Reminiscences of the Northwest

By Mirs. Mary Ann Brevoort Bristol

The interesting remlalsteasss which follew, eppesred offgiadlly n Cof, B AL
Caling’  Milwanukee Swhdoy Telépreph, Mareh 30th, Apell 2Tth, May 18ch,
und Jone 15th, 1878, They attracted the attention of the veteran, Gen, A G,
Klfe, who kad heoen the writer's tsacher at Green Bay—and both had loog lost
pnight of each other. Sen. Ellle very gracedolly weote of Bl old popil in the
ooldins of the Teldyproph: “Tour coreespondent, Mra Erdgtol, B wery whell
mreemierzd by the old fedlers 3k Greer Bay ap ADw Mary Ann Breveort She
wki @ Yery attractlys young lady; with her symmetrical Ggare, hér Boomlung
countenance, aparkellog back epes, and penlat smibe, all adorned with graeshal,
courtly manger, she 18 Dot easily forgdtéed. MNay, it oms not the ‘Foung Iadlan’”
otily, who ‘2411 in lowe with her” Not one btut meny, of the Fonug Amerlesad
coptewtsl the claim with the younogp Meoomones Brawe.  Euf to ke heyt of mp
Tetollattion, she socaped them all, guolte beart whole to the 84t

o pId major, soslebls wod approachable enpugh i penersl, wag entrely
fnacerssihle ix to his beautliol daughier. Kooe of the roukg frntlecipen wire
Tamillar In hid preaence,

Fin dunghter, i conaequenss, Tather 3 recicye, had one smusement fcom which
ghe woeld nat be Adebaresd—abhs was pastlonately fond of skatine A=z Spon am
the old Fox River was mirrored with ice, 2086 Braveort Wor smadg the Gyad
to prove itg gleclial quplities; aod I ska had jesn stirasHre e bher walle on
tarch Arma, The wie perfectly bewdiching with ber skates, on the¢ fce. 8o it
replatbla was ghe chought, that 8 coople of the poae fellows conmgilersd 1t &
Inir challeoge; and poiting themseives tn thetr ifroma, gave chass! The rouos
soshontrens  apnreclobed the complicasnt, amd +ebortaloed thetm coduebtishly,
dallvlag with them somly for 3 fow moments, it peccalving the intent of the
Toremiat to eut ber of from the opesn way home, put forth the nimwoet efort of
Ber edll and strength, sand left him Hike 2 fdagh of Ughr, retreating to ler
Tather's «ostle before her admirer war ewake to her movement.” L. D

T imagine mysalf in a houss at Detroit one hundred and twen-
t7-five years old. I refer to the old hamestead, where my mother
was horn, married snd died; to facts ralated to me by her, and
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events that T have witnessed with my own eyes. The honee ia
bailt of hewn pine loge, elap-hoarded on the cuteide; all of the
naile thersin were made by hand, and very few at that; the frame
of the roof iz put together with wooden pius, from eight to ten
inohes long, and 20 wmuch tingber is used the garret Jooke like 8
berm or mill; with & apmber of snew.-shoes, sanmon balls shot
over from Cavnade by the British, and ancent forniture—a, table
ad cheir which I have now in my possession. The chalr was
my mother's, i which she ofter sat by the desp window sills
The tross-hesms upon which the floor rests, snd which answer
for aeiling, are aboud twelve or fourteen inehes thromgh; the walls
have been whitewasbed so often that you eould take a knife and
peel off the different layers a¢ deep as six inches, which made it
thick and warm ; i fact, nothing ever froze; the jaths wers Fmall
poles split, with the smooth side to the logs, and the rounding
side out o plaster wpon, nailed disgopelly; cellars were not
lmown, everything in the shape of vegetables heing buried in the
gronnd, snd it was hard work to get at it, after the earth was
frozem.

The way the bread wos made snd baked, was like this: Thers
wes a large box, sorething like & chest with & cover, which had
four legs for supporters, like a table; the dough was mixed &t
night; this chest was eailed in French, “‘une huche;’’ in the
morping the dongh was kneaded and menided, placed om boards
to ries.

A log house was sbout two hundred feet or more from the
residence, in which thers wae an ¢ven built of poles and day; the
oven wes heated with jnst so muech wood split very fine and
burned to coals, whish were burned out; it was then mopped
with & mop and & pail of ecold water, which left the oven warm
and clean; the breed waa carried there on the beards; it wes
Placed on wooden paddles or shovels, and put in tha oven, which
had a sheet iron door and s wooden one over, that clozed tight—
what gport it was to carry it there; when haked, what a hewetiful
sight to look e, eighteen or twenty loaves of brend, all yellow
a8 gold.

Wa hed wooden chomne end wooden water buekets, made
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something like kegs of the present dey; we had also a wooden
yoke made to flt the sholders and neck, with & pisce of Tope on
each end, end a hook made of iron to hiteh to the bucket, and
cvery drop of water which we used, was carried from the river,
ne matter how far the house stood from it

Every family had from two to three canoss, and thonght noth-
ing of paddling over to Cenada. Mepy & time did I paddle a
esnoe acrozs the Detroit River, The shore was not obstruoted as
it iz now; the beach was covered with white sand, shalls and
etones; the bhanks were overhomg with wild grapes, blackberry
bushes, wild roses, ofe.

Saving ice was an unknown thing in those davs. The water
was hrought from the ohannel of the river, put in large juge, and
buried in the ground to keep it cool.

When the young men, members of the family, wished for fresh
meat, all they had te do war to step back of the houge st the
edge of the woods where the 3ichigan Central Toad now passes,
and kil a deer, put e rope around his neck and draw it home.
In one of the rovms & large spike was driven, npon which they
hung the deer to dress it; the spike is ztill in the beam. They
thonght nothing of dressing from four to five per week,

They also =et trape to estch wolves, which wers numerouns, by
digeping & bole in the ground, abont eight fest deep, and large
enough 1o calch a3 many ss possible ab one fime; they would
place a door on top, and put fresh meat u the hole. Ths minnte
a wolf stepped on the door, it would tip, let him in and close up;
angther wonld <¢ome, he was served in the ssme weay., o that
way, they canght grest numbers; each head brought & bounty;
it was great sport, and money meking Husiness at the aame time.

Chimners were built the same as the orens, with poles, straw,
snd clay, which when dry were zolid and wery hard.

Al the woshing wag dome n the river, by dviving two stakes,
snd placing a plece scross to bold the end of & plank or log,
gight or ten feet lomg, the other end resting on the shore. Upon
the end an the water, whoever washed, wonld sit oo & stool, dip
the piese i the water, robon thessep, and pommd with a short
handled paddle salled a *“hattois.
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There were no matches in those days. The way a fire was
prodaced, was to tale a gun fiigt, & piece of punk {dry roiten
wood), put the fiint and punk together, and strike with & steal
Ting, end the sparks of the flint would set fire to the punk, Dun
ing the War of 1812, it was dangerous; every one was afraid to
have firs in the house, They had heeswex candles, lighted, and
put in one of the water buckets sovered with a piese of hoard,
upen which some one would sit, during the presence of Indiana,
to keep it from them, their delight being to set fire to anything
they came in contact with, Many = barn fillsd with grais,
and &l s poor family possessed, did my mother see burn, night
after night. Often did forty or fifty Indisans come in and ask
for fire, but they were told there wag po fire, while some mem-
ber of the family was aitting on the hucket, with a lighted candle
inside for use in cawe of an emergensy.

The family had taken up the floor, dug a desp hole, snd hid.
den all their veloables, clotbing, furniture, silver plate, eonsist-
ing of spoons, forks, goblets, cups, plates, platters, soup tureen,
walters, sll of solid silver. The house was bare, and tooked poverty
stricken. My mother had two beantiful and lovely sisters, the
hair of one a burnished gold color, and whan she st on a chair,
it hung and eovered the floor; she could not comb it herself; it
required two persons, which she could well afford, as the family
kad eolored servamts,

My great-grandmother lived a0 Iong that cha crept on the fSoor
ik a ehild, Ssllie, the ecolored girl, used te iske her in her
arms and pat her in bed. T remember poor old Sallie, when she
was 50 aged she could hardiy walk alone; she was well and ten-
derly nursed to the day of her death.

At that time, the ladies wore treds to their dresses, as they do
00w ; elegent black satin dresses; trails lined with zills, which
were oarried on the arm; embroidered white sitk hose and slip-
pers, halt and half of colored satin, for imstance, the heel blue
and the front white; buekles of diemonds or brilliants; others
wata coveresd with spangles.

One of my mother's sisters, Marie &. Navarrs, was betrothed to
a merchant of high stending, from Quehes. He went on & voysge
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to China, and died while absent. She had many offers of mar-
riage afterward from noted men; one from a German count, who
would have made her a countess. But ne;: she remaned trne to
the ome she loved, snd died in 1866, aged eighty-four years. She
wag a very brave women, Puring the War of 1812, there were 50
meny Indians in and about the homestead, **Brevoort Plass,”” at
Detrait, thet she leatned to speak their langugge, and made them
Iove and rezpect her. They would often go npon the frontiers of
Ohio or Indiana, perhaps forty or Bfty warricrs together, be sh-
gent fwo or three weels, and retorn with their lanrels, which con-
sisted of human beings” sealpe.

‘When they returnad they were heard a great way off by the wer-
whoop. Al were painted red around the mounth, a zsign that they
wanted blved fo drink, They gave just so many whoops, for the
seprns pumber of scalps. Bome bad long poles with sealps at-
tached, zenerally those of the father, mother, and ehildren who
bad been afraid and had eried. These who were hrave and did
not ery, had thair lives saved, feces paintad, hair cot, feathers on
their heads, and rode on horses. Onece they eame in, with 2
womsn's gealp tied to a long pole; it had besufifnl, long heir,
with the comhb; the father®s sealp, end three little innoeents’
+urly golden locks. Two persons were on homebael, who were
brave, They had many ssalps in thedr sseks. They wonid some
i, sit on the door, and make a grand display, screpe the scalpa,
and sat gll the fat and stof that came off, put them all on  frames,
and take themn to their British father, who rewarded them amply.
. In 1867 and 1868, when the water and gas pipes were laid, and
the street paved in front of the old hovge—it wes formerly wallad
the ziver road, now changed to Woodbridge strest—they
foumd bones, remaios of many Indians, and old Indian relics,
woch a3 red paint, vermillion, bumches of bair, pipes, stone axes,
brags keftles, bottlss, some flled with whisky jumst ag dark 28
brandy—the bect whisky aver drsnk, as the laborers asid. Mo
Indians were buried there in reeent times. Affer my grénd-
father, Robert de Navarre, purchesed of the Indiana, they were
permitted to bury their dead on the place, but not in the street.
Theze relies, thus onearthed, were in the eretund over & hundred

20 .
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veara. They also found silver braoches and silver bracelets, of
which we have & nwmber. When found, they looked like iron.
There ara elso two large pear trees on the place, the seed of
which was bronght from France. They are over one hundred
Fears old; the frmit i delicious; ampd they bear quite abun-
dantly every year.

In those days, gentlemen wore kmes breeches, made of hlack
aetin, sillks stock:nga, brillisnt huelles at the side, buelles of steel
or silver on ftheir shoes, sand awaliow-tail coats, No gentleman
wae admitted st & reccption, unless he had glippers or pumps,
gloves, and a swallow-tail coat. Bome had breeches of white dim-
ity, white ribhed goods; ladies made nndevskiris of the samsa.
They wore white straw, homeanade bats, with wide rims, liced
with green zatin, and 2 wide ribbon ronnd the srown to match.
Whoever had those were copsidered distingud, The waists of
ladisa” dresses were made lile Infants’ dresses, very short, gath-
ered at the top, snud & band ander the arms, gkivts very nerrow,
ent goring, and trails very long, wads of alegant zilks,. Wedding
and ball drewsen were made of white satin, overskirts of white laes
or crape, coversd witle poid or gilver spangles, lace and fringe to
matek. Some were trimmed with pearls, which were very fash-
lpuable at that time, strings of pearls, five or aix strings, kauping
below the knes—aome were quite large ; with sar.rings, brooches,
gnd epmb, all of paarls,

My father’s ancestors eame from Hollsnd to New Amsterdan,
now New York, as sarly as the mear 1683, and purehased landa.
Mynbeer Bravoort ownsd & farm or the corner of Broadway and
Eleventh street, alse where the Ei. Denis hotel now stands. My
futher, Maj. Henry B. Brevoort, was born on Long Island, Jan.
13, 1775, nearly a vesr and sz months before the deplaration of
Independence.

My great-grandfather, on my mother’s side, caros from Franes,
in the year1682. Hewas of anoble family, and a man of great
learning, was appomited, vnder the Frenck Government, Sub Tre-
Ligé Noigire Royal, at Detroit, on the flost establishment of the
colony. Be married Madame Bowrreir, by whom he had Catha-
rine, who married Alsxander Macomb, father of (Genaral Alsxen-
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der Magemb. iz neme was Robert do Navazre, and he was a
linea] descendant of Henry IV, king of France. He purchased
from the Chippeway Indisms a traet of lend, in other words, a
farm of four seres (arpents) wide, apd three miles deep, with the
understanding that they could, and would, make it their home,
whenever they eime in from the wildernes. He would furmish
them with blankets, cloth, tobasco, everpihing whish was neces-
gary fo make them sopfortable, and wonld also bury thair dead
whenever they desired it. Years afterward his aldest sem, also
nemed Rohert de Navarre, who was my gramdfather, built a
Liouse of hewn, pine logs, which still stends, in the city of Detroit,
and is one hundred and twenty-four pears old, where my mother
wag born, married, and died. Four geperations were borm in that
house. I have a pieee of one of the logs which is in & state of
perfect preservation.

I have more nowledge, perhaps, of Indian life and ways than
a grant many, heeanse I had a good opportunity of sceing them.
Turing the War of 1512, the Indians eame, after Gen. Hull eqz-
rendered. Al the citizens wers tnken prisoners, my father in-
eluded, and he was very il at the time. DMy mother begped on
her lmzes of the Dritieh commander to let hor hushand remain,
until smeh & time e iz health would permit, and, after noany
supplications, her request was granted.
~ When the Indiang eame to talee my father, and make g pach-
horse of him, they had their wooden =addle, heidle, all of their
sacks filled with their traps, to strap on hiz back, and malke him
get om his feet and Landa {on all fours), and start for the woods.
My mother's grief mew no heunds, What wae to be done? She
knelt and prayed to Almighty 3od to give her strengih, and to
give her bnshand, and to grant her prayer, She felt inspired,
eame forword, pointed to heaven, and spoke of their great Father
the “Manitow.’® It frightened the eowards so they let fall their
weapony, shook hands, zod all said, “‘ta-yaw, ta-yaw,'’ which
menns, great, brave. They sare very angry with my grandfather
beeause he sllowed his danghters t0 marry Ameriean officers;
they ealled them *“Long Enives" (swords). My father belonged
to the Serond T. 8. Infantry. The Indiang swore vengeance am
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the poor little ones—1T was one of them, eighteen months of age.
My mother kept me hidden in & barrel, np in the garret of the old
hovse, and had the atairs talen doem to keep them from paing
op. When T attained the age of ten years, I remember how they
came 1o bury their dead, and fook possession of the house. Wa
geve them food, bede, ete.; we had to do it—it was the agrae-
ment.

In Jume, 31312, begen the war with Grest Britain, a war inte
whick our country was foreed by injuries, end aggressions which
had exhansted forbearance; a war in which American, okill and
valor upon land, were more than equal to British prowess, and
which npon the oeesn, broke the charm of British invineibility;
a war in which the American cheracter attained a prond emi-
nense, from which it is hoped and trosted, it may never desesnd,
Major Brevoort was 2 man of the nost deonfless conrage; it was
attestad af the battle of Lake Erie, where he fought desperately,
sod was honorably mentioned by Commodore Perrr in lis ﬂis-_ ’
petches. He fonght hard and bravely, coming out of the engage-
ment coversd with blood, and begrimed with powder. I often
heard my father relate that while fighting on the Niagara, a tall
yan stood behind him znd dodged the shets, but just a= he looked
chee foo often, the shot took hiz head off. Pather was almost
blinded with the braing of the unfortunate man, He was an inti-
mate, hosom friend of Commodore f, D, Elliott, who was also in
the engapement on Lake Frie; in faet, it wea by his good man-
agement thet the fleet was resened from destroction, rnd the eap-
tors of the British effected—in other words, the vietory of Liake
Eria secured.

My father received & medal from Congress for his gervicss n
the action, whick In in the possession of the family, and they will
hand it down to posterity from generation to genmeration. In this
navel engagement on Take Firie, Major Breveort condueted him-
self with distingnished gallantrs,¥ as the hersin mentioned medal,

" Gen. Ellis widde these remingeencas of 3efor Brevoort's millbary servicss :
“T¢ waw abl—and we gave it foT eedlt ai Green Bey—that he Aistinguished
Dimaet! tn Ferry's maval Tictory o0 Laks Erle: that st the redoetion of the
wrmy efter the War of 1812215, ooly those ware rotuined whp had in same Wy
digingnighed themeelves o the secebcs; aod, as such, he was sarhy wppointed

E6 the Indian arecey af Goset Bay, tod waa, I belleve, continned in goveroment
emplyyment ¢l Gla degth
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and the sopy of a government certificate, shundantly show. ‘The
Detrott Gazefte of Feb, 21, 1823, introduees the subject of this
medal end certifieste in very complimentary terms. The certifl-
eate is tn the following words:
Martr DERAETMENRT,
January %, 1523,

Bm: In complianee with a resolution of the Congress of the
United States, the President directs me to present you with a &l-
ver madal, in testimony of the high sehse entertamed by Congress
of your gallant eonduet and serviees in the deeisive and glorioma
vietory gained on Lake Erie, on the 10th day of September, in
the year 1813, over a British squedron of superior faree.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Surre TEoMTESoM.
Capt. H. B. Brevoort,
late commonding marinss on Lake Frie

Commodyre 0. H, Perry was first cousin to the late Charlss L.

Judgpa 2. V. Campbell, in hls abls Folldleci Hiotory of Michigos, thuy testifien
to Mafor Brevoort'a important servicey on bhe messprable 10th of Sept, 181%:
Commodere Perey “had received wocotsit iofermetion of the streogth of emch
of Barclara [Britiah] vesgels, througk Major Henry B. Bretoort of the srmy.
This getlemen, whose famlly resided in Dwtrolt, was ommally at home on the
Teied wnd on the wabar, and wes well nowa G all the obd Stlzeng of Detepdt as
ane of the meat trapsparently honeak and sinple misdesd nyem, Beate, Inkellfgent,
and ocne when he swore tf another Meappofebed hly net, thengh i were (o Ll
own hlndrance. He rendeved good esevite ja the fest e commandet of MAacize
on the Miarark; and the knowledge which Ba had ohbained toabled CommeSors
FarTy to plen fhe work of eheh of him vy 12 adwnde, o tbet the geosral
stheme wws mrranged the night before the wessels cama out, elthough scma
changes bevame meceasary when the time of artlon approsched.

Commadore FParry, n bhis officlal report of hla great victory, thos testiffad to
Major Brevoort's good capdmet: *Captaln Erewoort, of the army, whe acted
ag & voluntssr in the capacity of a2 marine oficer on board thet wveasel [the
Hiogare}, W bo exeellent and beate pBeec and with his musketry 4l Zoent
exmeuilon.”’

The IricHensry of dHe Armgy glvas the dates of Major Erevoort's gmccesslve
military promotlant: Appoloted second lleuienant Iln Third Infentry, Feb. 18,
1502 ; retalred on Tedoction of the army May, 1302, a8 ensign 1o Stecnd Infan-
by avenbd@ llpatenant July, 1862 : trapsterved $o Fieat Infantry, In 1804 fest
Hedtannat, Nor, T80 commanded the teataports gn Lake Hrle; captaln, Mer.
1811, distlogoniebed In batile of MAgngge ageingt Britlsh, and Indlgoe wnder
Teromaeh, Angust 3 181%; oomapled marioss, os hoard tha "Klapara ™ in
Commadorg Ferer'e viectory, Bsptember 14, 16818, for which be recelved & allver
wedn] : major Forty-Fiith Infaniry, Apell 15 1B14 ; dishended, Jowme, 1316; ot
il porlod of 1640-21, he wae regietar of the laod office of the Detrolt district;
mnd was mulgagnent]ly appointed O, B, Indiep apent at Green Hey™

Tt may be added, after Wajer Brevesrts return to Detroit, bhe had 4o mp-
polntment conoecksd with the sumss hoges: and disd In that eity, Jagn. Sk,
1ESE, at the sge of elghip-thoee Fears Fla widow waevited till the 24th Decents
bax, 1588, when shs pawsed away ac the good old age of alghtz-elx.

L O In
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Bristol’s {my huskhand’s) mother; her maiden name wag Luey
Perry Ball. Mr. Bristol was well known thronghout the Siate of
Michigan for his business shilities snd qualifications,

At vpe time, sarly in the War of 1512, my father matured a
plan for eutting ot and destroying a British war vessel of eight-
ean prne, wlich wag stationed in Detroit Biver. and sthiel covw-
manded the entire vpper end of the lake, and was a praat annoy-
guee to the inhabitants, He obtzined Gen. Hull's leave to carry
out, the enterprisze, and ameordingly built & fosting battery, with
which he intended in the night to push alonpgside of the wessel,
and somplets the desperste wadertaloing by boardme the vesssl,
and engaging in a hand-to-hand fight. Just as be finished the
work of preparation, ovders came from Gen. Hull not 4e carey it
out. Ay father was preatly ineensed, and it iz said, went 2o far
as to inenlt Gen. Hull, fo whose orders as his superior officer, he
was compelled to submit. ITad he made the attempi, he wonld
probably have suecceded; and had he succoeded, the murrender
of Detro’t would never have taken place. Among the esmpany
whom Major Brevoort had enlisted in his desperate enterprige
wag Judge Shubael Conant, and Col. H, X. Hunt,

In December, 1822, my father was appointed Indiep sgent, w-
der President James Monroe, at Green Bay; and went there him.
self the noxf vear. At that time thers vers no railesads op
ateamers. Weleft Detroit on the fivat of May, 1824, with a foot of
snow ax the ground ; went up on the achooner * Andrew Jackaon,*?
and wers twenty-two daye making the trip: eleven days at an-
ehor in the 83t Clsir River; would spond the time on shors pick-
ing up stemes and shells; at last, oo the 1at of Fune, we reached
our new home, The flag was slways taised ot Fort Howard, the
name of the milifary post, at the fivet gight of & veasel, which waa
invariably & great souree of pleasurs to gll. There were no ve-
hicles, cxeopt one two-wheeled affair, which was called a “gig,”
owvmed by Dagisl Whitnay, All the traveling and pleasnre rid-
ing wes in bosts and hirch hark canoes op Fox River, Fort How-
ard wasz lovated en the right ag you left the Bay aod entered tha
rivar. There were very fow houses on that side, in faet not more
than three or four. The villege was on the opposite side, apd

T

o
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was 50 ainall it was enlled ““Shenty Town.'" There wos oo chuoreh
gdifice; the meeting, a3 it was ealled in thoze days, was held in
the schoolhouse, There wwas not a hotel at either place.

Op the 4th of Juae, Alrs, Curtiz and s hired man were struck
by lightning; the oId eoldier was washing and Mrs. Curtis stood
negr. She was g gister of Major Whistler, and left fonr or five
children. Cadamus, the oldest boy, I met in school, litile Irene
I knew, afterwards Blrs. Rucker. The Ruekers were cononected
to the Macomb family, of Detroit.

I remember well when the First Tnited States Infantry were
ordered owey, late im the fell, 4o bnild Fort Winnehsgo. Tha
oificers had made extensive preparativns for a lively winter; all
were provided with splendid horses ond elegant sleighs. Tha
government antizipated trouble with the Indiang when the order
came, It wes zlmost a death blow to sor plessures; many &
tear was shed ; the atmy officers were the life of the place.

At that fime thera wae nothing between Fort Howard and
Tort Wipnebago but Grand Eankanlin, where stosd ons house,
osenpied by Mr. Augnstin Gbrignon, where T was invited to at-
tend his danghter’s wedding, Bhe married Mr. Ebenezer Childs.
Quite a large party attended. All came in 2 large hoat ealled a
battean. The bride was dresged in white musling on the table
for supper were all kinds of wild meat, bear, deer, mushkrat, ran-
conn, turkey, quail, pigeon, skonk, and poreupine with the gquills
on. Her mother was g Indian womsan ; most of the old zettlers
were marrisd to Todiap women ; splendid looking, elean #nd re-
gpestable. Bome of their ehildeen had light haiv, blae eyee, fine
eomplexions; ne gae conld tell that they had a drop of Indian
blood ; and all were well edncated.

I remember well when Milwanlee was a wilderness, the Indians
coming from there to the (reen Bay sgeney em foot, clathed
in the slAns of wild animals They came for ammunition, blan-
lets, ste., and often was I called in the eomnell chamber to mmoke
the pipe of peace, with my four brothers, yomnger than myself,
and to listen to their spesches, which were inferpreted by Bichard
FPritehott, It wop a great delight to we to walch them cook.
There wos & log house with an Immense fire.place, and iron crane
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with irom hoolks, npon which hung the kattles, helding 2 quarter
of a barral of pork, end one or two bushels of potatoss, Then,
after taking ont the head of a barrel of four, they would make
a hole by removiog some of the flour, pour in & pail of water,
make & great hunch of domgh, put it on the soiled Aoor, roll it
ot in leng rolls about two feet long, and large as a good sized
rlling pin, and put it n the same pot. When cooked, it was
diched up in wooden bowls; some had wooden ladles, and some
wooden paddles, They would it on the foor to est their deli-
ciows repast. 1 was often invited o partake. They called my
father, their father; of eourse I was their sister. A young Ip-
dian fell in love with me. He followed me everywhere. I will
not attempt to deseribe hia dress; it was too ridisolons.

My father remained at Green Bay six years; in that time T be-
came well aeqnainted with the old settlers, Mr. Danjel Whitney,
Grignon, Lawe, Irwin, Baird, TMckenson, Dowsman, Pucharme,

" Martin Beal, Capt. Aradt, his sons Hemilton, Charles, and John,
and his danghter Mary, who married Lieut. Cotton, of the United
States Army. Thers T met General Winfield Seott, Generel 2,
Taylor, with the farmous Captain Martin Seott, who conld shoot
hirds on the wing, ride his favorita horse, call out fifteen or twen-
ty hounds, drive oat into the woeods and retorm with one or S
deer; Clol. Whistler, with hig large family of danghters mmd two
sons, hix wife being a resident of Detroit, with whom I was inti-
mately acquainted; Mr A, G, Eliig, who wes school teacher;
Rer. Mr. Cadle and bis estimesble sisier; Hev. Eleazer Williams,
whe married Miss Jourdsin, whose father, Joseph Jourdain, was
Backemith of the agency. I have an iron fira shovel that Jonr-
dain made.

I weed to think that sll Indians dressed alike. It wzs & mis-
take: asch tribe dresses differently. The Foxes wore dressed
deer skia, soft and white, one-half of their heads shaved clean,
with a great bunch of sock’s feathers on the top. The Sieux
dreezed in deer ekin, colored black, worked with poreupine quill,
their hair brushed nup and tied om the top of their head in one
Yarge square enshion. The Wmmebagoss had their blackests
deulbed with paint, and large roseties of colored ribbons; heir in



i879) Bristo! Reminiscences 305

iwo sguare cushions on the beck of the head. The Chippewas
smd Mancmonees dressed pleinly, with nothing by which ther
eould be distinguished. .

Soveral Indian councils were hald at Green Bay. They had &
prophet; he wore s long blask gown made of black silk hand-
Eerchisfn: snother skin for a tnvban, with a red star in front.
Young men who wers in love wore cotton ghawls of various eolors,
rattlespake aling tied aronnd thetr shoniders, bird feathers, small
bells, elaws of wild animaly tied around their lege for garters.
Every step they took, the bells jingled. A drum and flute were
in eonstant requisition night and day, which was very annoying.

The yrung wemen wera vory modest; they coversd their heads
and faces in their blankets. It was very amuosing for me to watch
them eourt or meke love. They bed a peeuliar way of espress-
fng themselves by amall bunchen of stioks, something ke a
buoch of matehes, which the man threw at the woman. I the
love wee Teniprocated, she threw it back at him; if not, she
walked awsy.

When the hushand died, the wifs arrayed herself in rags, pamt.-
ed her face blaek, with her hair down (by the way they all had
beantiful long hair), and put a atick across the grave, She then
Jumped and ran awzy to the woods, returning at the end of cne
weelr, almost starved, the pisture of despair.

The man does the same, and borica 1l the affests of the de-
cezsed with the remsins; and talking a pan or dish of wvictnals,
placed it at the head of the grave. Sometimes the hushand would
ent his wife’s nose cloke to her face, as 3 punishment for infidel-
ity, Bo that no other man would fall in love with her. The wife
world do the same to her hmshand; it was Do upcommen thing
40 ses thern with a black plaster and bandege to aover the loas of
tha noze,

They are very superatiticus and revengsful ; they never forgave
sn mjwry. They never washed themselves, nor their clothing,
bnt wore it wotil it dropped oft.

Um tha 13th of July, 1827, the offeers of Fort Howard geve a
military ball. Lient. E. Kirby Smith carae for me in a small
hoat, there being no other mode of conveyance st that time, and
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we exjoyed a row or sail oo the river exesedingly; on thie dzy
the weather wag very threateming, the slouds were black and
heavy, thunder and lighining in the distanee; for fear of not be-
ing able to attend in the evening, we started abont four o'clogk
in the afternpon, snd bad ahout three miles to go, the Indian
agency being about that distance from the fort. We arrived at
the fort safely, and were recelved by Colonel Lawrence, who had
pommand of the post, a very polite and agreesble pentleman, es-
pecinlly to the ladics, ssreral ladizs from Shanty Town had sr.
rived esrly on secomnt of the impending storm, whick threatened
to barst upon s at 85y moment ; but notwithstanding, we had a
delizhtfni time, and 2 somptoocus repast was parteken of at the
mess-honse,.  We wers all happy, and daneing scramenced; the
musie Wag enchanting, and we daneed wotil twelve o'clock with-
ouf interruption. Jost then a terrific storin came up, god put an
end to our enjoyment. It lasted sbout an hour: then all was
clanr; the stas were peeping; the wind abated, and all was still
aga.pn. We prepared ourselves to go home, the ladies from Shan-
tv Town going in & large battean. I was invited by the ladies
of the parrison to remain all pight; bef no—home T must oo,
and home I did po. T had never been from homs a singls night
in my life. Lieut Smith and myself embarked in the little boat;
it was so small it wea called the ““*Pil Boz.”’

Yhen aboui half way home another storm eame up very sod-
denly, the wnd blew a gale, and we wera on 8 ses of space, sn-
gry clouds Lurst ssunder, revesling vivid streaks of fire; the
waird, wild grandenr flled me with awe indescribable, the com-
mingling elements roused to the highest, played pitilessiy with us.
Would we eseape? The thanehfs of my hrave father, and the
kind, tender mother watehing end praying for me, gave me cour-
age for what I thought surely ineviteble. The rain fell n tor-
rents, and the darkmess waa intense; wave after wave swept over
ns  Ob, God! the peril of thet moment] The frail boeat, ils
name fatelly suggestive, the *"Pill Box," rocked in the surf;
Fpeechless T waited-—1 lYmew not whet. Lient. Bmith bepams
very excited, arose to hiz foet, and, talbing off his cap and eoaf,
begged me with nll the eloguence and ardor of & doomed men,



15%9) Bristol Reminiscences 107

1o leap into the angry waters and swim to shore. With saperhn.
man atrength I held him down ; my face géxpressed the supplica-
ticn to refrain, whish my tongne refused to utter—believing that
as Iong 22 T had the boat te kold on to, T was safe. In the eon-
fuaion the yudder was lost, and the boat fast filling with watez.
The four hrave soldiers, sseing that further attempts to control
the boat were nseless, let o the oars, fogk off their caps end
hoots with which te bail out the water, and prevens the boat sink-
ing, at the zame t’me fecling and lmowing the imminent danger,
assnred me there wss nope, seving, ‘Do not fegr, Madam, there
ia no danper.'”

They afterwerds said, at the time they assured me of safety
they momentarily expected we would sink, and thanked me a
thousend times for my presence of mind; tha boat rocked to and
fro, at the mersy of the waves. After being in the water {hree
lohg hours, we drifted on & sand bar about o miles from home
the men were not slow in getting ont 1o escextain the depth of the
water, which was waist deep. I was elegantly dressed, having &
drese of firured lavender =atin, trimuiogs of white satin and
whita lace, white kid slippers, whife sill hose, whita Iaec ghawl,
white id eloves, longer than these worp st tho present time, and
& covering for the head ealled & “ealash,” made of creen =ilk and
ratian, which eoudd be folded flat, and pulied oui over the face
when worn, and engwered a8 4 parasol or bonned; they wern vety
Fashionable gt that time, but T have never seen the like ginee.
Coming ont of the water we landed in the mud, there being no
sidewalks; wa walked two miles; what a sight when I reached
home, just as the sun was Tising; the weight of the water had
loosened the irimmings oo mwy dress, and hung five yards behind
e, piack as the cavth, 36 degr wother met us af the deor, iy
ezanrt bade me good morning, after being pressed to remain to
breskfost, and mother gaid, F*Go right up staivs, you do net know
the danger you are in.”* 1 wanted to tell her what had happened ;
she kmew 1t all, she had seen me in Imaginstion strugeling in the
angry waters for my life. BShe had not alosed her ayes, gnd at
times was almost frantie.  After daneing and beivy overbeated,
thep in the water three heurs. I was chilled ; the long walk saved
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ry bfe. The next dey many celled to ascertein whether we
wers sived or drowned, the boat, caps, boots and osrs being found
along the ehore, but no lientenant, nor young lady. Some time
after the ooenrrence, Iientenant Amith was ordered to Meckinaw,
When ogur family retnrned to Detroit, in 1E2%, the wesgel
stopped at Mackingw, There I met Lieut, Smith, and we had a
inng chat, and & good langh over our narrow escape, and he
thanked me a thouzend times over for my presence of mind and
axmpoante, which wag the asving of our lives. Wea propozed a
walk and had another adventure, affer emtting our names on a
tree near the Arveh-rock, we walked over the arch and came very
near poing into the deep water onee more; that wag the last of
our most pleasant arquaintanse—we never mef again, He went o
the Mexican War, in which he distingnished himpelf, particularly
st Cherubusco, and wes mortally wounded st ¥l Molino Drel Rey.
Gen. Hugh Brady wag there st the Bay, while 1 was a resident
of that placs. He was an intimafe friend of onr family. He al-
ways entered the ball room in Yull wmiform, silver spurs over his
boots; he compsred a lady in foll dress to & ship in foull sail
Geing down in the cemter of the room, which was the custom
then, in dancing what wes called '‘country denees,’” filteen or
tweniy conples, standing, ladice on one side, gentlemen opposite.
Such beawiiful tunes, such as ““Aonie Musk,*’ “'Two Sisters,”
*Two Dollars in my Poekst,’ ' ©* Cheat the Lady,’” ¢ French Reel.™”
Lient., Bean took me to singing school at the old home on the
hll, one evening. I was in the sleigh seated on the back seat, all
wrapped in vebes; Lient. Bean and s cousin of mine, Misg Eoenlia
Navarre on the front seat. The hill was steep, and the horses
took fright and ran away. Iy compenions beseme slarmed, and
jumped ot into the deep anow, but I remainad in ihe slsigh, had
& delightfnl rida of about two miles, over fellen trees, muskrst
houses, and everything ¢lae, way across the river and back. I
remained in the sleigh, perfectly quiet, remembering what my
father often told me, never 1o attempt 10 jwmp on such cecasians
but remain quiet. The horaes came back to the seme plase from
where they started; and there were my two companions, Tament-
ing md wondering whether they wonld ever see me slive or not.



