al­
ready has intermarriage with tlie whites so changed the B-roth-
ertowns, in complexion, that three-quarters of them would be 
readily considered as white, were they where not known, 
and in another generation our Indian hlood will probably be-
comje so intiermixed vdth the general mass of mankind, that if 
the inquiry is made. Where are the Brothertown' Indians ? echo 
wiU answer. Where f 

Thus, Sir, I have endeavored to give a true outline, or 
sketch, detailing who the Brothertown Indians are, which I re­
spectfully dedicate to the State Historical Sodety. If it shaU 
be deemed worthy of acceptance, happy shall I be. But if it 
shall be deemed worthy only of the flames, let it be so; even 
in that case, I shall have one consolation—^that I have contrib­
uted all that lay in my power. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, 
Yours most respectfully, 

TffOliCAS OoMMiXJCK.* 

•Poor Commuck! The following winter after penning the preceding 
sketch, he was drowned, through a hole in the ice, near his residence, in 
Calumet County — whether by accident or design, is not known. In the 
1st vol. of Wis. Hist. Colls., is a brief Sketch of Calumet County, from 
his pen. He was a true friend of the Historical Society; and had he 
lived a few years longer, he would doubtless have contributed additional 
papers of historic interest. His love for preserving the history of his 
people should shame many a white man whose opportunities have been 
far greater, but whose contributions have been nothing.—^L. C. D. 



T h e Stockbridges 

By Kcv. Cutting Marsh 

WAUPACA, Waupaca County, March 25th, 1857. 

To the Hon. LYMAIST O. DBAPiaa/Oor. Sec. Historical Society, 
Wis.: 
DEAR SIB :—I have received a communication from; a young 

man belonging to the Stockbridge Indians, containing some 
account of two of their most distinguished men. One now 
survives, John Metoxen^ but the other, J. W. Quinney, is 
dead. I think he died in 1855. I send you also the Albany 
Free-Holder, of July 12, 1854, which contains a speech, of John 
W. Quinney, and whicli, I presume, was the last public 
speech he ever made. Unlike most speeches of the kind made 
by white men and put in to the Indians' mouths, I believe that 
you may rely upon this as being Quinney's alone. I know 
that it is his styl^ he was capable of making such a speech, 
and no one in the nation ivas equally well acquainted wdth their 
traditions as he was. 

Levi Konkapot, the writer of tiie comimunication I send, is 
a Stockbridge Indian, and has received a very good English 
education, and p<^sesses, naturally, a pretty strong mind. 
From years acquaintance with both Metoxen and Quinney, I 
believe that Konkapot does not hold these men he has so 
grajdiically d^cribed, in too high estimation. Quinney was 
unquestionably a man of superior talents, and had a very good 
common education; and provided he could have had the oppor­
tunity, he w'ould have made a statesman of the highest order. 
His description of Metoxen is also true, and I regreat that I 
have not the means at hand of giving a more full account of his 
early history. Konkapot has furnished me with only a part̂  
of the information I desire, and if he furnishes more, I shall 

20-^iv. [ 2 9 9 ] 
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write you again hereafter. I send you his communication and 
the speech, becâ use the time is so near in which you wish to 
publish, that I thought it not expedient to Wait longer. 

I have read with considerable care, Mr. Ellis' paper in the 
Second Annual Eeport. With much that Mr. Ellis inentions, 
I was personally knowing to, and in the midst of the affairs 
when they transpired. So far as my recollection serves me, 
his statements may be relied upon. 

There is one thing, however, that is mentioned in a note ou 
page 420, of the 2d Vol. Hist Colls., with which I am dis­
posed to differ. I t is there stated that D^. Morse first origi­
nated the plan or idea of the Stockbridges removing, to G-reen 
Bay. Old Metoxen frequently told me, that over a hundred 
years ago a delegation from their nation visited the Sa.cs and 
Foxes when they resided at Green Bay; and that their grand­
children (the Sacs, &e.), invited them to come and settle down 
with thems then, and as an inducement they said they "would 
give them, beaver-skins for their bed." 

As a choice present, the Sacs and Foxes sent tiieir Grand­
father (a term which they apply to the Stockbridge to this 
day) a large piece of red pipe-stone, as large as one man 
could carry. "Ever since," said the aged Metoxen, "we have 
kept this in mind." He said that their league of friendship with 
the Sacs and Foxes was formed when the former resided in 
Canada. Ever since the chain of friendship has been kept 
bright. That covenant was renewed during the S-ac war of 
1832. The latter heard that their Grandfatiier wias going to 
strike them (in Indian parlance), and they sent a delegation, it 
seems, on purpose to know if that was the case. They (the 
Stockbridges) assured them it was not so. The covenant of 
peace and friendship was then renewed, and the del^ation 
returned. 

But, Sir, I cannot review the scenes with which I have been 
conversant, and the whole history of the transactions of Gov­
ernment agents with the New York Indians, as they have 



1859] The Stockbridges 301 

related them, time and again, without the deepest pain. I am 
ashamed of my country; I would fain draw the veil of eter­
nal oblivion over them, if I could. I resided witii' tiie Stock-
bridges for the most part of the time from May 1st, 1830, to 
the fall of 1848, as a missionary, and canniot but feiel a strong 
sympathy for themu 

Yours, very truly, 
OUTTINQ MAOaSH. 





The Last of the Mohicans 

By Levi Konkapot, Jr. 

SiTOOKBETDGE;, W I S . / M a r c h 6tiL> 1857. 

To Eev. Gutting Marsh: 
Beverend Sir—Your letter of February 24th last, I received 

a short time since, in which you expressed an earnest desire for 
a brief historical notice of our tribe, or at least of such of our 
leading men as were actively employed in rempving our 
people to this S-tate. I will endeavor to comply with your 
request so far as may be consistent with my duties, and will 
content miyself at present with notices o£ one or two of our 
head men, leaving other details connected with our tribe, to 
some future opportunity. I herewith send yon a copy of the 
ATbamj Free-Holder^ containing a speech deHvered a few yeari 
ago by John W. Quinney, at Eeidsville, N". Y. 

John Metoxen, was born at Stockbridge, Miassachusetts, in 
1770, and consequently must now' be about eighty-seven years 
of age. He received his education at Biethlehem, Pennsylva­
nia, among the Moravians. Before finishing his studies, Mr. 
Metoxen was called from home to a^ist his tribe in business 
at N"ew Stockbridge, N. Y., whither they had emigrated. 
Sbon after his return, he was employed by his people as an 
interpreter, in which capacity he continued' to act until a few! 
years ago, when he v âs induced by age and various other cir­
cumstances, to abandon his post. JoEn W. Quinney and 
Solomon H. Hendrick being the master spirits and champions 
of the humiane policy of removing their people to Green Bay,. 
in order to avoid the vices and growing dissipation incident to 
civilized society now crow'ding upon them, conducted a por­
tion of them thither, while John Metoxen and Austiu E* 
Quinney were also tihe leading men of a band conducted to 

[30S] 
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White Bfiver, in the State of Indiana. Baving discovered that 
the lands anticipated at White Eiver liad heen sold, they re­
moved NTorth-west, and joined their brethren at Stiat^burgh, 
near Green Bay, in this Sitate. 

Previous to the arrival of the Eev. Mr. Miner as mission­
ary, Mr. Metoxen was in the habit, as his wife relates, of 
ojficiating as a religious teacher amoi^ the tribe, when tiiey 
had good meetings, and Were much engaged in religion. After 
the arrival of Mr. Miner, and during your own labors as a 
missionary, Mr. Metoxen was the only reliable man that could 
be resorted to as a correct and fluent interpreter. DIuring ihe 
last few years he has been of great service in giving testimony 
to events connected with olden- timies. 

Mr. Metoxen has taken an active part in the civil and 
political afifairs of his tribe. Especially during our unfortu­
nate disputes from 1843 to 1848, between the citizen and 
Indian parties, he occupied a distinguished position by lend­
ing his whole influence to the Indian party. 

Whea young, Mr. MeUoxen Was a man of great bodily 
strength, and owing to many hard-fougjit personal conflicts, in 
which he had .been engaged, he was commonly styled the 
"Stockbridge bully." 

As an interpreter, the style of Mr. Metoxen was that of 
classic harmiony and beauty. I am delighted' with the Oneida 
language, as spoken by D'aniel Bread, although to me unin­
telligible; and I am pleased with the style of Washington 
Irving of your own tong:ue; but I have also been frequentiy 
entertained in listening to the classic beauty and force, as ut­
tered hy John Metoxen, of the langu'age of the Mudh-he-oon-' 
news, whether delivered around the council-firee of the Nation, 
or within the sacred walls of the sanctuary. In council, his 
speeches are generally listened to- with deep attention and in­
terest, and his opinions Were regarded as important. 

BHit "the old man eloquent" is now silent. By the influence 
of sickness, infirmity and old age, he seems to take but little 
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interest in the affairs of the Nation, or even in passing scenes 
and events, however thrilling. His memory is impaired, and 
he says he has forg<3tten a great many ̂ things. He, however, 
answers questions as far as he is able. He appears to take 
delight in being reminded of events connected with the excit­
ing days of his vigorouŝ , manly youth—of days long since 
passed away. He is evidentiy drawing, toward the close of 
mortal existence. He is ready almost to commence that jour­
ney whence no traveller returns. He is tottering on the brink 
of that grave Which is ready with itB yawning gulf to envelope 
him. See! There he goes from his couch to his chair; then 
from his chair to his couch. Take care, friends!—hold, hold 
himj! Don^t let him fall, for that may be his last! See how he 
stands trembling, tottering, and stuttering, sometimes. leaning 
on the arm of a friend for assistance. 

Farewell, brother, farewell! Let us shake hands together. 
Though for many years the chain of our friendship hagi been 
broken, I trust it will not so remain forever. Let the long, lost 
link be restored, and the chain of friendship be re-united. Let 
us call to mind the fraternity of our fathers', and imitate their 
example. May our guardian angels, the spirits of our brothers, 
warriors, and wise men, witness this impressive ceremony, and 
carry its welcome tidings to our Oreat Chief. And if you 
first reach the happy hunting grounds of the spirit land, I shall 
tell the white man— t̂hus lived, and thus died the Last of the 
Mohicans. 

John W. Q;uinney was born in the year 1797, and while yet 
a lad acquired a common English education at a higji school in 
Yorktowui, N". Y., under the patronage of the United States. 
Solomon IJ. Hendrick and Dennis Hendrick were his com­
panions at school. Solomon and John are represented as 
having made rapid proficiency during the tim^ they attended, 
which was only three years, in Ehglish Gramfmlar, Arithmetic, 
Surveying, &c., and it is affirmed as an undoubted opinion, 
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that if they had been permitted to go through a course of class­
ical studies, but few white young men could have excelled 
them. 

The lot of John W. Quinney having fallen among an inter­
esting people, the old and constant friends of the United 
States, the Stockbridge ISTation, who were just emerging fromi a 
state oi barbarism into civilization, he was employed by themi 
to impart that instruction he had received to their youth. By 
a constant and unwearied attention in this business-, he gained 
the confidence and good will of all, so that arriving to years of 
maturity he was immediately transferred to attend to the affairs 
of the ISTation. 

A mere outline of the character of John W. Quinney would 
fail to do justice to the renowned chief of at least a portion of 
the Stiockbridge Nation. His whole life has been a scene of 
constant activity and unwearied industry in Indian diplomacy. 
Since he has been engaged publicly during the last thirty years 
on affairs' arising between the Stockbridges and the United 
States, and the State of New York, with distinction, it would 
require a large volume to recount the varied incidents and 
events connected with his romantic history. H^ has visited 
the seat of General Government on business eleven times; and 
during a large portion of the period occupied by th^e miseiofns, 
he has met with repeated difficulties and obstacles' from various 
sources, which failing to^frustrate his undaunted spirit, sc'rved 
only to increase the confident "reliance of those by whom he 
was employed, to bring to a successful issue, their favorite 
schemes of policy. Unlike Sysiphus, though decreed to a life 
of constant toil and labor, without a prospect of ease and 
freedom, he seemed to be employed, m ease and freedom^ 
against the trials and impediments by which he was surrounded. 
And like Charles the TWelfth, he laughed at the thought of 
avoiding danger; delighting, amid the whizzing storms of life, 
to encounter his numerous foes. 
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In personal demeanor he was kind to all, but particularly to 
his friends, winning their constant attachment, and inspiring 
respect even from his enemies. He had enemies. Some of 
them were bitter enemies; but he also had many, many friends. 

In general intercourse, he was affable in his manners, courte­
ous in debate, dignified in address, and civil to* his opponents, 
eliciting similar treatment from the most rancorous, except such 
as could not he reasoned ivith. 

The most prominent trait of Mr. Quinney^s character, was 
perseverance. The continued obstructions by which; he was 
beset, was enough to discourage the career of the most noted 
fabled heroes of the ancients; and the smiling manner in which 
he repeated his efforts, until triumphantly successful, deserves 
to be celebrated in song! 

John W. Quinn^ was certainly an illustrious character. 
Had he lived in the days of the ancients, his name would have 
been registered with Hercules in the Temple of Fame. Eng­
land has had her Alfreds and Cromwells; France her Napo­
leons; Eome her OsBsars and Scipios; Carthage her Han-
nibals; Sweden her Charles the Twelfth; Prussia her Fred­
ericks; Eussia her Peters and Nicholases; and America her 
Jeffersons and Adamses. Had his destiny been to dwell 
among more civilized nations, and to move in a higher or dif­
ferent sphere of action, his career would have been none the 
less distinguished than were those of the aforenamed heroes 
and statesmen. 

In later times, the Cherokee Nation" has her Bosses and 
Eidges! And now during the faint and glimmering light yet 
remaining of a "decaying and decayed people," caused, among 
other things, by their internal dissensions; during their last 
and expiring existence, the ill-fated Mohicans can also, once 
more, perhaps for the last time, chronicle on the records of 
Fame among the illustrious dead and living—their John W. 
Quinney. 

LEVI EOKKAPOT;, Jr. 





Death of John W- Quinney 

By a Stockbridge Indian 

Our correspondent has sent us a truthful and succinct narra­
tive of the prominent events in the life of John W- Quinney, 
which we subjoin. We are requested to state, that the friends 
of the deceased would be gratified if the New York Tribune 
and the Evangelist would copy this obituary notice.—i^ond 
du Lac Union, Aug. 9, 1855. 

John W. Quinney, ex-Stockbridge Indian Chief, die^j at 
his residence in Stockbridge, Wisconsin, upon the morning of 
the 21st of July, 1855, after having beeif'in a state of decline 
for about one year. His death is deeply felt and mourned by 
his people, as he has been to them what Henry Clay and 
D'aniel Webster were to the American people- Hb was among 
tiiem a great man, and to them, the great has fallen. 
No member, in the history of the Stockbridge tribe, has been 
his equal in usefulness, in penetration gf mind, and soundness 
of judgment. When a boy, he was one of three who received 
a comimon English education, under the patronage of the Unit­
ed States, being placed under the tuition of a Mr. Oaleb Un-
darhill, of Westchester County, N. Y., where he pursued 
his studies with alacrity and great proficiency. By degrees 
he gained the confidence of his people, until almost the entire 
national business rested upon him. In 1822, he, with two 
others, foimed a deputation to Green Bay, where a treaty was 
made and concluded With the Menomonees, by which was pur­
chased all the Green Bay lands, designed for the future home 
of the New York Indians. He procured, in 1825, the passage 
of a law through the New York State Legislature, to give the 
Stockbridge tribe full value for their lands, which remained to 
them in that state, and which enabled them subsequently to 
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remove themselves to Green Bay. This law is memorable as 
being the first ever passed by the New York Legislature to 
give an Indian tribe full value for tieir lands. The lands of 
the New York Indians, purchased of the Menomion^s, being 
endangered by a re-purchase, made by the United States offi­
cers, he was sent iu 1828 to petition Congress, in behalf of the 
United New York tribes, for the recognition of tiieir rights to 
sucib lands. He, however, failed, and the Stockbridge tribe lost 
their home at Kaukauna, upon the Fox Eiver, the General Gov­
ernment barely allowing them $25,000 for their improvements. 
Mr. Quinney seeing this, entered at once into a new plan, and 
finally, after great labor and protracted efforts, he obtained, in 
1832, the grant of two townships upon the east side of Lake 
Winnebago, where the tribe still reside. About the year 1833 
he framed a Constitution, as the basis of a tribal government, 
which was adopted by his people, and led to the abandonmient 
of hereditary power, and a choice of republicanism. In 1846, 
he effected a repeal of an act passed by Congress in 1843, 
which made citizens of the tribe, and had his people rmtored 
back to enjoy their own customs and government, and obtained 
for them $5,000 on account of their old claims. The tribe 
made a treaty in 1843^ in which he took a proaninent part, the 
Government stipulating to find the tribe a new ho<me w^st.of 
the Mississippi, and to remove them thither within a certain 
time, but after many, but unsuccessful attempts, on their part, 
to select and remove, in which Mr. Quinney engaged with un­
tiring zeal, he finally conceived the plan of getting back the 
township of Stockbridge. Efforts were immediately com­
menced, which have finally terminated in the formation of a 
new treaty, by which the Government cede back to the tribe 
their old home. In 1854, he succeeded in tM passage of a law 
by Congress, which gave him a fee simple title to 460 acres of 
land in Stockbridge. At the election held in 1852, he was 
chosen Grand Sachem of the tribe, which office he honorably 
filled for three years, encouraging education and everything 
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calculated to improve his people. Thus, it will be seen, that 
the public labors of Mr, Quinney have not only been many, 
but very important to his tribe. No business of a public nature, 
which he deemed important, but what he entered into it with 
all his soul, even to the neglect and sacrifice of his own private 
matters. His whole aim seems to have been to establish him­
self and people upon some permanent home. He was slow in 
business^ but sure. His purposes and plans were original, 
deep and far-searching; his disposition mild, his deroioanor 
that of a gentleman. None could converse with him, or be in 
his presence any length of time, and not be convinced that 
they had been with an amiable and great man. In the death 
of such a one, the tribe sustain an irreparable loss. He leaves 
a vacancy which will not soon be filled. 

A MEMBER OF THE TEIBE. 

STOCKBBiDaE^ July 28th, 1855. 





Speech of John W . Quinney* 

There was a large gathering of the people, numbering about 
two thousand. 

Denison Fish presided, assisted hy several Vice Presidents 
and Secretaries. Dr. Bou^ton delivered a short address, and 
was followed by John W. Quinney, an Indian of the Stock-
bridge tribe, and principal chief of the Nation. His address, 
which we give below, is strongly marked by the peculiarities of 
Indian eloquence. 

The speech will be found interesting for its references to the 
traditional memoirs of the origin of the Indian race, and their 
taking poissession of this country. I t is to be lamented that 
the proceedings of the last great council of the Muh-he-oon-newi 
tribe, reduced to writing, as stated by Mr. Quinney, have not 
been preserved. They would have formed the most authentic 
and reliable memorial of the traditions of the Eeid Man ever 
commiitted to paper. 

The Stockbridge Indians once owned all the land on the 
Hudson Eiver. There is no record of their having sold any part 
of the land constituting the manor of Eensselaerwyck. That 
part of Mr. Quinney's speech which touches upon the maimer 
in which most of the land was purchased from the Indians, con­
tains too much truth. We presume that hardly one of the old 
Indian conveyances was fairly and honorably made. The whole 
of Saratx>ga County, and parts of Schenectady, Pulton and 
Montgomery, were bought of two or three Indians, who had no 

*Tliis interesting speectL of Jolm Wv Quinney, cliief of the Stockbridge 
Indians, was delivered at the celebration of the Fourth of July, 1854, at 
ReidsviUe, New York. 
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power to convey, for a little rum, a few blankets and trinkets, 
and these constituted the ground upon which the patent of 
Kayaderosseras was granted. I t is a curious fact, that one of 
the patentees of that patent was the great-grandfather of Dr. 
Boughton. 

Mr. Quinney's speech contains several hard hits. After 
speaking of the laws passed to'legalize titles fradulently ob­
tained, he puts the following questions: ^^Will you, look steadily 
at the intrigues, bargains, corruption and log-rolling of the 
present Legislatures, a/ad see any trace of the divinity of jus­
tice? And hy what test shall he tried the acts of the old Colo-
nial Courts a/nd Councils f^ 

Well and stoutly put. Who will answer them ? 
The last half of this speech is admirable. I t is a bold, stern 

and mianly protest against the uniform and persistent injustice 
which has been meted out to the Indian race. We hope to see 
it republished in all the newspapers of the aoxmiTj.—-Albany 
Free-Holder, July 12, 1854. 

Quinney's Speech 

I t may appear to those whom I have the honor tO' address, a 
singular taste, for me, an Indian, to take an interest in the tri­
umphal days of a people, who occupy by conquest, or have 
usurped the possession of the territories of my fathers, and 
have laid and carefully preserved, a train of terrible miseries, 
to end when my race shall have ceased to exist. But thanks to 
the fortunate circumstances of my life, I have been\ taught in 
the schools, and been able to read your histories and accounts 
of Eiuropeans, yourselves and the Eed Man; which instruct me, 
that while your rejoicings to-day are commemorative of the free 
birth of this giant nation, they simply convey to my mind, the 
recollection of a transfer of the miserable weakness and depend-
ance of my race from one great power to another. 

My friends^ I am getting old, and have witnessed, for many 
years, your increase in wealth and power, while the steady con-
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suming decline of my tribe, admonishes me, that their extinc­
tion is inevitable—^they know it themselves, and the reflection 
teaches them! hmnility and resignation, direicting their atteiiticn 
to the existence of those bappy hunting-grounds which the 
Great Father has prepared for all his red children. 

In this spirit, my friends (being invited to come here), as a 
Muh-he-con-new, and now standing upon the soil which once 
was, and now ought to be, the property of this tribe, I have 
thought for once, and certainly the last time, I would shake you. 
by the hand, and ajsk you'to listen, for a little while, to what I 
have to say. 

In the documentary papers of this state, and in the various 
histories of early events in the settlement of this part of the 
country by the whites, the many traditions of my tribe, which 
are as firmly believed as written annals by you, inform me that 
there are many errors. Without, however, intending to refer 
to, and correct those histories, I will give you what those tra­
ditions are. 

About the year 1645, and when King Ben (the last of the 
hereditary chiefs of the Muh-he-con-new Nation) was in Ms 
prime, a Grand Council was convened of the Muh-he-con-new 
tribe, for the purpose of conveying from' the old to the young 
men, a knowledge of the past. Councils, for this object espe­
cially, had ever, at stated periods, been held. Here, for the 
space of two moons, the stores of memory were dispensed; cor­
rections and comparisons made, and the results committed to 
faithful breasts, to be transm^itted again to succeeding posterity. 

Many years after, another, and the last, Council of this kind 
was held; and the traditions reduced to writing, by two of our 
young men, who had been taught to read and write, in the 
school of the EJev. John Sargeant, of Stockbridge, Massa­
chusetts. They were obtained, in some way, by a white man, 
for publication, who sooni after dying, all trace of them became 
lost. The traditions of the tribe, however, have mainly been 
preserved; of which I give you substantially, the following: 

21---iv. 
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''A great people came from the North-West: crossed over 
the salt-waters, and after long and weary pilgrimages (planting 
many colonies on their track), took possession, and built their 
fires upon the Atlantic coast, extending fromi the Delaware on 
the south, to the Penobscot in the north. They became, in 
process of time, divided into different tribes and interests; all, 
however, speaking one common dialect. This great confede­
racy, comprisng De<lawares, Munsees, Mohegans, Narragan-
setts, Pequots, Penobseots, and many others (of v/hom a few 
are now scattered among the distant wilds of the West—others 
supporting a weak, to-ttering existence; while, by far, a larger 
remainder have passed that bourne, to which their brethren are 
tending), held its Council once a year, to deliberate on the gen­
eral welfare. Patriarchal delegattes from each tribe attended, 
assisted by priest® and wise men, who commiunicated the will, 
and invoked the blessing, of the Great and Good Spirit. The 
policy and decisions of this Council were every where respected, 
and inviolably observed. Thus contentment smiled upon their 
existence, and they Were happy. Their religion^ communi­
cated by priests and prophets, was simple and true. The man­
ner of worship is imperfectly transmitted; but their reverence 
for a Great and Good Spirit—(whom they referred to by look­
ing or pointing upwards), the observance of feasts and fasts, in 
each year; the offering of beasts in thanksgiving and for atone-
raent, is clearly expressed. They believed the soul to be imh 
mortal;—in the existence of a bappy land beyond the view, in­
habited by those whose lives had been blameless: while for the 
wicked had been a region of misery reserved, covered with 
thorns and thistles, where comfort and pleasure were unknown. 
Time was divided into years and seasons; twelve moons for a 
year, and a number of years by so many winters. 

The tribe, to which your speaker belongs, and of which there 
were many bands, occupied and possessed the country fromi the 
sea-shore, at Manhattan, to Lake Champlain. Having found 
an ebb and flow of the tide, they said: "This is Muh-heK3on-
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new,''—"like our waters, which are never still." From this 
expression, and by this name, they were afterwards known, un­
til their removal to Stockbridge, in the year 1Y30. Housatonie 
Eiver Indians, Mohegan, Manhattas, were all names of bands 
in different localities, but bound together, as one family, by 
blood, marriage and descent. 

At a remote period, before the advent of the Europeans, their 
wise men foretold the coming of a strange race, from the sun­
rise, as numerous as the leaves upon the trees, who' would 
eventually oroWd them from their fair possessions. But appre­
hension was mitigated by the knowledge and belief, at that time 
entertained, that their original home was not there, and after 
a period of years, they would return, to the West, from whence 
they had come; and, moreover^ said they, "all the red mjen are 
sprung from a common ancestor, made by the Great Spirit from 
red clay, who will unite their strength to avert a common 
calamity.'^ This tradition is confirmled by the comonon belief, 
which prevails in our day with all the Indian tribes; for they 
recognize one another by their color, as brothers, and acknowl­
edge! one Great Creator. 

Two hundred and fifty winters ago, this prophecy was veri­
fied, and the Muh-he-con-new, for the first timje, beheld the 
"pale-face.'̂ ' Their number was small, but their canoes were 
big. In the select and exclusive circles of your rich men, of 
the present day, I should encounter the gaze of curiosity, but 
not such as overwhelmed the senses of the Aborigines, my an­
cestors. "Our visitors were white, and must be sick. They 
asked for rest and kindness. We gave them both'. They were 
strangers, and we took themi in—snaked, and we olotheid tihemi.'' 
The first impression of astonishment and pity. Was. sncceeded 
by awe and admiration of superior art, intelligence and ad­
dress. A passion for information and improvement possessed 
the Indian^—a residence was freely ofiered^— t̂erritory given— 
and covenants of friendship exchanged. 

Your written accounts of events at this period are familiar 
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to you, my friends. Your children read them every day in 
their school books; but they do not read—no mjind at this time 
dan conceive, and no pan record, the terrible story of recom-
pecose for kindness, which for two hundred years has been paid 
the simple, trusting, guileless Muh-he-con-new. I have seen 
much myself—^have been connected with more, and, I tell you, 
I know all. The tradition of the wise men is figuratively true, 
'̂̂ that our home, at last, will be found in the West;'^ for, an­

other tradition informs us, that "far beyond the setting sun, 
upoDD, the smiling, happy lands, we shall be gathered with our 
^Fathers, and be at rest,'' 

Promises and professions were freely given, and as ruthless­
ly—intentionally broken. To kindle your fires—to be of and 
with us, was sought as a privilege; and yet at that moment you 
were transmitting to your kings, beyond the water, intelligence 
of your possession, '^by rigbt of discovery," and demanding 
assistance to assert and maintain your hold. 

Where are the twenty-five thousand in number, and the four 
thousand warriors, wio constituted the power and population of 
Ibe great Muh-he-con-new Nation in 1604 ? Tbey have been 
victims to vice and disease, which the white man imported. 
The smiall-pox, measles, and "strong waters" have done the 
work of annihilation. 

Divisions and feuds were insidiously promoted between the 
several bands. They were induced to thin each other's ranks 
wdthout juist cause; and subsequently were defeated and disor­
ganized in detail. 

I t is curious, the history of my tribe, in its decline, during 
the last two centuries and a half. Nothing that deserved the 
name of purchase, was ever made. Erom various causes, they 
Were induced to abandon their territory at intervals, and retire 
further to the inland. Deeds were given, indifferently to the 
Government, or to individuals, for which little or no considera­
tion was paid. The Indian was- informed, in many instances, 
that he was selling one parcel, while the conveyance described 
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other, and much larger limits. Should a particular band, for 
purposes of hunting or fishing, desert, for a time, its usual place 
of residence, the land was said to be abandoned, and the Indian 
claim extinguished. To legalize and confirm' titles thus acqui3> 
ed, laws and edicts were subsequently passed, and these laws 
Were said then, and are now called, justice!! Oh! what a 
mockery!! to confo-und justice with law. Will you look stead­
ily at the intrigues, bargains, corruption and log-rolling of your 
present Legislatures, and see any trace of the divinity of jus­
tice ? And by what test shall be tried the acts of the old Colo­
nial Courts and Councils ? 

Let it not surprise you, my friends, when I say, that the spot 
on which We stand, has never been purchased or rigjitly ob­
tained; and that by justice, human and divine, it is the pro­
perty now of the remnant of that great people fromi whom I am 
descended. They left it in the tortures of starvation, and to 
improve their miserable existence; but a cession was never 
mlade, and their title has never been extinguished. 

The Indian is said to be the ward of the white man, and the 
negro his slave. Has it ever occurred to you, my friends, that 
while the slave is increasing, and increased by every appliance, 
the Indian is left to rot and die, before the humanities of this 
model Republic! You have your tears, and groans, and mobs^ 
and riots, for individuals of the former, while your indifference 
of purpose, and vacillation of policy, is hurrying to extraction,. 
whole comtmunities of the latter. 

What are the treaties of the general Government ? How of­
ten, and when, has its plighted faith been kept? Indian occu­
pation} forever, is, next year, or by the next Oommissioaoar, more 
wise than his predecessor, re-purchased. Otie removal follows 
aniother, and thus your sympathies and justice are evinced in 
speedily fulfilling the terrible destinies of our race. 

My friends, your holy book, the Bible, teaches us, that indi­
vidual offences are punished in an existence, wheni time shall be 
no more. And the annals of the earth are equally instructive^ 
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that national wrongs are avenged, and national crimes atoned 
for in this World, to which alone the conformations of existence 
adapt them]. 

These events are above our comprehension, and for wise 
purposes. For myself and for my tribe, I ask for justice—^I 
believe it will sooner or later occur—and may the Great and 
Good Spirit enable me to die in hope. 

WAKisruAucoisr̂  the Muk-he-con-new. 



Memorial of John W. Quinney 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States, in Congress assembled: 

FATHEES: I pray your listening ear. I am a true Native 
American, descended from one of those characters, whose mem­
ory every true American reveres. My grandfather, David 
Nau-nau-neek-nuk^ was a warrior, and he assisted your fathers 
in their struggle for liberty. (See paper marked A, hereto 
appended). 

I was born in the year 1797, and, while yet a lad (I grate­
fully acknowledge it), received a common Ebglish education 
under the patronage of the United States. The papers here­
unto annexed, marked B and C, show that there were two other 
lads educated with me; but I am left alone to tell the story of 
their death, a feŵ  years after their return from school. The 
great Sovereign of the Universe has showed great mercy, and 
enabled m'e t'o answer some purpose of my education;. My 
lot was cast among an interesting people, the old friends of the 
United States, the Stockbridge Nation, who were just emerg­
ing from a state of barbarism into civilization, and I was em­
ployed by them to impart that instruction I had received, to 
their youth. By a constant and unwearied attention in this 
business, I gained the confidence and good will of all, so that 
when I arrived to years of manhoO'd, I was imonediately trans­
ferred to attend to the affairs of the nation. Here I would 
frankly acknowledge, that although but poorly qualified for 
public employment, yet, as the tribe lacked educated men, I 
being young and aspiring for usefulness, consented to- under­
take and do what I could. I moreover felt under great obliga­
tions to my benefactors, who gave me education, and animated 
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me to do something to merit their approbation. I will not 
trouble you with the history of my life, but humbly ask leave 
to present to your notice some of my public transactions which 
have taken place within the period of the last thirty years. I 
earnestly ask your kind indulgence in this, for purposes 
hereinafter mentioned. I was one of the Deputies from the 
N. Y. tribes (so called), who concluded the noted Treaty of 
1822, with the Menomonee Indians at Green Bay, for the pur­
chase of lands, for the future home of the New York tribes of 
Indians. 

In 1824, I procured the passage of a certain law in the New 
York State Legislature to give the Stockbridge tribe full value 
for their lands, which remained tô  them in that State; by which 
alone, the tribe was afterwards enabled to remove itself to 
Green Bay. At that time, such removal was in accordance 
with the favorite policy of the General Govemmient. 

In the fall of 1828, I was deputed by the New York Indians, 
who were at Green Bay, and journeyed tO' the State of New 
York, for the purpose of uniting the New York tribes in a 
petition to Congress, for a confirmation! or recognition of their 
rights to the lands purchased by them from the Winnebagoes 
and Menomonees at Green Bay. The United States Commis­
sioners had given occasion for this, by purchasing from the 
Menomonees at the Treaty of Little Butte des Morts, in 1827, 
a portion of the very lands the New York Indians had previ­
ously purchased. 

I t is a well-known fact that many difficulties have unfortu­
nately befallen the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, in conse­
quence of the United States purchasing their lands from other 
Indian tribes, together with various-other matters of" grievance, 
all of which, however, I have the pleasure to say, have been 
finally adjusted by Congress to the entire satisfaction of the 
Stockbridge tribe. I have adverted to them here, only for the 
purpose of stating that I was employed by the Stockbridge 
tribe, to present them before Congress and the Executive De-
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partments for adjustment. In giving my attention to this 
business, I journeyed from. Green Bay to Washington City 
7dne times. (See further particulars given oni paper marked 
D, hereto appended.) I could do no ncw)re than to comantmi-
oate the wants and wishes of my tribe, and urge upon the Gov­
ernment officerŝ  and members of Congress to grant relief. 
Through my representations, the United Statesi Sknate kindly 
gave the Stockbridge and Munsee tribes, jointly, two townships 
of land, on the east side of the Winnebago Lake, in the now 
State of Wisconsin, in lieu of their location upon F'ox Eiver. 

In 1846, while I was in attendance. Congress honored the 
Stockbridge tribe by passing a law recognizing its tribal char­
acter, and appropriated five thousand dollars for the piayment 
of their claims upon the Government of the United States. 

In 1848, the Stockbridge tribe, avowedly for the purpose of 
ridding themselves from further trouble, sold, by Treaty, to the 
Government of the United States, the balance of their lands at 
the Winnebago Lake. Here, again, the United States Senate, 
in their constitutional action upon said Treaty, have shown 
their parental care over their old friends, the Sixx^kbridge tribe, 
by introducing an amendment to said Tteaty, authorizing the 
President of the United States to give them not less than sev­
enty-two sections of land, wherever they may select, upon the 
west side of the Mississippi Eiver, $5,000 in cash, and the 
further sum of $20,000 to be paid in ten annual paymentB, 
commencing immediately after their removal to their new 
home. Both of which, however, are in consideration for all 
their old claims upon the Government of the United States. I 
will now proceed to state the object for which the above state­
ments are made. I am growing old and poor, by attending 
continually to the business of my people, who are poor and un­
able to give me adequate compensation. I ami, moreover, dis­
couraged With that policy which keeps the tribei in continual 
mutations—^I mean rei-r^-^nls. I have not only witaiessed its 
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injurious effects upon the people, but have, to my sorrow, expe­
rienced it. I feel that I cannot go into the wilderness again and 
begin anew. I have long striven for a home, but̂  for my situa­
tion in the tribe, I have been disappointed. These considera­
tions have led me to approach you in this manner, not in fear, 
but with full confidence that you will recognize mie and appreci­
ate my character, and that if I have done anything to merit your 
approbation, I pray your Honorable Body will please pass a law 
to give me the rights and privileges of a citizen) of the United 
States, and a home, with all my rights in the Stockbridge 
nation inured to me. I have become so attached to that place, 
where I have resided for the last eighteen years, and which has 
become the property of the United States by a Treaty with the 
Stockbridge tribe, as above stated, that it is my earnest wish 
and prayer your Hjonorable Body will please grant me that 
place as my home, where I may spend the few remiaining years 
of my life in peace, and leave an inheritance for my offspring 
after me. The place is in Stockbridge, Oalumet County, Wis­
consin, and comprehended within the following boundaries, to 
wit: bounded on the north by lot No'. 33, recommended to be 
patented to Mr. Dinslow, in the Stockbridge Treaty, of Nov. 
•24th, 1848, and the U. Ŝ . lot No. 74; south, by lots Nos. 37 
and 7O5 recommended to be patented to Mr. John Dick; east 
by the Military Eoad (so called), passing through the to^vn of 
Stockbridge, and west, by the Winnebago Lake—containing 
360 acres of land, more or less; a,bout fifty acres on the south­
west corner of said land is all swamp, but makes the whole 
piece a square one. 

In addition I beg leave to state another consideration, which 
has encouraged me to make the application above set forth, 
which is this: I have found that the young State of Wisconsin 
has made a liberal provision in her Constitution to give Indians 
equal rights and privileges, if they choose to become citizens; 
and I am so pleased with it, that I am willing to test those 
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rights and privileges in this place, which my ancestors have 
aided in procuring. All of which, is nevertheless, respect­
fully submitted to the considerationi of your Honorable Bbdy. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

. . WAUN-NAU-OON, alia^ 
JOHN W. QUINNEY 

WASHIKOTOIS- CITY, D . C , April 12th, 1852. 

A 
WASHHTOTO'K, D . C , ss: 

The undersigned, John Hadocks, of the Town of Stock-
bridge, County of Madison, in the State of New York, being 
duly sWom, doth depose and say, that I was well acquainted 
with John W. Quinney's grandfather (on his mother's side), 
whose name was David Nau-nau-neek-nuk. He lived in the 
same Town, County, and State, where thiS' deponent now re­
sides, and we were neighbors for nearly twenty years, unto the 
day of his death, which happened in the month of May, in the 
year of our Lord, 1821. Hte, the said David Nau-nau-neek-
nuk, had the reputation of being one of the Brave Stochbridge 
Indian Warriors of th^e American Revolution. 

The salid John Hadocks doth further depose and say, that 
the said David Nau-nau-neek-nuk would sometimes meet 
this deponent's father, who was another American Eevolu-
tionist, when they would have a real chat together, and recount 
to one another the scenes of White Plains, Saratoga, and many 
other hard fi.ghts and skirmishes had with the enemy in the 
Northern District, during the Eevolutionary war. This depo­
nent doth further depose and say, tiiat he had often heard the 
said David Nau-nau-neek-nuk say, that he had enlisted in 
the regular army a few times, for short periods, but did not 
like that mode of w^arfare so well as his own, which he called 
the Bush fight. And further this deponent saith not. Given 
at Washington, D'. C , this lOth day of March, A. D., 1852. 

JOHN HADOCKS 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA^ i , 
Com^TT OF WASHIIS-GTOK^ ) ^ ' 

On this tenth day of March, 1852, before the subscriber, a 
Justice of the Peace, in and for said county, personally ap­
peared John Hadocks, and made oath on the Hbly Evangely 
of Almighty God, that the^ forgoing statement,* to which he 
affixed his name in my presence, is true, 

W. THOMPSON, Justice of the Peace 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War, Hen/ry Deair^ 
bom, to Capt Hendrichs, Stochbridge Chief. 

W A B DiBPABTMENT^ 

Janumy SOih, 1809. 
S I E : 

If you will send one of your sons and two other young lads, 
such as the Chiefs shall agree on, to the nine partners to school, 
the Friends at Baltimore will inform you to what person to 
send them, and the United States will pay their board for a 
reasonable time. 

O 

Extract from a letter from\ J. I. Underh,iU, Principal of the 
Grammar School, Poughheepsie, dated PoughTceepsie, N. Y., 
April 2%d, 1850. 

About the close of the year 1810, three Indian boys, 
named Dennis Hendricks, Solomon U. Hendricks, and 
John W. Quinney, were placed under the care of my father, 
Caleb Underbill, of Yorktown, Westchester County, N. Y., 
by that esteemied and celebrated Friend, Eichard Mott, of 
Mamaronick, to be instructed in -'Agriculiure/' and in the 
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braneheis of a '^good English education/^ My fatiher under­
took the former, and the latter devolved upon me. They con­
tinued under my tuition frooooj the above tim0 to the 1st of May, 
1813, and, although I have had thousands of pupils since, I am 
free to say, that none ever excelled them in amiable deport­
ment, in readiness in endeavoring to bei taugjit as required of 
themi, and in docility in receiving and retaining instruction, 
than these youths. The two latter, Solomon and John, made 
great advances, for the time, in English grammar, arithmetic, 
surveying, &c., and I have not the least doubt, if they had 
been permitted to have gone through a course of classical 
studies, but few of our white young men could have excelled 
them. 

D 

Fur the r Part iculars Referred to : 

Being a brief statement of matters of business between the 
Stochbridge tribe of Indmns and the United States, 

in which John W. Quinney was employed. 

The New York tribes of Indians having obtained from the 
General Government fuU permission to buy more land at Green 
Bay, concluded another Treaty for that purpose, the 18th day 
of Obtober, 1822, with the Menomonee nation of Indians at 
that place. In this T'reaty, the Stockbridge tribe was repre­
sented by Solomon U. Hendricks, Abner W. Hendricks, 
and John W. Quinney, regularly authorized by the tribe for 
that purpose. To accomplish this business, and establish at 
Green Bay, that unfortunate portion of the Stockbridges, who 
emigrated to White Eiver, in Indiana, in 1818, but were dis^ 
appointed in their expectations of a home ther*e, in oon.sequence 

of the sale of the lands to the United States by the treaty of 
St Mary's, of August 8, 1818, the delegation above men-
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tioned, before going West, had to proceed to Albany, New 
York, for the purpose of procuring funds for expenses and 
goods for the nation, and the means to make a proportionate 
payment to tiie Winnebagoes and Menomonees for lands pur­
chased from them by the New York tribes the preceding year, 
(1821). Time occupied from the middle of July to November 
24th, say four months. [1822—^four months.] 

All things being satisfactorily arranged by the New York 
tribes about their purchases of lands at Green Bay, the 
Stockbridges determined to secure tiieir rigJits by immediate 
possession. They settled upon a plan of removal by detach­
ments—one to go each year until all were removed. To defray 
the expenses connected therewith, they depended upon the 
avails of the small quantity of land still held by themi in New 
Stockbridge, New York. One company had already removed, 
when I was appointed to negotiate for the passage of a law. by 
the Legislature of the State to give the tribe the full value of 
the balance of their lands, in order to- carry out the arrange­
ments m âde. Thet subject was kindly entertained', and a law 
passed during the winter of 1825, granting the wishes of the 
tribe in! full. This Act is memorable as being the first ever 
passed by the New York Legislature, to give an Indian tribe 
full value for their lands. Among the Stockbridges, it was a 
plume of credit to the humble negotiator. On this occasion I 
was absent from home only three months. [1824-5—3 months.} 

In 1827, the United States held a Treaty at the Little Butte 
des Morts, on Fox Eiver, with various Indian tribes, at 
which delegations from all those of New York Were present. 
The professed object of this Treaty was to settle boundaries 
between the different tribesi. Instead of doing lihis, however, 
the United States Commissioners procured from the Menomo­
nees a cession of lands which they had previously ceded to the 
New York tribes. This wanton violation of their rights they 
could not believe was authorized by the President of the Uni­
ted States, and they resolved to appeal to him for redress. 
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The following winter a delegation accordingly visited Washing­
ton, but failed to have anything done. Late in the fall of the 
same year (1828), I was deputed by all the New York Indians 
at Green Bay to visit the tribes in the State of New York for 
the purpose of getting them to unite in a petition and appeal to 
Congress, which duty I performed. I was further employed 
by the latter to see this document printed and forwarded by an 
agent selected by them for that purpose. The result of this 
proceeding was the ratification of the Treaty, with a proviso, 
"saving the rigbts of the New York Indians." In the spring,. 
I collected the poor of the Stockbridge nation, who were una­
ble to remove themselves, to the number of thirty souls, and 
returned home with them. In the performance of these duties 
I was absent from home over eight months. [1827-8-9— 
eight months.] 

A Commission on the part of the United States visited Green 
Bay in 1830, with a view to effect an amicable compromise of 
the difficulties gToWing out of the T'reaty of 1827, and the at­
tempted invasion of the rights of the New York Indiai^ but 
failed to accomplish the object. I t waŝ  however, believed that 
delegations from^ all thei tribes interested could settle the matter 
in dispute, before the Presidenti of the United States, in a 
manner satisfactory to all concerned. Accordingly, the fol­
lowing winter, delegates from all the New York tribes repaired 
to Washington—^tiie Stockbridges and Munsees being repre­
sented by myself. A large delegation of the Menomonees, 
under the charge of their agent, also came on. The Stock-
bridges and other New York Indians at Green Bay labored 
under great disadvantages. Many of the old Menomonee chiefs, 
with whom the above Indians made the Treaties by which they 
acquired their lands in that region, were dead; others had been 
deposed, and young chiefs put in their places. These, operar 
ted upon and influenced by interested and designing men, were 
disposed to act in a manner hostile to the just rights and inter­
ests of the New York Indians. Hence, as seen in the treaty 



3 30 Wisconsin Historical Collections [voiiv 

of 1831—^by which the difficulties referred to were endeavored 
to be settled, the Menomonee delegation complained of en-
croachraients by the Pottawatomies, Winnebagoes and New 
York Indians, and alleged never having sold lands to the 
latter. Strange to say, they were negotiated with as thougb 
they had not done so. The Treaty was concluded in total dis­
regard of the rights of the New York Indians. They were 
treated as intruders, and as if they had no home in the Green 
Bay country, though they had secured one there at great ex­
pense and many sacrifices and hardships. By the Treaty as 
concluded, this was to be wrested from them, as had previously 
been their lands on White Eiver, in Indiana, by the Treaty of 
1818. Their delegation came to Washington, disposed to 
agree to any arrangements that would do them substantial jus­
tice, but their rights being thus disregarded, they were reluct­
antly compelled to remonstrate against the T'reaty being rati­
fied, unless amended in such manner as to do them justice. In 
consequence of our remonstrances, the ratification of the Treaty 
was postponed for that session of Congress, and we returned 
home. I was absent from home, and engaged on the foregoing 
matters, from November Ist to April 31st, nearly six months. 
[1830-31—six months.] 

I t is true, that by the Treaty above referred to, a country was 
purchased of the Menomonees, for the New York Indians^ and 
that it was not far frô mi. where they then resided, but the idea 
of being again thrust out of their homes, and to have to go 
thro^ugh the severe and trying ordeal of re-establishing them­
selves in a new location, filled them with dread and dismay.— 
Still, as glowing descriptions had been given of the country, 
and its advantages, and they were disposed to comply with 
the wishes of the authorities of the United States, they 
concluded to have it examined, to see whether, without too 
great sacrifices, they would be justified in accepting it, and 
acquiescing in the Treaty. After a fair and impartial 
examination, however, it was found to be entirely unsuit-
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able. The Stockbridges and Munsees then determined to sep­
arate themselves fromi the other New York Indians, and nego­
tiate with the Government for the best terms they could get. 
John Metoxen and myself were appointed, and we repaired 
to Washington for that purpose, in November, 1831. Dele­
gations from other tribes also came on, and we jointly suc­
ceeded in obtaining a hearing. We gave a correct description 
of the country which had been set apart for us, represent^ 
its entire unsuitableness, and prayed to be permitted to remain 
where we were. We met with a peremptory refusal- We 
then proposed to take other lands, far in the woods, on the 
east side of Winnebago Lake, which was agreed to, and the 
amount to be paid to us for our improvements was then fixed 
upon. With corresponding modifications, the treaty ratified 
upon condition of the assent of the Menomonees being given 
thereto, which was done by a supplemental treaty nrnde in Oc­
tober, 1832. Thus ended one of the most complicated and 
trying affairs with which the Stockbridges ever had anything 
to do, and which subjected them to great anxiety and trouble, 
and much expense. On this occasion I was engaged, and ab­
sent from home six months. [1831—2—6 months.] 

In the winter of 1838, a delegation of Oneidas, from' Green 
Bay, visited Washington, and concluded a Treaty with the Gov­
ernment, by which they were allowed the sum of $35,500, 
"in reimlbursement of moneys expended by said Indians, and 
"in remuneration of the services of their chiefs and agents in 
"purchasing and securing a title to the land ceded in tiie first 
"article of the Treaty, viz: the land set apart for them in the 
"first article of the T'reaty with the Menomonees, of February 
"8th, 1831, and the second article of the Treaty with the same 
"tribe, of 0^^'ber 27th, 1832." This just and liberal allow­
ance to their bretiiren, the Oiieidas, made the hearts of the 
Stockbridges glad. They were similarly situated, and had like 
claims upon the Grovernment, and they thougiht that the time 
had now come when the Government was willing to do justice 

22^--iv. 
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to all the New York Indians in Wisconsin, for the hardships 
they had suffered, and the heavy exnonses they had incurred in 
removing to, and securing themselves homes in the Green Bay 
country. Austin E. Quinney, the Sachem of the tribe, and 
myself, were, therefore, appointed, and repaired to Washing­
ton, to lay before the Government our claims for remuneration, 
on account of expenses and losses connected with, and growing 
out of, our procuring lands for ourselves on White Eiver, in In­
diana, and at Green Bay; our self-removal; and those lands 
being taken from us, by treaties with, other tribes, without com­
pensation. We failed to obtain any reeognition of our just 
claims, which were, however, continued to be presented year 
after year, until they were finally adjusted by the Senate of the 
United States, in the amendment made by that body to the 
Treaty of 1848, by which we were allowed the sum of $25,000, 
and lands, not less than seventy-two sections. I was absent 
from home, in the performance of the above duty, very nearly 
six months. [1839—6 months.] 

In, 1841-2, in company Avith J . N. Chicks, I again visited 
Washington on the above business, being absent from home 
about eight months. [1841-2—8 months.] 

I made another visit, with the Sachem of the tribe, in 1844, 
for the same object, and for the purpose of obtaining a modifi­
cation of the law of Congress of March 3d, 1843, making the 
Stockbridges citizens, contrary to the wishes of a majority of 
those people, and was absent from home four months. [1844 
—4 months.] 

In 1846, I was appointed to visit Washingtoi. alone, and had 
the gratification of succeeding in procuring the repeal of the 
law of 1843, and an allowance by CbngT^ess of $5,000 on ac­
count of our claims above referred to. On this occasion I was 
absent from home eight months. [1846—8 months.] 

The $5,000 above referred to, having been withheld, together 
with other moneys belonging to the tribe, I visited Washington 
again in. 1848, to endeavor to obtain paymient of the same, and 
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to get the provisions of the act of 1846, repealing that of 1843, 
carried out, but was compelled to return home without effect­
ing anything. Absent five months. [1848—5 months.] 

In company with Austin E. Qxdnney, Sachem of the tribe, 
I visited Washington, in 1850, for the above purposes, and to 
obtain possession for our tribe to- select the lands granted by 
the amendment of the treaty of 1848, on the Mississippi Eiver. 
We were successful in both objects. Absent, on this occasion 
also, five months. [1850—5 months.] 

In all, 63 months—or 5 years and 3 months. 
I am now on my ninth visit to Washington, in an official or 

delegated capacity—on important business of my tribe^ with 
reference to their new location in the West, which has not 
yet been fixed upon, and arrangements for their removal there­
to. JOHN W. Q^UINNEY. 

WASHiisrGTOisr GITY, April 12ih, 1852. 


