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FACTS FOR THE IMMIGRANT

CONOERNING

Barron County, Wis.

R T —— )

 Barren Couaty—so named in honor of H. 1. Barron, s dis-
tingnished citizen of {ho northwest—is situated in the western portion
of the State of Wisconsin, It is in the form of & equare, Tts north-
orn bouedary i4 sbout seventy-five miles eputh of Lake Smperior; it
wostern is twenty-four miiles cast of the Bt Croix niver § s soathern
ig fifty miles vorth of Lake Pepin, on the Mississippi, 1t has an aven
of mine hundred eygnare miles—Uleing nesdy {hree-fourths aa large as
tho State of Rhode Island.

Tts numerous streams sppear on the wap 1ike » vast net-worlk, in-
terseoting it throughout.  Those, unitedly with thousands of smaller
brooks and rivulais flow in & general southerly divection ¢ afflnents of
the Menomonie, jte principal river, to be discharged through the prai-
‘vies of Dunp, and the Vallcy of the Chippews into tha I&ﬁsaissippi,
sixty miles below 5t, Faul. Fed mainly by springs, with which ihe
¢ouniy abonndg, and flowing in chepnele of send, grevel and stove,



2 TAFKES AND ATREAMA

with rapid or gentle currents according to the alternationz of upland
t0d meadow, timber and openinga throngh whick they pass, these wa-
lers are remarkably cold, clear and pura, Tta lakes and ponds are sles
very numeerong 2nd bosutiful. They are soattered afike throngh the
uplands and lowlands. Here, they are found separately reposing in the
Leart of proat forests, eoldly isolated from all cither watera; thero, ag
on the Menomerie, sevsral are eonnected in elose sucoession by & river,
like the beads of a rosary. Their endless warieties of form-—some
exttibiting in their shores the artist’s  line of beauty ;" olbers so reg-
tlacly bant 1o 5 cirels as to sugzest having been atrock by the swesp
of B compass; othera etill, anpulae and broken, indented with many
stall haif-hidden bays, wod thrusting oub long narrow points, that al-
amost diszevor the main waters—these are femiuren that sannot easily
e deseribed, And when viewed, espesially a3 they appear in mid-
snmmer—sarroonded by wooded promontories and gentle glopes;
sandy beaches coversd with deer {racks, apaics, porphyry snd carnel-
iang ; dotted with greon Islands, fringed with rice-beds, perfumed by
1ilier ; loons gliding over thelir stfll surface with wild motea, and, at
night, porshanss o dusky native speaving pickerel or hunting deer by

by torehlight in his birch cance—it may be clamed withoul reservation
that these lakes cannot be enrpasscd in romantio interest and natoral
bescty,

This wonder{ol water systeme of Barron Counly ie obvieusly of
the grestest aocount in forming an estimate of its agricultursl advan-

tagea. It is eingmlar how the grest 1ide of itinigration hos for years
. been flowing past this fuvored epot into some regions slmost as arid 8
the Great Tresert. Mooy of the most agmiflcent prairies of Kansas,
Hebraskn, Minnesola and Dakota, are comparatively valueless for want
“of water. It is foond necessary to bnild large cisterns, and dig wells
of pmazing depth, and transport water long distauces in barrels for
#upplying the most ordinary domestic demands; whila in seasomns of
nnusasl drought, these cxpadients often prove fearfully insnffieient.
Of couree, nuder euch oonditions, the stock and dsiry business is im-
practicable. Baut, in marked contrast to all this, are the transparent
lakes, sparkling ponds, gorgling brooke and living springs of Barron
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County. Here scarcely a farm of 180 scres oan be seleeted, that has
not, within iis limits, an shandent supply of pure water.

The rurface of thia region is generally mndulating; so much so
it some placed as to be deseribed a8 hilly, whils in others, there are
broad tracts of comparatively level land. In these irregularities, how-
aver, tha declivities are nsnally so gentle, and the eliitndes so low, A3
mersly 1o produce that variety and proportion of highland and meadow
neocasary for genersl agricultoral purposes, ard may be cullivated
with ordinary facility throoghout. ‘The landa of mere level sarfacc
aro denominated opanings and prairiea, and ove sitnated in small velleys
or in merrow bolts along the dourse of the lavper steesms. Of the
letter thove sre abonot 32,000 acres; of the former perhaps 64,000,
They have tho same sseential characteristics—are alluvial formatlons,
with sut-cropping gravel, pebblos snd small borldara of granite hera
snd there—hints of the deift period it way be—yet maoinly coverad
with & tich vegetabla mold, mized in aome places with zand, and in
othors with elay.  To tha eye, the ono ere small sunoy epels, swmooth
and olear, wilkount tree or shrub; the other bave & less even surface, a
atiffer soil, heushy thickets, straggling oake and clumpe of pine—a
sort of middle term between the prairie snd the timber, embramng
somewhat of ench,

Nearly all the exporimaents in farming that have been made thue
far, have been on lande of this character; and in overy instance where
they were sonducted with ¢rdinary intellizence and industry they have
been follewed with the moet gratifying resnlts. Even those fow lo-
oalilies that exhibit o growth of black pine, elsewhers so oommonly
assooiated with barrenness of soil, are here found to be endowed with
eriraordinacy fertility. Indeed, for many agricolturel puorposcs thees
prairies snd openings ave considersd the best lande in the Connty,
Grass may oot succesd o well 3 bat all other crops that can be pro-
dAuced in the clearings of timbered land, will flovrish i these; while

oorn, hops, kuckwheat, tobacco and meh tender fraits and vepetsbles
a8 frapes, melons and tomatoes, requiring for their growth and maturi-
4y o light, dry, warm soil, will sncceed muchk better here than in those
lands where clay predeminates.



4 TTWRER AND SLGAR-RUSTIES.

Buot the far greater portion of Barren Connty 8 covercd with
more or fess denase foresta.  The principal vavieties of timber adapted
10 the former’s use are sngar maple, white and red oak, white ash, pine,
linden and &lm. (Hd Indian sugar-bushes areé nomerous on sonoy
glopes and lake shores.  They yielded the Chippews ona of his chisf
means of sabsistence. Mis bark wtensils are still thero. Hrealed and
Liidden, the trees contain mavks of the hatchet fifty years old. They
are healthy now, What invaluable sugar woerks might not the white
man open beres  Everywhere threegh the woods sre sesttered thoifly
taaple trees and proves, ot one whit inferior to those e famons on
the bills and mountaing of Vermont. With s litt!e preparalion at fivst
—digging trooghs, whitting spiles, construeting veservoita, arehes
and pang, all of which need noy involye & cesh expenditure of five dol-
lare—Lis laboratory for evaporating, eryetalizing and refining is Buill;
und ha i3 henceforth enalled, by o fow days labor every spring, i
marmfactare sugar aufficieat not only for his own eopsumption, but alzo
o produce o considerable sash revenue for genersl domestio nze,  And
#fl 1his at a time when no other work can be advantagecusly done; =
transition time, when it ie o¢ithor winter nor epring—when the snowe
are poing, aod the roads bresking up, and tko frost lingers i
eround 3 when, in short, 1f ho wera in tho midzt of a great praivie he
wonld bo a vietim of compuleory idleness almost a3 completely as il
Loond with & chain,

To the pionecr of a new country, who wenerally goes forth with
lut limited means, 1he importanee and worth of these vast wooded
wreas cannot be overstated, It wonld be a grigvans burden for him 10
e abliged 1o parchsse lomber forr 4 liouse, and barn, sud fencing for a
quarter eection ab $20 per thousand, Lesides paying fBrom §8 to $10 pey
eord for every etick of fuel consumeadd.  Temight Gl him with absolnic
melancholy, if, upon reaching hie destinstion iu the Wast, he were 1o
find hunself in the midst of an immense expanse, where only one oli-
tary clomp of irees i visible, like an igland far off in the dislanee, and
learn that oven thie ie corefully divided inlo square acres, and sold a2t
ibe figures of village lote.  Buch an experience, which is by no mesns
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uncommon, wiutd help one 1o 8 juat approciation of the magtificent
forcats of Barron County; and to refolee to make his home where the
¢lin, the nale, snd the maple mterloek their brenches over his head,
Wood and water——Lwin essentials of all haallhy agricoltural entorprize
—are Lere found without money and withont price.

*  Large poriions of these forasts are comparatively fiee from under-
Lrastr; and theie sarface, thronghout all acasons, in winter aa well as
in snmimer, is clothed with the verdure of an abundant growth of
erasg.  This natoral pastornge possesses nutritions qualities of thw
highogt order,  Sheap, horsea and cattle will soon fatten npen b, aml
Leep in excellent eondition at &ll seasons except when the deep winter
snpws epyor the pronnd. And doving even this pericd it aecems 1o he
renewed rather than destroyed s for a3 goon a3 the snowa ave gono it
reappears fresh suid green, and becomes zuccalent and superb grazin:s
after a few of the firet worm dayz of ewly spring.  Thaos, the sbuu-
dant growth of “bofiale prase™ rondera the whole range of forest
vxeeedingty valaable for paturace, and forever obviatos the necassity
of any epesial cultivation for this parpose. ] :

Tha natnral meadows ¢onsiitnte a very atteastive featore of this
rezion,  Some are quite extenaive, bat they generally range (rom five
10 tem novea, and oo seattered along mver bottoms and eresks throngzh-
aut the entire Coanty. Their present available area can be doubled by
& lixtte Iabor in clearing the marging af brish and bovning the ground,
The prineipal varleties of grase are the flat-leaved, red-top and blue.
jeint.  All are of good quality and luxwriant growth, partienlarly the
hluc-joint, which often sttains tho height of foov o Ave feet, produc-
ing & marvelous yickd of ooarse but very sweel mnd exectlent hny.
Being indigenous, they exhibit but little lendency to run ont.  Satas
of these meadows have been mowed by lumbennen for iwenty years
without any pareeptible diminuicn of the erop.

Althoupl the Improvements are 4z yet confined mainly Lo thae
openinge 2nd praivies, it is sckrnowledped on all hands, that when
cleared, the timber lands are much mmore valuable for general farming
porposes,  The hille and ridgea have = aoil of dark, mellow, clay loam ;
the valleya a soil of sandier loat and deeper vegetable mold, with a
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wch-soil of frisble olay. Tame gresese of every Eind flourish and
atlain perfection. DBlue-grass, bhungariansprazs, and white aod red
clover yield enormoue erops ; while timothy, with no care or cultiva-
tion except {o row the eced afler the ground has been simply olemred
aud burnt over, bas been known to produce two and a half tons per
acre.  Talron 29 a whole these lands jJre especially adspted to stock-
ruising and dairy purpoees; yot experience has conclosively demonstya-
tod, that for all the leading reot and cereal erope, they ere eqnal in
productivoness to those of apy country. To the growth and metarity
of wheat, oalz 3nd potatoes, botk soil snd climate have a peeuliar
adaptation.  Awn average yicld of oats is fifty bushels per acre, reach.
iog & maximum in some locolities of soveocy-five. Potatoes average
three hundred boshels, sed barley ranges frow thirly to sixty,  Bpring
wheat will average twenty-five boshels, Winter wheat §2 & very sue-
cessful erop ; the size of tho kernel Is puperlor; it attaing mors than
the ordinary weizht per bushel; it makes the finest quality of Aomr;
and iz frec thos far from ooy lishility of failore whether from winter-
killing, the ravages of inseels, rest or blight. Althoegh farming here
ig still in ita infenoy, ell the prodocte of the field and garden, common
cvan 1o the more southerly lotitndee of 1hia State have been cultival-
cd with bountiful returns. Even ocorn i o resscnably sure crop.
Untimely frosts appesr 0 be less common than in the open counties
ta the south, However we may account for it—whether the forest
growth retaine the warm atmosphere of day for difusion at night, or
whether by some subtle chemistry it elsborates humidity from the &ir
which is breathed as a prodecting vapor over the fislda hefore the frost-
king goes forth—it i3 eertain that sorn ripens bere, while smitlez in
open regions elscwhero,

A larps variety of the small froite, a8 strawberries, raspherries,
Elackberries, gooscberrice, huckleberries, aranberries, prapes snd pluma,
are native to the soil, Of the larger froits, peaches and pears may
not mature; but that thin region is well adapted to apples there can
be no reasonshla doabt. It hae become a well known fact, thai hy
starting orchards from native stocks, frait-growing oan b suocesfully
sccomplished nlmost snvwhere in the Northwest. By due regard to
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1bg adaptsbilities of thia pecnliar climate, thousands of bushels have
eome to be raised in Wisconsin, every year. Tt is believed that in
Barron County the conditions favorable to this intercel are completely
met. The influencs of ite wil@erness of Jakes and foresta on the
atmosphere, by promoting and equaliting ita humidity, softening the
asperitics of ita temperature, checking the force of wintar blasts, and
cnaering a mantle of desp smow for the pretection of the deliests
surubs apd roote against the effectn of severe frosts, Las already
attracied the sttemtion of pomologists, and lad to the opening of
nursecies, snd transplanting of trees in localities where eetllemamtis
have soarcely commeneed.

Ag might be inferred from the foregoing, the climate of this
reaion is not exactly the seme that it Is in gogarel threughont the State.
Sueh is the feot. Wafini here the elmate for which Minneaota and
Wisconsin are so justly famons everywhore, with thia difference—
moister pummerd and milder winlere. T2 extremes ol temperaiure
aro less remarkable,  The rain sed snow fall ia grestor, producing a
mere lnxuriant vegetation in the warm weather, sud bellor slelghing
aud milder days in the cold. To the loboring maw, cven in the mest
vigorons weather, the calm of the wosdy, is like {he comfort of the
fireside. He works with lis eout oft—titerally fulfiflingy the mandate
“in the sweat of thy brow,” though the frest bas tarned ali thiogs 1oto
eryetal,  Nor are the wintere lengthened becanse of the nrore abond-
oot Enow, Bpritg opene ad eacly a4 in the praivie country to the sonth,
and cottle aay be turned cai for independent subsistence before any
greon vegetation elaewhera appesrs.  'With these favorable modifica.
tieng, due 1o local caoses, the climate is the esme 8 in the Northwest
generally—dry, pure, eguable, elechio aud jovigorating, Afalarioua
diseases gre impossible; epidemics sre onknownj and the glorioms
Tndisn tummer through which autumn glides inta winter, and which in
Ecme sort rosppesis when winter melis into epring—ihe abaence at all
reaegne of moist chillizg winds and sudden atmoapheric changes, mest
always insore to those who ahall people this region unusnal immuonity
from yheomaliam, bronehitis and palmonsry complainte,
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The farilities which here exivt for water-power, as might be in-
ferred from views of (1 topograpby already given, are praotically in-
cxhanstible. Taking 10to acoount only suclh as can becheaply vtilized,
thoy are more than snfiicient to toro the wheels of all the marmiactur-
ing establishtnents in Massschuselts. And eensiderad in sonnostion
with the fertflity of the soil, the great quantity of timber adapted to
meghanien] purposes, and sertain sther eonditions, real and pessihie,
that render this region favoralle for the dAevelopment of large manu-
fhetoring interests, thiz vast water-power assomcs & peeullsr impor-
tance. With the rich iron mioes of Saperier lying in closo neighbor-
hood on the north, snd the praivies and bettore lands of the Missis-
sippi valley bordering on (he konth, obly & few miles of railoed are
necessary for the profitable employment of iabor and eapital in foand-
rios, woolen-mille, wagon-factorics, and all the wood and jroo-working
shops for the manufasture of farming Implements amd domestic formi-
fure, demanded by the greatest agricultoral region in the world.  As
yet butlitite bas been dome for the Improvement of these extraordinary
advantages. Infloenced bowever by their altragtions, and believing in
the promising fatnre of Barron County, o few onterpriving capitalists
and husiness men, bove crecied geveral fine mills for providing the
settlors wilth lamber for buitding purposes, and eonverting their grain
inte flovr and fzed. At Rice Lake, nearly in thecentre of the Couniy,
i sawW, phingle, lath, planing, and grist mill, sl eeeupying the same
site, have receatly been completed,  The building contsing a rotary
saw having a capacity of 15,000 feet in twelve hoovs ; the abingle mill
will eat from 16 1o 20 M, =nd the lath about 16 M, in the ean time,
‘The planing snd grist mills sre of the ordinary capacity znd Liad,
At Prairie Faom on Hay River in the southern portion of the Clounty,
an establischment sontaining mills of sohétantially the seme chovacter
throughont, is alse nearly construeted. - Besides these there are saver-
al smaller mills, mtﬁsﬂj’ for the mannfactare of lomber to supply the
Thome demand, in protess of conatroetion in varions eligible localitica.
These and gther improvemenis that might be mentioned, as large ho-

« tels and sioves, are monifestly somewhat in advance of tha present
immigration ; but they are made In the faith that the thrift and enter
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prise of the pioneers now here, ave but o kint and promise of that
which i to come, snd which will at no disant day not enly change
the foreets into firuidfol flelds, bot willi wvex the streoms with
coumtless waler-wheels, and £l) the eslitzdes with the clang of % wani-
feld bandicrafi in oak, bron, and steel.

Anather great materisl interest more pesnliar to tkis region than
sy other, consista in extensive beds of Catlinite, or Indian pipe stoue
—a sort of ved clay lormation, tonnd in sieaiified deposits of various
thicktesses convonlent for quarrying, in the gastern portion of the
County.  Acenrding Lo the analvais of D Jackson, of Bostan, as re-
ported in Silliman’s Jeornol it 1s eompesed of, in 100 orains

Wuler, 8.4 graits, Porox, Trom, 5.0 grains.
Silicta, 482 do Ox. Mangaoese, 0.5 do
Alumna, 8.2 da Carb. Lime, 26 ilo
Magnceia, 4.0 do Losn, 1.9 do

The practical imporlance of this singular compound eannot casilv
e overrated. Itis of & hrownish erimson or maherany color, excead
inply fine grained, eusceptible of a Ligh polish, and wihen first 1aken
firoun the quarry is g0 chalky aud soft ne o be vasily ent with 2 knila
or dressed with a plane, yob after a fow daye exposure to the air and
licht azsumes a flint-like tenacity and hardness which resiats tbe action
ot moistara, hgat and ecld. For eenire-talles, gonnters, chimncy-
picees, tessellated pavemoents, facings of buildings, columns, moon.
ments god bosts—For eveyytking in which it is necessiary to onita tho
Ieawly of marble with the streneth of granite, it poasesses.an adaptu-
tion of qualities which need orly to be known 1o create a demaml
that evon the exhanstion of 1lesa bods may not aupply. Ttz exquisite
riclineza and benoty, the great sase with which it can Do wronght,
together with the fact of its searcity—geclogists baving Teported U
exislance at but one other point on the whele eentinent—will render
it & sourca of wealth to thiz Conoty ¢ generations to core, which
might ust be enrpassed by mines of silver zod gold.  Only sbous
thirty miles of 8 long contemplated railway need be construsted for
the ghipment of this matemel; snd whewevor thiz is accomplished,
there guarrics will afford profitabls employment for handrads of men.



10 ENPLOYHENT AND WAGES,

But the most vilal and immediate inlerest to be considered by
the fmmigraut, in connection with Barren Coonty remaios to be set
forth. It has heen stated that thia region js chiefly covered with
tinther, Perhaps one-third, making s rongh estimate, iz entered for
the pine. Fortenately, very large porlicns of (bose lands sre owned
not by foreign epeculators, in whose hande they are of no advaniage
1o the settler olhor thaw {he were tax he in snthorized anoually to
impose, but by active and relisble lwmbermen, backed by large capital,
whose enterprise has established ao industry bere of the most extens-
ive and bepcficial cheragter. Cloe firm that hes boen operating bero
upwerde of thitty years, furniches conatant cmpleyment {o nearly
iwelve bnodred mmon; their foree slome in the woods for ihe laat
lopging senzou woa one thonzand ; and Lholr ireneactions, by affording
Frofitable laber, and puttieg in sirculation immenss meang, bave bogot-
ten manifold independent inierests aroond them, and slways been to
the more southerly settleinonta and communilies a founinin of pres-
perity end hie, Dargely interested in the agricultursl developement
of this County; having extevsive londe lot enle and great gqoaniilice
of produce to buy; they e not repeating what Jemborwen are so
compoily deing elsewhere—planderiny the forect of ite pine simpir
to enrich themaelves in foreigm places with the spoilation; but every
log ia manufaclured on fhe waters where it is cud, and the profita srg
roturned in & multitede of hotne improvemenis

Kow, to the robuet wan whe iz withoot woeh money end Is willing
to worls, the superior advantagea of a homestead in this Connty, where
remunerative employment awaits gnd iovites him at all seasona, sre
manifest, Especladly to the hardy Norskmen or German, whose old
bome hae porhaps afforded him but & bare and comfertleas eubsistence,
and whe baa been obliged to spend the savings of years of econamy
aud tofl in reaching thiz Western World, it rust be a welcome fortnne,
to find iu the very neighborhood whero Le locates and begios to build
s home, the privilege of working for fair wages st such intervale am
his needs in the outset may require. e wants fourteen dollara for
the entry of his homestead ; he wants Jood and elothing till he cam
clear land and raise the first erop; he wants farming implements,
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& team, & pig and a cow—in short, this is to him & period af wniversal
arid pupreme wand 7 bol it Isoot necessarily of long dovation here, where
his 1ehor is the peer of capital, and he ean hive for money, and be paid
on demsnd, Beattered all over the older setiled portions of the
country ere those who came in extremg destitotion & fow yoara
since, but whe now own fins honses, lavge farms, coslly merchandiee,
government Recnritiss and railway etock; and whe will bear eordial
witness that their frst step on the rond to0 snssess was token in the
empley of this cempany, whose uohblemished reputation is almost
coeval with the history of 1he Northwest. It i3 impossible to present
a echedule of wages suited to all times, but at the present {Cotober,
1871}, when money is high, and grain avd merchandise cheap, teametera,
choppers, sawyerd, farm bands and o2 wnskilled laborers, are paid from
$14 to 530 per manih. Skiiled labovers, as carpenters, blecksmithe,
ceopers, machivists, filers and bead sawyers, command from 41,50 io

£3.50 per day. BSetuers baving {eams, vxen or horses, can obtain
profiable wogea with 1liem durice the winter when there ia little or
no work to be dome om the farme. Beveral enterprising men who
devote themsalves c¢onsiderably to ke dmprovesment of lands and
growing of erops, slee enpage extepsively in lum'sering as jobbers,
receivine from $2.50 co 54 por Bl for logs Jolivared om the barka;
ond a8 Landled by them the {we inleresis are very successfully driven
abresat.

En determiniog where he wilt peitle, let the Smmwigraot give carefnl
attention to {heee faots. 1le should avsid, if possible the hazards of
o locstion where but one interest—one industry—cne enployinant—-
awaita bim. IFf he choose s prairie region, where the exelusive reliance
is upon farming—i, &. upen the wheat interast—let Lhim cooeider tha
delbts, the despondeney, the eufferings, which sre inevitable wheneyer
there 1g a fallure either in the erop, or io itamarket valng, The result,
in few words, ie—no money, no, wages, mo employnient; and it is
especially disastrous to Lke man whe finds himsalf among strangers,
and has nothing to depend upor but hiz havds.  In Barvon County,
the pineh of theso “ Weslern Hard Times,” will never be felt. If one
erap fail, it will be sopplemented with the suscess of twemty others;
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and even if &l fuil, and barn, gavner and cellar are found empty in
antamn, still, by renzon of the gizaniie Ionberng eolerprises whicl
rolhing ean interrnapt, the sedtler 1o master of volonble resoorcor and
¢ Landle a hundred expedicnna

Owing to the larme number of men aml leams amplayed Ty the
tumilserisge establichienes, sl the limited guantity of land wnder
cultivation, ao surplus of thon producis bas ever feund ita woy ouk of
the gunntey ; and when we copsider the immense territorica of pine
that erprerd out, wertward, northwerd eod caetword, inte resions
not adapled to amrieulbival pirposay, it iz ovidant that for generationa
to eome, lumers will here e a home market for all ikey can produce,
The distonee from the soudth line of the County to the nearest railroad
roiuts beiog ouly eizhteon and bweuty miles, iy woald oot be nomamally
expensive to macket & erop in thai dicegtinn ; bat since the loeal do-
mand necegsitates the mpartacion of enormong grantitles of sapplica
overy year, prices rale higher lieve than elsewhere, end in thie respect
renders vemoetengss from raileoads an pdvantags o the fermer pather
than o loss,

Tlie fusilitie= for popular education m thia County are worthy of
eongideration. The zchools ara under tha managoment of a Doard,
eonzisticg of the clarks of the several districts, who smong other
duties, erganize new disteicts, baild schoal howses, employ teachers.
snd determine if any, and what amount of, Moneys Aré LEGESSITY 10
he levied for school purposcs, after (the nseal apportionments and ap-
propristions by state, counly and town, have been made, Mo cepeciol
“ dlatrict tax,” often so distressingly burdeosome in new seltlemants,
is levivd here, No freehalder is inpoverished by the boilding of =
sthool houee in his neighborbood; but every dollar of nssessable
property thronghout the County, paye an cqual share.  Thus, the great
woatth of the eniire pine entries being laid under tribete, i begomes
praaticable to devy o tax sofficient to procars all the advantages of
thorsughly quahfied teachers and numerous schools, manal in e oldest
and most populous rarval districts of the state.

Lat it therefore be mrderstond, that in immigrating to this new
region, no man thereby deprives Lis children ol the means of edusation,
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Tather, 26 a general thing, will they be ivereased and improved. Tk
is believed that no county in the state ever expended =m0 mneh for
commean achool purpeses, in proportion to the nomber of pupils, as
did this daring the last year.  Capital is bere paying its debt of edn-
eation to the rising peneralion, before it is due.  School honses plenti-
{nlly dot the prairies aod are hidden io the woode. But little has the
pratlle of children's voices Lbeen hesrd within their walla, Like the
stores, hotels and raills, they are built largely i antivipation of & nesd
sure and soon to come.  The danger to be apprehended is that in the
hande of irreeponeible and unaserupolous men the work will be over-
doag.  The system is nevw and 20 experiment ; Tt it is beljeved to be
preatly superior to the old, wnder which sehools instead of beiog in
the vau of immizration Ing slowly bchind; and that if Do mismanage-
matt or abose should necessitate ils repeal, it will developa a degreo
of popular education and intelligence which will elevate the futore
colnmunities of Barron Couety 1o that height of eivilization which i=
the New Englander's pride and boast,

All varieties of game native to the Northwest arve here found in
rure sbundance. Moet of the Drooky snd streams abound in spockled
tront,  All the lagger lakes and ponde teem with pike, pickerel, bass
and muekalonge of the largest size and most delieate gquality. So
Tdenliful are thess (hat they have contributed the principal article of
fooud for the Iodiane of the coontry from immemorial time. Docks
sod wild goese ave found in silihe rivers and lakes ; and are espeeially
numerons duting Autuown in those sequesiered shores and baya where
the rice-beds drop thelr ripened eccd among reeds and lesves wpon
the plaeid wakara.  This 14 their hne-=the plece wlere they nest and
brood and thrive, and to whicl, bich m air, like tired battallions, we
sew the wondevers in ihese ootommol days returniog.  As weoal
throughout the West, prairie chickens and partridges abound in their
nativa kaunte.  For afew vears past the katfer have not been wunnlls
Hentiful, because of 4 wet period which deluged and destroyed their
nests in the river buttoms ; botgho large broods that etartliogly Satier
up before the traveler’s footeteps, snd fill ihe woods at nipht with



14 ENTERED AND TAQANT LANDE,

their moffled thoader, show that thay have quite resovered from the
dizgsster. OF larger game, and kinds of mors ataple valne to the
hunter, 24 deer and bear, thera have been at all times o remarkable
abundance; but at the present, when this region has become
almost nentral ground between the Indians and the whites, it s
abasrved that they are rapidly inereasing. The speotacle of the ros
and the buck, leaping from their beds end bounding airily awsy
through the forest, or of eertalo Wlack, wrgiform shadowe withdrawing
elowly from tho open pathway into the obseurity of rustling bnshes,
js very common, and, it may be added, naturally thrills the traveler
noacenstomed 10 (he woods with pecolisr sensations.  Wild bees il
the mir with their hnmming, bringing sweets 1o their lofty homes from
{inden Llomspms, sunny openings, and flowery dells; mink and mnsk-
rat burrow snd play along alder Dottems snd banks; beaver, with
with wonderful indnsiry practice thelr engineering in counilesa im-
provements on onlletz and sireams ; ofter perform their trips by river
and lake, and land, neglecting none of the well-worn “slides ™ or
regular “ divos;” martin, fisher, wildeat, lynx, wolf, {ox, coon—
glniost averyibing, in short, that can iotlerest the trapper, =23 also the
hunter and fisherman, ¢an be found in the shedow and silence of these

ald woods,
Entered lands in Barron County, are worth from $1.50 to #5 per

acre, About 85 por eent. of the whale counly eiill belowgs to the
goveroumont, of which nearly 172,000 seres are not in market, having
been withdrawn for a railroad prant, but whick will doubiloss soon
becoma available for pettlemont either 8 homesteads or by porchase
&t cheap rates. 'The lands still vacand and anbjeet to purchase, or to
be taken under the homestend or pre-emption laws, ameunt to about
200,000 acras, ar nearly 331 per cent. of the 900 square miles which
comprizs the whole srea of the county. Ouoly about 20,000 acres or
#4 per cent, heve heen inken as homesteads up to the preseut time.
All peraons can take a homestead of 100 neres of vacant lands
anywhers outside of raitroad limita; and lands of this elass lis in Lhe
enatern portion of the county. All can abtain the same, but only in
the oven numbared sections of lands within the 20 mile railread limit;
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which embraces s dingons!, angular-sided strip, ten miles wide cest
aud wesl, and thirty miles loog nevth and soutk in the central portion
o1 the eounty.  All persons who served elther in the army or navy of
the TTnited Siates pinety daye during the iste war can {oke 180 aores,
ond others bub 90 seres of the vacant lands in the even numbered zee-
tiong within the ten mile railesad limit ; and this inoludes a sirip on
the weat gide of the county. _

Imm!pgraunts, in examiving lands, chonld avsil themsclves of the
seziglanco of a rolishie gnide. Many soch are to be fonnd emong the
eotilors slready here, Ureble fo namo pll, it is with pleasore that the
wrlter refora i one in whose company hie has explored the whole region
hereinbefore desoribed—the most truehearted and accomplished
woodsmarn he ever knew— '

BAPTISTE QUARDERER,
—0F—
RIOE LAEE,
Depoex Boevevon o7 Bannor Conmes
who has corrected plats free for the inspaction of all; and will show

Iande and give descriptions by persons secking homeateads, at moderale
wharges,
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