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WeDNEEoAY, Ocroper 21, 18446

The journal of yestarday wes Tead and eorrected.

Petitions were presented and referred aa follows:

By Mr. Burchard, a petition of 85 inbabitants of Waukesha Connty,
aslring that a provision be adopted in the constitution allowing all per-
aons to enjoy the elective franchiss without distinction of eolor, which
on his motion was referred to the commitiee of the whole,

By Mr. Fullsr, & petition of ¢itizens of Wiscongin Territory, asking
10 bave a provision engrafted in the constitution exempting from exe-
cation a certain amount of property; also, a petition of citizens of the
eonnty of Dens on the same mahject, which, on his motion, were referred
to the eommittes on misesllaneons provieions not embraced in the sub-
jects eommitied to other commitiers.

Marshell M. Strong sdied that leave of ehsanes be graoted to Mr.
Dickinson. Leave wes grantad.

Moses M, Strong, from the selest commities to which had been re-
ferred the rulea for the government of thiz eonventiom 10 revise and
correet, reported the zeme back to the convention with amendments.
The said report was eceepied and the committee discharged from the
forther consideration of the suhject. -

Marshall M. Strong moved to amend the report, 8o thet the morning
hour of [meeting] be tem o'elock.  And the qnestion having been put,
it wes decided in the negstive. And a division having been ecalled for,
there were 15 in the sffirmative, negative not counted,

Mozes M. 3trong moved that the rules as reported be adopted snd
that 200 eoples be printed in pamphlet form, end in comnection there-
with a list of the standing committess, the names of the members of
the l:lunvmxﬁon, their residense and boarding houge, which wae
agreed to.

Marshsll M. Strong, from the sommittee om the comstitntion and or-
ganization of the legwlature, reported Wo. 16, “f Article om the ¢omst-
tution and organistion of the lzgislatore.”

“The commeitfes on the constitution and orpanization of the legiale-
tura report the following artiele:

“Beetion 1. The legisletive power ahsell he vested in a menate and
houss of representatives.

“Sertion 2. The numher of members of the house of representatives
until otherwise provided shall be 45, which number shall never be
diminighed, but mey be ineressed by law to any number not grester
than 1G0; the sepats shell at sll times equal in number a5 nesrly as
may be onethird of the aumber of the memhers of the house of repre
S Sertion 3. The :

ction 3, legislature hall provide by law for an ennmerstion
of the inhabitants of this atate in the yeor 1955, and st the ond of cvery
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ten yeoars thereatter, and may also provide for such envmeration in the
Feur 1848, snd at their first session after sach enumeration go que 88
aforesaid, and also after each enmmeration made by the authority of
the United States, the legislature shall apportion soew the representa-
tivee and senatore among the several dietricts sceording to the wum-
ber of inhehitants, excluding Indians not taxed apd goldiers and officers
of the United States army and navy. .

*Boction 4, The state shall be divided by the legislature st ita firat
segsion miter each new appertionment into ag many representsiive dig-
triets aa there shell be representatives to be elected, and also mto ap
many senate distrivts as there shall be senators to be elested ; mch dis-
triets ehall be compogsed of contiguous territory.

““Beetion 5. The representefives shal? be chosen annually on the
duy of the general election, by the gualified electors of the several dis-
tricts; the senators shall he chosen biennially for two years, st the same
time and in the same manner as the representatives are required to be

“‘Beetion 6. Senwntors and representatives shall be qualified electora
in the respective disiricts which they represent, and shel! bave regided
at leact one year in the stote.

“'Beetion 7. No person holding any offies under the Thited States,
postmasters excepted, shall be eligible to either house of the legislatare.

*Bection B. A majority of cach house ahall tonstitote s qiorium b
do business: but s smaller number may adjoitrn trem day to day, snd
may eompel the attendance of absent members, in such meoner and
under guch penalties as each house mey provide. Each house ghall
chooae its own officers, '

““Boetion 9. Each honge shall determine the yules of its procesdings
and judgs of the qualifications, elections, and refurns of its own mem-
bers; may punish eontempts, snd ity members for disorderly behavior;
and may, with the conenrrence of two-thirds of all the members elected,
expel 4 member ; but ho member shsll be expselled a second time for the
BAINE CHUSE, :

"'Beetion 10, Senators and representsiives shall In al) sases exeapt
treason, felony, and breach of the peace be privileged from arvest; nor
shall they be subject to any civil process during the session of the leg:
talature, nor for fifteen deye next before the commeneement and aftex
the {ermination of each sesmmm,

*“Heetion 11, The legislaturs shall meet at the seat of governmant
on the second Thuorsday of Jenuary in every year, and at vo other
muﬂm gtherwise dirseted by law or provided for in this con-

T

“Bection 13. The governor shall isyue writs of election to &I such
vacaneies as may ovcur in the senate and honse of representatives.

““Beotion 18. The style of tha laws of this gtate ghall be, ‘Tt is en-
acted by the legislature of the state of Wiscomsin sz follows, viz.’

““Beetion 14. Each member of the legiclature shell receive for his
services twe dollars for each day’s attendanee dnring the fimst thirty
dayn of any semdon, and one dollar for each day’s attendance duting
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the remainder of ench seswion, snd ten eents for every mile he shall
teavel in going to and. returning from the place of meeting of the leg-
fslature, to be computed by ths most uerally $raveled route.

HOeaation 15, Bvery bill which shall heve passed both houses of the
logisleture shall be presented to the governmor; if he approve, he ghall
gigh it and trapsmit it to the secretary, but if not, he shell return it
to the house in. which it originated, with his objections, which shall be
entered on the journal of the heuse; and if steh honge ahall npon re-
sonsideration azain pass it by o majority of all the persons clectad to
smch honse, it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other honse, and
if approved slse by a majority of all the persons elected to that house,
it sball become & law; but in such cuses, the votes of both honaes shall
be determined by ayes and nays, and the names of the members voting
for or against the bill ghall he entered on the jourmal of each house
reapertively, If any Till ghall not be rainrned by the gorernor within
thres days after it shall heve been presanted to him, the same shall be-
some & law in like manner 22 if he had signed 3.  And all hills which
ghall bave besn presented to the governsr twelve hours before the end
of the sepgion of the [egislature shall be signed by kim or returned
with kis objectiona.

The enid report was accepted and reed the Arst and second times and
veferrad to the committes of the whole and ardered printed

Razolutions were introdused and read as followe, to wit:

By Wm. E. Smith, “ Resolved, That the committee on miscellansons
provisions be instrasted to embody in their report the following artlelen:

““Pirst. The political year ghall hewin on the fivet day of JTanuary.

“Bocomd, WeEREAr ministers of the gospel are by their profession
dediratad to the servics of God and the sare of aouls, snd cught not to
ke diverted from the grent duties of their funetions, therefore no min-
ister of the goapal or priest of any denominetion whetscever shall at
any time hersajter, under any pretence or deseription whatever, be
eligibls o0, or capable of helding any civil or militarp ofsz or placs
within thia state.

“Third. Al proparty of the wife cwned hy her at the time of her
marriage and that seguired by her pfterwards by gift, deviae, desnent,
or ofherwise then from ber hushend shall be her separate property.
Laws ghall be paseed providing for the regiatry of the wife’'s property
and moras clearly defiming the rights of the wife thereto, aa well 28 prop-
eriy held by her with her hosband, ' _

Ey Mr. ar, *‘Resolued, That the sergeant at prms shall prohibit
smoking in this ball during the daytime while this convention shall re-
main jn sesvion. ™

By Mr. Moore, * Besolved, That the subject on negro suffrage be sub-
mitted to0 the people in a distinet proposition to be voted ou. at the next
Eanaﬁﬂ eleetion, and, if approved, shall beécome a part of the constitn-

Lk

The Ielowing resolution wee taken up and adepted, to wit: < He-

solved, That the commnitiee on the orgeamization and fupetions of the
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judieiary be instructed to inquire into the expedienay of providing in
this eonstitntion that the legislature, at ita firet remion after the adep-
tion of the constitution, shall provide by Iaw for the apnointment of
three eommissoners, whose duty it shell be to revise, reform, simplity,
and sbridee the matotes and the roles of prastice, pleadivgs, forma,
and proceadin of the ecurts of record of this state, End to Teport
thereon to the tore, subject to their adopticn and modification.’

The following resolution was taken up and nﬂa‘pted, to wit: "R
soh:ed, That the committes on miacellaneous provisions not embraced
in the sqbjeels commitied to other eomrnittees be instruoeted to mqmm
into the expediency of intredueing a provigien to be incorporated in
the constitution, forever prohibiting imprisonnient for deht.’””

Ths resolution introduced by Me. Strong on ryesterday, relative to
terminating all debate on No, 2, ** Article on suffrage end elective fran-
chise,”” wea taken ap, when Mr. Huokios moved that said resolntion
be 1aid on the tebls. And the question having been puot, it was ds

cided in the affirmative. And a division having besn ealled for, thera
were 4% in the affirmetive and 24 in the nagative.

The Eoilowing resolution was talen up ind adopted, to wit: ““Ee-
sofwed, That the eommittes on expenies of this eonvention be incirpeted
to aseertain and repotrt the amount due the membera of ihis conwen-
tion for mileage 10 and from thin place, ™

The resoluticn introduced by Mr. Cruson on yesterday, relative to
edueation, wag taken up, when Mr. Cruson moved to refor the same te
the cgmmiﬁae on education, [scheols, and] sechool funds, which was
agreed to.

The following resdlution was then taken up, to wit: ‘*Resoloed,
That no person or persons ghatl ever be permitted to purchas or own
any reel estate within this elate who are not capable of becoming eit-
jzeng of the United Siaten.” My James moved to refer the same to
the corumittee on miscellanwons provizions, which was agreed to.

The sonvention then resolved itself into eommittes of the whole for
the eomeideration of No. 2, “* Article on suifrage and the eleative fran-
chise,”’ Mr. Baird in the shair. And siter gome time spent thersin,
rose and by their chairman rsported progress thereon and spked leave
to sit again. Lefave was granted.

On motion ¢f Mr, Ryan the convestion took a Tecems tmtd {we
o’clock, P. M,

Mr. Reed offered an amendment to the report, to strile out
““twenty-one’’ and insert ‘‘eighteen’’ as the age at which citi-
zens should become eligible to exercise the right of saffrage.

Mr. Baker moved to amend the amendment by striking out
“‘aighteen® and inserting **twentyfiva.*’

The question was first put upon Mr. Baker’s amendment,

which was lest, and then recurred wpom Mr. Reed’s, which
shared the same fate.
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Mr. (fiddings offered an amendment to strike out the
‘‘white®’ before male persons, which would extend the right of
suffrage to every male person over twenty-one years of age.

Mr. Magone offered 28 an amendment that the word male
be stricken ount and the right of suffrage be extended to females
as well as males.

Mozes M. Strong hoped the gentleman would withdraw the
laet amendment and allow those in faver of negro suifrage to
obtsin a vote and have a fair test of the question.

Mr. Magone was in favor of females voting and wished to
tack the motion to a popular resclution to insnre its success.

Mr. Strong said he was a friend to females, and it was for
that reason he did not wish o see them tacked on to neproes.

Some further conversation passed between the gentlemen on
the sabject, and the qnestion was then put on the adoption of
Mr. Magone’s amendrent, which was lost,

The quegtion then regurred upon the smendment of Mr. 3id-

dings to strilze out the word *fwhite,”?
. Warren Chase supported the amendment, not from any per-
sonal considerations, for he wag connected with aholitionism in
1o manner or form ;neither was there & negro in the connty
which he reprezented; but he sonsidered it & great matter of
expediency to abolizk this distipetion ; the axistenee of this one
word in the artide was, in his view, the very foundation apon
which the abolition party would be raiged and other parties
distracted. : '

Mr. Ryan was oppozed to the amendment. In the first plaes,
he believed that this ex{ension of the right of suffrage wonld
canse omr state to he overrun with runaway slaves from the
Bouth, who now made the Canadas their point of destination.
He believed (God had placed an insuperable mark of separation
upon the two races, and he believed that those whom God had
placed apart ne man should bring together, as much as he dif
the oommand ““that those whom God had joined together no
men should put asunder.”” It was not right to mingle together
two races whom God had deelared conld not mingle. My, Ryan
continned hia remarks af acme length, citing the sitnation of
the colored popuiation in the ety of New York as an instance
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of their abject sccial eondition and habits, where, he aaid,
every negro was a thief, and every negre woman far worse, and
called npon any gentleman present to refute this position. He
adverted to the system of colonization ag the proper mode of
effeefing the object aimed at by those friendly te the negro
race, and bade Godspeed all who were endeavoring to elevate
this mufortunate elass of men, but thonght it would be an in-
justiee to the negroea themselves, as well ac whites, to place
the two races in ihe zame ecale of soeial equality.

Mr, Whiteside was also oppesed to the proposed amendment
and supported hia gppogitien at some length,

Moses M. Strong came out iz a violent speech in oppoaition
to negro suffrage. He had not intended to say anything on
this subjeet, but to leave it to be settled by the committee; there
was less reason for him to make a speech now, as everything
he conld have said had been said by the memher from Racine
and his colleagne. This much he would say, however, that he
was teetotally opposed to negro suffrage in any manner or
form that conld be devizsed. If this negro clanse was inserted
in the constitution, he could promise gentlernen that it would
not Teceive fifty votes west of Bock Biver; the people would
deem it an infringement upon their natural rights thus to place
them upon &n equality with the eclored race. He came down
upon the abolition party like a perfeet avalanche; was In fa-
vor of no half-way measures with them, but would give them
war—war to the Jmife, and the knife to the hiltl He alluded
fo the fact thai the member from Winnebago had the largest
proportion of negroes in his county of any other in the state,
yet he had said nothing in favor of their being allowed the right
of suffrage, and he hoped every Doty man in thée committes
would vote with him gn this question.

Mr, Tweedy next took the floor in support of the substitute.
His remarks will probably be published hereafter,

Marghall M. Btrong said he had vated for and advocated the
gpirit of this doctrine in the legislature, but had since changed
his views on the subjeet and would now vote against it.

Cteneral W. R. Smith wished to gorrect & remark made by the
gentleman from Milwaukee in regard to the existence of negro
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goffrage in Pemnsylvania and went into quite a lengthened
sssay on the rise and progresa of the system in that state from
the time of William Penn down to the adoption of the present
eonstitution

Mr. Bevans was opposed to the prineiple contained in the
amendment. He regpected the philanthropic feelings of the
gentlemen who advocated the elevation of an nnfortunate class
of beinga, but thomght they took the wrong course to secure it.
He moved that the eommittes rise and report progress, which
maotion wae carried and the committee roge.

The convention then sdjourned to two o’clede.—Express, ot
27, 1846

TWG O'(LOCE, F. M.

The convention again resolved itself inte comenittes of the wkale on
No. 2, ““Article on suffrage and the eiective franchise,’” Mr. Baird in
the shair. And affer some time spent therein rose and by their chair-
mmwm&prmmthmundmdleawmﬂtagm Legve

wag pravted.
(}n maotion of Mr. Crawford the convention aﬂ]cru:mail.

Mr. Ryan agaim took the floor az he zaid to make one remark
more on thiz subjeet, but inatead of one remark oecupied about
sn henr with many remarks, all in apposition to the proposed
amendment,

General John Crawford wished to make a remark or two
somewhat digressive from the subject, he =aid, and asked if
such wonld be in order. {Go on, go on.) Mr. Crawford then
proceedad as followa:

Mr. President—T will suppoee & case, Supposing there was
a conveniion of delegates aseembled to frame a constitotion
consisting of cne hundred aad twenty members, and there were
arnongst them twenty ‘Whigs, very docile, and one hundred ~
Democrate. Amongst the Demoerats there were twenty-five
lawyerd, and each lawyer should ocenpy the bedy two days in
long and nseless specches that wonld convey nothing more thaz
8 common-sense maxn ¢oild convey in five minates. The gues-
tion iz, What is the difference in the time spent? And who is
responsible for the nseless waste of that time? Bupposing they
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were determined fo saddle mpon the people such obnoxicus
features a2 paing and penalties, thal the people would not
adopt the constitution. Who iz to blame? Why, sir, the Te-
maining seveniy-five must answer for it! But I hope such a
thing will never happen in our glorious Wisconsin.

M. Gibson did not wish to oeenpy the attention of the com-
mittes but a few moments. If he had properly understood the
remarks of the gentleman from Jowa, one of his principal objec-
tions to allowing the eclored population the right of voting was
that the people wonld object to the constitution. If the peceple
of the west wers opposed to negro suffrage, the people of the
east were equally in favor of it, and the nerth and east as
strenuously advocated thizs question of free suffrage as the
west opposed #. This feeling was increasing daily and would
continue to inerease as long ag thiz question was agitated. The
gentleman from Raecine hed intimated that should we extend
to the colored race the right of free suffrage and =till refuse
to commingle, intermarry, and eat and drink with them, it wounid
not benefit them at all'; it was all idla talk The same objection
wonld hear aqually against the Indian as the negro—the same
principle would operate with the Tondian; yet he had voted for
the extension of the right of suffrage to the Indian! He was
opposed to snetaining the institution of slevery in this eomn-
try and would vote apainst it in any manner or shepe. The
atate of New York had tried the sysiem of megro mnffrege
under certain restrictions and was so well satisfied of its jus-
tioe that the Iate Democratic eonstitutional convention had sub-
mitted a geparate proposition to the people, for their dession,
providing for the extenmion of the right without the former
qualifications. He helieved the whole system of a republican
government opposed to depriving negroes of the right of suf-
frage—the whole principle of republican nstitutions, from
foundation te eapstore, opposed to infringing npon the natural
rights of any man, and he could not, therefore, vote for depriv-
ing thia portion of eitizens of the right of voting.

Mr. Manahan conld net vote for depriving men of their right
of suffrage unless alzo relieved from taxation; he had always
heard and believed that taxation and represemtation should go
together,
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Mr. Randall spoke for some time in favor of the amendment,
after which the question was taken on the amendment, and it
wae lost.

Mr. Bevang introdneed an amendment to prohibit the right
of snffrage to those who had resided in the state six years and
negleeted to become citizens of the Uniled States,

The question elicited considerable discussion, in which
Messrs. Bevane, Moses M. Strong, Byan, and Harkin partiei-

ated
F Tha question was taker on the amerdment, and it was lost.

The committee then, on motion, rose, reported progress, and
acked leave to sit again.

The convertion then adjourned.—Ezpress, Oct. 27, 1846,

Mr. Bevans moved to add to the gection the following : “* Pro-
vided, That no persoms who are mob citizens of the United
Siates, and who have resided six years within the same, hav-
ing neglected to become citizens thereof necording to the laws
of Congress, ghall be enfitled fo vole at any election in this
etate wntil they hecome naturelized eifizens acccrding to the
laws of the TUxnited States,”

MIr. B. szid he thought this amendment would tend to improve
the article. " It involved the queetion whether foreigners who
head become voters should afterwards be deprived of that priv-
ilege; whether those who had onee enjoyed this right and priv-
ilege shonld be again deprived of it. There were many in the
country whoe did not mean to become citizens of the Unifed
Htates, who might, notwithstanding, be sble to vota under the
article ae it there stood. He was willing to extend the right of
suffrage to all who owed allegiapee to the povernment, who
could be eomvicted of treason, but he conld not extend it far-
ther than that. No ene would contend that the oath which is
provided for in thiz articls will render a man liable for treason
to the United Statea. The amendment ought to be passed, as
it wonld tend to induce foreigners to become citizens of the
United States, that they may enjoy the same henefit in other
states should they happen to remove. It ought to paas that the
government may have a hold upor them, and he doubted ramch
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whether this etate econld pass an act which weuld allew & man
to be punished for treason. The state iz not a sovereign te
which a foreigner ean announce his allegiance and thereby be
dlear from the allegiance he owes to his native country. He
would not oppose but promote emigration to the country from
ahroad, but at the same time he would guard thst emigration.
The time had been when a state had the power of naturalizing
foreigners, bt now that power was conferred mlone on Con-
gress and the United Stutes. He put it on this ground then: If
a man will not ghow that he was disposed to become a eitizen
of the United States, to owe allegianee to the government which
protects him, he ought not to vote. He was far from destring
to restriet the right of voting to none but American horn citi-
zens; he knew no difference between the native and naturalized
citizen. Hostility to the foreigners did not influence him in

. offering the amendment; on the contrary he believed every
good foreigner would agree with him that the prineiple was
right, and could see no objection to it.

Moases M, Strong inguired of Mr, Bevang if this wag all the
amendments he had—if the amendment he had herelofore of-
fered to allow none but citizens to vote had finally dwindled
down {0 this propesition—or was this attempted to be thrown
in and faken if the larger one could not succeed?

Mr. Bevane eould not tell what was in the future.

Then, gaid Mr. 8., I suppose we are to have that amendment
too. -He said he did not think that the citizensbip of the elector
had enything to do with voting. This waa a difference not com-
monly taken and understood by these who talk on this snbject.
A man may be s citizen and net be & voter, and 2o he may be a
votar and not be a eifizen of the staie or of the United Staten,
The power to make foreigners cifizens of the United States be-
lengs to the United States; the power to preseribe the qual-
ifications of electors has been lodged in the atates, plainly show-
ing that they are distinet powers. The eonvention then have
full authority to act on this sobjeet aecording to the Constitn-
tion of the United States, and they alone ¢conld and must deter-
mine the question. The amendment admits the right, the pro-
priety of allowing foreigners to vote for six years, but nof after-
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wards unless they are fuily neturalized. And what reason is
given by the gentlemant Why they may be guiliy of treason
and cught to be punished. If it were a good argmment afier
the eix years, it would be no less good before, bui the fact was
it was never good and cammot be.

Mr. Harkin did not think the amendment any amendment at
all. It conld not be supposed possible that any man whe had
suffered and escaped from the ironm oppressions of FEurope
wonld live on our rich prairies for six vears and not become a
citizen of the conntry. As for treason—szhades of Montgomery
and departed heroes! IMd men think that fraitors and tresson
would come from the eountry of Lafayette, of Montgomery, and
Stenben! When necessity required, he and other natives of
the game soil wonld again take 1p and wield the sanctified shil-
lalak in defense of their adopted country.

Mr. Huebschkmann had thonght some snch provieion as that
new proposed would be proper, bt he could not on reflection
believe it conld he carried out in practice on just and equitable
principles. There may be some unavoideble canse that will
prevent 8 man from being natoralized at the end of six years,
and which vught not to hinder him from voting. Omi thie
account he could not support it.

Mr, Ryan egreed with his friends, Messrs. Harkin, Strong,
and Huebschmann, and gave several examples of the diffienlty
of procuring naturalization.

The motion to emend was Jost, and the committee rising, the
convention adjlovrned].—Argus, Qct. 27, 1846,



