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Delivered in 8t. Louis, Aug, 1, 1860.

Ma. PresiorsT axp Genviemes : To deny the
existence of an evil they do not mean to remedy,
to aseribe Lo paltry eauses the origin of great
problems they do nok mein o solve, to charge
those who defling the nature of an existing diffi-
enlty with having orizinated it—these are expe-
dieats which the opponents of reformatory mave-
ments have resorted to sloce mackind has a his-
tory. Anappeal to ignorance or Boidicy is their
Inst hope, when all resources of logic and argo-
mentnre exhausted.  The old comedy I8 repeated
again and mgain,

The assertions that the great contest bebween
Free aml Blave Labor has no foundation in faet,
that the origin of the Slavery controversy Is Lo
be fonnd in the fanaticism of a fow Northern
Abolitiondsta, and that those whoe speak of an
i frrepressible conflict ! are o be nade respos-
sille Tor i existence—thess furm the srgumon-
tative staple of those who possess either nob s
gacity enough b discem, of pob courige enough
to stale facts as they are,

In investigating twe canses of Lhe grent strog.
gle which has for years kepl Lhe minds of the
peophe In eonstant moeasitess aod excitement, 1
shaoll endesvor to act with the most perfect fie
nesz. | shall not isdalge o ooy desoociatisns,
I shall dmypeach the motives of no one. 1 shiall
oot appeal o prejadice or passon. T fnviie yon
to s in review the actual stale of things with
ealnieess and impartiality.

It is one of the best waits of human nadore,
that we form sur first apinions on matters of gen-
gral Inlerest from oor innate sense of right and
wrong. Our moral impressions, the dictites of
our consciences, the generous impulees of our
hearls, are the sources from which our first cog-

victions spring. But costom, material interest,
and our natural inclinations to acquiesce in that
which 15, whether right or wrong, that vis ner-
frer which has brought so much suffering upon
lamanity, are apt Lo overrale the native instincts
of onr moral peture. They are sicklied over by
the pole east of calenlation: the freshness of
their impelling powers is lost, and questions es-
sgntindly moral are imperceptibly ¢ i inte
questions of material interest, national economy,
Iticnl puswer.

i peaple of the SBcuth have evideatly gone
through that process in regard to the institution
of Blavery; they have Lesome accustomed Lo
identify its existence with the existence of
sogilern anciety, while even a lnrge majorit
af the people of the North were mather uclie
lev silence their moral objections to it, and to
acquiesoe, until its immediale interference with
mallers of gopersd intorest gove & wew impaiss
lev Lhseir native antipathy. Although 1 am nok
ashamed o ¢onfess, that the moral merig of the
question woull alone have been more than suffi-
cient to make me s Aotl-Blavery man, vel [will
confline mysell o a discussion of its pracrical
effects, in order to make myself intelligibls even
by those whis do not sympathize with me. This
ia the first time that 1 have had the honor to
arlilvess o mseting in a slnve stabe, and even now
L owo the privilege of expressing my opiniong
freely anl withoul resteaint 1o the cireumstaies
that, alihongh in o slave state, 1 stand apon the
anil of & free oity, and umder the LR
tection of free men. [Applause.] Must Bhall “a
privifege ” what onght to be universally respects
ed as the sacrel birthright of every Ameriean
citizenn 1 Ask any slaveholder who may be pre-
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gent in this vast assembly whether he doss not
decm it wrong and unjusiifiable that I, an Antl-
l'.'d‘.nmrj man, should be permitted to give a pub-
a:preaaim of my views in & slave state?
ar he would nob be in faver of slencing
whu.tarl'r means within his reach 1 whether

w--u]d nob e silenced as once in 2 strong slave-
{u:ﬂ ding sommuonity T 1 do not mean to blame

im for it. Let ns give him a fair hearing. The
elaveholder will state his political views subslan-
tinlly as follows ;

““On a point of astronomy, of chemistry, or
medicine, von may entertain and express what-
ever opinion you please; but we cannot permit
you to disenss the relation between master and
servant, as ik exists here in the slave states, for
in doing g0 you would endanger our safety and
underming our socinl system.  Our condition is
ench that the slightest movement of insabordi-
natlon onee started, I8 apt to grow with nneon-
trodlable rapidity ; we have, therofore, (o puerd
agninst everything that mny start it ; we cannot
allow frep disenssion of the subject; we have to
remmove fromm sur midst emg;illt'auﬂiarr wlemment
wi ennnot ba expected to tolernte opinicns or per-
sons among us that are opposed io the ruling
order of things. Whenever & mischievous at-
tempt is made, we are obliged ko repress it with
snch epeegy and severlty as to steike terror into
the hearts of those who might be capable of re-
peating the attempt. Our condition requnires
the promplest actlon, and if, in cases of tmmi-
nend dinger, the regular process of the courts
is ton slow or uncertain, we are obl to
resort fo lyneh law o order to supply it defl-
clencies.

i Moreover, we must adopt our rulss and eus-
toma of government to the pecubiar wants of
onr social organization. In erder to be safe, we
mnst intrust the government in its general ad-
minkstration, as well as is details, to those who,
by their own interests, aro bhoand Lo e the natu-
ral guardians of the system. Hence our safety

nires that the political power in our states
shonld be pat into the hands of slaveholders ;
and where we have oo law to that eiffect, custom
upholds the rule.

“In ordor to put the political ascondnney of
those whi are most interested in the preservation
of Blavery upon & solld basis, we must pui down
anything that would produse and foster inde-
pendent aspirations among the other classes of
snclety, It wonld not enly be insane to eduenta
the siaves, but highly dangerous to extend to the
gront mass of poor white non-slaveholders the
menna of edwceation; for in deing so we might
rufse an ebement o influence and power, whose
interests are not identical with those of the slave-
Tholder. This is our poliey of =elf-preservation,
fnd we are bonwd to enfonge L

gir, I mean to be just to the slaveholders ; and,
strange a5 it may sound, as to the propriety of
thir 1Icyl agree with them. Having Identi-
fied
Blavery, they cannot act otherwise.

It iz neceszity that nrges them on, It is troe
thal Blavery is an iofamioable elemeont. A stray

of thonght or hope may canse a terrible
eonflagration.  The toroh of free speech and
prees, which gives light to the honse of Liberty,
is vary apt to set on flre the honse of Blavery.
What is more patural than that the torch should

ir social existence with the existence of fiederal

be extingmished where thers iz snch an abune
dance of explosive material 1

It is true that in a slavebolding community the
strictest subordination must be enforced, that the
maintenabes of established order requires the
mosk rigorons preventive amd repressive mea-
sares, which will not always allow of a strict
obaervance of the roles of legal proeess; It is
equally irue that the making and the execntion
of the laws ean be safely intrusted only to those
who, by their position, are bound  to the ruling
interest ; bre, thal popnlar edaeation i danger-
ons to the exclusive rale of an excluosive closs ;
trie, that men must be Kept stuphd in order to

iupl- obediont, What i@ more coosistant,
thereﬂ:rn, than that fundamental liberties shonld
e dlzregarded whenever they become dangerous ;
that tho safeguards of homan rights in the ad-
ministration of justice, should be set aside when-
ever the emergency calla for prompt and epser-
gelic action; that the mosses should be left
uneducatad, in order to give the slaveloldin
Oligarchy an uondispuied sway? In one wo
that the rights, the ﬁhﬂr[&:ﬂ and the security of
the individual should have to yield to the para-
mount consideration of the safety of the roling
interest 1 All this is trae; nnrtf aceepling the
premizes, all these necessities exist. You seem
atartled at this proposition, and ask, What is the
Institution that demands for ils protection such
measures T The Blave Btaies are by no means
origival in this respect.  Look at the kingdom of
Naples, where the ruling power is governed by
similar exclusive interests, amd acts om the snme
Instingt of self-preservation; does it not resert {o
the same means 1 You tell me that the prinei-
ples underlyving our system of government are
very different from thoge of kingdom of
Mapies, and that the mears of protection | spoke
of run contrary to the spirit of our institutions.
Indeed, 8o it seems to be, What does that prove 1
Bimply this: That a sovinl institution which is
in antagonism with the principles of democratic
government, cannod be maintained and
by means which are in aceordance ufm Bhise
principles ; and on thy other band, that & secial
instituslon which cannot be protected by menns
which are in accordanee with the democratie
principles of our government, must essentially be
in antagonizm fo those principles, It proves that
the peaple fn the ala oldln tates, although
preteding to be freamen, the necessities
ariging from thelr coodition, the slaves of Ela-
very. That ks all.

But I am told that the Blave Btates are sove-
reign, and may shapa and govern their home
eoncerns acconling to their own notlons, sulbject
only to the Constitution of the United Btates,
Granted. But the necessities of Blavery do not
stop there.  The Blave States ave members of o
fiederal family, and as the King of Naples in his
foreign policy is governed by his peculiar inte-
reats, =0 i3 the polley of the Blave Bfaiea in onr
affairs governed by their pecolinr neces-

sitles,
I bear much said of the aggressive spivit of the
Blave Power, but I am almost mc]i Lo !.tqml

it of that charge, for all its a

atempts are no less dictated rm net nt‘ mli‘-
preservation, than the most striking features of
its home policy.

Let uws listen to the slaveholder again, He
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eays: “ What will become of the seenrity of our
slave property, if inside of this Union & slave may
finally escape from the konds of his master, by
simply crossing the lue of his State?  But the
Tanatical - Anti-Blavery spiril prevailing in the
Free Btates, will avafl itself of every facility the
common legal process affords, as the trial by jury
pnd the writ of habeas corpas, to aid the Tugltive
fn his eseape. We are, therefore, oblized to
demand such legislation at the bands of our
General Government as will remove thess obsta-
cles thrown in the way of the recapbure of our
property, and oblige the citizens, by low, to assist
s in the re-apprehension of the fogitive, so the
irial Ly jur{iand. the writ of habeas corpus will
have to vield, and the good old common law
privviple, that in all cases concerning life and
liberty, the presamplion be in favor of liberty,
goes by ihe board,"  This may seem rather hard,
Tt s it not eminently consistent 7

The necessithes of Blavery do pot stop thero,
Let s hear how the slaveholder procesds: *In
order to chtain ench Jeglslation from our national
councils; it is pecessary that the prejudices
against Blavery existing in the Free States he
disarmed, Tt is impossible that the slave inte-
rest should deem itsell secure as long as a vie-
Jent agitation is kept up against it, which contin-
nally tronbles ws at home, and exereizes upon
the Nativrnal Legislatare an influence hostile to
Blavery. We are, therefore, obliged to demand
that measnres be alen to stop that agitaiion,"
Kothing more patural than thae, The vight of
petition, held sacred even by some despotic gov-
ernments, must Be eurtailed.  Post-Otfice roga-
lations: have to prevent the dissemination of
Anti 8lavery sentiments by the newspapers, Even
in the Fres States willing instruments are foand,
whi urge the adoption of measores tending to
puppress the very discussion of this question,
Laws are advocated in Congress (and that “cham-
pivn of freo labor! Dougles, takes the lead),
making it a criminal offense to organize associa-
tions hestile to Blavery, and empowering the
Genern] Government to suppress them by means
of a contralized polloe “I[Tiund cheors.] This
miky seem somewhat tyrannical, bt is it not emi-
nently consistent T [Applanse.

But in order to snceeed in this, Blavery needs
a contralling power in the General Govermment.
It cannol expect to persuade us, so it st Gy to
subdue end rulens, Hear the slavebolder: ™ It
is impossible that we shonld consider our inter-
ests safe In this Union, unless the political equi-
librium between the Free and Slave States be re-
stored.  IT the Peee Btales are permitied to in-
crease and the Slave States stand still, we ghall
be completely at the mercy of & hoatile majovity,
We are therefore obliged to demand sccessions
of territory onl of which rew Slave Biates can
he formed, so 88 to inerease our representation
Iv Comgress, amwd o restore the equilibrinm of
power,"  Nothing more sensible. The agguisi-
tion of foreign countries, such as Cuba and the
Northern Btates of Mexico, is demanded, and, if
they eannot be obtnined by fair purchase and di-
plomatic transaction, war must tor;
and, if the wajority of the people are not in-
clinsd Lo go to war, our international velations
must be disturbed by fllibustering expeditions,
precipitating, if possi ]l:i this country into wars,
thos forcing the penceable or cheating the enthu-

sinstic inle subservieney to the plang of the Blave
wer  You may call this pireey, disgracing us
in the eves of the civilized world. Eut can yon
deny that Slavery needs power, and that it can-
not obtain that power except by extension T
pressed by its necessities, it lays its hand
apon our national territories,  Time-honored com-
paets, hemming in Slavery, must be abrogaterd.
The Constitution mast be so construed as to give
Blavery unlimited sway over our pativnal domain,
Hence your Nebrasks bills and Dred Scott deci-
sions, and Blave Code platforms,  Yon may call
that atroeious, bat can von deny s consistancy 1
“ Hut,” adds the sisveholder, ** of what nse is
to us the abstract right to go with our slave pro-
perty into the Territories, if you pass lnws which
attract to the Territories a class of population
that will erowd oot Slavery ; IF von atieact to
them the foreign immigrant by granting him the
immediate enjoyment of political rights; if' you
allure the pouper from all parts of the globe by
your predmplion laws and homestead bills? We
want the negro in the Territories. You give us
the foreign immigrant, Blavery cannot exist ex-
cept with the system of lnrge (arms, and voop
homestead bills establish the system of small
farms, with which free labor ix inse bly cons
nected. W are, therefors, obliged to demand
that all snch mischievous projects be abandoned, ™
Nothing more plausille, Heoce the right of the
laboring man to acquire property in the soil by
his labor is denied ; yvour homestead bills voted
down, and the Llight of up[;me.lva epeculation
emed upon your virgin soil, and attempls ae
maide to deprive the foreign immigrant i the
Territories of the immediate enjoyment of politi-
cab rights, which, in the primitive state of social
t.rf,a.uizar.iom, are essential fo his existence. All
this in erder to give Blavery a chance to obtain
possession of oar pationsl domain, This may
soem rather hard.  Bot can yon deny that Sin-
vary for its own profection needs power in the
general government?  That it eannod obtain that
power except by increased representationt That
it cannob increase it representnlion ex by
conquest and extension over the Torritories t and
that with this pelley all measures are incompati-
ble which bid fair to play the Tervitorbes ioto the
hands of free lnbor T
This is not all. Listen to the slaveholder cuce
more ; “ Char egates,” he bells us, * are essentially
agriculineal producing states, 'We have but lit-
the commercn, and still less manufsctoring in-
dustry, All legislation tending to benefit the
commercial apd mannficturing interests prinei
ally, is therefore to our immediate prepudice.
ﬂ will oblige ns to contribute to the growth amd
prosperity of the free states ot our expense, anmd
conseqiently turn the balance of political powes
still more ngainst us.  We are, therefore, obliged
todemand that all attempts 1o promote, by federal
legislation, the industrial interest, be given up."
Nothing more logical, The system of slave
labor has vever permitied them Lo recognize
and develop the harmony of agricultuml and
indnstrial and commercial pursnits. What s
more nataral, than that they shonld seck to give
the peenliar economical intevest in which their
superiorily consists, the preponderance in our
ceomomibcal policy T Henee  their anrelsnting
epposition to all leglslation tending to
the peculisr resources of the free states.
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Hore lot ng pougs. Iz there anything strange
or sirprising i all this 1 You may eall it mad-
wess, bt there is mothod in this madness.  The
slave power is impelled by the irrepressibile pow-
er of necessity. It cannnt oxist unbess it rules,
and It eannot rode unless it keeps down §is oppe-
nests. Al Cits domands awd arts are in sirict
harmony with its interests and attribotes ; they
are the rntural ‘growth of it existence, T repead,
I am willing to acqnil it of the charge of willful
aggression ; Lam willing 1o concede that 1t strog-
l]l‘.-! fur m-ljlplwew,mtd-m; It mow the momens-
toms question arzes, how do the means which
seem b be lndispenasalle for the self-preservacion
of Blavery agree with the existenee and interests
of froe-labor society

Bir, if Mr. Hummond of South Carolina, or
Mr, Brown of Mississippi, bad lstened to me.
woili Ll.ey maol b “I‘II!HI,H']. 1 frive e eredit fin
having stated their cnse furrly T Now listen to
me, while I state our own.

Cnst vonr eves over that great bee-hive, ealled
the free states  Bee by e railvoad and the tele-
graphic wing every village, almost every back-
wond cottage, deawn within the immedinte remch
of progressive civilization, Look over our grain
fieldda, but lately a lonesome wilierness, where
machinery is almast saperseding the labor of the
humas hand ; over onre workshops, whass aspoct
is almost daily changed by the magle touch of
Joventive senins; over onr fects of merchont
wvessels, nomerons onongh o make the whole
world tributary to owr prosperity ; Took upon
our society, whore by papmlar edocation and the
comdinnal change of comdition, the dividing lines
between ranks and clases are almost obliterated ;
look upon onr system of public instruction,
which plaves even the lowliest ehild of the peo-
ple upon the high rmd of progressive advance-
meént; upon our vapid growth and expansive
prosperiny, which is imdesd solject to reverses
amd eheeks, bob contains such & wonderfal Gecti-
Tikw of resoiitees, tiat every eheck is A mere incen-
tive for tew enterprise, every reverse buk a mere
opportunity for the development of pew powers,

To whatdo weoweallthis?  Pirstand foremost
to thiat. perfect frecd ot of frquiny which acknow-
Iedges neovales bat those of logle no lmits bt
those thne bound the fealties of the haman
mind. [Cheers.] Iis magic consista in s anl-
verality,  To it we awe the harmony of our pro-
gressive mowement i all it endless ramifications.
Ko single seiencs, no single practical pursalt ex-
fats dn our day fndepeodently of all other scien-
ces, all other praciical pursaits,  This is the age
of the slidarity of progress.  Bet a limit to the
freedom of nguicy in one directlon and yon de-
gtroy the hormony of its propolling action,  Give
us the Roman inguisition, which forbids Galileo
Galites to thilnk that the earth moves ronnd the
gy, and he hes to nbertupt and give up the
gplendid train of his discoveries, and their inflo.
ence upon all other branches of scleoes i lost
bie hins i give it wp, oF be muast fight the fngquisi-
tion, [Cheers.] Lot the slave power orany other
political or econemical interest tell os thal we
must think, and ear, aisl invent, and discover
nobhiing which is agninst its demanda—and we
must interrupt and give up the barmony of our
progressive development, or fight the tyranmical
wﬂullﬁm,whaumnhadra it muy assume, [Lowd

cheers,

Believing, ns we do, that the marnl and ideal
development of man 13 the troe aim and end of
hinman sockely, we most preserve in their effi-
ciency the means which serve thatend.  Inorder
1o secure o the fresdom of inquiry its foll pro-
ductive power, we must surround it with all the
safegnards which political institations affiord, As
wi cannot sel % limit to the activity of our minds,
&0 we cannol muszzle our moaths or fedter the
press with a censorship, [Applause.]  We cannod
arrest of vestram the disenssion of the gueation,
awhai system of labor, o dchal ergendzalion of
socicly prowmotes best the moral and nfeliectunl
development of man. [Lond applanse.] Wecan-
ik deprive o single fudividoal of the privileges
which protect him in the free exercise of his fa-
culties, and the enjoyment of his right, =0 long as
these faonlties are not employed to the detriment
of the rights and liberties &f oiliss,  Owr organi-
zatlon of soclety resting upon equal right=, wa
find our security in a general system of popular
edueation which fits all foran utelligeat exercize
of those rights. This is the home policy of free
lalor sppiety,  This policy in our federal adfalrs
must necessarily Wrreﬂrnul- Deeming free aod
iontelligent labor the only safe basis of society, it
is onr Aty o expand ilu hlessings over all tha
Lerritory within our reach ; seeing our own pros-
perity advaneed by the prosperity of our neigh-
bors, we must endeavor to plant npon onr hor-
ders a system of lober which answers in that re-
apect. Do we recognize the right of the labor-
ing man to the sofl he cultivates and shield him
mzaingt oppressive speeulation 1 Beeing in the
Barmonions developnent of ali branches of labor
asonree of progress and power, we must adopt 4
policy which draws to light the resources of the
land, gives work to our workshops and security
o vur commerce, These ave the privciples and
views governing our policy.

Blaveholders, look at this picture, and ni thia.
Can the differemce eseape vour observation T You
may =8y, as many have sald, that there s indeed
a difference of principles, but not necessarily an
antagonism of interests,  Look again.

Your social systom is founded upon foreed Ta-
bor, surs upan free Iabor,  Blave lobor cannot
exizt together with freedom of inguiry, and so
vou demand the restriction of that freedom ; fres
lalwe cannot exist without it, and s we main-
tain its Inviolabilicy, Slave labor demands the
secting aside of safeanards of fnlividual
Tilserty, for the purpose of upliolding sobordina-
tion and protecting slave property ; free labor
demands their preservation as essential and in-
dizpensable to its existence and progressive do-
velopment,  Slavery demawds extension by an
agzressive foreign poliey; free labw demands
an honorable peace aml friondly interconrse with
the world abroad for its commerce, el & pence-
able and undistorbed development of our e
sonrees ob home for its agricultnro amd indaestry,
Slavery demands extension over national terri-
tories for the purpose of galning political power;
free labor demands the netional  domain for
working men for the purpose of spremding the
Wessings of libariy and clvilizatlen,  Blavery
therefore apposes all measures tending to sacnre
the soil to the actnal laborver; free labor there-
fore resognizes the right of the seitder o the
sofl, and demands measures protecting him

against the pressure of speculation,  Blavery de-
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mands the absolote ascendency of the planting
interest in onr economical policy ; free labor de-
mands legislation tending to develop all the
rescrrees of the land, and to harmonize the agri-
eultoral, commercial and induastrial inlerests.
Blavery demands the control of the General Gaoy-
ernment for its special protection apd the pro-
maotion of s peeuliae intevests ; free labor de-
manils that the General Government be adminis-
tored for the purpose of secaring to all the bless-
inge of liberty, and for the promotion of the
gencral wellare. [ Tremendous applanse | Sla-
very demands the recognition of its diviee right ;
fres labor recogmizes no divine right but that
of thas Hberty of all swen,  [Load ebears ]

With o word, Slavery demangds for its profee
Eron and perpetuda i o enit of polery wivich i
witerly tncomipaitble wifh the principles upon
which the organization of Free Lober soeiety
vests, There l& the antagonism, That is the
gmsenca of the " irrepressible conflict.” It isa
conflict of principles andedying interests, al-
ways the same, whether appearing as a moral,
ecousical, or political gquestion.  Mr. Douglas
boraved that be conld repress it with police mea-
sures; he might as well try 1o fetter the winds
with a rope.  The South mean to repross it with
decisions of the Bupreme Court; they might as
waoll, like Xerxes, try o subddue the waves of the
L] threwing elains inte the water. [Ap-
planse.

The conflict of constitutional constriictions is
indeed but a mere incident of the great struggle
= mere symptom of the erisis.  Long before
the Bluvery gquestion jo e form of an sbstract
constitutional eontroversy  agitated the pullic
mind, the eonflict of interests raged In our na-
tional eouncils, Wihat mattered it that the
struggle about the cocouragement of home in-
dustry ad Iuterpal improvemeants was nod gsten-
sibly carried on under the firm of pro amd anti
glavery T What mattered it that yowr new-
fangled eovstilational doctrines were nob yvet in-
vented, when Blavery iried to expand by the
antiexation of foreign conntries 7 thal no Dred
Beott decision was yet coolked ap, when the right
of petition was curtailed, when attemypts were
made to arrest the discussion of the Slavery
quiestion all over the Undon, aml when the trial
by jury amd the writ of habeas corpus was over-
ridden by the Fugitive Slave Law1 And even
lately, when the Blave Power with one glgantic
grasp attempted b seioe the whole of oar na-
tional domiain, what else was and iz your new
eonstitntional doctrise but an M-dispoised at-
et Liv clothe a long-cherished design with the
color of law 1

Read your history with an impartial eve, and
you will find that the construetion of the Con-
ghitei lon always shaped self according to the
prevailing moral impulses or twe predominance
of material over political interests.  The Ingic of
onr wilmls §s but toe apt to follow in the track of
our sympathies and pspirations. [t was when
thie 3-1:.:{:'1“!1 control of our government, that
acta were passed for the ralsing of duties on
fmporis, for the ereation of a patiosal bank, and
im nid of the American shipping intevest. It was
winfer the lead of the Bouth, that the systems of
Interual Improvement and of the proteciion of
home imlustry were isnugurated ; it was the
Boath no less than the North, that insisted upon

and axercisad the power of Congress to excluds
Blavery from the Territories. Bo long as thess
mieasures seemed o agres with the predominant
interest, there ssemed to be ne question about
their constitutionallty.  Even Mr. Calboun him-
self said in one of his most celebrated speeches,
felivered in the session of 1816-16, “ That it was
the duty of the Government, as & meing of de-
fensa, o enconrage the domestic imlustry of Ltha
conutry.””  DBut as soon as it was fonnd ot that
this poliey redounded more to the benefit of freo
lnbor, than that of the unenterprising Bonih, then
the same men who bad isangurated It worked
its overthrow on the plen that it was at war with
the principles of the Constitution, [ Murmuars of
applanse, | The constitutionality of the Ordi-
naee of 1787, was never questioned a8 long ag
the provailing sentiment of the Bouth ran saninst
the perpetnation of 8lavery, The Missonri Com-
prreemise was beld a5 sacred and invielabbe as the
Constitution itsell, =0 long as it served to intro-
duee Blave Blates into this Union; bat no sooner
wirs, by virtee of its provisions, Free Territories
to be organized, than its onconstitutionality was
at onee diseoversd,

The predeminance of interests determines the
construction of the Counstitution. S it wis and
so bever will be.  Only those who remalied tros
to the original programme of the failers, re-
mained troe to the originel construction,  Decida
the contest of principles underlying inlerests,
and the confliel of eonstitutional eonstFiaetions
will settle sizelf. This way seems a dangerous
policical theory. Itis not an article of my creed
—mnk a matder of principle—bul & matler of ex-
perience ; not & doctrine, but o fact.

Thus the all-pervading antagonism - stamds
before ws, sigantic In fs dimensions, growing
every day in the awful proportions of its prob-
lems, invelving the character of our institutions ;
involving our relations with the workd abroad ;
invelving our peses, our rights and liberties al
home: invelving our th and Frﬂqmuﬂ.ﬁf;
invalving our moral mgr?p;lmm CEIEENCE 08 &
nation,

How short-sighted, how ehildish are those who
finad its origin in artificial agitation1  As though
we could prodnce a tempest by blowing our noses,
or i eartbguake by stamplog our pany  fest
upon the ground. [Looghter. But hew to
solve, how to decide it  Let us pass in review
our politleal parties, and the remediss they pro-
pose.  There we encounler the so-called Union
party, with Boll and Everett who tell us the best
m_v]tnseﬂleﬂl.e conflict is to ignore it.  [Langh-
ter.

Ignorve it!  Ignove it, when attempis are made
tor plunge the eoantry into war and disgrace for
the purpose of Slavery extepsion ! lgoore it
when Blavery and free labor wage Lheir flerce
wir aboat the posgession of the national dimalin !
Igniore it, when the libortios of speech and press
arve attacked!  Ignore it, when the actual seitler
claiims the virgin =il and the slavehalding capl-
talists cloim it also ! Tgnore it, when the plant-
Inig interest peaks too establish and maintain its
exclusive IUI;;.&“E{ in onr economical pobiey f
Ignore it, ins ! Ignore the fire that consumes
the corneeposta of your howsa| Ignore the
stoam that breaks the rodder and tenrs to niters
the eails of your ship! Corfure the revolted
elements with & meek Mount Vernon lecturs ]
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Pour npon the farlons waves the placid off of a
notation from Washinglon's farewell address!
Cheers amd langhter.

Tt ds true thisy tell ns ther will enforee the lnws
and the Comstitution well enough! Bat what
lnweg ¥ Those that free labor demand, or those
that Blavery gives 1s?  What Constitntion ¥
That of Washington and Madison, or that of
Blidell, Douglas and Taney ? [Loud and long
continwed cheering.

The conflict stands thers with the stubborn, | ¢

Brutal foree of reality. However severely it
may disturb the perves of timid gentlemen,
there it stands and speaks the hord, stern lan-
gnage of fact, | understand well that
problems and cesponsibilithes should be ap-
pronched with eare and coution, But times like
thess demand the firm actions of men who know
what they will, and will %, uot that eunuch
policy, which, conscious of s own unproduac-
tiveness, invites us blandly to settle down into
the lmbecile contentment of gencral impotency,
They cannol ignore the conflict if they would,
bot have not nerve enough to decide it if they
could,

The next party that claims our attention is the
so-called Democracy. As it i8 my object to dis-
cuss the practieal, not the constitutional merits
of the problem belvre us, | might pass over the
divislons exlsiing in that organization. In fact,
tha point which separates Mr, Donglus from Mr.
Breckinridge is but & mete quibble, & mere mat-
ter of etiquette.  Mr. Douglas is unwilling Lo
mdmit in words what e has a hoodred times ad-
mitted in foct, for, can yon tell me, what practi-
cal difference in the world there is between direct
and indirecs intervention by Congress in faver of
Slavery, and that kimd of nop-intervention by
Dongress which merely consisis in making room
for direct intervention by the Suprema Court |
Amd , in nearly all practical meazures of
poliey Me. Douglas is regularly to be found on
the gide of the extreme Bouth. Like that great
statesman of yours (I your parden, goentle-
men, for alluding 1o him in decent political com-
pany), be nlways votes against measures for the
encouragemant of home fdustey, perhaps be-
canze he does not understand thom. !\Lnnuhl.er.]
He is onie of the firmest supporters of the aseen-
dency of the planters' interest in our economical
questions; and as to the extension of Blavery
by conquest and annexation, the wildest Gllibus-
ters may always eount upon his benderost eym-
pathies.

B0 Leay [ might have ignored him, if e had not
succeaded in crenting the most denfening of noises
with the hallowest of drums. [Lond cha-en.]

He proposes to “ repress the irrepresaible con-
flict * with what he cmphatically stvles * his
great principle.” At first ho defined 4 as * seli-
government of the people in the territories;’”
but it became soon apgorent. that wnder his great
principle the le of the territories were 2OV
erned by anybody but self, and he called it
" popular sovereignty.”
‘this kind of sovercigniy was not very popular,
after all, and ho called It “ non-intervention,”
([Langhter.] Methinks something will intervene,

wretty soan, amd he will strain his imagination

r anotlier name, i I8 be worth whils at all to
christen & thing which wever hod any tangible
existence.

1t soon turmed out thag | dectring

Biit if we may belleve him, Lis ' great prinei-
ple,” and nothing bot his # great principle,” will
seitle the irrepressible conflict, restore pence and
barmony to the nation, and save (e Doion—and,
in fact, Mr. Douglns is sbont the only one among
the Presidential candidates who insiats that there
is an immediste necessity of soving that aocient
Imf]:mml' dge the merits of his great prinoiph

tus judpe the merits of his principle
l.:{ ita results : Has it secured to the inhabitants
the territories the right of self-goverment
Never werg the people of a territory subject o a
despotism more arbitrary, and to a violence more
Inwloss and atrocious, than were the peopls of
Knnsas, after the enactment of the Nebraska bill.
Has it removed the slovery gquestion from the
halls of Congress? The t has never raged
with greater Berceness, and Cohgress came hardly
ever so near debating with bowie knives and re-
volvers, 18 about the questions raised by the Ne-
braska bill. Has it established safe and aniform
rules for the construction of the constitndion? 1s
has set aaide the construction put wpon the con-
stitution by those who framed ft; and for the
rest, let Mr. Donglas give ¥ou kiis opinion on the
Dred Beott decislon, Has it given peace and
harmony to the country by repressing the frme-
pressible conflict?  Alas! poor great principle!
this harangne of peace and harmony inflamwed the
irmepressibia ik, oven inside of the Demo-
eratie party, and rent into two sactions an organ-
izntion which eluimed the exclusive privilege of
mationality,

These were its immediate results. Tt is troe,
Mr, Douiglas pecoses his adversiries of haviog
created the disturbance. Certainly ; if the whole
Amerfcan nation had bowed their heads in silent
chedience befere Mr. Douglas' mondotes, there
would have been no sirife.  Mr. Blidell, Mr. Ba-
chanan, and Me. Brmktnrid.ge! may sy the same;
g0 may the emperor of Austrig aopd the King of
Naples. Such men are apé to be disturbed by
opponents, and Mr, Douglas need not be sur-

riacdd if he has a few! The troe souree of the
ifficulty was this: The Eansas-Nebrasks bill wos
thrown as an amhi 4, illogical measure, be-
twesn two antagonistio interests, each of which
it for its own advantage. 1t brought
the contesting forces together, face to face,
without offering o clear ground epon which to
settle the conflict.  Thus it gquickened and inten-
alfled the struggle, Instead of allaying . Hence
fts total failore as a harmonizing measure.

What, then, is itz positive result? As toits
practical importance in the conflict betwean Free
anid 8lave Labor, Mr. Donglas himself enlightens
us, s follows:

“ Has the S8onth heen oxclnded from all the tervllory
Eﬁqn!r%ﬂf feom Mexien? What eaye the bill from tha

tntives now on your table, r:putl
the alave in Naw Mexive sinllished the pog
I‘.iu:m.il:‘lfﬁﬂ It is of the history of the country
that under this of pon-intervention. his ﬂm—
teloe that elit Lo eall muer Bovercignty, the
la of ewla:!mmwh meedl aml p tisil
Tarritory. Under this

from
Californin, and from Hl-:linﬁ"l:tflh:ﬂwuh L ol H-exlr:ﬂ.
mt mﬂy'u,phﬂ*w hut up o B —jriving ¥ou & de-
gree and & half more Slave Territory than yon ever
claimed. In 1548 and 154 and 1550, yoo Raked 1o
have tha Hme of #7 WY, The Mashville vention
fixed that as Ite nitimatnm, I offered it In the Senste
in August, 1848, and [t was ndoptod here but rejected



Em u\fﬂawwnuﬂm Yom seked on)
B, and mon- ‘p

tervontlon has glven
l.n-dl.hﬂflnmtgwm
ot you say this is o nmmnl'ﬂwﬂ:m

'Thﬂcmtie hlhnl'l-'h{- e which the
Benator from M tile it the
rlghts of thn!-w.l.h. de:;:-n uwrgnl any other

Triits that were ml:rm 1aBle, OF TOreS
refreshing Lo your llungﬂl:l' otler of Fres
Territory has been eonverted into Slave Tarritory on
the Amerlcan Continent, sineo the Kevolation, e:ﬂp‘t
T Now Maxico and mons, mmder the
noteinterventlon affirmed ot Charlegton § it s t.m.e
that this principle of n-on-inlzrvmthm hll canferrad
Em yoi all that immense terrd
very fn that nmpaﬂthu'lg,luﬂherh l.'nd [
wjmm ¥ou did not expect it to go, cammol you trost the
e Co Bontly, when yon come Lo ae-
El.lre additlonal territory from Mexido. If §t he trus
t this primeiple of von-intervention has gi.mn o
Hhﬂ'r_'.r all New Mexico, which wns ®
every side by Free Territory, will not the mme

protect voil o the Northern Biates of Mexico
surronmded

11'
when They are acquived, since ey are now

ractical solution
of the difficulty ‘which Mr. ouglas proposes.
The ** great principbe of non-intervention,™ which,

according to his own testimony mngﬂmu
Blavery, by inereasing the num

States, and their representation and pnw&r ir| (n‘;r
Guueral Government ; to which s to be added
the annexatiion of Cuba and the Northern Staves
of Mexico, out of whichan additional number of
Blave States B Lo be carved., Bat his Northern
friemds say that he s the champion of Free labor
—and they are honorablo men,

Oh, what a deep-seated, overweaning confidence
Me. Dougslas, when e tiade this stalement, must
have hod in the unfathomable, desperate, inoor-
‘:g'lh]n stupidity of those Northern Democrats

o gapport him for the purpose of baffing and
punishing the fire-eaters of the Seuth, Good
innocent sonls, 40 they wot see that by support-
ing Mr. Douglas’s policy, which throws into the
lap of Blavery, Territory afier Territory, they
will strengthen and render more overbearing the
very same Slave Power they mean to baffle and
punish P Do they not see that they are pre
Ing a lash for their own backs 1 1t is trae, when
they fiel it, and they desorve to foel it. they may
ennaole themeelves with the idea that it is o whip
of their own manufacture |

Ab last wo arrive st the programme of the
Binva Power in its open ond nodisguised forms,
of which Mr. Breckinvidge is the representative
and Mr. Donglas the servant, althongli he does
oot wear its livery, excepb on occasions of state.

Thiz mie o a8 follows:  The asitation
of the Blavery question North and Bonth is to
e nrrested ; the Fugitive Slave law, in its pre-
sent form, is to be strictly careied out, and all
Blale logislation Impeding ts execution to be re-
pealed ; the Conslituiional right of Slavery to
goupy the Territories of the Uniwed States, and
to be protected there is Lo be scknowledged ; all
measures tending fo impede the ingress of
Blavery, and lts establishment in the Territories,
are to be abamdoned ; the opposition to the con-
guest and annexation of foreign countries out of
which more slave states oan be formed, i to be
given up; the economical policy of the planting
intarest to the exclasion of the encouragement

af home industry, is to become the ruling policy | fict

of the country,
Thie is the Southern solution of the irrepressi-
ble conilicd,

= | tha

pﬁ*’rammn posses=es at least the merit
b logle of EBlavery aml Despotizm
u.gl.iml the logic of Free Labor and Liberty.
The fssue is plainly made up. Frea labor is
summoned Lo submit to the measares which
Blavery deems necessary for s perpolinbion,
We are called apon to a.da.pl our laws and sys-

tems of policy, and the whols development of
our nucial organizetion, to the necessities amd
Interests of slavery, We are swmsonsed fo sor-
render. Lol us for & momeot judge the peaple
of the free states by the meanest eriterion wa
can think of; let ns apply suppositions to them,
which, if upgphmi to ourselves, we wonld consider
an inanit.

Iff the people of the free states were so davoid
of moral sense as nob to distioguish between
right and wrong ; so devoid of geoerens impulses

as ot to aympathize with the downtrodden and
dag,-mdnd, so devoid of manly pride as o be
naturally inclined to submit (o everyvbady who
was impuident enongh to azsume the command—
tell me, even in this worst, this most disgusting
of all contingencies, could free labor guivtly
submit to the demands of the Blave Power so
long as it has & jost appreciation of s own inle-
rests T If wa did not care, either for other peo-
phe's rights nor for our own dignity, can we sub-
mit as long ns we cars for our own pockets
Surrender the privilege of discissing our sozial
problems withont restraint | Be narrowed down
to a given circle of ideas, which we shall net -
tranagress | Do we oot owe ot growth, and
prosperity, and power, to that freedom of ingquiry
which is the source of all progress and {mprove-
ment T

Burrender the pational territories to Blavery !
[} we not owe oar growih and prosperity o the
succesaiul labor of our peighbors just as well as
oir own ! Shall we consent to be sarrounded
and hemmaed in with thriftless eommunities,
whose institntions retacd their  growtl, and
thereby retard onr own?  Abandon all laws like
omestend  bill, tending to esiablish free
labor on our pational demmn!  Bhall we thos
wive up U rights of labor, and destroy the ine
heritance of owr children 1

Give np our opposition 10 the extension of
Slavery by the conguest of foreign countries !
Bhall wa squander the blood of our sons and the
marrow of the land in destructive wars, for the
profit of the eoemies of frea labor, while it is a
peneaful development to which we owe our power
in the world ¥ Adopt the exelisive ecopomical
paoliey of the planting interest | Shall sar mineral
wenlth sleep undeveloped in the seil?  Bhall vur
water-powers run idke, and the bastle of ony fao-
tories cease 1 Bhall the immense laboring force
in our inecreasing population be deprived of the
advantage of & barmonious development of all te
branches of homan Iabor T Bhall we give up
our industrind and commereial independence from
the world abroad? Tmpossible! It cannot b
thonght of !  Even the most debased mmd sub-
missive of our doughfaces cannob submit to it as
gaon a8 tle matter comes boa practical besl ; mod
therefore the suecess of the Southern programme
will never bring about a flnal decizion of the con-
. Bupposa we were beaten in the present
slectoral contest, would thot decide the conflict
of interests forever T Mol Thanks to the nobler
impulses of human natune, our consclenses would



not let us sleep; thanks to the good sense of Lthe
.-uﬁ!:' their pl‘l)ﬂl‘&ﬂlﬂ Interests would not

them to give ap the strogele.  The power
of resistance, the elasticity of free society, can-
mnot be exhanated by one, cannot be asnihilated
by o hundred defeats. Why 1 Because it re-
geives new impulses, new inspirations from every
day’s work ; it marches on in barmopy with the
apirit of the age.

There |s but one way of settling the " jree-
prossible conflict.,” It #8 not by resisting the
apirit of the times, and by Erying to nentralize
its Impelling r; for yoo sdtémpt Chat In
wain : bt o 19 by newtralizng the obsincdes whick

thrown themeelves inbo its paik. There is
no ather, The irrepressible conflics will rage
with uonabobed fury uotil our secind and political
development is harmonized with the irrepressible
temdency of the age.

That is the solution which the Republicans

preposa,  Their programme is simple and con-
whsrent :

Protoction of our nataral and constitutional
rights,

Kon-interference with the socind and political
institutions existing by the legisiation of sore-
reign States. Exclusion of Slavery from the
nationg! Territories ; they must be freo because
they are national. [Immense cheering. ]

Promotion and expansion of feee libaor by the
Homestead bill, and she enconragement of home
industry. |Cheering renewed. ]

Will this effect a settlement of the confliet,
Let the fachers of this Repablic answer the qnes-
tion, amd 1 will give you the Bouthern constime-
Lion of their polioy,  Ina debate which sceurred
it Uhe Benate of the United States, on the 234 of
Jannary, Mr. Mason of Virginia said : * Now, as
far as ooucerns our apeestry, I am satisfied of
this—they were not Abolitisnists. On the eon-
teary, 1 believe this was their epinion : their pre-
Judice was aimed apgainst the foreign slave-
trmde, the African slave-trade, sl their belief
was, thal cutting that off, Slawery swould die
ot of wiself, without any ac of abolition. 1
attempiod at one time W show, by the recorded
epinions of Mr. Madison, that the famous Ondi-
nance of 1787, 5o far as fv probibited Skavery
in the torritory norib-west of the Ohio, was
almed at the African slave-trade, and al. t.hnt
alone; the idea being, fheat lfm
the aren anto which slaves be lnrmd'uﬂd
from abroad, they would, te that extent, prevent
the importation of dlaves; awl that, when it was
altogether prevented, the eondition of Slavery
swecneled die oand of dtsalf ; but they were not Alo-
Tigiowiisds, far less within the meaning mml spirit
of the Abslitionists of the preseat day.”

Wetl, I nm willing to nocept this, ns it stands, [*
and Alr. Mason may certainly be considerad good
Bowthers naihovity. 1 will T!II'.*‘I-MD}.I o Investi-
gnre the depth and extent of the Antl-Slavery
sentiments of such mon as Franklin, who was the
father of an Abalithn society, and of Washing-
ton, who expressed bis desive “to see Blavery
abolished by Inw ;" [ am satisfied with Mr.
Mason's admission.

This, then, s what the fiherm intended to
effect, fo bring aboud o sfate of hings by which
Slavery awould die out of 4 What elsa do
we wantl “You mean, en,” 1 am asked, ' (o
adopt a policy which will work the peagefn] and

gradual extinetion of Slavery ' And I answer,
“Yes; for if we do not, we shall bave to submit
o o poliey which will work the gradual exting-
tion of liberty.” There ia the dilemma. Owr
answer s understood.  IT Washington, Madison
and J wera Abolitionizts, we are. Mr,
Mason says they wore not; well, then, we are
not, for our policy has been theirs, and teeirs
has become ours.  [Leud cheers.

Will this policy effect a solul of the cons
fliet ? It will ; beonuse it will barmonize our so-
cial anid political development with the tendenoy
of one wze, by neatrallzlng the olstacles that
stand iu ks way.

Bat I am told that these ohstacles refuse to ba
newtralizad,  They will resiat, Resist by what 7
By disselving the Union.  The dissolation of ihe
Upiom! This & re has so long haunted the
imaginalions of swperstitions people, that it is
timve, b last, o anatomize the bloodless body,

They threaten to dissolve the Union, Why 1
First, bocause we do not stop the agitation of the
SBlavery question. It i3 true, we do discnss every
social problem thal presents sel to our consid-
eration; we azitabe i, and we do nod mean to
stop.  And, therefore, slaveholders, vou will dis-
golve the Unlon? Do von think we shall maka
haste to stop the agitation—to muzzle sar months
anid our press—afier you have dissolved it Uni-
ted as we are with ynmalmnt, wi certalnly
are not devoid of fra sympathy ; buk lok
the acrimonious feeling arising from a divoree
embitior our relations, will not the ngitation,
which annoys yon now, he a hondred times more
dangeronus io you then 7 [Cheers, ]

Becond, You threaten to dissolve the Unien,
becanse wa do not show sufficient alacrity in the
catching of fogitive slaves, True, we are not
much inelined to perform for the slaveholder a
menial, dirty service, which ha would hardly
stoop to do for himself. [Enthusinsile cheering, |
And, therefore, you will dissolve the Union | Do
you nob see thik, while now, jindesd, & great many
slaves escape, the Norh would, afier o dissolu-
tion, scom to surrender a single onel  Wonld
uok what i3 now the Canada line be removed
right to the banks of the Ohio?

Thirdly. You thresten the dissolution of the
Union, because we do not mean to surrender the
torritories to slavery. True, we mean fo use
every constiintional means within owr reach to
save them for free labor,  And, therefore, vou
will dissolve the Union ! Do you think that, afier
o dissolation, we ghall courteously invito slavery
to make itsell comfortable on our naticnal do-
makn?  As things are now. ** champions of fres
labor," sueh as Douglas, may occasionally offer
}'nu a chance to acguire for slavery a Tarrlld:ar'r

“Ave times ps large a8 the State of New York,™
but will that be possible after the Union s dis-
solved T Mark well what position the North will
take if, by a revolationary met against our Na-
tional Government, von shonld attempb to cut
loose from (he Unlon, The tervitories ave the
property of the Union as such; those who, ina
revolutisnary way, desert the Union, give up
thair right to the property of the Union. That
yroperty, the territories, will remain where the

nion remains, amd the slave power would do
wall first to cosider ow mueh blond it can spare,
before it attempts (o strip the Union of & single
square foot of ground, |Tremendous cheers.]
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Thus, while, according to Judge Donglas, you

pow have a chance to acquing slave wrrihn‘:.' by
the operation of his * great principle,” that
chanee will be entirely gone as soon as by a se-
eeasion you give up the beast shadow of a right to
the properiy of the Union,

Lastly, you threaten to dissolve the Union, if
the North refuses to submit to the exclusive
eronomical policy of the planting interest. You
want to establish the eommerclal and Industeial
Iidependence of the Slaveholding States. For
years yoo have held Bouthern Gnnv-ult.iuru, amd

resolutions to that effect. Yoo resclved
not Lo prrehass any longer the products of Nor-
thern industrial labor, buot to build yoor own
factories; not to ca Ir on your exporting sl
Tmllmtﬂ!rﬂ. trade any lonrer by northorn ghips,
but Lo establish steamship lines amd commercial
connectivng of your own.  Well gnough, Why
disl yon not da it, after baving resolved 67 Was
it want of monev? Youn have an abandancs of
i, Was it want of determination? Yonr reso-
Iatiors displayed the fercest geal,  What was it,
then1 And, indeed, the failure iz magnitcently
complote.  Henator Mason's homespuan  eoat,
sewn with Yankee thresd and needle, adorned
with Yaukes buttons, hangs in the cliset, a lone
plar fo ealltary splemlor, [Loud luoghter.] AF
tor trying to establish a large shoe factory for
the South, you came after a whila to the irresis-
tible conclusion that yvou mnst wear Massacho-
petas shoes and boots or g barefooted.  And
even your Norfolk stesmships are nut launched
ok Fronn the drey docks of Bouthern imagination,
{Eﬂ-dglllﬂl'.] How i this® 1 will tell ¥ou. The
very same institetion for the protection aud per-
petnation of which Fﬁﬂ wank to establish your
commaorcinl and indusirial independence is in-
eompatible with eommercial and imlusirial labor
wiedl enter

For this there amng severs]l cxeellent rensons.
First, that class of your society which rules and
wanls to perpetnate ita rols, does not consist of
working men. The iospivation of regular acti-
vity is foreign to their minds, Living upon the
foread labor of others, they find their pride in
being gentbemen of leisure, But it requires
men of & superfor organization to make lelsare

raductive; men of the ordisary stamp, who

ave oo much leisare for doing something, will
in most casex do pothing.  But it requoives ne-
tive labor to make us understand and appreciale
Iabor; amd we must wwderstand and appreciate
laleor in order to be able to direct lbor,  Hence
the slavelolders cannot take the lead in such a
commercial and indestrial movement withont
changing the nature of their condition. Buat
you may obfject, that they can ab least enconrige
comtneraial industey, and leave the execution of
thelr plars and wishes to obhers.  lndeed! Buot
you must nod forged, that in modeen thiones the
mast active and enterprizing class of society, ns
gaain e iL bocomes taimerons, will inevitably be
eomé the rmling cliss. How can, Lhevefore, Lhe
slavehalders do as yon say, withiowt undermining
the famdation of their own ascondency? Bai
it s just that ascemdoncy by which ey mean
nob b0 weaken buat to fordify. Do oot bring
forward this eity of 8, Lonis as proof to the
eontrary,  Your commoervce and yoor fndusery
are indeed largely develnped, althoneh Missonri
is a Slave Blate, bul do you uot see that in the

same measure as they rise, the ascendency of the
B'Ilwa Powar disappenrs 1 [Bepeated cheering, ]
Thus this has bacome a free city on slave soil,
But this is not all. Not only are ihe slave.
holders, as a class, nuflt to direct the commereial
and industrial movement, but their svstem of
latu:nr Iz unft to earry it out. Commerce and
imdustry, inorder to beeome independent, veed
i lator, In the North every laborer
thinks, and i required to think. In the South
the laborer is forbidden Lo think, lest he think
oo munch, for thought engenders aspiratiops,
[Laughter and applause.] With us, progress
and enterprize derive their main sopporl, their
strongest lmpuolses, from the intelleciual devel-
opment of Gl mn‘lrng olasses, We do nob
dread the aspirations arising from it; it is the
somree of onr prosperity and, at the =ame time,
of our safety, Our laboring man most be a fres
man, i ovder to be whst he onght to bo—an in-
telligent laborer.  Therofore we educate him for
fibersy by our system of poblic Instruction. In
the South, the intelleotual developmeot of the
Iabwxring elasses, necessary for intelligent babor,
would create aspirations dangerons to your do-
mestic institutions.  Your lnboring man must be
a brate in order (o remain what you want him
w be—a slave. Therefore you withhold feom
him all means of intellectual develepmeet.
Among our farma and workshops there stands ax
institution from which ewr system of labor de
rives its inspirations; that i our sehool-hense,
where our free laborers are educated.  On vout
plantation fields there standa another nstiiution
from which your s¥stem of labor derives iks in
gpirations; and that is yows school-honse, where
vour shaves are flogeed, Awd you speak of e
tablishing the commercial and jndusteind inde-
pendence of the Slaveholding Btates! Do yon
oot z¢a, that in order to do this, you must adapé
your system of labor to thet purpose, by mnking

‘the laborer inielligent, respectable, and at the

same time aspiviog 1 But iF by making the la-
horer intelligent, respectablo and aspiving, yoo
attenpl to force Industrial enterpriss, in a larga
mensure, upaon the Slave Blates, do you nol sea
that your system of slave labor muost yield? To
foster eommerce and industry in the Slave Btates
for the purpese of protecting Elavery—would
it not be like letting the sun-light into o room
which yon want to keepdark 7 Hence the Blave
Biates can wover become commercially and in-
dustrially indepesdeont as long as they remain
Blave Biates, They will nlways be obliged to
by from cilers, apd others will do Ueeir carey-
ing trade. At present they do thelr business
with friends, who are united to them by bonda
of Union.  They speak of dissolving that Union;
then, as mow, they will be oblized Lo trovsact
the same business with ns, their nearest neigh-
bors, for it they conld do otherwise they would
have done so long sge, Waould 1hey prefer by the
dissolution of the Usion to make enemies of
those on whom they will always be commercially
anil industrially dependent ?

Thus, you see, would the disselotion of the
Onisn in all points of dispole defeat the ve
object for which the Sonth might feel inelined to
attempt it It would effoet just the contary of
wint 1t was fntended fior; and indeed, if there la
o party that can logieally and eonsistently advo-
cate the dissoluticn of the Union, it is the party
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of extreme Abolitionists who desire to extinguish
Blavery and to punish the Bouth by a sudden
aml violent erisis. But 18 to the slave siates, as
longz as they have sense enoingh io understand
their interests, and to appreciate their situation,
they may thank thele good fortune, if they are
Bl to stay in the Union with confederates
who are, indeed, not willing to sacrifice their
own principles and iotoresta (o Blavery, bui by
the radinting inflwence of their own growth amd
energy will at least, draw the Bouthern Stabes,
also, npon the rond of progressive developmeant,

But we are told that the people of the Slave
Btates ave a warlike race, and that they will gain,
by force, what we are unwilling peaceably to

War! What & charm there is in that
word for a people of colonels and geoerals!
Well, sinee thet old German monk invented that
insignificant black powder which blew the strong-
holds of fendalism into the air, war falls more nod
more nder the head of mathematical sciences,
I Quixote, who, ondonbtedly, wonld have
been a hero in the seventh contury, would cer-
tainly beo the most esregious fool in the wine.
teenth, T have nothing to say abont the bravery
of the Bouthern people, for auzht I care they
may be braver than they pretend to be; but I
invite them candidly to open thelr eyes, lke
sensible men,

T will not compare the resources of the South,
inmen and mosey, tothose of the Nocth, although
statistical staloments would demonstrate the over-
whelming superiority of the lntter. We can afford
to e liberal, and for arpument sake, admit that
the Bouth will equal the North in numbers ; and
if they insist upon it, excel us in martial spirit.
But It requires very lictle kpowledge of military
innttors to anderstand thet, aside from numbers,
equipment, conrage, and dizeipline, the strength
of an army consists in its ability to contentrute
its forces, at all times, wpon the decislve point.
Providence is on the side of the big hottalions,
saidl Napoleon. That means not that victory
will always be with the most numerous army,
Lt with that which is always able to appear in
strength where the decisive blow is to be strack,

An army that is always scattered over a large
surface is, properly speaking, no army at all,
Even by a much less numerous, but concentrated
enamy, it will be beaten in detail, division afier
divizion ; it is defeated before having lost & man.
This is plain.

The Bouth thinks of going te war for the bene-
fit and protecilon of Slavery. But Slavery Is not
merely an abstract prineipla; Blavery consisis
materially in the imdividnal slaves—in so and so
many millions of human chattels scattered over
so and s many thousands of square miles.  In
order to protect Blavery, it is essential that the
slaveholdera be protected in the possession of
their slaves,

I sny, therefore, thot Blavery cannot ba pro-
teoted In gemeral, withoot being protected in
detail, Bul bow oan you profect §b in detail T
By gusrding fifteen hundred miles of northern
frontler, and two thomsand miles of seoonst
agninst an enemy who is porfectly free in his
movements, and aided by an extensive rafirond
gystem always able to concentrate lis forces
wherever he pleases T It is dwpossible; the
dullest umderstanding sees it. [t may be sxid
that it will mot be neoessary ; i , for the

Fres Btates it would not; they may, in order to
ooneentrate their forces, expose their territory ;
for the damuges doue by an invasion is ens
repaired, The retreating invoder esnmot carry
the libertiss of the invaded country awa
with him. [Cheers.] Not so with Slavery.
northern Awnti-Elavery army, or even & small
flylng oorpe fnvaiding s Slaveholding  Btate

would perbaps not systenationlly lberate tha
Blaves, but at all events it wonld erly BAUILLL=
dor moch time and health in e the rune-

way. The probability, therefors, is that wherever
a Norihern army & the Sluves disnppear,
and Slavery with them—at least  for the tima
being, Invade s Fres State and the restoration of
liberty, after the sttack is repalsed, requires only
the pregemea of freemen, Bud the restoeation of
Blavery will require oaplial; that ital come
alated princlpally in the SBloves; the Sloves have
run away, and with them the capital neceseary
for the restoration of 3]“’1!{3.

The Slave States, therelfore, cannotl expose
their territory without leaving un ted the
institation for the protection of which the war
wag undertaken, ey have to cover thousands
and thonsands of vulneralde points, for every
plantation is an open wound, every negro calin
a gore.  Hvery border or senboard Slave State
will nesd her own soldiers and more too, for
her own protection ; snd where will be the
material for the concentruted srmy ! Bonttared
over thonsands of miles without the possibility
of concentration,

Besides, the Blave States harbor o dangerons
enamy within thelr ewn boundaiies, and that s
Slavery itself. Imagine thoy are at war with an
Antl-Blavery people, whom they have exaspe-
rited by their own hestility, What will be the
effget upon the slaves ! The guestion iz nob
whether the North will instigate a slave rebellion,
for I suppose thoy will pot; the question s,
whether they can prevent it and I think they
capniet,  Bub the mere antlcipation of & negro
insurrection (aml the heated imagination of the
slaveholder will discover symptoms of a rebel-
lious spirit in every trifle) will paralvee the whale
#Honth, Do you rememier the efect of Johin
Brown's attempt ! The severest blow he struck
at the Blave Power was not that he disturked o
town and killed several citizens, but that he
revealed the weakness of the whole Bonth, Let
Governor Wise, of Virginia, carry out his threat-
ened invasion of the Free SBtates, nob with 23,
bt with 2200 followers st his heela—what will
bo the result Ag loog as they bebave them-
salves we shall let them alene; but as somi ne
they create any distorbasce they will be put into
the seatios-house; and the next day wo shall
rend in the newspapers of some Northern city,
among e reports of the police eonrt; Henry A,
Wise and others, for disordocly condnet, fined 256
[lnughter and applause]; or, it he has made an
ablempl on any man's lite, or agalnst our institn-
tions, he will mest cortainly find a Northern jury
prond encngh to acgoit him on the ground of
inenrrigible mental derengement.  [Contioned
tanghter and applause.] Our pictorial printe
will have material for earricatures for two isaes,
and a barst of langhier will ring to the skies
from Maing to Californin,  And there is the end
of It. Bt behold Tokn Brown with 28 men ralsing
o row ab Harper's Ferry ; the whole S8euth frautie
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with terror; the whole State of Virginia in arms;
troops marching and countermarching as if the
battle of Austerlitz was to be fonght over again;
inmocent cows shot st as bloodihirsty invaders,
and even the evening song of the I whip=
wills mistaken for the battle-cry of rebellion
incessant Innghier]; and those are the men wha
will expose themsaslves to the chancss of a war
with an Anti-Blavery people! Will they not
leok upen every captain as & John Brown, and
every sergennt and private as a Coppic or Bto-
veus 1 They will not have men enough to guiet
their fears at home; what will they have to
oppose o U enemy ¥ Bvery township will want
its home regiment, every plantation it garrison;
and what will be left for the feld army? No
sooper will a movement of concentration be at-
tompted than the merest panie will undo and
frusteate it forever. Themistocles might sny
that Greece was on his ships; a French general
might say that the Republic was in his camp;
bt Blavery will be neither on the ships nor in
the camp; It will be spread defenseless over
thousands of square miles. This will be thefr
siteation ; either they concentrate their forees,
and Blavary will ba exposed everywhers ; or they
do not concentrate them, and their strangth will
e nowhere, They want war T Lot them try i1
They will iry it butcoee.  And thuos it turns ont,
that the very same thing that would be the cause
of the war, would at the snme time disable them
to carry oo the war. The same institution that
wants protection, will at the same Ume disarm
ita protactors. r'!'au, Blavery which can no lon-
ger be defended with arguments, can no longer
be defended with arms.

There is your dissslution of the Union, The
Boathern States cannot desive it, for & wonld
defeat the very oljects for which it might be
andertaken ; they caonot attempt it, for Slavery
would lay them helpless at the feet of the North,
Blavery, which makes it uncomfortable to stay
in the Union, makes [t impossible for them to go
out of [ What, then, will the Bouth do in ease
of & Republican victory 1 1 answer that question
with ansther one: what ean the Sonth do in
case of a Republican victory T Will there be &
disturbanee 1 The people of the Houth them-
gelves will have to pat i down, Wil they sub-
mit 1 Nt to Northero dietation, but to their
own good sense,  They have consideved us their
enemies as long as they ruled us; they will find
ont that we are thoir friends as soon a8 wo ceaza
to be their subjects. They have dreamed solong
of the blessings of Blavery ; they will open their
eyes agnin to the blessings of Liberty. They
will diseover that they are not eongoered, but
liberated, Will Blavery die out 1 As surely as
Freedom will not die cuk.

Blaveholders of America, I appeal toyom.  Are
you really In earnest when you speak of perpelu-
ating Blovery T Bball it oever cease? Never T
Blop and consider where you ave, and in what
days you live,

is iz the nineteenth centary., Never, since
mankind has & regolbection of times gone by, has
the hnman mind diselosed such wonderful pow-
ers, The hidden forces of nature we have torn
from their mysterions concealment and yoked
them into the harness of usefulness; they carry
our thonghis over slender wires to distant na-
tions ; they draw our wagons over the highways

of trade; they pull the gigantic cars of our
ships ; they set in motion the iron fingers of
our machivery; they will soon plow our flelds
and gather our crops, The labor of the brain
ha= exalted to a mere bridiing and controlling of
natural forces the labor of the hand—and you
think yon can perpetuste & system which redo-
ces man, however degraded, yet capable of
development, to the level of o sonlless maching T

This is the world of the nineteenth century.
The lnst remnants of fendallsm in the old world
are fast disappenring. The Czar of Russia, in
the fillness of his imperial power, is foreed Lo
yield to the irresistible mark of human progress,
neul abolishes serfdom.  Even the S8ultan of Tor-
kev can no longar maintain the barbaross ons-
toms of the Moslem agalnst the pressure of the
century, and slavery disappears.  And you, citi-
zens of a republic; you think you can arrest the
wheels of progress with your Dred Scott deci-
sions apd Democratic platforms | [Enthusiastic
cheers, |

Look around you and see how lenesoma yon
are in this wide world of ours,  As far as modern
civilization throws its rays, what people, whas
clags of soclety, i thero like };{m 1 ©ry ontinto
the world your wild amd guilty fantasy of pro-
perty in man, and every echoe responds with o cry
of horror or contempt ; every breeze, from what-
over point of the compass it may come, brings
yon 4 verdict of condemnation, Thero is no hu-
maz heart that sympathizes with your canse, un-
less it sympathizes with the canse of despotism
in every form. There is no human voice tocheer
you on in vour strgggle; there 18 no human eye
that has a tear for your reverses; no link of sym=
pathy between the common canse of the great
human brotherhood and you.  You hear of eman-
cipation in Russia, and wish it should fail. You
hear of Italy rising, and fear the apirit of liberty
shonld become eontagious. Where all mankind
rejoices, you tremble, Where all mankind love,
von hate.  Where all mankind enrses, you sym-
pathize.

And in this appalling solitude yon stand alone
noainst a powerful world, alooe against a great
century, fighting, hopeless as the struggle of the
Indiana against the onward march of civilization.
Use all the deviees which the inventive genins of
despotism may suggest, and yob how can yon re-
gist?  In every little village shool house, the lit-
the ehildren whe learn to read and write are plot-
ting against you; in every laboratory of science,
in every machine shop, the human mind is work-
ing the destruction of your jdol, You eannot
make an attempt to keep pace with the general
progress of mankind withont ng ngalnsg
yourselves, Every steam whistle, every puffing
locomotive, is sounding the shriek of liberty into
your ears, From the noblest Instincts of oor
hearts down to sordid greediness of gain, every
impulse of human natore i=s engaged in thiz uni-
versal consplracy. How can you resist T Where
are your friends in the North?  Your ever ready
supporters are scatlered to the winds, as by en-
chantment, never to unite again,  Hear them, try-
ing to save their own fortunes, swear with treneh-
erons eagerness thai they have noihing in com-
mon with you, Aml your opponents Yoor
bonsts have lost thelr charm, vour throsts have
loat thelr terrors upon them.  The attempt is idla
to cloak the sores of Lazarus with the lion skin
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of Heroules, We knowyon,  Every oneof your
boasts is understood ss o disouised moan of
weakness—every shout of definnce aa a disgoised
ery for merey,  That game s played ou. Do
not deceive yonrselves.  This means not only the
destrootion of a pariy—this menna the defeat of
moeknse,  Be shrewdar than the shrewdest, bravar
than the hravest—it ia all in vain; your canso is
doomed.

And in the face of all this vou insist upon

hngging, with dn ginbbormess, your futal
fnfatuation T Why not, with mnll-h bobdness,
swing rowml fnte the m-l.n& mareh if prognresive
bumanity ¥ Yon sy it cannot be done Lo-day.
Can it b done to-morrow T Wil i be easier
twonty, fifty vears benee, when the fearful in-
erense of (he negro pqqmlal,lmi will bave ngzra-
vated the evils of Slavery a husdred-fold, and
with it the dificolites of jts extinetion? Drid
you ever think of (his? The fnal erisis will
come, with the inexoreble certainiy of fate,
the more tereible the longer it is delayed.
Will von eontest yourselves with the eriminal
words, * After me, the deluge1™ Is that the
inheritance  you mean to leave to  coming
penerations T an inheritance of disgrace, crime,
Blood, destrostion? Hear me, slaveholders of
Awmeriea! I7 you have no senze of right, oo
apprecintion of your own 11:mmu, I entreat, I
hnplnm you, have at least pity for yoar chil-
dren !

1 hear the eilly ohjection, that your sense of
honor forkids yon to desert your einse.  Berse
of honer | Imngine a fature séneraiion standl
arcand the tombstone of the bravest of you, an
reading the fuscription: ™ Here lles o gallant

L]

man, who Hved and died troe to the canse—
of liuman Blavery,” What will the verdict bel
Hig very progeny will disown bim, snd exclain,
“He must have been either & knave or a foal |7
There & not one of you who, if he could rise
from the dead a century hﬂnm_. would not glodly
exchange his epitaph for that of the meanest of
those who wore hung at Clatlestown.

Bense of beoor!  Bince when has §t becoms
dizhonorabls to give up e errors of yestorday
for the truths of to-day ! 1o prevent future dis-
asters by timely reforms? Bioce when has it
ceised to be Lhe highest glut‘]r o sacrifice one’s

fees and momentary ndvaninges apon the
ahar of the cormmon weil T But those w{]m seek
their glory in stubbormly resisting what is glork=
ons. must find their end in inglorivos misery.

I turn to you, Republicans of Missouri: Your
conntrymen owe you a debt of admiration and
gratitnde to which my poor voloe can give bal &
feeble expression, You have undertaken the
noble task of showing (he poople of the North
that the slaveholding Btates themselves coutnin
the elements of régeneration ; and of demonstra-
ting to the Beuth how that regeneration can bo
effected.  Yon have inspired the wavering mazses
with confidence o the practlebilitay of o ides,
To the North vou have given encouragement ; to
the Bonth you bave sed an example. Lot e e
treat yoa nob to nisderrate your coble vocation,
EI‘.ﬂ; le on, brave men! The snxious wishea

millics are bovering aronnd you,  Birongale
u‘mr nnll] the banner of emancipelion is pinnted
upon the Capltel of your state, and one of the
proudest chaplers: of our hstory will remd:
Mizsonri lad the van, and the nation followed |



