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FREE BOOKS! 
The public appropriation for the 

free distribution of the official report 
on the resources of Burnett county, 
Wis., was limited and if you can not 
get any free b(»oks I have some ^' 
sale. HaviDg the contracts %<} p^ t̂ 
the books I pripted sev : iiousat^J 
extra and am selling thes. % cenr^-
each. If sent postpaid t% - ^̂ e in 30 
cents. If you wil lsend .. ce^jls 
and the names and addres - - . : thirty 
tenant farmer, whom you aa^'e good 
reason to believe are not subscribers 
of The Journal of Burnett County^ 1 
will send you one of these books and 
will mail you a copy cf The Journal 
for three months without additional 
charge (see pages 101 and 102 of the re­
port). Each tenant farmer whose 
name you send will be sent a free 
sample copy of The Journal. 

Address: 

ED L. FEET, 
GRANTSBURG, WISCONSIN. 

Homestead Relinquish­
ments. 

If you want to sell your 
homestead improvements in 
Burnett county let me know. 
State what you have and 
your price and I will try and 
find a customer for you. 

If you want to buy out 
some homesteader in Bur­
nett county let me know 
what you are looking for 
and what price you are wil­
ling to pay and I will see 
what I can do for you. 

Address: 
ED L. PEET, 

GRANTSBURG, WISOQNSm. 



BurnettCoiiiity Wisconsin 
A pamphlet descriptive of Northern 
Wisconsin in general and of Bur­
nett County in detail . 

C O M R I L - E D B Y E D L . . R E E X 

Hon.Canute Anderson, the first permanent white 
settle- in Burnett county, was born in Norway, 
April 14, 1830, settled in Burnett county in 
1852 and remained as an honored citizen up to 
the date of his death, July 31, 1893. 
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PREFACE. 

WHEN the writer came to Burnett 
county in 1895 he was much 
impressed with the fact that 
nothing was being done to 

advertise the advantages and resources 
of the county. At that time he 
formed a resolution to some day issue 
a pamphlet that would tell the world 
all about Burnett county and what it 
had to offer to those seeking homes in 
a comparatively new country. At no 
time during the past seven years has it 
seemed to be the ri^ht time to issue , 
the book. Changes were going on all 
the time and so many important things 
were about to happen that we deemed 
best to put off the work just a little 

Ed L. Peet, Secretary. longer. Now, as we look back and see 
how die country has developed during these seven years the con­
clusion is reached that the time to do a thing is whenever you can 
do it. To wait for the best time would be to wait forever. The' 
eouuty is on the eve of the greatest advancement that it has ever 
.made and long before this book reaches the hands of a majority of 
i t s readers many things will have happened that will make untrue 
some of the things which it is now possible to truthfully state. Seven 
years ago there were m Burnett county 125,000 acres of govf-rnment 
land subject to homestead entry. At this date there are about 
35|000 acres left and before the end of 1902 is reached there may be 
nothing but isolated tracts of forty and eighty acres left. We there­
fore can not truthfully inform the public that there are many free 
..tomes to be had in Burnett. Seven years ago there was consider-
iable state land for sale in the county. Two years ago this was all 
^withdrawn from market and at this date is still out of market. By 
•'the time this book is ready for distribution this land may be sold or 
it may be years befo^:eJt-is ijkiced upon the market. Now it is im-
l)0ssible to teli what £^i)d;wHl pe; selling for in Burnett county at the 
•end of this year. There is some land which can be bought for .$2.00 
.per acre and there is some which is held as high as $100 per acre. 
'^Tnere are many people who expect to see land double in price this 
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year and others predict still higher prices. One thing is sure and 
that is that it will not be any cheaper. The general description of 
the county as written now will remain true so far as the physical 
conditions are concerned but developments this summer promise to 
far outstrip any prophecy that at this time would be considered 
reasonable. 1 o those into whose hands this little pamphlet may 
fall we would say: ' 'Study it carefully and believe that every state­
ment in it is made with the expectatiou that if you visit our county 
to make a home you will find that the truth has been told.'' Our 
county is not the only good part of the world but it does contain 
conditions where the poor man as well as the moderately wealthy 
nian can make a home and not be obliged to go out of the reach of 
civilization. I'he man of capital can find many chances for invest­
ment and his money will not be sent to the ends of the earth. The 
only thing which at the present time keeps Burnett county from be­
ing supplied with many railroads is the lack of population and this 
book IS issued for the purpose of securing the attention of those who 
may be induced to move here and thus increase our population. 
The increase of population will give us the railroads to which we 
are entitled by reason of our central location and with the coming 
of these Buroett county will raiik among the very first in the North-

.west m wealth, culture and happiness. Stranger, you are welcome; 
come and see what we have to offer. Come wiiile the price is within 
your reach as tomorrow it may be beyond your purse, 

arantsburg, Wiseoiisiii, Maî ch 17, 190i. 

. >*''';. 

PLF.^l lNe 'S LANDING ON THE ST. CKOIX RIYER TWELVE MILES 

NORTHEAST OF GRANTSBURa. 
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GENTRALIiY LOCATED 

'Had Dciture been sparing- in her 
^ifts and placed notbing within the 
present borders of Burnett county ex­
cept soil of the lightest character 
there would still have been conditions 
which would eventually have made 
t h a t part of Wisconsin of much im­
portance. 

The one jzreat and most favorable 
•condition is that of location. The 
importance of this should be fully un-
'derstood. 

At the head of navigation on the 
Mississippi river have grown up two 
^rea t cities, the northernmost limits 
of which reach within forty-five miles 
of Burnett county. At the head of 
^navigation on the Great Lakes are 
two other cities whicli are destined 
to be the greatest of all cities in the 
Central west. The southernmost 
limits of these cities are within 
thirty-five miles of Buinett county. 

An air line drawn between these 
iBike and river cities passes directly 

Tjhe Unlimited Agriccltural Resources 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle­
men: 

When asked to prepare a paper on 
t h e agricultural resources of Northern 
Wisconsin, it seemed to me I was 
getting a threadbare subject. A few 
days later I read in a Milwaukee paper 
tha t the lumbermen of Northern VVis-
<X)nsin were aiding the slate to stamp 
out small-pox by fumigating their 
camps weekly and that the men were 
taking frequent baths. I made up 
my mind that if an editor, one of a 
class supposed to know everything, 

througli Grantsburg, the county seat 
of Burnett county, and the distance is 
but 125 miles between city limits. 

The growth of tiiese cities and the 
interchange of business will greatly 
afi'ect all the territory between and 
that v\hich is along the line of most 
direct connection must re^.eive the 
greatest benefit. 

In dealing out gifts to Burnett 
county nature was not sparing in fav­
ors and there are few things now found 
in Northern Wisconsin which aje not 
found in Burnett county in greater or 
less degree. So true is this that any 
article descriptive of the northern 
part of the state must likewise be de 
scrip! ive of Burnett county 

Among recent papers on this sub­
ject is one prepared by Louis K. 
Wright, of Wausau, and read before 
the Agricultural Mass Convention re­
cently held at Madison. I t is so full 
of good things that it is worthy of a 
place in this pamphlet and we repro­
duce it in full. I t clearly sets forth 

of the Entire Northern Pi^rt of the S:ate. 

could stand for "frequent baths" in a 
lumber camp, I might Qnd farmers 
who knew but little of the agricul­
tural resources of our northern 
country. 

The southern part of Wisconsin has 
long been famous as an agricultural 
country. North of this rich belt, but 
nearly all in the southern half of the 
state, a strip of sand land, of varying 
width,'runs east and west across the 
state. Years ago this was spoken of 
as Northern Wisconsin, and was 
looked upon as the beginning of a 
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T H E RESULT OF AN H O O R ' S FISHING I N TRADE LAKE. 



BURNETT COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 

poor farming country, which was sup­
posed to grow worse the farther north 
one went. A few years ago the legis­
lature authorized the preparation of a 
hand book, setting forth the agricul­
tural conditions of the northern part 
of the state. • Ttiis book was prepared 
under the direction of Prof. Henry, 
who was one of the first to forcibly 
call attention to the fine agricultural 
district north of this sand belt. In a 
general way this hand book speaks of 
Northern Wisconsin as lying north 
of a line drawn east and west from 
Green Bay to Hudson. No arbitrary 
boundary can be made, but, generally 
speaking Northern Wisconsin may be 
said to embrace all of the original 
great timber belt of the state. 

Prof. Henry, in the book referred 
to, groops the soil of this section un­
der seven heads. I will class the soil 
under four heads, identical with the 
timbei" growth. A farmer who sees a 
growing crop can form a good idea of 
the soil it grows on. In the same way 
a crop of timber is a sure index to the 
soil. This sliuuld be borne in mind 
by those bu.\ ing stump lands. 

A great m;iny people have looked 
upon Northern Wisconsin as origin­
ally timbered almost wholly with 
pine, but a large part of this section 
of the state was covered with great 
forests of t he finest hardwood, and 
through a great deal of this hardwood 
were scattered immense white [dne. 
This hardwood land is the best agri­
cultural land we have and runslargely 
to a clay soil. I t is often stony, gen­
erally small surface stone, which can 
be easily removed. 

The finest white pine in the world 
â rew in Michigan and Wisconsin. 
Great forests of it covered much of 
the region of which we are speaking. 
Such pine is never found on poor land. 
This S(»il is a mixture of clay and sand. 
Where hemlock grows with the hard­
wood, the clay is not so heavy as in 
the purely hardwood forests and 
where it is mixed wit h pine, the soil 
has more clay than is found where 
pine grows alone. The two soils blend 

into each other, often on the same 
farm. 

This class of lands were covered 
with Norway and jack pine. Some of 
this timber was large and the soil i t 
grew on fair; some (jf it was poor and 
scrubby, and the timber was like the 
soil. This land is all of a sandy na­
ture, often with a gravelly sub-soil. 
Eventually, I think it will nearly all 
be used for agricultural i?urp()ses, but 
it is the poorest laud we have. 

The fourth class is our swamp land^ 
where the timber .was principally 
cedar, tamarack, spruce and black 
ash. Some of the swamps are of con­
siderable extent; others are small, just 
put in among the higli land to make 
good pasture. The richest land on 
some of our best farms was of this 
character, and often nothing was 
done to reclaim it except to clear off 
the timber. Nearly all this land is 
suitable for agricultural purposes. 

In the southern part of northern 
Wisconsin agriculture is no longer 
an experiment. Homesteaders and 
settlers have been at work for 
forty years and in nearly all the coun­
ties in this section may be found fine 
farms and large fields thoroughly' 
stumped. Also in a good many sec­
tions the farm buildings will average 
much better than in southern Wiscon­
sin. In my home county of Marathon 
in the older towns, I believe there are 
more modern barns, in proportion to 
the populatir)!!, than can be found in 
any of the old counties of southern 
Wisconsin. This, no doubt, is because 
the farmers, having the timber on 
their kind, jaet ilif lumber sawed out 
at very little cu.^t, while southern 
WMsconsin farmers must pay high 
prices for their lumber. In the 
southern part of northern Wisconsin, 
a transformation is going on. Our 
farmers who used to raise ha} and 
oats for the logging camps, and many 
of them who used to be half farmer 
and half logger, are now devoting all 
their energies to the farm and modern 
meth<;ds are being adopted. They 
are going into dairying and stock rais­
ing and a manure heap has now a 
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'Yalue in it. Good schools, roads and 
^bridges are now the rule in this sec­
t ion. The climate is also changing; 
the winters are milder and not so 
'long. Where we used to hq.ve at 
ieas t fiye months of sleighing, eight 
weeks of good sleighing is now a fair 
average. We can raise to advantage 
.almost any crop which can be raised 
in southern Wisconsin. This section 
has become much better known dur­
ing the last few years to farmers in 
t h e southern part of this state a;nd 
t h e neighboring states of the north­
west, and they are now coming in 
large numbers and establisiiing good 
farms in our new north. Forty years 
.ago, when the pioneer farmers were 
•coming north, such conditions in tliis 
-district would have been coLsidered 
impossible 

I believe the northern portion of 
Northern W^isconsin, which today is 
l i t t le more devel(>ped agriculturally 
than the section I have spoken of was 
forty years ago, has nearly as great a 
future. There thousands of acres of 
land await the settler, with timber 
for their buildings and winter wood 
'On the ground, and markets for their 
produce at top prices, in the lumber 
camps, mining towns and lake ports 
near by. In the winter, hardwood 
timber, hemlock bark, hemlock and 
ispruce pulp wood, railroad ties and 
piling, cedar poles, posts and shingle 
bolts, which in many places cannot 
now be profitably handled, will furnish 
work for the settler and his teams for 
.many years to come, making this sea-
:Son the most profitable of the year. 
And as tlie land is cleared, the cli-
imate and other unfavorable condi­
tions will change as they have in the 
.'SeclJon first spoken of. 

With these general remarks as to 
'What Northern Wisconsin once was 
.and what i t is now, we will look more 
particularly to its agricultural re-
isources. 

Among the greatest of these is 
dairying and stock raising. If any 
rcountry was ever naturally intended 
tor these purposes, that country is 
Northern Wisconsin. The first req­

uisite, a good water supply, is there 
found in abundance. The geological 
map of the state shows 1240 lakes in 
tliis region. There are hundreds of 
small lakes, not touched by sectional 
lines, never seen by the government 
surveyors who platted the country. 
Almost all tliese lakes supply creeks 
and streams which flow to swell the 
rivers, emptying into the Mississippi 
and into Lakes Michigan and Superior. 
Many other small streams originate in 
swamps and go to the same way while 
innumerable rivulets start from 
springs and contribute their portion 
to make most of Northern Wisconsin 
a stockman's paradise, so far as water 
is concerned. Well water is also ob­
tainable at little depth in most sec­
tions 

• All over this region grasses and 
clover thrive. To.illustrate this, we 
will first look at places where agricul­
tural pursuits havj never been tried. 
Visit the ĉ ld lumber camps and log­
ging roads, all over this territory. 
Along these roads and among the 
stumps, where the trees were cleared 
away to keep them from falling on the 
camps, you will find grasses and clovers, 
of all varieties, growing up spontane­
ously. How the seed ever got so dis­
tributed is a problem. You can ac­
count for it on the tote roads where 
the lumbermen hauled in their sup­
plies of hay, but it is wonderful the 
way it has spread over the logging 
roads and clearings. I t seems to fol­
low as naturally as a second growth of 
timber. A great many lumbermen 
turn their horses out to pasture along 
these roads and clearings, after the 
winter's logs are put in. 

Last spring I was in towns 43 and 
44, range 2 east, about twenty miles 
south.of Hurley. Here the grass and 
clover around these clearings were 
equal to any I have seen in the best 
parts of Marathon county. There 
wasn't a farm within ten miles. I 
was told that Hurley people cut the 
hay every fall; it was theirs for the 
cutting. Way up in Douglas county 
I saw the same conditions last year. 
For two weeks last 'luly I stopped 
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with a farmer in Price county, in 
town 38, range 3 east. He home-
steaded there seventeen years ago and 
for years was the only settler. They 
were haying while I was there a field 
of some fifteen acres, which had been 
seeded twenty years and never been 
broken, although it had been man­
ured. They got over a ton and a half 
of hay to the acre. This was hard­
wood land; no other could stand such 
treatment. All varieties of clover 
appear to do equally well up north. 
With the exception of alfalfa, they 
certainly do. Alfalfa has not been 
generally introduced. The first I 
knew of in my home county was two 
years ago. A number of farmers grow 
it now and express themselves as well 
pleased with it. Clover and grass 
never winter kill with us, nor does 
drought effect our pastures and crops 
as i t doe '̂ the regions further south. 
There never has been anything ap­
proaching a crop failure from this 
cause. For one thing our rainfall is 
more evenly distributed and possibly 
greater, but I believe another cause 
may be found in the fact tha t we 
have a rock bottom in most of this 
territory, which retains a great deal 
of moisture which, in a limestone or 
sandstone county seeps away. Water 
is reached by digging at from 12 to 20 
feet where you strike rock. 

ALiiost everywhere in the hard­
wood districts the clay loam is under­
laid with clay beds that extend down 
to the soil water. These clay beds are 
not impervious and by capilary attrac­
tion water is drawn through them 
from below and in a measure the 
plant growth is thus supplied with 
water during the dry season, hence 
grazing holds out during the mid­
summer season, as it does not. in a 
country where the soil is underlaid 
with graver bed I t seems to be a 
generally accepted idea that our pas­
ture season is a good deal shorter than 
tha t of southern Wisconsin. I believe 
this is a mistaken idea, so far as the 
southern portion of Northern Wiscon­
sin is concerned. There is really very 
little difference in climate. The at­

mosphere is dryer in winter and the 
cold and wind are not felt as they are 
in the more open country south of us. 
On November 12th last I drove several 
Fond du Lac and Green Lake county 
farmers over a part of Marathon 
comity. Everywhere we went they 
wondered to see the cattle feeding on 
good pasturage. They had little idea 
of the country but what surprised 
them most was the good pasturage. 
They told me their pastures had given 
out some time before. 

Oats and barley, very necessary 
crops for a dairy and stock country, 
are among our best crops. I will 
speak of them more fully later on. 
All root crops do well clear to the 
northern limits of the state. Pump­
kins, squashes, and vegetables of t h a t 
kind are also a sure crop, as are flint 
and forage corn. 

So we have all the essentials for a 
great dairy country; water in abun­
dance, the best of pasturage and win­
ter feed. During the past six years 
more and 'more attention has been 
paid to dairying and all through 
our southern district creameries have 
been put in, many of them on the co­
operative plan. All are paying invest­
ments and a great source of educa­
tion to our farmers. Wherever lo­
cated, they have incited the farmers 
on to better methods of farming and 
to an improvenient and enlargement 
of their cattle herds. 

To show how the co-operative 
creameries are working, I have the 
figures of the amount of butter manu­
factured in the four months of April, 
May, June and July, 1900 and 1901, in 
four Marathon county creameries. 
For these months, in 1900, 62,501 
pounds of butter were manufactured; 
in 1901 the record was 100,447 pounds. 
I took these months because they 
were the only ones for which I had 
the figures for all these creameries. 
The first co-operative creamery buil t 
in our county was in 1898. We nov? 
have about fifteeli. At first none of 
them ran during the winter months; 
today a number run the year round 
and the output is contintially increase 
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ing What is true of Marathon, is 
true, I understand, of a number of 
counties in tliis southern belt. 
Cheese factories are not so numerous, 
although a few have already estab­
lished a name for their products. In 
1895 Prof. Henry predicted that 
Northern Wisconsin would rank as 
one of the greatest cheese centers in 
America, if not in the world. He 
based this prediction largely on the 
pure cold water supply in which we 
excel the districts further south, 
while at the same time we have all 
the other requirements which they 
have for a cheese country. Me says 
further "while southern Minnesota, 
southern Wisconsin, northern Illinois 
and Iowa, will remain the great cent­
ers of butter production for this . 
country, these districts cannot hope 
to compete with northern Wisconsin 
in the quality of cheeese which may 
be produced there, for the reason that 
in this great butter region the sum­
mer days are hot and the water 
which the cows must drink becomes 
quite warm; these conditions shut 
this region out forever from entering 
into serious competition with our new 
north in the manufacture of cheese of 
the highest grade." I do not dare 
set myself up against such high au­
thority as Prof. Henry but from what 
expert butter buyers tell me about our 
home butter think we are going to join 
you southerners and become a part of 
"the great center of butter produc­
t i o n " More of our farmer boys will 
have to attend the agricultural school 
at Madison before we can hope to be 
annexed to this center. 

Stock raising for beef requires corn 
in addition to the crops spoken of as 
requisite for a dairy country. We 
have always raised flint corn with 
success as far back as I can remember, 
but it is only in recent years that our 
farmers have realized that they could 
raise dent corn to advantage. How­
ever, for a number of years the suc­
cessful growers of this product have 
increased. Three years ago at the 
state fair I had several varieties of 
this-lcorn from Marathon county. 

One day 1 found my wife, who was 
helping lo looK a.fter the exhibit, 
ready to ti gin \N itli a southern Wis­
consin farmer who accused her of 
packing the caucus, by importing th i s . 
corn. He said he had been in North­
ern WisGogsin and they had stumps 
there as high as the corn stalks were^ 
but he knew they never raised that 
corn there. Some of this disputed 
corn came from the farm of W. H. 
and S. M.. Quavv, of Wausau, and they 
have had good crop.sotr it hjr the past 
three years to my knowledge. I have 
a tew ears of this corn grown 
last year. They planted nineteen 
acres and harvested over- 2000 bushel 
baskets of ear corn. The land it grew 
on is the mixed clay and sand soil. 
An old Milwaukee farmer pacified my 
wife by telling her that when became 
to that county dent corn was consid­
ered an impossible crop. The problem 
seems to be to get the proper varieties 
and then to stick to them. The 
southern part of the districl I am-
speaking of is in the same latitude as 
the great short horn breeding district 
of Ontario, Canada. I think I am 
safe in predicting a future beef region 
here. 

My article is lengthening out so I 
will be brief in considering the ques--
tion of sheep and swine. Much of our 
cut over lands are peculiarly adapted 
to sheep raising and they 1 ave already 
been imported in large numbers. 
The state agricultural college has 
been largely instrumental in bringing 
this matter to the front, and there is 
no doubt as to a successful result. 

Theden t corn quest ion has a close 
relation to the raiding of swine, bu t 
the possibilities in thi- line are not to 
becomijared ui th the dairy, sheep 
and catl le proposition. 

As before stated oats and barley are 
staples. Forty bushels of oals per acre 
has been the average in Marathon 
county llie past two 3 ears on all classes 
of farm land, and in counties in the 
southern belt spoken of, where there 
are hardwood lands, this average 
should hold up. I rank barley as al-
moŝ t as pi ofitable a crop as oats,, al-
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though not nearly so largely grown, 
rye ranking next. While some of our 
farmers raise good crops of wheat I 
do not believe it a good crop to tie to. 

Peas and beans are a good crop, but 
not largely grown, except for the 
home market. 

Root crops I have already spoken of. 
Our Northern Wisconsin sweet corn 
should not be overlooked. I t Is a well 
known fact that the farther north 
sweet corn can be raised the better 
the flavor is. I t is a sure crop and 
cannery men can get the^raw material 
up north. 

Small fruits grow wild all over 
Northern Wisconsin. When the Mich­
igan and Southern Wisconsin crop of 
strawberries play out, the people in 
this southern belt get thefre-h berries 
from our home growers. The supply 
is increasing, but as yet does not 
equal the home demand. In a few 
years you will see the Milwaukee and 
Chicago markets furnished w i t h 
Northern Wisconsin strawberries for 
three weeks after the southern ciop is 
only a preserved memory. Last year 
at the State Fair my county showed 
43 varieties of apples, about 20 of crabs 
and 11 of plums. While Wisconsin is 
not an apple state, certain parts of our 
northern district are going to show as 
good apple crops as our southern Wis­
consin neighbors. We need home 
grown stock and varieties tried and 
found proper for our climate. Our 
best orchards are found where the 
land has a north slope and the sun 
cannot start the sap too early. Trees 
in such orchards do not winter kill. 
Wood county, which is geographically 
in the southern half of the state, 
would protest at being classed any­
where except with Northern Wiscon­
sin. This county furnishes a large 
part of the Wisconsin cranberry out­
put. 

Waupaca and Portage counties 
make us all think of potatoes. Their 
potato raising is a business in itself. 
This crop grows from one end of the 
staite to the other. ^On some of our 
lighter soils i t is the best crop raised. 
I have with me some potatoes, ^rown 

by Fred Davis at Mercer, If-on county.. 
He raised 600 bushels on sand land' 
and sold nearly all his crop to lumber­
men, who took the potatoes direct 
from him at an average of 80 cents a 
bushel. He started to plant May 
15th, and was at it a month, working 
at odd times. The crop was dug in 
September and October, and he had 
no trouble with frost. 

Perhaps you may think I have pic­
tured the promised land with the ex­
ception of the honey, and Northern^ 
Wisconsin bees furnish this abun­
dantly from our splendid clover fields 
and basswood groves. But remember,. 
I started out by calling your a t ten­
tion to the different classes of land 
and I don't want you to forget the 
poor lands. There never was a 
country without some poor lands. To-
my mind, some of the write ups of 
Northern Wisconsin hurt the country ;.-
some flowery ones 1 have seen could 
well be applied to the Garden of Eden. 
They make one think of the copy­
righted wedding notice, where the 
bride is always "one of our city's 
handsomest and most accomplished 
daughters." 

If you look at our country from the-
car windows, remember the railroads-
generally run along the sandy river 
bottoms, and where they do run* 
through good land, they have gener­
ally set fire to i t and left a waste of 
charred trees, so uninviting that it is 
usually the last to be settled and 
cleared up. 

A settler should not buy any land 
without seeing it, or having a trusted 
person see it for him. There are now 
no more free homes to be found on 
our western prairie lands and north­
ern Wisconsin offers the best home 
the settler can find for the money 
asked. Ŵ e are in the same lat i tude 
as northern New York, New Hamp­
shire and Vermont. With the excep­
tion of beech we have the same timber 
they had in their forests, but we have 
not the rough mountainous surface-
which characterized their timber 
region. 

The farmers of Marathon county^ 
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Who came there with nothing but 
good health and determination, have 
$700,000 on deposit in the Wausau 
banks. I t may seem hard clearing up 
a timber country, but patient indus­
try is here always well rewarded. In 
the new north is a diversity of well 
paid labor for each season of the year 
and abundance of cheap building ma­
terial not found in prairie regions. 
The result is a healthy vigorous peo­
ple, with good homes and farms rap­
idly increasing in value, conditions 
which must produce sturdy, indus­
trious and liberty loving citizens. 

?tate Land 

Townsh ip 
37 
37 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38-
39 
39 
39 
39 

39 
39 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
41 
41 
41 
41 
42 
42 

in Burnett County 

Range 
19 
20 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
14 
15 
16 
17 
14 
15 

Acres 
1,85L76 
1,935.72 

120. 
1,259.91 

619.78 
336.99 
527.64 

1,360. 
1,546.88 
1,991.94 

937.75 
3,446.95 

1,156.05 
520. 
401.19 
864.12 

1,566.86 
1,869.45 
2,846.09 

177.80 
320. 
977.55 
90192 
456.21 
939.38 

1,695.96 

Total 30,627.70 
School lands in section 16, 5,828.24 

"^wamp lands 24,798.46 

The above table shows the amount of land which the-state of Wisconsin owns 
in Burnett County and bow it is distributed by townships about the county The 
diagram on the opposite page shows how the land is distributed in two townships 
At the time of printing this page the state lands are still out of market and no 
time fixed when they will again be placed OD sale. 
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The shaded portions of the above diagram show the land owned l̂ y the State 
of Wisconsin in township 39, range 17 and township 40 range 17. Clam River en­
ters this part of the county in section 13, town 39, and runs through the state land 
to the northwest for a distance of ten miles, leaving town 40 in section 19. 
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HON. PETER A. ANDERSON.. 
No man living in Burnett county 

at the present time has been more 
closely identified with the set t le­
ment and advancement of th(^ 
county than Peter A. Anderson. 
With a large family he removed 
from Norway to what was then Polk 
county and in 1862 settled on a home­
stead w^hich is now a part('f the vil­
lage of Grantsburg. When Burnet t 
county was organized the governor 
appointed him to serve as the first 
chairman of the county board and 
for many years he held various 
county, town and village offices. 
He IS nearly eighty years of age, 
hale and hearty and still active in 
promoting the best interests of the 
county. He has been president of 
the Burnett county fair more than 
half the time for the past twenty-
five years. He has several good 
faimsand village residences and is-
a living exponent of the fact tha t 
an industrious man can become 
v\̂ ealblM' in Burnett county. 

HON. CANUlTi] OLSON. 
There is now no white per.^oo 

living in Burnett county who was 
here* when Canute Olson came to 
the county in 1854. He was then a 
boy six years of age arid came fr-om 
Norway with his mother to ma,ke 
his home with his iijother's brother, 
Canute A n d e rso n, th e fo ti n d e r o f 
Burnett county. At the present 
time he is engaged in the real estate 
and farm implement business but 
the greater part of his life has been 
given to conducting a general mer­
chandise store. He has held many 
positions of trust and honor in the 
county and at the present time is 
the chairman of the county repub­
lican committee. He was post­
master of the first postoffice estab­
lished in Burnett county, was the 
first clerk of court and for ten 
years was county judge. In town 
and village affairs he has held 
nearly every office within t i e ^ift 
of his fellow citizens. 
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Informaition 

What the Settler^ Vvcnts 

ito know. 

Climate, Sol 

AVarkets, 

Railroads, 

Lakes. 

19 18 14 
Map of Wisconsin and Burnett 

county showing" the location of the 
county in the state and the air line be­
tween Superior and St. Paul, passing 
directly through Grrantsburg. 

The purpose for which this|book is 
published is to at t ract the attention 
of farmers of moderate circumstances 
to the agricultural resources of Bur­
net t county and the opportunity to 
acquire good farms for a small price. 
At the present time there are enough 
merchants and professional men with­
in the county to supply the wants of 
a much larger population. There are 
opportunities for manufacturing along 
many lines but eyen these oppor­
tunities are not likely to be much de­
veloped until the population of the 
county increases considerable. The 
factories will come afterwards. 

Lands are cheap now because of 
their distance from the railroads. 
Railroads are few because the popula­
tion has been such that it was not 

profitable to build into unoccupied 
territory. Conditions are changing 
and the time is rapidly approaching 
when more railroads must build into 
Burnett county, opening to close 
communication with the o u t s i d e 
world a territory now sparsely settled 
but rich in resources. 

In the preparation of this book i t 
has been found impossible to prepare 
the copy and revise i t so that all the 
subjects treated could be considered 
under separate headings. As the 
printers have called for copy it has 
been prepared, turned over to them 
and printed a few pages at a time so 
that the arrangement has not been as 
systematic as would have been the 
case had i t all been written before a 
line of it was put in type. 
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In sending ft out it is 
supposed that those who 
are interested will read 
every 'line of it carefully 
and thus obtain all the in­
formation it is possible to 
give about the county. If 
you are not a resident of 
the county and wish to 
know whether it is a good 
county to move to, do not 
write to so'ne one in the 
county for information 
until you are satisfied that 
somewhere in this book 
the information you are 
seeking is not given. 
WHAT THE SETTLER WANTS 

The fai mer looking for 
a new location generally 
considers tliat the soil, cli­
mate and markets are the 
most important things for 
him to know about. Soci­
ety, schools, churches^ 
taxes, politics, roads, etc., 
are things which are of 
secondary importance to 
the three things first 
named. 

CLIMATE. 

People who live in many 
climates all agree that no 
climate is without its 
drawbacks. What suits 
one person may not suit 
another and this search 
for a perfect climate is one 
of the causes for so much 
moving on the part of the 
American people. 

Those who have experi­
enced many climates find 
that what the thermome­
ter says does not always 
indicate the pleasantness 
nor the disagreeableness 
of the weather. The writ­
er has experienced many 
days in Northern states, 
when the thermometer 
indicated below forty and 

-yet not once has he suf­
fered with the cold so 
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m'uch as in states further south 
when it was zero weather. The 
dryness of the atmosphere lias 
much to do with ones being able 
to enjoy cold weather inlNr^rth-

.em Wisconsin and the cheap­
ness of fuel also helps one t€« ap­
preciate the fact that it does 
not cost as much to keep warm. 
here as i t does in S3me warmer 
climates. 

We have warm weatherU^nd 
•cold weather, dry weather an<i 
wet weather, but we have iione 
of the excessive cold of the 
frigid „zones5 none of the op­
pressive heat of the torrid zones, 
none of the drouths of the west­
ern plains nor any of the wet 
weather of the, coast countries. 
Oo the whole the climate is very 
desirable and. is far ahead of the 
prairie portions of the west, as 
we do not have the winds which 
are so disagreeable there both 
in the spring and falL 

Our winter storms are some­
times bad but they are . very 
mild.affairs compared with the 
prairie blizzards. No person 
who has ever experienced a prai­
rie blizzard has any fault to find 
with our winters. Hot, scorch­
ing winds are unknown 'and 

.drouth seldom causes even a 
partial crop failure in Burnett 
county. 

SOIL. 

There Is no place in the world 
where a greater variety of soil 
can be found than in Burnett 
county. We have light sandy 
lands and very heavy clay lands. 
There are very low swamp lands 
and high rocky hills. In a gen­
eral way there is a division of 
the county so that each part of 
thecoonty has one character of. 
soil predominating but there is 
also such, a mixture that one can 
lo almost any part of the county 
find a section where all kinds of 
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VILLAGE OF GRANTSBURG LOOKING NORTHWEST^' 
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.soil are to be found close together. In some cases all are found on one forty 
acre tract, but this condition is quite rare. In the southern part of the county 
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.and extending across the northern part of Pol 

SPIRIT LxiKE., TOWl'l OF Th.^ DJ^ 

k county there are found^_high|hiEs' 
and large^ rocks in'""which 
have been found gold, silver and 
copper, but as yet nothing tha t 
has amounted to much in the 
way of profitable m i n i n g . 
Around these hills and to the 
north the land is clay and there 
is much heavy hardwood tihiber 
still standing. 

In the northern part of the 
county and along the western 
side there is a great deal of sandy 
land and between the sand and 
clay portions of the county are 
found many swamps. The cen­
tral and eastern portions of the 
county are quite irregular in the 
character of the soil. There yoa 
find the heavy clay lightly mixed 
with sand or a sand tha t is 
lightly mixed with clay. Some 
portions have a sand surface 
with a clay or hardpan subsoil 
while in the extreme western 
part of the county water is gen­
erally found before you reach 
clay in going down from the top. 

The St. Croix river flows-
through the two northernmost 
townships of the county and 
then for more than fifty miles 
forms the western boundary of 
the county. On the eastern side 
of the river there is a sand strip 
varying in width from one to-
ten miles and extending nearly 
to the head of the river in ad^ 
Joining counties. 

I t is this sand strip which m 
commonly called the ''sand bar­
rens" and which gives so- many 
people an impression that our 
county is a sand county. The 
one railroad in the county runs 
through the sand barrens its en­
tire length, a distance of twelve 
miles and ends at Grantsburg^ 
the couBtv seat, five miles from 
the St. Croix river and on tlie 
-dge of the lî ^avy clay hardwood 
:^^\ui vY tl person ct*mî 'H" In 
! V i>a* (^e^'^ ihe vei'M inu^ of 
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The sand is so spread 
out over the county that 
strangers easily form the 
opinion that the greater 
part of the county is sandy. 
Such is not the c a s e . 
Even old settlers are sur­
prised to find that por­
tions of the county that 
they have looked upon as 
'•̂ sand barrens" contain 
much land that has clay 
enough in the soil to make 
it much heavier than they 
have thought. The uses 
and value of the different 
kinds of land will be dis-
•cussed elsewhere and it 
is sufficient here to say 
that you may come to Bur­
nett county assured that 
you will find the kind of 
soil you want. 

At the present time the 
lands in the hardwood 
portion of the county sell 
for the highest price, the 
meadow lands are next and 
the sand lands are lowest 
in price. 

MARKETS AND RAILROADS. 

Markets are usually* de­
termined by the nearness 
of the settler to a railroad 
and at the present time 
but one railroad has been 
built into the county. 
This is a branch of the 
Northern Pacific running 
from Rush City, Minn., on 
the Duluth Short Line, 
eastward to Grantsburg, 
the county seat of Burnett 
county. The branch is 
seventeen miles long with 
twelve miles of the dis­
tance in Burnett county. 

The "Soo Line" has a 
branch extending f r o m 
Dresser Junction, in Polk 
county, northeastward to 
within three miles of Bur­
nett county. The station at the end of this branch is known as Frederic and is 
eighteen miles southeast of Grantsburg. 

te \\i,' 'O'' ?' ',•' "̂ .̂  "J, *•'. 

WOOD LAKE, SIX MILES SOUTHEAST OF GRANTSBURG. 
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The Chicago. St. Paul, Minne­
apolis & Omaha R. R has a line 
from St. Paul to Duluth passing 
just east of Burnett county. I t 
runs within two miles of the 
southeastern corner of the 
county and is within twelve 
miles of the northeastern cor­
ner. 

There is no part of the county 
that is more than 25 miles away 
from one of these three railroads 
and yet the wagon roads are 
such that the people in the 
northern part of the county find 
it more convenient to go to 
Grantsburg, forty miles away, 
than to cross the swamps, Jakes 
and rivers tha t lie between them 
and the "Omaha" railroad a few 
miles to the east. Grantsburg 
is thus the market town for con­
siderable over half of the coun­
ty at the present time. 

The settlement of the county 
has been in such an increasing 
ratio that the farmer in the re­
mote parts of the county has 
found tha t it was more profit­
able to "sell what he raised to-
the new settler than to take i t 
many miles to a market no bet­
ter than he found right at home. 
Ever since the county was first 
settled there has been a sufficient 
number of lumber camps in op-

\
''^^^^iSP^^^^*^^lf#^^l oration every winter to use all 
~̂I J^"^^^&'*^ 'S^^^I ^^^ ^^^^ products raised by the 

settlers living more than a dozen 
miles from the railroads. Up to 
the present time the farmer 
who has used a little fore­
thought in selecting the crops 
best adabted to his local market 
has found a ready sale for what 
he has raised and the price has 
always been good. Last winter 
the price of potatoes was so high 
tha t i t paid farmers living-
thirty miles from the railroad 
to take this product to the town 
markets. Ordinarily i t has not 

paid to raise potatoes so far away except for the home market. 
Whatever else may be said about the crops which can be raised in Burnet t 

THE JOURNAL OFFICE CORNER P I N E STREET 

AND MADISON AVENUE, GRANTSBURG 
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county the intending settler should not lose sight of the fact that the cow is the 
thing which all must tie to for the most practical results. All kinds of, stock d® 
well and yet there is nothing so 
reliable as the cow. Whether 
the cow farmer works to sell 
beef, butter or cheese the point 
is the same. He must plan his 
crops so that his profit will 
come through the cow. Should 
Burnett county always remain 
isolated from railroads the cow 
will furnish a condensed pro­
duct that can be taken a Jong 
distance to market at little 
cost. 

The man who settles near the 
railroads will find a good market 
for all he raises right from the 
start, but he who goes way back 
must plan for future results or 
a condensed product at the 
start . 

Those who have given the 
subject careful thought are con­
vinced that some day there will 
be more railroads in the county 
than the local people will need, 
as it is the natural route for fu­
ture building of the Chlcago 
St. Paul lines which require an 
outlet to the head of the lakes. 
Our market of the future is one 
tha t must in the "very nature of 
things be the very best in the 
Northwest. I t is very 2food 
now, 

THE RIVERS. 

The water courses of Burnett 
county are well worth consider­
ing. Burnett county is a land 
without poor water I t is filled 
with rivers, creeks, springs and 
lakes of the purest water ever 
known. On page 17 of this book 
is a small map which gives a 
good idea of the water supply of 
the county. As previously stat­
ed, the St. Croix river forms 
more than fifty miles of the 
western boundary of the county. 
There are six other good sized 
rivers in the county. Four of 
these, Namekagon, Y e l l o w , 
Claip and Wood, empty into the 

LOOKING WEST ON MADISON AVENTUE AND SOUTM 

ON P I N E STREET, FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICE. 
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he coutity and all rise in other counties. Totogatic is a branch 
'. Trade river, although it runs more than fifteen miles within 

the borders of the county, rises 
in Polk county and empties into 
the St. Croix in the county in 
which it originates. 

The Totogatic enters the 
county six miles south of the 
northeast corner of the county 
and empties into the Namekagon 
five miles above the mouth of 
the latter. The T o t o g a t i c 

't't^Tl "- Mk'v i\ • '̂ '-181 ^̂  more than forty miles in 
fe'/~ ' 'W' -' •' -'^MMI length and yet but three miles 

of the river is in Burnett county* 
The Namekagon rises in Bay­

field county, foUow ŝ a winding 
course through Sawyer and 
Washburn counties and after 
flowing more than a hundred 
miles empties into the St Croix 
within five miles of the north 
line of Burnett county. This 
river crosses the county line two 
miles south of where the Toto­
gatic enters the county and is 
crooked enough to get about ten 
miles of its waters within the 
county. 

Following the county line 
southward twelve miles Yellow-
river is crossed. This stream 
rises east of Spooner and flows 
a distance of sixty miles before 
it reaches the St. Croix river. 
The mouth is about 15 miles 
southwest of the Namekagon. 

The conrse of the river is to 
the northwest until it 'reaches 
Yellow lake in the center of the 
county. I t then flows through 
both Big and Litt le Yellow 
lakes and turns to the northeast 
a distance of eight miles before 
i t enters the St. Croix. 

Seventeen miles farther down 
the St. Croix is the mouth of the 
Clam river. Twenty miles 
southeast of its mouth i t comes 
out of Clam lake, a tine sheet of 
water, four miles in length and 
a mile wide. Above the lake 
the river consists of numerous 
branches some of them more 

î " 
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SCENE ON CLAM RIVER LOOKING WEST FROM SINCLAIR 

MILES NORTH OF GRANTSBURG 

CROSSING BRIDGE, 17 

than thirty miles long. They drain 
the entire southeastern part of the 
county and come from the counties 
of Polk, Barron and Washburn. 

The mouth of Wood river is fully 
twenty miles southwest of the mouth 
of Clam river. Wood river rises in 
northern Polk county, flows northwest 
and then southwest and runs nearly 
twenty-five miles in the county. I t s 
total length is nearly forty miles. 

Twenty miles down the St. Croix 
from the mouth of Wood river is the 
mouth of Trade river. This stream 
has numerous head waters in Polk 
county and is about thirty-five miles 
in length. I t flows north, east, south­
east and south arid half the distance 
is in Burnett county. 

The peculiar feature of the streams 
of this county is that no matter 
where they may head they all flow 
towards the center of the county and 
after passing the center they turn 
away from each other and empty into 

the St. Croix many miles apart. The 
waters of Wood and Yellow rivers a t 
one place are within ten miles of each 
other and yet their mouths are forty 
miles apart. 

For more than a dozen miles Clam 
and Yellow rivers run parallel, the 
distance apart varying from two to 
four miles. 

AN OLD LAKE BED. 

X\j is easy to believe tha t nearly all 
of Burnett county was at one time a 
great lake, and the swamps, meadows 
and small lakes that now exist were 
the bottoms of the "deep holes" and 
the present streams were channels of 
great currents flowing through the 
great lake. 

This lake, if it ever existed, must 
have been drying up for ages by nat­
ural processes. Within the memory 
of the present residents of the county, 
lakes have changed to marshes, marsh­
es to meadow lands and meadow lands 
have become good dry plow lands. 
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SCENE NEAR T H E MOUTH OF CLAM RIVER LOOKING UP STREAM FROM AIR LINK^ 

SURVEY AND TOWARDS THE RAPIDS. 

Man is at work now continuing this 
drying process and the county is un­
dergoing many changes. There are 
but few swamps in the county that 
will not at some time in the future be 
reclaimed and turned into profitable 
farm land. What is being done along 
this line will be^ touched upon in 
another part of t h i s book. 

LAKES. 

Burnett is a ccjunty filled with lakes 
but the distribution is not even. The 
lakes that at one time were numerous 
in the western part of the county have 
dried up and are classed as swamps. 
But few of these swamps have any 
timber and are more properly called 
meadows. Within fifteen miles of the 
county seat there are more than 
15,000 acres of these meadows perfect­
ly free of timber and requiring noth­
ing but ditching to make the whole 
thing good hay producing land. 

That these meadows were at one 
time lakes i s quite certain. There are 
a number of little lakes scattered 

about through these meadows but 
they are all shalL)w and when t h e 
meadowF. are properly ditched these 
lakes will undoubtedly dry up. 

A line drawn across the map from 
the mouth of Yellow river to the 
mouth of Trade river would so divide 
the county that practically all the 
lakes would be east of tha t line. 

The finest lake in the county, if not 
the finest in the state, is Yellow lake. 
I t s waters are found in eleven differ­
ent sections, the lake being divided 
into two parts. The larger body ol 
water is nearly round and about two 
and a half miles across. I t is filled 
with fish of all kinds,, even to the Lake 
Superior white fish. Should a railroad 
ever touch Yellow lake there is no 
reason why it would not become one 
of the finest sun^mer resorts in the 
West. Other lakes are Webb, Birch 
Island^ McKen^Lie, Sand, Big Sand^ 
Devils, Clam, Mwdhen, Spirit, Wood 
and Trade. Besides these are many 
smaller lakes ecttial in beatity but na i 
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quite so large. The territory between 
the Yellow and Namekagon rivers is 
almost a complete network of lakes 
and directly east of the mouth of 
Yellow river is a" chain of lakes known 
as Loon Lakes. This chain is con­
nected for many miles by inlets and 
outlets Which with the lakes form 
what is known as Loon Greek. 

There is no uniformity in the la..kes 
with the exception that the water is 
pure and there are no stagnant ponds 
in the county. Unfortunately there 
has been no system pursued in naming 
the lakes and in some cases the names 
have been duplicated five or six time&>« 
A very large majority of the lakes 
have portions of tjie shore line which 
are free from grass and rushes, form­
ing a fine beach, but occasionally a 
lake Is fou.nd which has no good shore 
line and a large portion of the surface 
Is covered with lily pads, rushes, 
grasSj etc. Nearly all of the lakes are 
filled with fine fish and into many of 
the lakes run swift little streams in 
which the speckled trout is found. 

The water supply of the coiioty has 
much to do with the climate and so 
marked Is the effect of the lakes in the 
northeastern pari of the county that 

the "no frost" period is frequently a 
month longer than at the county seat. 

While the lakes add much to the 
charms of the county they are not 
without their disadvantages as they 
increase the distance between points 
very materially. This is a disadvan­
tage that time will to a large extent 
overcome. As the CQunty gets closer 
settled more ditching will be done^ 
more roads and bridges will be built 
and the distances will be shortened. 

MAPS OF THE COUNTY. 

For many years it was impossible to 
get a map showing nothing but Bur­
nett county. State maps showed the 
county with the rest of the state but 
failed to giYe the information which 
homeseekers desired. There were no 
details showing roads, small streamSi 
schools, churches, etc. Later a few 
blue print maps were issued but this-, 
supply was soon exhausted. The little 
map which appears on page 17 of this 
book was the only map used to adv^-
tise the county up to the summer of 
1901, when James H Jensen, of Grants­
burg, got out a very complete map in 
three slzt-̂ s. One of these, 2-4x28 inch­
es,: sells for fifty cents, and every per--' 
son who wishes to know, the county 



30 BURNETT COUNTY. WISCONSIN. 

A FIELD. -OF S.OR.&HUM. 



BUENETT COUKTY, WISCONSIN. 31 

;& ^ t^ ^ 

•-^>-gl 

'FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE STARCH FACTORY, MADISON AVENUE, GRANTSBURG, W1S» 

^well should invest in one. I t will be 
•̂ sent postpaid to any address in the 
United States or Canada for fifty 
•^cents. Address, Secretary of Board of 
Immigration, Grantsburg, Wis. 

The cost of this map makes it im­
possible to seed it out with this book, 
therefore the little map is inserted 
•and described in such a way that the 
^description may apply to -either map, 
:Both maps are numbered down the 
right hand side to show the number 
'•of the townships and across the bot-
•torn to show the numbers of the 
ranges. The ranges run north and 
-".-south and the townships east and 
west. To many almost any part of 
the county Is as well known by num-
^ber as by name. There is, perhaps, 
but one exception to this rule and 
t h a t is township 37, range 18, which 
i s the only town in the county which 

• -consists of but one congressional town-
•ship. That is known as Trade Lake 
^and is the name of the . town and also 
-of the postoffice in the town. When 
.referred to by number it Is spoken 
••of as "Town3M8." 

Each township is six miles wide 
•north and south and each range is six 
.miles wide east and west. Wherever 

a township and range cross the terri­
tory thus Intersected consists of thir­
ty-six sections each, a mile square and 
these thirty-six sections are known as 
a congressional township„ To dis­
tinguish them the number of the tier 
of townships and the number of the 
row of ranges is both given. Trade 
Lake is in (37) the township whicli 
ciosses Burnett county on its southern 
edge and it is in (18) the fifth row of 
ranges from the eastern side, hence it 
takes the number of both, 37--18, 

In Burnett county there* are twenty 
full and ten fractional congressional 
townships. Of the fractional town-
shipj four are nearly full size, two are 
about half size, one cootaios but a few 
acres and the other three have but 
two or three sections. 

LAND OFFICES. 

That part of the county north of 
township 40 is in what is known as 
the Ashland Land Office District. All 
south of township 41 belongs to the 
Eau Claire District, All business re­
lating to government lands in the 
county has to pass through the land 
office at Ashland or Eau Claire before 
being sent to Washington. Almost 

.any m.atter .relating to the govern-
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ment lands, especially entries and 
final proofs, can be handkd thr-ough 
the offices of the county judge or clerk 
of courts at the county s^at and seek­
ers after government,land in this part 
of the county are not obliged to go to 
Ashland or Eau Clai re. 

Business relating to state lands is 
transacted through the State Land 
Department at Madison. These lands 
at The present time are withdrawn 
from market. 

The only railroad land in the county 
is owned by the Chicago, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis & Omaha Railroad The 

business is handled through G. W. 
Bell, Land Commh^sioner, Hudson, 
Wis. 

There is more or less land in the 
county owned by speculators. Some 
of this land is for sale and has been 
listed with real estate dealers. The 
largest amount of land controlled by 
one firm is what is known as the 
' 'Baker Lands" and these are handled 
principally through the CushingLand 
Agency, of St. Jroix Falls^ Wis. 

The Secretary of the Board of Im­
migration at Grantsburg endeavors to 
keep posted on all tUe laods of the 
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county and alms to supply all In 
-quiriers with information when re-
-quested but he has no lime to answer 
questions^which are answered in this 
book. • Do not write to him for in­
formation until after having carefully 
read every part of it. He has been a 
resident of the county for seven years 
•and has made a careful study of the 
county and yet there are portions of 
It which he has not visited and can 
describe in no other way except from 
hearsay. He has been in every part 
•of the county except the four towns 
3 0 the extreme noitheni part of the 
county, town 41 and 42 ranges 14 -15, 
' A resident of 41-24 has furnished a 
'description of this part of the county 
..and we make room for it here under 
the heading of 

NORTHERN BURNETT, 

L " I t is comparatively a short time 
since the northern tiers of townships 
in Burnet t county attracted the at­
tention of the homeseeker. 
l^^'While a few of the oldest settlers 
liave lived in this section of the coun­
ty four or five years^ the largest pro­
portion of them have not been there 
more than two or three years. Geo-
•erally these settlers are men of thrift 
.and i ndustry and have set about the 
task of transforming the wilderness 
into comfortable homes with inde­

fatigable determatioOj and where a 
few years ago there was one oobrokea 
stretch of forest there are now found 
innumerable fields of corn, oats, pota­
toes and all kinds of garden veg­
etables. 

^'Experiments w êre made last year 
by a number of farmers in the locality 
with peanuts, alfalfa and broomcorn, 
on a small scale, and the successes at­
tained with each one of these pro­
ducts was such as to Induce these 
farmers to continue the experiments 
this season on a much larger basis. 
The outcome of these efforts is h^mg 
watched with much interest. ShoiiM 
it be found that any one of the abo?e 
named commodities could be success­
fully produced in this county it would 
mark it as destined to soon becfiiiie 
one of the most wealthy counties m 
the northern part of Wisconsin. 
. "Generally the soil in the northeri! 
part of the county is of a sandy na­
ture with a mixture of about thirty 
per cent clay. The predominant 
timber found here is jack pine, but la 
places this is quite heavily inter-
spersed with scrub oak and poppl-e; 
where the oak and popple abouads 
there is usually found a subsoil of re i 
clay underlaid with gravel. This sub­
soil varies in depth from one to four 
feet from the surface of the ground* 
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One favorable characteristic of the 
soil here is that it mill stand an un­
usual amount of dry weather and dor-
log" the severe dry spells of the-past 
two seasons when crops were suffering 
for want of moisture on clay scjils^ 
they were fresh and green here; dur­
ing these drouths at oo time was the 
earth dry more than two inches below 
the surface—proving conclusively that 
this sol! is admirably adapted for re-
.taipJng moisture. With few ex­
ceptions the lands of northern Bur­
nett county are free fr̂  m stones» 

'̂̂ Lakes of all descriptions abound 
and the homesteader who has no lake 
froDt at his place of residence is out 
of style here. All these bodies of 
water (even to the smallest) are alive 
with fish, affording a source of food 
supply to the settler during the first 
year or two of his pioneer life, seldom 
found in a new country, 

"The largest and most notable of 
the lakes in the northern part of the 
30unty are Sand lake^ Oak lake^ Birch. 
Island lake. Fish lake, Lilly lake^ 
Nicabaicn lake, Lost lakes, Frog lake. 
Bear lake, Webb lake. Sucker lak|, 
L@iiglake, Twenty^sixth laKe, CrookW& 
lake^ Loan lake. Staples lake, and 
efee Love lake. Most of these lakes 

are without outlets, although a few of 
the langer ones drain into the Name-
kagoO' river. Chief among the last 
named are the Lost lakes, of whlrh 
Lilly lake Is the first io the ^'hmir, 
this empties Into Nicabalcn. Nie-
abaicQ drains into the first and lyrgehi 
of the Lost lakes, and from this tliere 
is a cootlnoous outlet through several 
smaller Jakes into the Napiekagon 
The fall between the source a u oiifj-
let of this chain of lakes is s n ^ n e n t 
to afford a good drainn'^e and rinich oi 
the adjacent land which is mm too 
wet t« be cultivated, will a few years 
hence be rich meadows and fields, the 
fertility of which will be well mgh 
inexhaustable» Another stretch ot 
country that will beoome valuable by 
means of drainage Is that lying con­
tiguous to Webb lake. Here^ as in 
the first iostaocCj the fall is ample to 
drain nearly, If. Dot all, the Iĉ w lands 
sufficieotly to make them tillable. 
Further west many of the low and 
wet laods can- be drained Into the St. 
Croix river. A very important factor 
io connection with the drainage 
question Is tha t all these lands can be 
dried op at a very nominal costo 

" I D the vicinity of B ^ r Lake an 
uplift of black trap rock has been dis-
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covered, and while it is hard to say 
what the extent of thisi ledge may be, 
the surface indications are I hat enough 
granite can be taken out to furnish 
building material for many years to 
come. Building rock is also found 
along the Namakagon river and 
aroood many of the lakes. 

^'Vacant government ^ lands are 
about a thing of the past in the north­
ern portion of the county^ although 
there are a few choice quarter sections 
left untaken. These can be located 
for the new comer by surrounding set­
tlers without much cost as many of 
these lands have recently been sur­
veyed by the county surveyor. As 
with the government lands, the rail­
road lands are nearly all sold, and the 
intending purchaser of cheap lands 
should be on the ground at once in 
order to come in on the home run." 

DESCRIBED BY TOWNSHIPS. 
There Is no better way to Impart in­

formation about the county than to 
describe It by townships. The home-
seeker after reading the descriptions 
can pick out the part of the county 
which he most cares to examine and 
do his investigating quickly and econ­
omically. 

TOWNHHIP 42-14. 
This is a full township in the ex­

treme northeastern part of the county, 
has the least actual residents in it and 
the most railroad land for sale. There 
is some vacant government land and 
about 1,000 acres of land owned by 
the state. The St. Crolx^ Namekagon 
and Totogatic rivers are found in this 
town and along the St. Croix bottoms 
there Is much swamp land. The soil 
is lighter in character than the next 
town to the we^ t̂. The lakes are all 
small and few in number and oo the 
east side of the St. Croix the streams 
are all short. On the west side of the 
St. Croix there are two large creeks^ 
more lakes and more clay and stone* 
Douglas county lies just north of this 
township with Washburn county on 
the east. West of i t is 

TOJHWSHIP 4-?-1.5. 

And the two form the nf)rthern bound­
ary of the county. The west line of 
42-15 is also the state and county line* 
The most important streams in 42-15 
are Chases Brook and Upper Tama-
rac Creek which have been Important 
lumbering streams. There area num­
ber of other good creeks and many 
swamps as well as hills. Big Island is 
in this town. At the present time 
there is considerable interest aroused 
in copper discoveries here but accur-
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ate information^jabout what has been 
foood is hard to obtain. Yery large 
stories have been told of the great 
wealth already discovered and it Js 
not improbable that this corner of the 
country may develop into a great 
mioing district. The soil here is 
pretty good in plac.es and many home­
steads have been taken but it is not 
possible to get any figures regarding 
the population of this township or of 
the one to the east. I t is safe to say 
tha t they are the least developed 
along agricultural lines of an}' towns 
in the county. The St. Croix river 
crosses the southern tier of sections 
of 42-15 and at the southwest corner 
of the town begins to form the county 
and state line. Right here on the 
Wisconsin side is found a few acres of 

TOWNSHIP 42-16 
But so little of this township is in this 
state that few people in the county 
know that any of it is on.the east side 
of the river. 

TOWNHHIP 41-14 
Contains Webb Lake as its one im­
portant point known to the old time 
lumberman. I t is one of the large 
lakes of the county. The Namekagon 
river runs across the northeast corner 
of the town and McDowell postoffice 
Is in the southeastern corner. A 

CREAMERY 

school house is located near this post-
office. 

TOWNSHIP 41-1.5 
Is the next to the west. This also ha& 

...a postoffice. I t is _.,kriown as Swiss* 
Many new settlers'^ have moved into-
this town within two years. At this 
point Is located the finest herd of 
blooded cattle in the county. They 
are of the Brown Swiss breed and it is-
from this herd that the postoffice de­
rives, its name. A school house is lo-
cated near the po^toffice within a mile-
of the St. Croix river. Loon creek 
and Loon Lakes are also In this town 
as well as in 

TOWNSHIP 41-16 

The next township to the west. This 
is a fiactional township containing 
over twenty sections and near the 
center Is the mouth of Yellow river 
which receives the waters of Loon 
creek but a few rods above where i t 
discharges Its waters into the SL 
Croix About a mile above this point 
on the St. Croix is an Inoian village; 
which is the home of Alex MatroiS' 
whose picture is found on page 4 of 
tlii^ book. These Indians are quite 
civilized, have a school and church 
and many of them are citizens and 
very iiidustrious. They are consid­
ered among th3 best hands which caii 

http://plac.es
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be secured for driving logs and are 
good men in the woods. There are 
two very fine^ water powers .here. That 
on Loon creek has sufficient fall to be 
classed as an actual waterfall while 
. that on Yellow river comes under the 
head of rapids. There is considerable 
land here owned by speculators but on 
the west side of Yellow river are a 
number of farmers, some of them ha v. 
ing taken homesteads there within 
two or three years. The Clendenning 
brothers have been located in this 
town a numbef of years as farmers and 
lumbermen and the crops which they 
have 'raised furnhsh ample proof that 
the soil is very productive. 

TOWNSHIP 41-17, 

Is the next one to the west. All but 
about 2,000 acres of this town is on the 
Minnesota side of the river. I t con­
tains a number of new settlers who 
have been there long enough to know 
that food crops can be raised. This 
completes the list of towns which are 
located in the Ashland Land Office 
District. The line between towns 40 
and 41 Is what is known tc* surveyors 
as a correcton line and the sections 
north of this line are In this ca^e 
three-quarters of a mile further west 

WOOD RIYER CREAMERY. 

than the same numbered sections 
south of the line. 

TOWNSHIP 40-U 

In this town are no riv. rs and few 
crcf ks but there, are many fine lakes 
and a larî -e number of swamps which 
can be drained to advantage. McKen-
zie and Birch Island Lakes are the 
largest bodies (»f water found here. 
Birch Island is an established post-
office and the postoffice department 
has authorized the establishment of 
another to be known as Gaslyn. Some 
ver-y well-to-do farujeis live in this 
town and some parts of it has a very 
h( avy clay sub-soil. No finer corn has 
ever been raised in the corn states 
than has been grown right in this 
town. A school house is one of the 
substantial improvements and one of 
thelargest sawmills in the county is 
located on Lake Gaslyn near the 
southern edge. There is very little 
government, railroad or state land 
left and the residents are not offering 
any land for sale at low prices. The 
nearest railroad station is Spooner on 
the Omaha road and it is an easy mat­
ter to make a trip to town and back 
the same day. 
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TOWNSHIP 40-15 
This Is also a town without a rivf'r 

but Loon creek touches the northern 
edge of it. Sand Lake is the largest 
lake and it Iŝ  a rnagniffcent sheet of 
water. Th'Te are two school houses, 
a sawmill and pretty good roads. The 
southwestern corner has the heaviest 
land but there Is not a settler In the 
town who is not ready to swear that 
the soil on his farm will raise crops 
good enough for anyone. A large 
majority of the residents of this town 
have been long enough on their claims 
to secure title to the same and there 
are several good farms for sale. There 
Is very little state, railroad or govern­
ment land in the town. 

TOWNSHIP 40-16 
In this town the extremes meet. 

There is no finer land in Wisconsin 
than the greater part of tlie southern 
half of this town and there are a few 
forties in the northern half that will 
never be very valuable. By contrast 

they are quPe poor. On the whole 
this town will a%^erage above almost 
any town in the county. The post-
offices are Oakland and Orange and 
there are several good school houses. 
Yellow lake IS in the southwest cor­
ner, Devils lake Is on the south side-
and Loon Lakes are found in the 
northern part. There are many other 
fine lakes. Yellow river touches the 
S(»uthwest corner and flows through 
four sections in the northwestern 
part. The early settlers have been io 
this town for fifteen years. There Is 
no railroad land in this town. There 
i« some government land which Is 
mostly sandy but there is a little clay 
land which can be entered although it 
Is more hilly than some people care to 
farm. Orange postoffice Is the distri­
buting point for six other postoffices 
and there must be more than 100 
patrons of the office. There Is consid­
erable hardwood land in the southern 
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part of the town and take It all In all 
i t is a pretty hard town to beat. 
Farms that are offered for sale are 
held, as high as $8 and $10 per acre 
with the value of improvements added, 

TOWNSHIP 40.17, 
The central portion of this town­

ship is very high and quite sandy. I t 
is crossed by two ' t o t e " roads that 
run through the poore.-t part of the 
township and have been used for forty 
years by lumbermen going to their 
camps from the railroads. The large 
majority of people who travelel these 
roads for years have always said this 
was one of the poorest spots in Amer­
ica and would not be settled in a 
thousand years. They knew nothing 
of the desirable lands just "off the 
road," and judged the unseen by the 
seen. 

The St Croix river forms over half 
the northern boundary line, Clam 
river runs along the western edge for 
three miles and Yellow Lake and Yel­
low river furnish a magnificent water 
supply in the eastern part of the 
town. Bluff and Bass lakes, Doty 
Brook and a number of un-named 

spring brooks In different parts add to 
the attractiveness of the township. 

On page 27 Is a partial description 
of Yellow Lake and on pages 42 and 43 
are two picturesof the same lake. The 
main lake covers about 1,000 acres in 
the southeastern corner in sections 25 
and 36. Litt le Yellow Lake covers 
about 500 acres in sections 28, 24, 25 
and 26. Yellow River flows through 
both lakes. The picture on page 42 
shows the little lake In the middle 
foreground with the larger lake in the 
distance, looking through the opening 
between the lakes The scene on page 
43 Is along the shore near Yeteran 
postoffice. 

These pictures with the hunting 
party on this page give a good idea ot 
the growth of trees and other vegeta­
tion along the shore. In this part of 
the township there are some very fine 
hardwood trees and considerable clay 
and swamp land. In 1887 Capt. D. W. 
Fox located in this town on the shore 
of the lake. At that time the only 
other settlement in the town was In 
the northwest corner in section 6.. 
The St. J jhn la aber cimp a n l stop-
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ping place was located there where 
one of the ' t o t e roads" crossed the St. 
Croix river. The only other settler in 
this town for many years was David 
Sinclair in section 19. A part of the 
buildings he occupied areshownin the 
picture on page 26. The large pine 
tree seen In the center of that picture 
stands near the west line of the town­
ship. 

Up to June, 1900, there were but five 
families living in that part of the 
township north of the southern tier 
of sections. The diagram shown on 
page 44 shows the amount of govern­
ment land there subject to entry at 
tha t time. The diagram on page 45 
shows what was still vacant just two 
years later and a comparison will give 
a good idea of how rapidly the town 
has been settled. 

The rush for tilings In this town be­
gan In the early spring of 1901 when 
several women who had been brought 
up in the sandiest part of Minnesota 
and were not afraid of light soil came 
over t o see what the county was liRe. 
They were so well pleased that they 
filed, went home, did missionary work 

and sent others to take up land in t h e 
same town. Within six months twen­
ty women from Minnesota secureJ 
homesteads and they are now getting 
settled in their n^w homes. These 
women are all single. Some of them 
are widows with families but the ma­
jority of them are Minnesota school 
teachers. These are less than half of 
those who have taken claims there 
during the past year a id before this 
book has found its way into general 
circulation the remaining land will 
have been taken. 

The new settlers are opening up 
their farms and have already made a 
good showing. There is some deeded 
land In the town for sale and nearly 
2,000 acres of state land yet to be of­
fered. 

Yeteran postoffice ha«i been estab­
lished several years and two other 
offices are about to be located. There 
is some clay land and considerable 
meadow. The majority of the town­
ship is sandy but qui e level. The 
Milwaukee air line survey touches the 
northwest part and the old Burlingtoo 
survey lu is through the eastern part^ 
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The prospect for a railroad through 
here some day is good. 

TOWNSHIP 40-18. 
About half of this township Is in 

Minnesota, the St. Croix river forming 
the divlson line across the entire 
town. One-third of the part tha t is 
in Wisconsin is a big swamp along the 
river and the rest Is level sand land 
reaching almost down to the Big 
Meadows farther south. Up to 1901 
there were no settlers in this town ex­
cept a few families In the extreme 
southwestern part. The entire re­
maining portion of the town was 
either government or swamp land, 
part of the latter being owned by 
speculators. Now there Is not over 
600 acr( s left In the town subject to 
homestead entry, 25 filings having 
been made since 1900 Two postoffices 
are about to be established here and a 
store and school will be in operation 
in the near future. 

The large swamp along the river Is 
filled with many kinds of small limber 
which may in time have a value. The 
greater part of this is owned by the 
state and when it will be offered for 

sale can only be guessed at. The 
swamp isofilled with some very .fine 
springs whlch'|keep. the ground wet 
and no doubt when they are brought 
under control the swamp may be dried 
out and cultivated. 

The Air Line survey runs through 
this town and should the road ever 
be built this swamp could be utilized 
for the cultivation of celery and in 
time rival the celery fields of any part 
of the world. At the present time 
the swamp is looked upon as almost 
worthless but i t contains possibilities, 
which capital may develop into great 
wealth. 

Town 40, ranges 17 and 18, are the 
youngest towns in the county so far as. 
settlement is concerned, and have 
been taken up by a|class of people who 
are determined to see what hard 
work, brains and money can accom­
plish in the development of a great 
variety of conditions 

The Clam river near the St. Clair 
bridge furnishes a splendid chance for 
the development of electric power 
when a use is found for it. There is a 
fine rapidS'below theJ^Sinclalr bridge 
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with several chances to put in dams 
and get a good head. At the bridge it 
would be possible to put in a twenty 
foot dam and the reservoir above 
would be several miles in extent. An 
electric line built on the Air Line sur­
vey would pass close enough to this 
point to utilize the power as a feeder. 
Nearly three miles of Clam river is 
found in 40-18. 

TOWNSHIP 40-19. 
Less than 1,000 acres of this town­

ship is on the Wisconsin side of the 
St. Croix. The Wisconsin part is all 
found In sections 25, 35 and 36. I t ex­
tends from what U known as Norway 
Point to the head of the rapids and 
the character of the land is upland 
sand and river bottom. 

TOWNSHIP 39 14. 
This township is the northern one 

of the three that form the town of 
Rusk. The Yellow river crosses the 

entire town east and west and the 
northern half is well supplied with 
lakes the largest and most important 
one being Rice lake. Aaron postoffice 
is located in the southern part on 
section 34 and there is a good school 
house a half mile north. The soil in 
this town is on the whole very good, 
no better farms being found anywhere 
than in the southern part. The nor­
thern part is more newly settled and 
does not show up to as good an ad­
vantage. 

TOWNSHIP 39-15. 
Half of this township is in the town 

of LaFoUette and half in Meenon. 
The Yellow river crosses it from east 
to west and can be followed nearly a 
dozen miles in the township, the 
course being first southwest and then 
northwest. Big Sand lake, a mag­
nificent sheet of water, is found in the 
southern part ot the town surrounded 
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from 15 to 25 miles northeast of the by other smaller lakes. Dongola post-
office is located In section 8, near the 
northwest corner. There is a school 
house about a mile south of the post-
office. There Is practically no govern­
ment land left in this township but 
there is over 2,000 acres of withdrawn 
state land. In both 39-14 and 39-15 
there is some railroad land for sale as 
well as wild and improved faring now 
owned by individuals. T*toe soil is 
mucU alike in both towns the better 
part in 39-15 being found in the north­
western part, 

TOWNSHIP 39-16, 
Burnett county Is so irregularly 

shaped tha t it would take a skilled 
aiathematician to figure out exactly 
where the exact geographical center 
is located. Whether you figure by dis­
tance or by area the center is always 
located in or near 3946, anywhere 

present county seat. Ten years ago 
there was hardly a settler in this town. 
Seven years ago the first store was 
started. Six years ago a school house 
was built and the first postoffice was 
established. 

Now there are three stores, three 
postoffices, two school houses, a church, 
a creamery (see page 46), a sawmili 
and many fine farms. Although class­
ed as a sand township there is no part 
of the county tha t shows up a more 
uniform subsoil and raises any better 
crops. 

Both Yellow and Clam rivers flow 
through this town from east to west 
and i t is in this town that they come 
the closest together. Clam lake is in 
the southeastern part, Yellow lake 
touches the northwest corner; Devils 
lake is on the north line and Bass and 



46 BURNETT COLNTY WISCONSIN 

WEBSTER CREAMERY. 

Mckerel lakes are on the east side be­
tween the rivers. Webster postoffice, 
•creamery and store are in section 9, 
near the northwestern part; Kruger Is 
in 21 near the center and April (a 
newly established office) is in 33 near 
the south line, Webster and Kruger 
receive daily mail. Several railroads 
have been surveyed through this 
township and when one is built and 
the full agricultural resources devel­
oped no town in the county will stand 
..ahead of this one in farming wealth, 

TOWNSHIP 39-17, 
This township is without lakes yet 

ft contains many meadows that at 
one time undoubtedly were lakes. 
Clam river crosses it from east to west-
and Black Brook crosses the south­
eastern part, flowing northwest into 
Olam river. Karlsborg postoffice and 
school house -are located near the 
south line in section 27 and Perlda 
postoffice and school house are In the 
northern par t In section 3. The third 
school house will be boilt In the near 
fufcurCj on the west side. 

The northern part of this township 
is more sa ndy than the southern which 
Is largely meadow. There is mere 
Btate land In this than in "any other 
township in the county the exact lo­

cation of it hei::g sh'jwn on page 15 of 
this book. 

Wild land in the southwestern part 
of the town has sold as high as $15.00 
per acre while In the northwestern 
corner there was at the same time 
vacant government land. This Indi­
cates that there is a difference in the 
value of the different parts of the 
town. A portion of the Big Meadows 
Is located in this town. 

TOWNSHIP 39-18. 
This town contains the greater part 

'of the Big Meadows. A more detailed 
description of them appears farther 
on in the book with appropriate illus­
trations, They were one time extea-
sive cranberry marshes but the vines 
were, destroyed by fire and the control 
of the water supply not being good the 
industry died out and the lands were 
sold for taxes. Now they are beiDg 
ditched and turned into good farms« 

Although this township contains 
twenty dollar an acre land there is at 
this date, June 10, 1902, no part of the 
county where there is to be found so 
ffl.uch government land to a body as 
lo the northern part around the ia: ad 
of the Big Meadows. I t is practically 
devoid of timber except small oak 
trees and underbrush but will make 
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good farms, easily cleared and the new 
settler can get plenty of fuel and 
•tailding timber from their neighbors. 
The swampy land surrounding it has 
.made it difficult to reach and would-
be homesteaders have passed i t by 
without looking at It much until now. 
I t is being taken up.quite rapidly. 

TOWNSHIP 89^19. 
This township is on the western 

side of the county opposite the mouths 
•of Snake-and Kettle rivers, two im-
.portant Minnesota streams emptying 
Into the St, Croix river. About one-
fourth of this township is on the Mio- • 
iiesota side. 

With the exception of where the 
Big Meadows touch it on the 3ast and 
the southeastern corner this Is an ex­
clusive upland township. There is 

. :Some bottom land along the St. Croix 
river. Almost anywhere you dig you 
will find water within six or eight feet 
•of the surface and the farmers who 
..give some thought to their work, plant 
crops and handle them so that a large 
benefit is derived from the water so 
.near the top. 

EKdall postoffice is located in, the 
southern part oo section 12, Near 
.there is also a church and school 

house. In section 28 there is another 
school house. 

Along the western boundary of this 
township In a distance of about six 
miles the St. Croix river has a fall of 
fifty feet making one of the finest 
water powers in the northwest. I t is 
being carefully surveyed by a wealthy 
corporation and it is supposed tha t 
the men who are interested intend to 
develop it for electrical power^ utili.z» 
log it for an electric railway between 
St. Paul and Superior. 

At the foot of the rapids, near the 
southwest cornel of the township is a 
partially developed copper mine which 
has also shown indications of silver. 
At the present time It is flooded with 
water and the corporation Interested 
io the water power has an option on 
the mine and power which does not 
expire until 1903. This option pre­
vents the owners from going ahead 
with the w^ork and it may be many 
months before the actual value of the 
.mine will be known, 

TOWNSHIP 38-.14, 
This is the central part of the town 

of. Rusk and Is a comparatively eld 
settled portion of the county, Al» 
thougii it has but one postoffice^ 
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Dorao, it has three school houses with-
io its boundary lines and two other 
joint districts. 

I t is well watered with numerous 
small streams and has several little 
lakes. Within a few months many of 
the older settlers here have been sell-
iog OLt to well-to-do farmers from the 
prairie states_and have in many cases 
removed to the more remote parts of 
Burnett County» Nearly half of the 
new settlers in township 40-18 have 
come from this part of the cooDty. 
Til ere are many very excellent and 
well developed farms here. The 
Chicago, Ste Paul^ Minneapolis & 
Omaha railroad runs withiri six miles 
of this township and the settlers do 
practically all of their trading in Shell 
Lake In Washburn County. 

TOWNSHIP 38-15. 
This, with a half township north 

and a half township on the west, forms 
the youngest town government in the 
county. I t is known as LaFollette, " 
being the second town in the county 
to be named after the man who was 
governor of the state when the town 
was organized. 

I t has two postoffic^i Coomer lo 
the southwestern part ^ d Hertel in 
the northeastern. June^ in the nor­
thern part, is at the present time dis­

continued because no one could be 
found willing to act as postmaster. 

There are three school houses and 
several saw mills. I t is crossed by 
several branches of Clam river and is 
well supplied with lakes, the principal 
ones belDg Pokegama, Big Sand, Yiola, 
Waroer's and Spencer, In this town 
a large majority of the settlers are 
American born, of American born 
pareots^ Some of the settlers have 
lived there for many years. They 
early discovered a few sections in the 
southern part that were much better 
than the surrounding country for 
farmlDg and they went in there and 
began work when lumbering on the 
adjolDlng lands was the only indus­
try thought worth following. They 
have always had a good home market 
and have done well. 

Later day settlers have now taken 
up the lands from which the pine was 
cut so long ago and within a few 
months the railroad company has 
closed out the greater part of Itslands 
to prairie farmers who are moving in 
with more capital than any of the 
early settlers ever dreamed would be 
brought into the entire county. This 
town will be one of the best io the 
county as It has al.l the natural re» 
source. 
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ALSTAD CEEAMRKY 

• I t has 008 industry thesucessful de­
velopment of which will mean much 
to all this part of rhe state. If it 
proves to be all that its projectors 
hope for it. other parts of the county 
will also take it up aijci try it. The 
raising of cultivated cranberries is 
referred to. 

S. .H. Waterman & Son, of Cumber­
land, have spent much money here 
in getting started and when the whole 
work is completed will have over 100 
acres uoder cultivation. The average 
profit per acre from a perfect cran­
berry marsh is more than $200 per 
year and has been known to run as 
high as $1,000. I t takes about five 
years to get an acre Into bearing and 
the cost Is about the price of one good 
crop, therefore men without capital 
can not engage in the business. 

They have dammed Pokegama creek 
and raised the water in Pokegama 
lake several t^et, thii^ form!Df? a fine 
le^ervoir. 
river tlicj/ I 
eraobei r«t"-
1 :«l ^ y p p i i ^ 

the f^roi-r i 
plan t ing is 

fjct^'eefi i :se ' ' ike findCL! 
1HY-- ckf'rec! <iA(l ' •'• out 

ars oi.] 'j. '.riM,-:; ^\\AI\ 

l io i? '^ : ! i id ^ ' .1 .' !i. '»r- - . ' t i l 

1 i h r / l l l , .*3. l \ i e U ' ill 

abo II) C''".ilni inio ne.* 

il'd Vn lUuB til ^ " - * I !^ wi l l \ t 

^i^^iole to teli ^iiv^thi g 'u'^ut t^ie 
"- tjco ^ wbioli r n s n i >\pt' toi. Yî '̂ -
' >.̂  lo riK c'OLM •- ^\ , ' nia'^e ar 
ê i )̂  I to ŝ  e t h i - . h i " , w >t uj»i e^t:-
Txiiut l̂ow g 'ed ta f/c »eri *'*£ ..m^^^. 
Lu^^rpiises would be u> "be C-̂ UP \ 
Ail that IS lacking t ^et ^apiia] t-
her- tor that kind ol w )rk JS an Inte. 
ogent understanding ot \^hat may oc 
accomplished and coofid'^oce m the 
results. 

I t is confidentially expected by many 
of the residents of this township tha t 
the 'SSoo Line'' will build through 
their town ici the near future and if 
it does LaFollette will certainly boom 
io fine shape as it is all right natur­
ally. 

TOWNSHIP 38-16. 
The eastern half of this township is 

In the town of La Follette and the 
western half is a part of the town of 
Wood Lake. The main body of Clarii 
Lakf̂  lb io theea^tern half and touches 
ci'j^o oiffercul sectloiis In the oortb-
ern pan . Tw*. lorkn ' t tlî ^ Clam river 
.ii'^ found if] \j ^ .̂ f̂ iirliT-Lisiê n pare 
.^e',r toe c ot ! uf tb'- toviis^^ip iJ, 
Loiii/L ike. L ' .uw L'lk^̂  is ia the 
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southwestern corner. Doctor's Lake 
and Crooked Lake are in the north­
western part. Clear and Little Sand 
Lakes are also good sized bodies of 
water near the center. Besides there 
are several other small lakes and 
streams which go to make this a well 
watered township. 

Three good school houses are located 
IQ this township and May postoffice is 
on the eastern shore of Clam Lake. 
Several railroad lines have been sur­
veyed to cross this township and the 
southwest corner is within six miles 
of the new town of Frederic on the 
•̂ 'Soo Line." 

Like all other parts of the county 
th is township is '^spotted" in the 
character of the soil. I t contains 
some of the finest farming land in the 
county and some of the poorest, but 
•on the whole i t ranks up among the 
very best and its central location is 
destined to make it a very Important 
town when the country Is fully de­
veloped. 

An old ' t o t e road" crosses the town 
diagonally from the northwest to the 
"Southeast, following the sand ridges 
;and those who have followed this have 
^ very poor impression of the locality 
^nd are not aware that a few rods 
away from the road it is possible to 

turn up clay witn tlie plow. There 
are clover fields in this town that are 
equal to anything grown anywhere. 

On the first of August 1902, there 
was less than 300 acres of vacant gov­
ernment land left in the township. 
The lands owned by the slate do not 
amount to one section and the rail­
road company has sold near y all its 
holdings here. There are a number 
of partly improved farms tor sale and 
the prices are reasonable, but on the 
whole the residents of the township 
do not care to dispose of th t i r prop­
erty as they are satisfied that they 
can not get equally as good farms else­
where without paying what Is here 
considered aslancy prices. 

TOWNSHIP 38-17. 
This is the central township of the 

town of Wood Lake. I t has two 
creameries, Falun and Doctor's Lake; 
two postoffices, Falun and Siren, and 
several churches and schc-ol houses. 

Diamond and Mud Hen Lakes are 
located near the center and the latter 
is one of the best lakes for fish In the 
county. The Wood Lake town hall is 
located between these lakes. 

Black Brook and the North Fork of 
Wood River have their heads in this 
township and Wood River crosses the 
southwestern part. The greater part 
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of this town is heavy clay soil covered 
with a good growth of hardwood and 
there are many well developed farms. 
At Falun postoffice on the western 
edge there is a small woolen factory, a 
carding mill, a tannery, a creamery, 
two stores, churches, a school hou^e, 
a number of nice residences and other 
little business enterprises that go to 
make up a small village. There were 
three descriptions of vacant govern­
ment land left in this township when 
this was written. The state owns 
about half a section, the railroad com­
pany none and prices range from $5.00 
to $40.00 an acre according to quality 
and improvements. There are some 
very fine meadow lands in the north­
western part. 

TOWNSHIP 38-18. 

Sections one, two and three of this 
township are a part of the township 
of Marshland, the western half of the 
township is in the town of Grantsburg 
and the remaining fifteen sections are 
a part of the town of Wood Lake. 

Freya postoffice is located in Marsh­
land and Wood Lake and Alpha post-
offices are in Wood Lake. Wood and 
Lit t le Wood are the only lakes of Im­
portance in the township and they 
are in the southeastern part. North 

Fork and Wood rivers are the princi­
pal streams. 

The northeastern part has several 
thousand acres of magnificent mea­
dows and the southern part is all 
heavy hardwood clay land. In the 
northwestern part there is some sand 
land. There is also a little along the 
Wood River. Here In many cases the 
clay and sand is so nicely divided as to 
make farms combining all the advan­
tages of the two kinds of soil with 
fine meadows. Farmers who keep 
stock, patronize the creameries and 
raise potatoes are growing rich. The 
character of their buildings can be 
seen by refering to the pictures,on 
pages six and eight. 

There are five school houses and 
several churches in this township. 
A store at Alpha postoffice and one at 
Freya do a good business. There is a 
water power saw and grist mill at 
Wood Lake postoffice and a steam saw 
mill in the northwestern part. The 
farmers are all prosperous and con­
tented. 

Wood River flows through Wood 
Lake which Is a very pretty body of 
water. This lake is the nearest one 
of any size to the village of Grants­
burg and Is well patronized by pleas­
ure seekers during the summer 
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months. A picture of il can be seen 
on page 21. 

The state owiis about a section of 
land in this township and there a.re 
one or two vacant forties of govern­
ment land. There is no railroad land 
and but little belonging to speculators. 

lOWKBI i iP 38-iy. 

In this township is located the vil­
lage of Grantsburg. The village lo~ 
ciudesiali of section 14, the north half 
of section 23, four forties along the 
east side of section 15 and an eighty 
in section 22 making 1,200 acres inside 
the limits. The business portion is 
situated near the center of section 
14. The balance of the township is a 
nart of the town of Grantsburg, a 
separate corporation from.. the village 
of Grantsburg, consisting of nearly 
four townships. 

The township in which the village 
is located is crossed by the Wood 
River which has as one of its branches 
Hay Creek, the principal outlet to the 
Big Meadows. Another small stream 
touches this township in the south­
eastern corner. I t is known as Canute 
Brook [and its wateis are Known to 
possess high medicinal properties. 
Several people who have gone to the 
famous mioeral springs at West 
.Eadeo have also used this water for 

the same dise<i£es andfound the action 
the same. A careful analysis of this 
water might bring results which 
would warrant capital in takirg hold 
and developing an institution fully 

• equal to any of the fame us health re­
sorts. 

The eastern half of this township 
sooth of Wo(,d tliver is the most 
wealthy part ot the county. The soil 
is heavy clay and the tame grasses 
grown here are the linest in the world. 
The timber is heavy hardwood. 

People coming into the village on 
the train pass 111 rough the worst part 
of the sand barrens and as a rule have 
a very poor impression of the county, 
but when they drive south from the 
village a few miles they are charmed 
with what they see. 

"The Quarter Line" is the name by 
which the southern end of Pine street 
is known and this runs straight south 
from the village depot three and a 
half miles through as fine a country 
as there Is in the northwest. Near 
the southern end of this road, two 
miles from the village limits, is located 
Branstad pos!(ffice, a store, black­
smith shop. Grantsburg creameryj 
town hall and a school house. 

In tbe roftbeast and southwest cor­
ners of this tc^wnship are some verj 
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line''meadows. The St. Croix River 
touches the northwestern corner and 
forms the state Hoe for over two 
miles thus bringing the village limits 
within three miles of Minnesota. The 
actual distance from the business 
portion of the village to the St. Croix 
Elver is but five miles by section lines. 

The northern and western parts of 
this township are very sandy and the 
.population is light owing to the fact 
tha t the land has been for many years 
In the possession of speculators. The 
few settlers who do live there md 
•give attention to their work m.eet 
with excellent success and at this 
writing it would be difficult ta find 
finer gardens than those now to be 
seen on the "sand barrens." 
' Speculation in these lands on the 

part of the city land sharks has given 
•a bad name to this and the town 
southwest of it and many people in 
the city have been induced to trade 

encumbered city property for a Wis, 
consin farm hoping to get out of debt-
They have in many cases made the 
trade without seeing the farm and 
upon arrival here have been so disap-
point^^d that they have sold out at 
any figure or abandoned the property 
solely to those who speculate in tax 
titles. 

The two kinds of soil found In this 
township and the great difference ia 

^ihe prices is a matter which should be 
well underfttood by parties who invest 
in land near Grantsburg or they are 
likely to not get their money's worth 
in the trade. You can buy the sand 
lands here for one quarter of the price 
you will be asked by the city land 
sharks, therefore you should •Investi­
gate personally before" closing a deal. 

TOWNSHIP 30».20, 

The St, Croix River flows through 
this township from northeast to south­
west dividing it so that over two* 
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thirds of the township Is on the Min­
nesota side. Wood River runs into 
the St. Croix in section 24 and part of 
Fish Lake is in section 36. 

There is a school house in this town­
ship and some meadow land. The 
railroad runs through two sections. 
There are a few settlers living there 
who are doing well. 

TOWNSHIP 37-14. 
This is the southern township in 

the town of Rusk. I t contains the 
Timberland postoffice, three school 
houses, a few small lakes, two forks of 
Clam River and many springs and 
small streams. The southeastern cor­
ner Is within two miles of Barronett 
station on the Chicago, St. Paul, Min­
neapolis & Omaha railroad and It is 
in this township that ther? has been 
the greatest advance in the price of 
land during the past two years. Many 
new settlers have moved In and fine 
farms are being opened up rapidly. 
I t Is so far from the county seat that 

THE BIG MEADOWS 

all its business except official is con­
ducted outside of the county and i ts 
Inhabitants are almost strangers to 
the great majority of the rest of the 
county. I t is a good township and 
will stand close investigation. 

Directly west is Polk county for a 
distance of eighteen miles. Early 
legislation deprived Burnett of three 
townships which should by rights be a 
a part of this county. On page 17 Is a 
map of the county and the space below 
the map occupied by the figures 15̂  
16 and 17 shows the lost territory. 

TOWNSHIP 37-18, 
This township Is the only one in the 

county organized into a corporation 
without including more territory than 
six miles square. I t is known as 
Trade Lake, getting Its name from 
the beautiful lake southwest of the 
center. 

With the exception of a few acres; 
along the west side the entire town­
ship is clay and more or less rolling. 
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I t is the most densely populated part 
of the county outside of ihe village of 
Grantsburg. The 1900 census gave 
the town a population of 1,174. The 
farms are all small, well improved and 
few are for sale. The inhabitants are 
nearly all Swedish but with the ex­
ception of a few of the very oldest 
people are thoroughly Americanized 
and up to date. 

Trade, Spirit, Bass, Pine, Round 
and Rice Lakes furnish a fine oppor­
tunity tor boating and fishing and 
Trade River following a winding 
course amon^ the hills adds mtch to 
the picturesqueness of the scenery. 
In the southern part are hills which 
are almost mountains and contain 
mineral which may some day be profit­
ably worked. Several shafts have 
been sunk and good veins of copper 
struck but as yet there has been noth­
ing taken out which would pay for 
working up. 

The town contains five stores, five 

churches, fourschcol bous< s, two t,ri>fc 
mills, several saw mills, a creamery 
and a postoffice. These are not all 1 >-
cated atone place or they would forni 
a strong business cent er. 

If this town was reached directly by 
a railniad from the large cities i t 
would be well patronized as a summ(ur 
resort, as it contains many conditions 
that w^uld attract people seeking rest 
and pleasure. I t is an excellent farin-
ingdistrlct. Thepeopleare all indus­
trious, intelligent and many of them 
are highly cultured. 

TOWNSHIP 37-19. 

With the exception of a small terri­
tory in the northeastern part this 
township is without surface clay. The 
meadow lands amount to more than 
7,000 acres situated mostly In the 
northern and western part of the 
township. The balance of the tt^wn-
shlp Is "sand barrens" on which there 
is this year growing the finest crops 
ever seen in the state of Wisconsin. 
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Trade River crosses the southern 
part of the township, Canute Brook, 
earned after Canute Anderson, the 
first white settlerin the county, drains 
the improved meadows in the north­
eastern part and L')ggiTg Creek head-
in the big tamarack swamp near the 
oorthefn center, both creeks running 
south into Trade River. 

Trade River postoffice Is located In 
.«ectl(m 36 and Alstad is In section 18. 
A t the latter place a new creamery 
and store have recently been estab­
lished while at the former there are 
two stores, a creamery and a mill, 
^ h e r e are three school houses and 
three churches in the township and 
many prosperous farmers. 

There is over 1,800 acres of land in 
th is township owned by the state. A 
large porti m of It Is covered witli 
tamarack trees which if cut up for 
fuel will go far towards paying the 
expense of bringing the land Into a 
s tate of cultivation. They form part 
•of the 7,000 acres of meadow land. 
When fully developed they will add 
much to the annual income of the 

430unty. At the present time there is 

no high priced land in the township 
but the developments being made by 
the settlers, wdio are mostly people of 
very limited means, will soon bring 
this portion of the county into promi­
nence as a -ocality where farming is 
easy and profitable. 

TOWVSHIP:^7-20 
This township is in the extreme 

southwestern corner of the county 
and In general character is very much 
like 37-19. The St. Croix River cuts 
off the western tier of sections and 
part of the next tier. The meadow 
lands are along the eastern and north­
ern sides and the railroad runs along 
the north side. 

Randall postoffice Is at the rail road 
station in the northwestern corner. 
There Is a church and school house. 
The populatijn is very small. There 
Is considerable vacant government 
land in the township and the state 
owns nearly 2,000 acres. 

In the extreme northeastern corner 
Is Fish Lake, a very shallow body of 
water located In four townships. I t 
could be easily drained at a slight ex­
pense and v^ould make fine meadow 
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BLUB JOINT IN ITS NATURAL GT.O'WTB AFTER LANDS ARE DRAINED. 

lands of a'J the surrounding swamps 
The bottom which is now floting muck 
would settle and in time could be 
farmed with very profitable results. 
This township is ^o close to the raih 
road that the shipping facilities are 
good and if it should fill up with a 
class of people who understand sand 
farming they would do well raising 
potatoes on a large scale. 

I t is but a few miles from the main 
line of the Northern Pacific which is 
easily reached by the ferry shown in 
the picture on page 4. There is prob­
ably no part of the county where land 
is any cheaper than In this town and 
yet DO one is advised to settle tiiere 
unless such settler is determined to 
study the conditions surrounding sand 
farming. The man who gjes at it 
right and works intelligently can soon 
make a good home here for a very 
little mnney and not be more than fif­
ty miles from the capitol of Minne-oia 

ADVICE. 

The best advice the writer of this 
book can give any(.»ne Is to not at tempt 
to move a family to any place among 
strangers if the head of the family is 

unable to make a living where liehow 
is. Cheap land is not the only thing 
needed to bring prosperity to the 
home seeker. There must be a dispo­
sition to work and physical ability to 
match the disposition. The '^ne'r do 
well" is not wanted in Burnett coon-
ty any more than w't:ere he is now 
located. 

The man who through unfortunate 
circumstances has lost his property 
and wants :o start again generally is 
a man of push and energy and is likely 
to succeed in making a liviog wher-
ever he may go. 

The man who Is out of means is 
better off to stay where he is for there 
he has some friends who know him. 
In sickness and adversity he Is not at 
the mercy of strangers or upon the 
charity of a town that knows him not. 
Ordinarily a man can get • enough 
ahead at his home to provide for his 
family during a short absence and stlli 
have enough to pay his way into a 
new country and get a start all aiooe 
or find out that the experiment Is a 
failure. There are many people who 
have landtd in Burnett county with 
large families and not had enough. 
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money to keep them from want for a 
week and yet thev have in most cases 
thrived and prospered. Such people 
as as a rule, are not the class of set­
tlers which are being sought by the 
publication of this book. Those who 
can help themselves from the start 
are the folks who are wanted in Bur­
nett county. The natural local condi­
tions will do the rest for them. 

MORE ABOUT THE SOIL. 

People who are accustomed to a 
black soil and nothing else will have 
great difficulty in believing that crops 
will grow on land of any other color. 
There is some black land In Burnett 
county but the majority of the soil is 
light in color. The poorest land In 
the county Is a coaise black sand but 
this is found in limited quantities 
and in very few places. There is 
both red and yellow clay and red and 
yellow sand. There Is practically no 
white sand in the county. 

There are no places where the rich 
black loam is found just the san.e as 
It Is in the western prairie dl'^tricts 
and yet our light colored soils are as 
productive as the prairie soils. Tha 
black soil of Burnett county is invari­
ably found in the heavy timber dis­
tricts and is composed chiefly of de­
cayed leaves and other vegetation. 
All such land is held at a good price 
and Is generally 'mot for sale." 

There are people In this county who 
are readf to declare that they would 
not take a sand farm as a gift and 
there are also others who prefer the 
sand to the clay. 

If you are coming to this county 
with plenty of money and want to en­
gage in stock farming you are making 
a safe investment to buv clay land 
and go Into the raising of clover and 
other tame grasses. You will then 
have a farm which will always be 
saleable, as everyone knows that clay 
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STUBBLE FIELD ON 

holds all that you put on it and what 
it increases in value is not lost bv a 
few years of neglect. 

On the other hand, oo matter how 
well you may b'^ild up a sand farm it 
takes but a slight neglect to start it 
"running down hill" and it is then 
hard property to sell. 

Sand land is easily worked and in 
spite of a general opinion to the con­
trary it stands drouth better than 
clay. You may select a sandy spot 
in the driest time and heap up a pile 
of sand that you are sure does not con­
tain a drop of moisture; let that sand 
stand over night and without dew or 
rain on It it will become damp by rea­
son of the moisture it will take up 
from the wet ground under it. Keep 
sand land loose and well stirred and 
crops will live through the hardest 
drouth ever known in Wisconsin. I t 
also responds to rain more readily than 
clay as i t drinks up more of the mois­
ture which falls upon It. 

BIG MEADOWS, 

The majority of sand land lacks 
humus or vegetable matter and this 
must be supplied by; turning under 
green crops occasionally to build it up. 
Care should be taken to raise crops 
tha t will shade the ground or can be 
cultivated during the hottest and dry-
est weather. More crops are burned 
up by the hot sun lecause the farmer 
did not know how to protect them-
than are lost in any other way on the 
sand. 

There is much to learn in the culti­
vating of sand land and one of the 
most important things is to give the 
land an occasional rest. Sand land 
will always be cheap as compared with 
clay and yet it will stand the highest 
culture. Farm It well and farm fewer 
acres than you would of clay and you 
will make money. Scatter your ener» 
gies over a large number of acres and 
fail to study the conditions and you 
will do well if you do not land in the 
poor house. 
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Eminent geologists have carefully 
examined the country known as the 
saod barrens and In all cases their 
opinions have been that in western 
Burnett county there is a bed of clay 
underneath the sand which prevents 
the rain from going down very far into 
the ground. This forms a great un­
derground lake which receives the 
water when the rain fall is heavy and 
gives it back to the surface by capil­
lary attraction whenever there is suf­
ficient dryness at the top to call for 
It. Stirring the surface helps to bring 
the moisture up, hence cultivated 
crops do better in a dry time than 
.small grain. 

There are many places in the county 
where this under ground lake is with­
in a few feet of the surface and there 
^are very few places where It is more 

than twenty feet through the sand to 
water 

Where the water is near the surface 
there grows grass that makes fine hay. 
Where the water Is nearly level with 
the top of the ground there is gener-
ally a growt-h of wire grass which is 
profitable to cut and market as it is 
extensively used in the manufacture 
of carpets, matting and a number of 
articles which are having a fine sale. 

Draining the land and cutting the 
wire grass brings In a fine growth of 
red top which makes excellent hay» 
Hence it is possible to turn the sand 
barren lakes Into good farm land as 
they aie all shallow and so situated 
that they can be drained. This is 
more particularly true of the western 
part of the county than any other 
part. 



There are very few places In the 
western part of the county where 
there is a hard subsoil between the 
saod and the underground lake. I t 
is sand all the way down to water. 
There are a number of tracts where 
fire has run over the land and burned 
out the top soil so badly t h i t it has to 
be renewed. This is easily done by 
protecting it from other fires and giv­
ing the grass and weeds a chance to 
start. 

Three years ago in township 40-18 
the fire had done so much damage that 
it did not seem possible the soil could 
ever be made to produce anything. 
Today that land is all taken up, grass 
and weeds are growing thick and tall 
and the crops are making a fine show­
ing. A few years of intelligent'culti-
vation and that town will be as pro­
ductive as any in the couDty. 

The writer has always bad ii oTcat 
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deal to say in favor of sand lands be­
cause he was brought up io the sand 
and knows what can be done by those 
who go at it right. 

Everyone knows that clay land'-is 
more valuable than sand and that i t 
is not necessary to speak at length io 
the praise of clay. There are very 
few people who know W'hat it is possi­
ble to do with sand therefore i t is 
necessary to go more into details* on 
that subject. 

The average reader of this book 
is looking for very cheap lands. The 
man who sells his farm in Illinois or 
Iowa for $100 an acre and comes^to 
Burnett county will consider the clay 
farms he finds here t^r sale at fiom 
twenty to fifty dollars as something 
•/ery cheap while others will come here 
and think that fi.ve dollars an acre is 
high priced. I t is therefore important 
to make this ditfereDce io price and 

character of soil perfectly 
plain. If the exact t ruth 
IS not told about the soil 
tlie riome&eeker will come 
here and be- disappointed, 
lie must uir^ erst and tha t 
low priced laods are not 
Liatural ^ garden spots like 
the western prairies were 
when they were settled^ 
but that in many cases he 
must not only make a farm 
out of the cheap lands but 
he must also keep- i t made 

I after he has got it. 

He must raise the kind 
. ,\ of crop best suited to his 

location and improve his 
rights as a citizen by-as­
sisting others to make the 
market giow better and 
m o r e diversified e v e r y 
year. 

The clay f a r m e r can 
bend his energies towards-
the production of g r a s s 
and m,ilk more profitably 
than can the sand faimer 
unless the latter gives "his-
attention to a greater va­
riety of products wh i c h COUNTY CLERK. 
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will feed stock and produce milk 
and meat. The stock farmer is not 
hampered by distance from market 
as is the vegetable raiser. The 
former can take his product to mar­
ket in a condensed form while the 
lat ter can not. 

The territory near Grantsburg 
is profitable tf) the potato raiser. 
Not only is there a shipping market 
but there are two starch factories 
to help give price to potatoes. 
Tiiese factories have been built be-
cause the supply of potatoes de­
manded something of the kind. 
The sand grown potatoes are the 
best in the world. Other vegeta­
bles do equally as well and yet the 
present market for them Is not so 
good. The building of a canning 
factory, a pickle works or a beet 
sugar factory would make It possi­
ble for hundreds of farmers to en­
gage in more extensive vegetable 
culture and these factories will 
come as soon as the pecsple are here 

SIMON OLSON, SHERIFF 

TilOMAS TOLLEFSON, 
COUNTY TREASURER. 

I o engage in the raising of the stuff 
the factories would consume. 

The sand lands near Grantsburg 
are very cheap and if 'they are 
planted to the right kinds of vege­
tables they will pay many fold for 
the labor bestowed upon them. We 
therefore feel justified in asking 
every person who reads this book 
to investigate and see what can be 
done on our very poorest lands. If 
you are not satisfied you will not 
have to leave Burnett county be­
cause there is no land that you will 
call good, for there is every kind of 
soil known to the farmer of the 
temperate zone. Simply keep 
looking and you will find a farm 
exactly to your liking. 

Before passing from this subject 
it is Important to call attention to 
a difference between the lands of 
the central part of the county and 
the western part. A casual exam­
ination of the surface would lead 
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many people to say that the land 
was the same but such is not the 
case. The central and eastern 
.sand lands have a subsoil nearer 
the surface and between the sand 
and the water. In some cases this 
subsoil is not more than a thin 
crust and yet it is so hard that a 
pick is required to break it and it 
is absolutely water tight. Often 
this layer is found jest above, or 
forming a part of, the clay bed un­
derneath and in some cases it is 
entirely missing, but It is safe to 
to say that it affects fully one third 
of the entire county and prevents 
the leaching of the top soil wher­
ever It is found. I t is generally 
close to the surface and where it is 
found the distance is farther to 
water than In the western part of 
the county. 

THE PRICE OF LAND, 

I t is impossible to give a scale of 
pri3es for land because not only do 
the actual values differ, but there' 
Is a great difference in the -condi-
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lio'DS. Men constantly change 
their minds and a farm that to-
rlav may be bought for one price 
may be way above or below to­
rn (̂ r row. 

So long as there is an acre of 
•^ '̂overnment land to be home-
st-eaded so long will all land in 
1 hat vicioity be low in price. 
Ti)e land seeker w ĥo industri­
ously hunts for it may be able to 
find here and there a forty acre 
tract which he can buy for from 
fifty to $100 a forty. But he will 
find more land oo better in qual­
ity wtiicli will cost him four or 
five dollars an acre. At the 
rate prices are advancing it will 
be but a short time when five 
and ten dollars will be the mini­
mum price. The minimum price 
of railroad lands has advanced 
during this year three times and 
at this date, August 1st, is four 
dollars an acre with a prospect 
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of several more advances before the 
year is over. 

Burnett county, like every othei 
place, has many restless people who 
think they can see somewhere : 
chance to better them reives by 
moving and the^^e people will ii, 
many cases s 11 their partly im­
proved homesteads for less than 
their improyemerits are worth 
Those chances have to be looked 
for and any persoQS who have a lit­
tle money to use can safely move U 
the county, secure a temporary lo 
cation by renting a farm or other­
wise employing- themselves, ant', 
watch for such snaps. There arc 
homesteads to be contested with a 
sure chance of winolQg and otherh 
where the chance is doubtful bui 
the claimant can be bonght off foi 
a Sffiali consideration. When these-
conditions have all been wiped oui 
land prices will settle down to a 
definite basis and be somewhai 
uniform. 

At the present time there is r-' 

WISCONSIN. 

A. C WEBSTER; COUNTY SIJliYEYOR. 

ANDliEW A. ANDERSON. 

REGISTER ;;0F DEEDS. 

one in the county{engaged exclu­
sively iQ the real estate .business. 
Those who have farms for sale have 
other business and elsew'here in this 
book will be found some statements 
in regard to those who have lauds 
for sale. 

In a general way it is safe to say 
that if you are offered clay or mea­
dow lands for ten dollars an acre 
unimproved it is a bargain worth 
investigating. Some wild meadow 
lands are worth more and some less 
than ten dollars but natural grass 
land is a good investment almosi 
anywhere at that price. 

SWAMPS. 
The w ôrd swamp conveys to the 

mind of people living farther south 
a plare w herein are found i he germs 
of many diseases and the homes.of 
all uiaoner of poisonous and loath-
sfjme reptiles. Such persons cao 
ote bat little beauty and profit In a 
s^'aoip. 

Northero Wisconsin sv^^amps are 
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something entirely different. They 
a-re health giving instead of health 
destroying and it ii seldonj that a 
snake is seendo or near them. Jn 
Buroett county a poisonous snake 
is unknown and even the harmless 
varieties are not seen often enough 
to make their presence in the 
county worth mentioning. 

Our swamps are of many kinds 
b'Jt they can be divided into two 
classes. They are either ffarmed 
by the drying up of lake beds and 
are free from timber or they ar-
filled with timber and are kept wet 
by springs or the overflow from 
rivers. 

Some of the lakebed swamps are 
filled with rushes, lililes and soft 
mud at all times of the year and 
others are so dry that teams can 
drive over them except in the wet­
test weather. 

There are swamps along some of 
the rivers that are so low that they 
are never dry enough to get into 
even on foot and could be reclaimed 
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in no other way except by the 
building of high dykes to prevent 
overflow. 

The wood found ID the swamps 
is of many varieties and includes 
tamarack, baisan'L spruce, ash, 
birch and many others as well as a 
wonderful variety of small under­
brush and vines. This no doubt 
can be worked up into something 
that will bring money when the 
proper outlet is provided. Now. 
much of it IS too remote from mar­
ket to make it profitable to handle. 

Nearly a 111 h e s wa m ps ca n be u I J I -
ized for ih?, oenellt of man In some 
way some day and nine-tenth'^ of 
the acreage can be drained and the 
:anri ma-n? into tilied farn^s. Tnis 
will taivc ujoney and time but when 
r \ e land is reclaimed it will be the 

chest ^rr'^a ut farn* land iisd ^rrv 

T\i' '̂̂ '.̂ f? ÔF' '̂̂  ^o gets ^irJrl of 
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M9>nergles to develop both will have 
a magniScent farm ^by the time he 
readies middle agi. S^iid .lands and 
swamp lands m ike a fiiie co.iibinatioo 
atid there are a ffooct manj sandy va­
cant fo-rties ot ifoveiiiiXK-ut land to be 
had near the state forti'fs n-̂ v̂  ;; out of 
market. Hom^steaacrs who locate 
near s t i t e lani ca»] aitoi d tc^ pay more 
for t'hft state land when i t i^ put upon 
fctie market thari spec iiJalors can and 
II is quite sale m lu^j i<, IK that way 
ftttd iig'̂ ifc upan î -̂ n ^^nitilix g t l t ing 
pos&isuHî i.! I if the ia i H 5 V .̂ ̂ , \%i , i fl u v\ n 

1̂ if\i d'< of Ci'li '̂ nViliipb û trie 
-oouiile fyriiish the coiialtioii'-nc-dcd 
ti»r 8-.̂ ia;sLirn̂ s<̂ fdi GU i Ijvatioti of celf-"̂ y 
Aiirf tli'ire 4?'(? iii'iriy tha t will prove 
jast ii>|lit» ^of r^iaiiiu craoberrieF.. 
'Jraiabeinicb rvn? grow ^ wild in uuhiy of 

the swamps and are a good crop w^en 
the frosts do not kill the blossoms^ 

SMALL FRUITS» 
There is a good opening for several 

persons to -engage in the raising of 
small fruits for the purpose of supply^ 
ing the local trade around Grants* 
burg and a very large number couli 
find profitable employment raising 
berries for shipment. Quite a number 
of our farmers iiavestifce^sfully grown 
excellent crop^ (if stra^^berries and 
what they bavt i:&a lo ^Ti found ens-
tomers faster iLcW u ^- could bring 
the beiries to towr* 

Strawberries do ŵ  n on sand and 
$100 will iLv t.ii^A land close to 
Grantsburg or v/'ii< L lo raise hue-
dreds of bû jtieli?̂  D. harries. Other 
berries do wd; ar.u il^crt !s no limit 
to the work ^"^lu2r cjr be doee 
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along this line. Should a large 
number of persons engage in the 
business it would be an easy matter 
to secure the erection of a canning 
factory and a very large product 
handled. 

There are hundreds of people 
barely making a living In the cities 
who would be better off outj in 
the count!y and to such people 
there Is a good opening in Burnett 
county, If they can give their time 
and attention to raising small 
fruits, etc. There are several for­
ties of sand land near the county 
seat which can be bought very 
reasonable and all on time to those 
who will put up some good build-
logs, therefore, It will not take a 
great amount of capital to start m 
the business of raising small fruit. 

TIMBER. 
To the land seeker who comes 

from the prairie states Burnett 
county wiil appear to be well sup 
plied with timber, but the man 
whose life has been spent in the 

OLE MATTSON, CHAIRMAN, TRADE LAKE. 
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woods will call it anything but_ a' 
1 imber country, 

Fifhj Years ago this county was 
covered with a great deal of heavy 
I imber the greater part of It being 
I ine. The southern part was rock 
t'-^aple and other valuable hard-
vsoods. Twenty years ago it was 
,iiven out that lumbering was about 
a thing of the past as in those days 
a lumberman would not look at a 
hg which at the present time is 
called large. The demand for 
lumber has kept increasing until 
lite large saw mills are ready to 
take a log which will square four 
Indies at. the top and the trees have 
kopi on, growing until the saplings 
w iiich were early passed over as un­
ci tarbrush are now "giants of the 

t " and are cut down, rolled 
the river and driven to the 

•• •. mills below in almost as great 
.. '•• bers as at any time In the past. 

Ine time has arrived when this 
p. actice should be stopped and all 
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trees cut down should be worked 
Into lumber and used right at 
home. The indications are that 
another year there will be more 
lumber shipped Into the county 
than there will be logs driven 
out. There are many little saw 
mills about the county and yet 
they have not cut enougi lum­
ber this year to supply the de­
mand at home. Some of the set -
tiers who are situated so they 
cao are holding some staodin^f 
pioe and in years to come wiil 
have lumber enough to do a Icl, 
of building. In spite of th^^ 
scarcity of lumber the settlet-
go 00 putting up log building-
and no one complains tha t there 
is not plenty of timber for such 
purposes. 

New settlers coming into the 
county may have some difficulty 
getting all the lumber they want A. DAHLS' 
the first year but it is an easy matter 
to arrange for a small mill to locate in 

TROM, C H A I R M A N OF TOW^N OF RUSK, 
any neighborhood and saw up a sup-
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y, If logs are cut and hauled together 
for such a purpose. Compared with 
prairie countries lumber is cheap 
but it is advancing in price and 
there is not a posf-ibility of a great 
supply of high grade lumber being 
manufactured in the county io the 
future. 

In some parts of the county there 
is a?! abundance of hardwood both 
for. fuel and building but where the 
lands are cheap the timber Is 
largely jack pine. Jack pine is ex­
cellent fuel being much harder 
than white or Norway pihe and is 
now considered by lumberman as 
worth cutting for dimension stuff 
and even boards. When every jack 
pine tree has been cut down and all 
the jack pine underbrush has been 
d(^stroyed the country will be bet­
ter off, as this timber affords a 
better breeding place for flies and 
mr}^.quitoes than do the deciduous-
trees. 

New settlers who come from the 
prairie states may think that their 
(ia3"s of tree planting are over^biit 
such is not the case. There is room 
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for a large amount of Intelilgeot 
forest culture io this timber 
country. 

There is still a great deal of 
foe! in the county to be cut for 
export but most i>t it is not 
profitable to handle on account 
of its distance from the rail­
roads. There is a great deal of 
"dead and down" timber scat­
tered all over the county and io 
the present generation or ttie 
next there will be no scarcity of 
fuel for local consumption. 

The writer is constantly In 
receipt of letters ^ asking for 
chances to take up claims with 
heavy timber or from people who 
want to engage io the saw mill 
business or other manufacturing 
enterprises which will require 
the use of a large amount of 
standiDf trees. Burnett county 
lias room for jost such people 
but what they want in the way 
of timber is not to be picked up 
for a song. Expert lumbermen 
have been looking this county 

.--^ ^'%, 
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over for the past fifty years and anything 
in the way of ^^soaps'' is picked up when-

. ever It is offered. 
The person who comes to this county 

expecting to get a claim to be used for 
any other purpose than agricultural wiil 
have to look long before he finds it. 
There are a few such chances but the day 
of lumbering is passing away and agricul­
turists are the ones who can inthefuture 
m?fke money by locating \\\ Burnett 
county. 

The scarcity of timber fiom the kim-
Ijcrman's standpoint and an over supply 
fr'-m the stanopoint of the tiiler of the 
soil are one and the same tiling. I t Is 
j u - t t h i s condition that is now turoiog 
fhe a t te i t ion of farmers to Buroett 
r*oonty as a place In which to make a 
home and Is also letting mucli of the 
land out of the grip of hinibermen who 
have had no use for new settlers In the 
county. 
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GAME. 
One of the questions 

asked by many intending 
settlers is: "What kiod of 
game do you have?" 

Believing tha t a farmer 
is worth more to the 
county than a hunter, the 
wrioer invariably answers: 
"More than there ought to 
be." 

The game laws of Wis­
consin are made In the in­
terest of the sportsmaD 
and not for the protection 
of the settler's rights. If 
strictly lived up to the 
game would be of little 
use to the settlers as it 
would all be taken during 
the open season by those 
who hunt for the love of 
hunting, wliereas the game 
should b3 caught and used 
for the support of those 
who are trying to make a 
liviog .on the frontier. 
TheopioioDof the writer 
is tha t the sooner the 
game is killed off and got 
out of the way the better 
i t will be for the agricultural 
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TOBI.VS THOllSEN, CHAIRMAN TOWN GRANTSBURG^» 

interests. 
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,A« M. ANOJ.i;.-....-v,. ;-.:.x t i l bOUr. IFF AND 

SERGEANT AT ARMS STATE ASSEMBLY 

Deer, bears, wolves, foxes, badgers, 
coons, woodchucks, porcupines, part­
ridges, pheasants, prairie chickens^ 
crane*^, ducks, geese and many other wild 
beasts and birds are found and the settler 
who enjoys the sport of hunting and trap­
ping tind-^ enough of that kind of work to 
entertain himself whenever he is so 
minded. 

Fish of manv varieties are found in the 
lakes and streams and there area number 
of places wliere It \\ill be possible to de° 
•\̂ !c p very fine artificial trout streams 
and ponds« 

HOMESTEADS. 
-On the second page of this book the 

statement is made that, at the date 
given, there was 3.5.000 acres of govern­
ment land in the county. At the date of 
pointing t his pane, five months later, the 
amount of vacant land has been reduced 
fully one-half and what is left is badly 
scatteied so that for several parties to 
locate close together some oi the party 

file:////ill
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will have to buy out Improvements of 
others who have preceded in their 
settlement. 

The f^filowing is a brief condensa­
tion of the homsstead law: 

Any head of a family or person who 
has arrived at the age of 21 years and 
*s a citizen of the Uaited States, or 
has tiled his declaration of in teat loo 
to become such, and who is oot the 
owner of more than 1̂ 0 acres of laud, 
is entitled to enter ooe-quarter section 
(IGO acres) or less quantity of iioappro-
priatfid public land under the home­
stead laws. Ttie appiicaafc must make 
ciftlilavit that he os entitled to the 
privileges of t h i homestead act, and 
aiJit th3 entry 1:5 m rle foi his exclu­
sive use and benefit, and for actual 
'-ettlement and ciiltivatiorL 

loj ' unmarrieri woman of age, can 
K'l^d.y the beristits of the homestead 

^w. If she loarries before she has 
"j'uLiired title, and continues her resi-
.ience on her claim, she can proceed to 
prove op at the prop3r time, the samo 
â^ '^ 
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PRINCIPAI 
Wc F- STEVE. 

GLiANTtBUUG IIIGS^ SCaOOL» 

MAJOR J. S. BAKER, MANAGER 
GUSHING LAND AGENCY. (See page 33) 

ate residences at the same time. All 
t,iie sons and daughters of a family^ 
who are of age, are entitled to take up 
land. 

The right of homestead may be in­
itiated either (1) by entry at the 
United States land office, or (2) by 
making aa aj.tual settlement upon the 
land. If the former method is adopt­
ed, the entryman has six months 
within which to make a settlement, 
and establish his residence upon the 
land. If the latter, the seitler has 
three^mooths within which to make 
hi-5 entry. 

Within six months from date, of 
entry the settler must take up his 
residence upon the land and cultivate 
the same for five years. At the expir» 
ation of this period, or within two 
years thereafter, proof of residence 
and cultivation must be established 
by two witnesses. Final oroof cannot 
be made until the expiration of five 
years from date of entry, and must 
be made within seve-. years. After 
the expiration of fourteen months 
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from the date of entry the law allows 
the homesteader to secure title to the 
tract, if so desired, by paying for it at 
the legal rate, $1.25 per acre, or $2.50 
if within railway land grant limits, 
and making proof of settlement, res! 
ience and cultivation for that period. 
The law allows only one homestead 
privilege to one person, and does not 
recognize the sale of a claim before 
final proof is made. 

Ail business relating to homesteads 
in Burnett county can be transacted 
at Grantsburg without a personal trip 
to the land office. (See pages HI and 
32.) An additujnal fee of one dollar 
Is paid to the local officials for niakiog 
out the papers in a homestead entry. 
The fees sent to tlie United States 
land office are $14.00 for 160 acres. $7.00 
for 80 acres and $6.00 for 40 acres. 

At the time of making final proof 
tliere are expenses about equal to the 
expenses at the time of entry. 

Parties who buy the improvements 
of those \^ho have already taken 
claims do not get any benefit of the 
time whicli the first settler has lived ROBERT MAGNUSON, 

POSTMASTER AT WEBSTER, WIS. 

GR 
NOBLE WILSON, 

ANTSBURG L^CATER AND CRUISER. 

on the land. All business necessary 
to be done in the sale oi a claim cao 
be done at Grantsburg. 

In employing a locater to find a 
claim for you the price he will charge 
will depend largely upon circum­
stances and will average about $25»00« 

You can avoid this expense by going 
oot aod looking up the lands aod 
lines by yourself but you lose the ben­
efit of a large amount of information 
which the locater has acquired by 
reason of having frequently passed 
over the land before. 

If you are prepared to pay a trifle 
more than the value of actual im­
provements and can aff ;rd to look 
around for a few weeks you will no 
doubt be perfectly >afe to come on 
and make investigations without 
writing to any one here for further 
particulars. This statement will 
probably hold good tor a year or two 
n)ore, perhaps longer. 
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SOUTHEAST ii COL N E R P I N E STREET AND MADISON AVENUE. GKA^TSBURG POST 
OFFICE AT RIGHT OF STORE 

ments or the tax wiil be small. No 
countv in all the northwest has been 

FINANCIALLY PROSPEROUS. . 
[•'In looking around for a hon]e one 
¥faots to take Into cfuisideration the 
debts of the community into which he 
Is about to move. If the town or 
county debt is large, taxes must be 
high. If the detjt is Frnall th^rp mu>t 
be a very large « n c LI t < f in | H i J -

managed so conservatively as Burnett. 
County salaries are all small and out­
side of the ruoniog expenses from 
year to year but little money has been 
expended. Atone time the county 
was bonded to aid in building a rail-
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roid from Rush City to Grantsburg. 
Those bonds were all paid off- several 
years ago and the road was actually 
built and is in operation. Th:s is a 
condition which some other counties 
can not truthfully boast about. 
L On page six the central picture re» 
presents the court house and yard. 
Since that was taken work has been 
begua on a new jail and sheriff's resi-
dance. The building is osaring ccmi-
pletion, IS made of brick and stone 
and Is costing ab3ut $6,000. To put 
up this buildin^^ it was thought best 
to bond the county for $6,000, aod 
tha t is th3 entire debt of the county 
except th'^ current expenses. Ther-*. 
Is enough money on hand now to meet 
all bills and turn over to the sinking 
food a nice sum at the close of the 
yean 

I t is a significant fact that when 

i 

people in this county go io debt sooae 
resident of the county is the person 
who loans the mrjney or furnishes the 
goods aod there is almost oo money 
leaves the county in the shape of in­
terest to eastern capitalist. ; Nearly 
all business enterprises are owned and 
operated by actual residents of the 
county aod this contributes to the 
prcHperity of the county as a \^tiole. 
New settlers find that they are com­
ing Into a Gojoty out of debt and this 
is an advantage which all practical 
people will appreciate. 

When the county wanted to sell it.s 
bonds last spring the sale was adver­
tised in leading financial papers and 
bids were rec^^lved from maQ •̂ places^ 
The best bid was from a home iosti-
tution and the b mds were so'd to the 

F : R S T BANK OF GRANTSBURG. 
This is an institution which is a 

credit to the county. 
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A. Z. DREW, P R E S I D E N T FIRST 

Official bank examiners who visit 
the place whan duty calls them this 
way are always loud in their praise of 
this bank. I t Is the only bank in the 
county and a majority of its stock is 
held by actual residents of the village 
in which it is located. 

I t was organized as a private bank 
on Feb. 8, 1896, and opened up for 
business the first of the following 
March. On July 1st, 1901, it was in­
corporated as a state bank. There 
has been little change in the officers 
from the start. There have been oc­
casional changes in some of the stock­
holders, one or two changes in vice 
president and in the board of direc­
tors and no change in president and 
cashier^ 

BANK OF GliANTSBURG. 
A. Z. Drew Is president, A. P. Nel-" 

son, cashier, and Simon ThoresonjVice 
president. These three with Wm. An­
derson and J. A. Hickerson form the 
present board of directors. Ole An­
derson, Andrew Peterson, G. R> We-
din and Th. Olsen are the other stock­
holders. LeRoy Roberts is book­
keeper and assistant cashier. 

The capital stoci^ of the bank is 
$25,000, the surplus $4 000, the total 
deposits at this time are $1805000,mak-
Ing the total assets $n7,0005 which is 
a good showing for a youog financial 
institution in a backwoods town. 

The company of course owns its own 
building and this can be seen in the 
pictures shown on pages 14, 34 and 74. 
In the picture on page 73 a portion of 
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A. P . NELSON, CASHIER 

• the north wall Is seen next to the 
postoffice. ^ I t is not a pretentious 

• building but it is practical and is well 
adapted to the business transacted 
within its walls. I t was the first 
brick building erected In the county. 

The average person coming to Bur­
nett county and wanting lo know 
something about the bank, cares onlv 
about whether it is a safe place to 
leave what little money he may not 
be wanting to use at once. Bank ex­
aminers say that it is one of the best 
managed banks in the state and all 
ooite In the statement that It Is as 
sound as a bank possibly can be. I t s 
loan department is managed conserva-
tivelye About one-third of the loans 
are on real estate and the remainder 
is on short time paper. I t has not 
met with a serious loss In any way 
since it was organized. The bank 

.does a large local insurance business 
alsoa 

FIRST BANK t F GANTSBURG 

Occupying the same building is an­
other company, the Grantsburg Loan, 
Title and Re-:ilty Co, The stockhold» 
ers in the bank are 'all stockholders In 
the realty company. The business is 
separate and distinct and yet the char­
acter of the business is such that tlie 
Inside work of the realty company is 
done by the same help employed by 
the bank, 

Thor. C. Farmeo, of Faluo postof­
fice, is a stockholder In the realty 
compaoy and does a large amount of 
the outside hustling. 

The business of this company is to 
buy and sell real estatCj chiefly that 
of Burnett county, loan money and ex­
amine titles. Having an abundance 
of capital to work with it will be able 
to make deals which other real estate 
dealers cannot touch. 

This compaoy has beeo ID existence 
but a short time. I t was organized 
in May, 1902, and has already sold sev-
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WM, AHDEBSON5 PRESIDENT GRANTSBURG 

era! thousand acres. I t has been in-
strumeotal in bringing Into the 
county as land seekers more than fifty 
men and when it gets down, to busi­
ness in earnest will be a powerful lev­
erage in the Immigratioo business. 

Wm, Anderson is president, A. P. 
K'elsoDj secretary and treasurer aod 
Th« OlseDj Ole Anderson and Andrew 
Peterson are the other directors. 

A little personal mention about the 
head officials of these two companies 
may iv^t be amiss 

LOAN, TITLE AND REALTY COMPAKY. 

Hamline. He is also presldtotof the 
Central Farm Investment Co..̂  of St. 
Paul. He is a native of the state of 
New Hampshire and has been a resi­
dent of Hamline since 1886. He regu­
larly spends a portion of his summer 
vacation In Grantsburg, uiually t-ak-
log the place of Cashier Nelson when 
the latter takes a vacation. Ills one-
regret In life is that ci re u ID stances-
have so shaped themselves tha t he is 
not yet a permanent resident of Bur­
nett countv. 
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ted the attention of outside floan-
cial men and he was recently offeree 
the position of treasurer ^,nd managet 
of the real estate hian department of 
one of the largest trust companies in 
ttie state of Miooesota. This offer 
was very complimentary to the bank 
as well as to Mr. Nelson personally. 
He has also been made a director it-
the North American Casualty Compa­
ny, of Minneap.jlis, all of which goe-
to show that he is recognized by out' 
side parties as a cap'ibie ni'in a no 
proves that the bank is well rnimaged. 
At home he is a member of the village 
coericil and tire department, presi­
dent of the Business Men's Assoj-ia-
fcion, secretary aod treasurer of the 
Hickerson Roller Mill Co., treasurer ot 
the .Farmer's Starch Go.,, soperinten-
dent of the Methodist Sunday school, 
finaociai agent of the same church 
and In many other ways is identified 
w.lth the business aod social life of 
the village aod county. His ability 
as an orator Is such that on near« 
Ij nil public occasions he is sought to 
fill the important places lo the pro-
gram» _ He was not born to wealth 
but has scraped together a few dollars 
by hard work and close application to 
business. He was born of Swedish. 
parents in Douglass county, Mioo., iu 

MAKTIi\ OISV\OLD. 
1872= He has accomplished much for 
a youn^" uian, having- taught school 
for five years, taken a four year high 
school course and a four year univer^ 
sity course and si III found time to 
spend over eleven years working In a 
bank. He was for two years clerk 
and book-keeper In the Douglas Coun-

,m-
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GITT TYLBB, BOTTEI, .U AKEU. 
GBANTbtU.TvO I. i!p..,-.. MBBY. 

FRED OLSON, BUTTBRMAKER, 
W^EBSTER CREAMERY 
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ty Baok^at'^AlexaudTia, • M/inii.,' four 
years cashier ()f the Bank of Hamline 
and six years cashier of the First 
Bank of Grantsburg. Mr. Nelson is 
so well titled to«the position which he 
holds tha t DO one need hesitate about 
applying to him personally tor all 
kinds of information|about the lands 
of the county. As secretary of the 
realty company he is in a position to 

DR. p . BAKKB, GRANTSBURG 

sto 'kholder in the co-operative starch 
factory. Ho owns several store build­
ings and other property in the village 
of Grantsburg aod a large number of 
wild and improved farms throughout 
the county. He is as well posted on 
land values as any man in the o u n t y 
and is particularly well fitted to be at 
the head of tliis land coin pa oy. 

B E . M, L. ROBEY, GRANTSBURG. 

liandle both the buying and selling of 
land to^the very best ad\an!age. 

Wm. Aodersoo-, president of the 
Grantsburg Loan, Title and Really 
Co.5 is one of the'early sett lers f»f the 
county. In the early days he lum-
het^d hlvng the Burnett county 
Qiics^iii^ aotl by pidiciou'- love8tmeotj> 
hjL^. the i\ Uiidiitiori !^tv B moderate 
k^iHnr\ Tiiv T'dhe c4' ilit price of 
IsL'^ coupled with îMssQ ouFiness judg-
ineoi li.ife puthini In nfissesslon of con-
siatrabie property. Be is nue of the 
owners of the Hickerson Roller Mill, 
a partner, in the furniture store ot 
Anderson & Godmaoson and a heaw 

^^•^P^^-
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CAPT. g. D» RICE, GRANTSBURG^ WIS. 
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CHURCHES. 

Every community is affected by the 
churches in It and every person mov­
ing to a new country naturally m-anis 
to know something about what is fur­
nished in the way of religious advan­
tages. In Burnett county there are 
'iiore t^hurcli oroarn^^'iuoM^ '̂j ^'icieties 

i i i ' • the 

Scandinavian lanagimges There are no 
stati'^tlcs to be './btafn^d in regard»to 
the differ-nt denfuninations and any 
figures that could be given would be 
largely guess work. I t is .sufficient to 
say that any person coming to Burnet t 
county who docfe not find church re­
lations in harmony witli his beliefs 
*̂ dJ he very hard to suit. "^erUce- r.rc 

held m more I'bau a ^^O/AO ^i^od phri ^r 
'M ildfih/- arii in pcriuo- * \-̂  i t ;ih 
.ijaoy ĉ'"'Of*i l'^(^n^2>. |>^iv.>to n.^ut'-^ 
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sible in this book and the information 
given will relate largely to such church 
people and church buildings as appear -f" -
in the pictures in the book.- • ^ ' ' 

No matter what may be ones re­
ligious belief, even thou^^h it takes 
the form of infidelity, there yet re-
mains}a firm opinion that churches 
make for good more than they do for 
evil and that a community that lacks 
in religious sentiment is not a good 
place in which to bring [up a family. 
Burnett county is much ahead of many 
new counties in this respect. 

This book being published in the 
English language will naturally be 
read by^many who* will ask'what is be­
ing done in religious work In the Eng­
lish language in the county. They 
will be more Interested In that than 
io the Scandinavian churches. 

There are â ' number of clergy men 
living on farms -in diifercnt fai ls of 
the county who occasioDally hold ser-

^1 
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.MIIS,̂ ^_TENA X. O.^VJDSON, EX-SUPERINTEND­

E N T OF SCLHOOrmND^PRO^lINENT^CHURCH 

WORKEP» 

REY. T. O. KNUDSON, PASTOR C E N T R A L 

METHODIST CHURCH^ GRANTSBURG^ 

vices and they look largely after 
the work outside uf the village. 
Ministers from the outside visit 
the county frequently and in 
Grantsburg there is always a resi­
dent clergyman who preaches in 
the English language. 

On page 80 is a fine cut of the M. 
E. church in ; Grantsburg. This 
building was erected in 1898 and 
the last dollar of indebtedness was 
wiped out In August, 1902. At the 
time this Is being written Rev, T« 
O. Knudson is the pastor but it is 
expected there will be a change 
made at the annual conference now 
about to be held. 

L For a number of years Grants­
burg was a part of a circuit which 
extended into Polk county and ser­
vices wereheldinGrantsburgabout 
twice a month. The young people 
growing up lost much of their ia-
terest in the services held in the 
language of their parents aod the 
demand for an English service 
every Sunday soon became so strong 
that the Methodist denomination 
sought to supply the want. Their 
success has been wonderful and the 
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laaodsome church shown in the pic-
tore is the result. A strong society 
bas been organized and the present of-

rfi&i&lb at?, a-s follows: Trustees, A. P. 
TMelson, L. €., Erbes, C, E. Davidson^ 
.Mrg Tena Bavidson and A. Gudman-
^Bon: Stewards, A, P Nelson, Mrs. A. 
.F. Nelson, Mrs. Tena Davidson. Mrs. 
M. E. Doty and Miss Josle Olson. 

The building was erected at a time 
^^vhen material was cheaper than at 
present and the actual cost was but 
$i,m}. The seating capacity is 400, 
'th.e .cefil'ing is made of steel and is 
•riehl} frescoed and the building is di-
\ fiAfi'^ iint® three rooms. The main 
^aud torlum and the lecture room can 
foe thrown into one large room by 
meausof folding doors and the study 
being jlose to the pulpit can also be 
used as seating room in case the church 
is overcrowded. 

Whea the church was dedicated it 
was announced that i t would be open 
idz all times for the use of other de-
kiominations when needed and was to 
be in a general way a people's church 
mstead of a denominational affair. 

(.V'' 
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L-KR^^VKN TllORF^UN; GP ^NT-? i KG, 
•WISCONSIN. 

A. GUDMANSON, GRANTSBURG5WIS. 

As a result nearly all funerals are held 
there and lectures and concerts are 
frequently held. 

Nearly every citizen In the place 
has contributed financially to the 
building of the church and while 
many are entitled to great credit for 
what they have done no person has 
done so much as A. P. Nelson (see 
page 76), He has been the financial 
agent and to his management is due 
the success cf the enterprise. Much 
credit is due to Mrs. Davidson as she 
was the pioneer member who pushed 
things along when the work was in its 
infancy and made it possible for 
others to do so much. The member­
ship is small but the attendance is 
large and the institution is a great 
credit to the village and county. 

Just when the first church organi­
zation was formed in Burnett county 
is difficult to tell but the writer has 
as yet to find anything going farther 
back than the Norwegian Evangeli-
can Lutheran church of Wood river. 
A fine picture of their church and par­
sonage appears on page 83. These 
buildings are located about a mile 
south of the business portion of the 
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1 -le pfiNiof at the pr,c'Sent time Is 
ill .1. F 5ynner., who has beeo lo-
K.d j^ '^ Itiefe -iboot four years. He also 
pieaclies at several other places in the 
county and has a very strong follow­
ing. The majority of the Norwegian 
Lutherans of the village are connected 
with his church. 
. TMls society was organized io 1865. 

i . , .a A.vv V ] ; '.ji! • \K u\^)\\^:^^^r h:Q l e f t . 

. ;J;.,Vu::-e \i OOj O-' r\-', Jwurjo^jrs of 

I ''-̂  (A.?' I' •• ocoar? (>ij <j<\jc H2 and we 
:•. re irrioou;.: to toiJ tieisweo Thore» 
s.-o t'h •.•';-l ol tD<̂  5i>itJst:Ch of the 
society as he has kept the records from, 
the 8tart= The first services were 
held in a log school house and a min­
ister came twice a year from Rush 
River to officiate. At tha t time i t wa^ 
a part of the St. Paul charge. 
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BEV« A, O. BNGBLOM, P3.STOR SWEDISH 

In 1870 a constitution was formally 
adopted aod forty families were con­
nected with the church. In 1871 the 
church building" was ' started. The 
next year there came a division which 
resulted in the establishineot of sev­
eral other societies and it took some 
time for the Wood River society to • 
regain its original membership. 

In 1882 they had grown so much tha t 
i t was found possible to support a 
resident pastor» About 1890 the church 
was fully completed and a parsonage 
built.. I t is now one of the strongest 
churches io the county and has been 
instrumental in accomplishing a lot of 
good. The location is in the richest 
farming • district io the county, near 
where the first settlers in the county 
settled, and it is undoubtedly the 
mother churjh of the county^ 

Buroett county is young compared 
with the counties in the southern part 
of the state and yet it has a few "first 

BAPTIST CHURCH, GRANTSBURG, WIS. 

things." One of these is the first 
Swedish Baptist church, ever built io 
the state. That building still stands 
as part of the Wood River Baptist 
church, a picture ©f which is shown 
00 page 86. I t is the little buildiog 
lo the rear and was originally erected 
about a mile south of its present loca­
tion. I t was built io the fail of 1869. 

There is no part of Wisconsin-wliere 
the Swedish Baptist church is so 
strong as in Burnett county^ They 
have five church buildings aod six 
resident preachers. Rev. F» 0« Carl­
son is the district missionary. Rev. A. 
O. Eogblom Is pastor of the Grants­
burg and Wood River churches, Rev. 
P. E. Swanstrom preaches In Wood 
Lake church and Rev, C. A. Berg has 
charge of the work at Trade Lake. 
Rev. E. W. Erickson is a retired min­
ister living In Grantsburg and Rev. 
L. Liadholm is also temporarily re­
tired and liviog on a farm near Kruger 
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postoffice. The churches are located 
as follows.: One In the village, one 
(The Wood River Church) three miles 
east, the Grettum or .Prairie church 
ive miles south of Grantsburg, the 
Wood Lake church ten miles east of 
town and the church a t Four Corners, 
Trade Lake. 

The men who settled where the first 
€hurch was built walked from Chicago 
to Wood river In the winter of 1869 
and secured homesteads. The first 
meeting for the purpose of organiza­
tion was held at Trade Lake In July, 
1869, and John Ring was the fi.rst 
preacher. 

Rev. E. W. Erickson, who was the 
first p'lstor of the society .after the 
church was built, is still a resident of 
Grantsburg aod frequently preaches 
In the dilT .^rent churches of the county 

Rev. F. O. Carlson, district mission­
ary, came to Grantsburg in April, 
1891, and has charge of all the new 
work In Burnett, Polk and St. Croix 
counties He has about twenty-five 
places where he preaches and he Is the 
man who looks ..up the new settler and 

invites'him to the nearest place where 
he preaches. He holds services in 
many of the school houses of the 
county. 

Rev. C. A. Berg, who preaches at 
Trade Lake, has been a resident of the 
county but a few months, and Rev. A. 
O. Engblomj the resident pastor a t 
Grantsburg, came to the work In 190L 

Rev. P. E. Swanstrom lives on a 
farm east of Grantsburg and has been. 
preaching In the county over thir ty 
years. He Is still a young man. Rev« 
L.LIndholm Is a new-comer, not hav­
ing been identified with the work in 
the county, and Is here for the pur­
pose of bringing up his children on a 
farm. 

The society as a whole is in a pros­
perous condition. The membership in 
the entire county Is about 225. Per­
sons of this faith who come to this 
county will find themselves among 
warm hearted people who wiil extend 
a cordial welcome. 

The pictures of the churches and 
ministers of this denomination ap­
pearing in this book were recently 
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used in a book publ ished in Minne­
apolis g iving a complete h is tory of 
the Swedish Baptist Church in 
WiscoosiQ^ Extra copies of it are 
to be had. 

The Norwegian Lutherans have 
four chcrches besides ..the one 
shown on page 83. One at Alstad 
and another at Webster are a part 
of the work in charge of Rev. E. I. 
Syooes. The other two are of dif­
ferent branches of the Lutheran 
church. The one located near 
Branstad postoffice acd known as 
St« Olaf's (see page 88) is what is 
known as the conference church 
and the one in the village is a part 
of the Hauge branch of the Luth­
eran denomination. At the date 
of this writing both of these 
churches are without a regular 
pastor. Rev, H. L, Urness (see page 
88)j who has been serving both con­
gregations, has been obliged to 
seek a rest on account of failing 
health. I t is probable that he will 
not resume the work and a new 
pastor may be selected before this 
book reaches the public. 

The Swedish Lutherans have four three are located at Grantsburg,Wooi 
cliurches In the county. Thestrongest River and Falun. No regular pasto.r 
©f these is the one at Trade Laice in is employed at these churches and the 
charge of Rev. A. Hult. The other work is largely io the hands of stu-

R^-. . i.- bW xxNsTLu^,i, I ^LAJNT&BLROT, Vvib. 

WOOD RIVKR SWEDISH BAPTIST CHURCH 
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dents who come from seminaries 
during vacations. 

The Norwegian Methodists have 
a very nice little church In the vil­
lage and the present pastor is Rev. 
CO. Christianson. He also preaches 
at Fish Lake, B^-anstad and at sev­
eral points around Yellow Lake. 
The membership In the county is 
about 30. 

The Swedish Method Ists have one 
resident clergyman in the courty, 
Rev. A. Anderson, of Trade Lake. 
The have a nice church there and 
the pastor preaches In other parts of 
the county occasionally. He has a 
number of members at Wood Lake. 

The Swedish congregationallsts 
have churches at Grantsburg, Ek-
dallj Freya, Falun and Trade Lake. 
Rev. J. P. Johnson (see page 92)and 
Rev. F. G. Haggqulst are the resi­
dent ministers. The former resides 
at Grantsburg and the lat ter at 
Falun. 

The church at Grantsburg was 
organized in 1885 and has twelve 
members. I t has had seven differ­
ent ministers. The building is on 

WISCONSIN. 

REV F. O. CARLSON, BAPTIST DISTRICT 
MISSIONARY. 

T lADE LAKE SWEDISH BAPTIST CHURCH. 
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"the north side ofi^the village and is 
the only village church located on 
tha t side of the river. 

Mr. Johnson also preaches at Ek-
dalL The locietv there was organized 
in 1897. The bought a church from 
.the Swedish Methodist's and moved It 
It to i ts present locatioov 

The church at Trade Lake was de­
dicated on June 10, 1900, and Mr. 
Johnson is the only pastor they have 
had, although other ministers have 
frequently preached there. The 
tooilding will seat 300 people and is lo­
cated three miles noithwest of Trade 
Lake postoffie and eight miles south­
east of Grantsburg. There is but a 
small debt yet to pay on the church. 

There are many independent relig­
ious societies of different names, most 
of them being classed as mission 
churches. One of these is commonly 
known as John Forsberg's church as 
tie conducts ID It a very large Sunday 
school. I t is located on the hill near 
Trade Lake postoffice. Mr. Forsberg 
for many years has run a stage be­
tween Grantsburg and Trade Lake 
aod IS one of the best known men in 

REV. H. L. URNESS, FORMER PAfeTOR 

S T / O L A F ' S NORWEGIAN LUTH­

E R A N CHURCH. 

the county, Oo page 89 is a picture 
of his Sunday schcol. I t also shows 
his residence. Forsberg's annual sum­
mer picnic and his Chrlsmas exer­
cises are two events of the year 

ST. O L A F ' S NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRANSTAD, WIS, 
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looked forward to by mnny in 
the county as the great things 
of the year. 

In almost every neighborhood 
in the county there is >omegood 
man or woman who is ever on 
the alert to improve the moral 
and religious v/elfare of the 
community and there Is no part 
of the county that Is with.-ut 
church privileges of some kind. 

The writer of this book has 
made an effort to secure pictures 
and information about every 
church in the county and many 
people who promised to secure 
the desired things have failed. 
I t Is no fault of the writer If 
those whose churches are not 
most fully represented have 
failed to make It possible to give 
them as much space as the 
ott.ers receive. 

SCHOOLS. 

There are about fifty school 
houses in Burnett county. A 
careful reading of this book 
from page 27 to page 57 will give 
a very good idea of how aod 
where the various buildings are 
located. 

The best school building In 
the county is the Grantsburg 
high school shown on page six. 
I t Is a state high school and Is a 
credit to the town. W. F. 
Steve (see page 71) Is now In his 
fourth year as principal. Three 
other teachers are employed and 
arrangements are being made 
for the addition of two more 
rooms In the near future. 

By the time this book Is In the 
hands of its readers another high 
school will probably be In opera­
tion in the northern part of the 
county. I t will be in the back­
woods near Weblake and the 
children will be taken to and 
from school at public expense. 
I t Is an experiment that will be 
watched with much interest and 
if successful other parts of the 

JOHN F O R S B E R G ' S SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC, 

TRADE LAKE. 
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county are likely to adopt similar 
measures. 

For a new country Burnett coun­
ty is well supplied with schools and 
the teachers are as a role thorough­
ly competent. No one need feel 
that lo moving to Burnett they.are 
condemoiDg their children to a life 
of Ignorance for educational mat­
ters are well looked after» 

CREAMERIES. 

On of the most important factor-
in the development of the countv 
is the creameries. There was noi-
a single creamery In the county in 
1895. Seven years later there are 
eight in the county and four Just 
over the lines io adjoioiDgcountles. 

Those in Buroett county are all 
on the C3-operatlve plan and the 
shares are almost exclusively owned 
by the patrons. 

The first one to begin business 

00 
•,:^ #,. s,i 

ANDREW (PINTE LAKE) PETERSON. T R A D E 
LAKE, F l t i ^ r CREAMERY PC.ESIDENT. 

MISS AGNES SULLIVAN. GRANTS­

BURG, A POPULAR BURNETT 

COUNTY TEACHER. 

was the Trade Lake creamery (see 
page 50)« This started up on May 
6, 1896, and up to July 1st, 1902, had 
received 8,546,130 pounds of milk 
and made 392,417- pounds of butter. 
The society has sold between those 
dates $79,867.17 worth of butter. 
After paying all expense^ for over 
six years there has beeo divided 
among the patrons the nice sum of 
$61,309.32. The value of the society 
property is about $3,000. The build­
ing is located in almost the exact-
center of the town of Trade Lake. 
Andrew Anderson No. 3, the Trade 
Lake postmaster, is the secretary 
and treasurer and much of the .suc­
cess of the enterprise is due to his-
careful management of affairs. 

The Wood River Creamery (see 
page 39) w âs the second to start. I t 
began business June 9, 1896. and up 
to August 1, 1902, had sold 488,236i 
pounds of butter, receiving for the 
same $101,352 57. During that time 
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the price has ranged from 14 cents in remaining five month of 1902- show up 
May, 1897, to 32 cents in April, 19(»2. as well as the first seven the receipts 

As will be seen by the following for the year will go above $29 000 and 
table there has been a steady iocrease the monthly ayerage will be 'close to 
both 10 the amount of butter made $2,500 as against about $700 when the 
a n d m the mojey received for the creamery was getting started 
same. 

Since this creamery was put lo op-
JmT^ POUNDS. AMOUNT. cratlou both the Falun and Grants-
ifiQG ]^'^^^ $13,401.29 burg creameries have started up aod 
1898. . , , . . . . . . . . 65,902i 12,709.23 taken away considerable patronage 
1 8 9 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78,040i . 16.223.59 a n d ) e t i t has increased In .business 
1 9 0 0 . . , , . , . . . , . . . 88,,492i 19,655.40 more than 300 per cent. I t is im^ 
llf' ""-^'''«^106,658 22,363.09 possble to teli exactly how iiiaoy cows-
1902 . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,578 16,999.97 are milked to supply any of the 

Total: 488,2361 $ioT352™57 creameries but a close count on̂  this 
^ , ' ' one shows between 530̂^ and 540. This 

^ I h e statement above includes in the makes an average sale of butter for 
tost figures one year and seven months each cow of about $4.50 a m-onth or a. 
m 1896 and 1897 while the last figures net return to the patron of about one 
are for seven months of 1902 If the dollar per cow per week. 
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The president of this company is 
.John Swenson and a picture of his 
farm residence is seen on page 8. He 
has fine barns, a nice lot of stock and 
he owes his prosperity largely to milk 
.and potatoes. 

August Cassel (see pa^e 67) is the 
secretary and treasurer. Farther on 
in this book there will be more said 
about Mr. Cassel-

On page 46 is a picture of the Web­
ster Creamery. The association which 
-owns this was organized February 1̂  
1901, bv George C. Rice, who is the 
president at the present time. E. H. 
Eversi'm is secretary. 

Thig is one of, the new creameries 
-of the county and Is built where the 
majority of the land five years ago was 
•either vacant Ljovernment land or the 
settlers were Just moving onto It. The 
amount :)f butter made is not as much 
as the olaer cieameries but it is In­
creasing and the Association Is meet­
ing all its bills, satisfying its patrons 
and is nearly out of debt. 

REV. J . p . JOHNSON, PASTOR 

BURG SW, CONGREGATIONAL 
GRANTS-

CHURCH. 

CAPT. D. VV. FOX, VETERAN, WIS , PIONEER 
SETTLER ON YELLOW^ LAKE, 

A description of this buildiog 
will serve as Information In regard 
to all the creameries as thev are 
' ew and the machinery is modern. 
The building is 24x56, the plant is 
ri. n by a 15 horse power engine 
ard a 20 horse power boiler. The 
water Is of the purest and is drawn 
from the gr:.und by a Moore steam 
lump. The milk is received io a 
•oom ten feet square and is weighed 
n a 50 gallon can. I t is then con­

veyed 0 a 500 gallon receiving vat 
•iud from there is pumped with a 
sanitary pump into a tubular 
heater at the rate of 6,000 pounds 
per hour. The cream is separated 
hy an Alpha No. 1 Separator that 
has a capacity of 2,500 pounds per 
h(»ur and Is run into a 300 gallon 
lioyd ripening vat. A No.. 6 Fargo 
combined churn having a capacity 
nt 650 pounds, of butter does the 
clHj-ning, The skim milk is 
weighed on the latest up-to-date 
self-wngher. 

On page 78 is a picture of Fred 
Olson, the butteimaker at this 
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creamery. He was born at Chester, 
Dodge Co., Wis., In 1877, but has been 
a resident of Burnett county for a 
number of years. He is a graduate of 
the Minnesota State Dairy school. 
His papers are first class. He Is an 
up-to-date butter maker, and is very 
neat and tidy in his work. Much of 
the success of the Webster creamery 
is due to the Interest he has taken in 
its advancement. 

On page 36 is a rear view of the 
Grantsburg Creamery. This building 
Is located 2i- miles south of the village, 
at Branstad postoffice. This cream­
ery started up May 13, 1897̂  and has 
had a very prosperous career. F. O. 
Olsoo is president and Levi Anderson 
secretary. 

This creamery has one of the best 
records of any creamery In the coun­
ty. I t has handled 2,200,000 pounds 
of milk In one yearand made 109,000 
pounds of butter from tha t milk. I t 
has about 100 patrons. Last year the 
patrons averaged about $175 each at-
ter paying dividends, repairs and run­
ning expenses. 

On page 78 is a picture of Guy Tyler, 
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TOWN OF MARSHLAND. 

the butter maker. Mr. Tyler-was 
born at Millvllie, Grant Co., Wis., 
Sept, 1, 1878, and was raised on a farm 
until he was 21. He learned the 
creamery business In Iowa county and 
finished with a course in the WISCOD-
sin Dairy school. He made applica­
tion tor his present position through-
the state university aod began work 
a li t t t le over two years ago. For about 
a year of that time he has done the^ 
work alone and has proven himself so 
capable and efficient tha t the man­
agement has raised his salary higher 
than has ever been paid to any other-
employe of the creamery. 

On June 7, 1899, the shipment of 
butter from Grantsburg to New York 
City was 12,250 pounds. .^Thls was thC' 
product of one weeks run of the^ 
creameries and contained ^the first 
butter made by the Falun creamery^ 
A picture of this creaiiery is to be-
found on page 38. This was the fourth' 
creamery to be built in the county 
and is still fourth in the amount of 
butter m^de. I t is less than three-
miles from the Wood River creamery 
aod has a smaller territory in which-
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to^secure milk. The farmers are in- • 
creasing their herds of cows and the 
business is growing at the butter fac­
tory. Ed. C. Johnson,the Falun post-
masterj is secretary and treasurer. 

July 12, 1899, the Trade River 
creamery, (see page 48) began ship­
pings This is located near the south 
line of the county about ten miles di­
rect south of the county seat. 

The creamery pictured on page 37 
and known as Doctor's Lake joined 
the ranks of shippers on August 9, 
1899, and on tha t date sent 480pounds 
of bu t t e r to New York City. Since 
then it has run its product up to more 

,M. CODDON, MERCHANT, 
GRANTSBURG^ 

a uL ± 000 pounds tor a week. I t is 
.̂ .«-i4*c Loai Siien postoffice and its 
cu^^fjrh^ liianager is Daniel JohnsoOj 
jilt "-'jreti postiiki«tei. This factory 
.^ ill a iOL'ciUly ri,i cioseiy settled and 
iifis il iioMied liUiuber ol patrons, Th3 
outlook lor aiaij} moic cows In the 
future is very promising. 

The buildiog of these three cream­
eries In 1899 doubled the number in 
the county. No new creameries were 
built the next year. In 1901 the Web­
ster creamery was started aod about 
the same time one was started at 
Clam Falls, over the Hoe in Polk 

THOS, H. WILLIAMS, STATION AGENT^ 
GRANTSBURG. 

county. The latter furnished an out" 
let for the milk in th3 southern part 
of town of La lo l le t te the same as 
did one in Barronett, Barron Co.j for 
the milk In the town of Rusk. 

In the spring of 1902 the Alstad 
Creamery (see page 49) was built and 
made its first shipment on June 18th. 
This creamery Is located six miles 
south and four miles west of the coun­
ty seat and in the vicinity of several 
thousand acres of undeveloped meac-

.is^ 

\ 

OLE C. BRANSTAD, ANDERSONVILLB 

REBEL PRISON SURVIVOR. 
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ows and tamarack swamps and no 
doubt has a very brilliant future be­
fore it. I t IS directly or: the ' 'Air 
Line'- railroad survey between St. 
Paul aod Superior. Ole Bye is the 
secretary and manager of the cream­
ery. 

On page 52 is a picture of the West 
Sweden creamery. This is just over 
the line in Polk county. I t was not 
a co-operative creamery until a few 

A. L. EVANS, • JOURNAL REPORTER., 

GRANTSBURG, HEIGHT F I V E F E E T 

SIX INCHES, 

years ago. The original start was 
made before any of the creameries of 
Burnett county were boilt and did 
not receive a very liberal patrooagi 
uDtil it came directly into the hands 
of the farmers as owners. Since then 
it has been very prosperous. A great 
deal of the butter manufactured has 
been sold direct to consumers and yet 
during 1900 the shipments to New 
York City exceeded 33,000 pounds. 
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COUNTY JAIL AND SHERIFF 'S RESIDENCE. (SEE PAGE 74,) 

Another Polk county creamery (At­
las) is shown en page 51. This is just 
half a mile south of the Burnett coun­
ty line and nearly half of the milk 
used comes from Burnett county. 

This is one of the largest creameries io 
this part of the state, the shipments 
for several years having exceeded t h e 
largest creamery in Burnett county 
about ten per cent. 
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In 1896 a plan wa? developed where­
by a refrig-erator car was started from 
Grantsburg every Wednesday direct 
for New York City. This was. loaded 
with nothing but creamery butter and 
was well filled before i t reached St. 
Paul. I t always reached New York 
in time for the Monday morning mar­
kets and Burnett county butter al­
ways brought a cent above the mar­
ket price. Up to a year ago all the 
creameries pictured in this book ship­
ped by this car, but when the '\Soo 
Line" opened its Frederic branch At­
las and West Sweden changed to that 
road. Eight creameries still ship by 
the way of Grantsburg and the 
through car still runs. 

For six months previous to Septem­
ber,, 1902, six of the creameries shipped 
the following number of 60 pounds 
tubs: Grantsburg, 1013; Wood River, 
988: Trade Lake 761; Falun, 319;Trade 
River, 237, and Doctor's Lake, 233. 
During the latter half of that time 

P . E PETERSON^ FURNITURE AND 

BUILDING MATERIAL DEALER, 

GRANTSBURG. (SEB PAGE 

112.) 

E A DURKEE, PEIIIDA, WIS. BUILDEPi. 

OF COUNTY J A I L AND S H E R I F F ' S 

RE SIDENC E. (S EE PAGE 96.), 

Webster shipped 86 tubs and in twT-
months Alstad shipped 93 tubs. The 
total butter shipments for six mcmthg. 
ran close to a quarter of a million 
pounds and distributed among the 
farmers of the county about $75,000 OL 
ac average of about $400 each day. 

With the butter business out in it.̂ ; 
infancy it does not take any great 
stretch of imagination to look into-
the future and see a million dollarg. 
worth of butter made in this countj 
in a year as tee field Is wide in wbI*cL' 
to yet build creameries, and all of the 
present creameries can handle many 
more pounds of milk. 

In a dozen different localities new 
creameries are being projected and all 
tha t is required to insure their bofitf-
log is the coming in of a few more 
settlers with a few more cows aod m. 
man or two of push to turn the talk 
into actual results. If there was not 
another thing to recommend Burne t t 

. , [̂ \̂̂ /̂̂ ^̂ C'̂ "̂ ON NOTE: The statement on pa>ge 95 tha t Ole Bye is secretary and ma nag©-* 
of the Alstad creamery is an error. He is one of the directors and was one of fhe. prim© 
mc»vers ir! getting the creamery established. The secretary is Albert Gissler and the presi­
dent is thomas Sadler.] 



9̂8 BURNETT COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 

MARTIN GISWOLD'S CATTLE IN GRANTSBURG STOCK YARDS. 

county to the intending settler the 
butter business alone would make it a 
rich community. We have the grass 
and water to make the milk. This is 
elearly proven by the creameries now 
In successful operation. 

GRASSES. 

T?he highest scientific agricultural 
authori ty says tha t in no place in the 
world is there any better grass for 
-butter and cheese making than in 
W<jrtherii Wisconsin. I t is conceeded 
'Uiat where tame grasses are abundant 
4t. is better to make cheese than but« 
•ter,-consequently that pushes the but-
tter making out into the newer coun­
t ies where wild grass is more plenty 
^ a a tame. 

l o Burnett county the farmers have 
%een raising but little tame grass un­
l i t within a few years and on the sand 
lands there has been but little experi-
m^ntiEg. On the clay lands are many 
fine fields of-clover and the farmers 
a-re just beginning to realize tha t 
€lo¥er is a nrofitable crop. There has 
feee-a practically no clover raised for 
seed and this branch of farming needs 
a few e.xperien,Ged far-mers to push it 
aloDg, 

Some clover has been raised success 
fully on sand land but It has not been 
well tested as yet. 

The common quack grass has been 
found to thrive on sand lands but this 
is so hard to destroy that land once 
seeded to it will probably never be 
used for general farming. Agricult­
ural college professors advise against 
sowing this grass as they are satisfied 
that there are better grasses yet to be 
proven. 

The writer of this book has experi­
mented with other grasses on a small 
scale and if the same success is met 
with on a larger scale there is oo 
question tha t there are certain grass­
es tha t will turn the dryest sand bar­
rens into good pasture. With good 
pasture for stock the price of the land 
must go up and there will be no waste 
land in the county. 

There is a grass imported from 
Russia tha t has been tried in this 
county ?,nd has thrived under very 
adverse circumstances. The first year 
i t does nothing but root, and to those 
not familiar with it it Is very dis­
couraging, as the top growth is but a 
few inches. The next year i t miakes 
good pasture and hay and in the third 
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JOHN CARLSON'S STORE AND RESIDE N^CE, TRADE LAKE. 

year i t grows most luxuriantly. I t is 
not killed out by drought ana stands 
the trampling of stock very well. A 
sample of this grass can be seen grow-
ing'around T H E IOURNAX. office in 
Grantsburg and there are a number of 
small fields started in several parts of 
the county. 

There is a good opportunity for men 
of capital to buy up the cheap sand 
lands, sow them to this grass, turn 
the sand barrens into green fields and 
cover them with stock. When the 
scheme has been proven successful 
the lands will sell at a good profit and 
will increase in richness instead of 
run out. Many thousands of acres 
can thus be brought into successful 
cultivation, the projectors will make 
money and become public benefac­
tors. 

Some of these sand lands can be 
bought as low as from three to five 
dollars an acre, be made to pay in 
crops the cost of getting them seeded 
to this Russian grass and finally sell 
for several times the original cosL 
This is a project worthy of considera­
tion by men of means. 

AGRICULTURAL FAIRS. 

The Burnett County Agricultural 
society has held twenty-five annual 

fairs and is in a flourishing condition. 
The society owns twenty acres of land 
half a mile south of the business por­
tion of the village of Grantsburg, has 
a good fair house, a race track, grand 
stand and other buildings. The an­
nual exhibit is good. The fair Is us­
ually held on the fourth week in Sep­
tember. 

The Grantsburg Market Day Asso­
ciation holds monthly Market Days at 
the county seat on tee third Saturday 
of each month and. some very good 
displays of stock and farm produce 
are frequently made. 

INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

In the village of Grantsburg there 
are three insurance agents represent­
ing standard fire insurance compaDies 
but these agents seeR no business out­
side of the village. The outside bus­
iness is handled among the farmers by 
two mutual companies. 

The Trade Lake Town Fire Insur­
ance Company is the older company 
and has been doirg business for a 
number of years. I t Is a very strong 
company and operates chiefly through 
the western and southern part of the 
county. Andrew Anderson, of Trade 
Lake, is the secretary. 

The Farmers Mutual Insurance Co.,̂  
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AUGUST BYNELL AND WIFE, GRANTSBURG. 

of Rusk and LaFollette, is a new com­
pany. J. A. Schoonover, of May post-
office^ is the secretary. This company 
has a good start. At present the 
greater part of its business is In the 
northern and eastern part of the 
county. 

SECRET SOCIETIES. 

There are many people who will be 
interested to know tha t there are 
numerous fraternal organizations in 
the county. The village of Grants­
burg boasts of ten. In the rest of the 
county but one society has succeeded 
in getting lodges established. The 
M. W. A. has camps at Trade Lake, 
Webster, Orange, May, Hertel and 
Grantsburg in the county and at Wolf 
Creek, Atlas and Clam .E'alls just over 
the line in Polk county. The Mason**, 
Odd Fellows, Knights of Honor, Mod­
ern Woodmen, Woor^men of the 

World, Good Templars, Juvenile Tem­
ple, Royal Neighbors, Daughters of 
Rebekah and Eastern Star all have 
organizations in the village of Grants­
burg and there are no finer halls any­
where In the northwest than the two 
that are known as the Masons' and 
Odd Fellows' halls. 

POLITICALLY. 

So far as party politics are con­
cerned here is but one party organ* 
Ization in the county. In 1900 there 
were 1,3B6 votes cast for presidential 
candidates- and of these Wm. Mc-
Kinley -received 1,112. 

This is sutficient proof tha t the 
county is strongly republican. Six 
years ago the democrats held a con­
vention but made no nominations for 
county offices. That year the peoples 
party had a county ticket In the fie^d 
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C. J . JACOBSON AND W I F E , WOOD LAKE. 

and again In 1898. Since then there have 
been no party nominations except by 
the republicans. There are usually 
enough independent candidates to 

arouse an interest in election and get 
the voters out. 
The countyis dl vided I nto seven towns 

and one village and a supervisor from 
each of these forms the county beard. 
The village is Grantsburg and one of 
the towns is also known as Grantsburg 
but they are two separate corpora­
tions. The ether towns are Trade 
Lake, Wood Lake, Marsland, Meenon, 
Rusk and LaFollette. I t is expected 
tha t the town of Meenon will In the 
near future be divided into three 
towns and this , will give a county 
board of ten members. These are all 
chosen at the spring election and 
party politics has no voice In their 
selection. 

POPULATION. 

The 1930 census gave the total pop­
ulation of the county as 7,478. This 
was divided as follows: Grantsburg 
town 1,688, Grantsburg village 612, 
Marshland 708, Meenon 1,252, Rusk 
€30, Trade Lake 1,174 and Wood Lake 
1,414. I t is estimated that at the 
present time the population is nearly 
10,000. 

BOARD OF IMMIGRATION. 

Up to a few years ago but little was 
done to at t ract the settlers to this 
county. The I nterests of the lumber­
men and others were in an opposite 
direction and more was done to keep 
settlers out than was done to brins? 
them In, In 1895 there was a general 
awakening all over the state to the 
possibilities of farming lo Northern 
Wisconsin and Immigration conven­
tions were held in many parts of the 
state. Such a convention was held in 
Grantsburg and attracted so much at­
tention through the dally press tha t 
the county got a good advertising. 
About that time a board of Immigra­
tion was formed and has been main­
tained in some way ever since. 

From time to time the county ap­
propriated small sums of money and 
this was invested by the board most 
economically in Incidental expenses. 
What was left wa« spent for photo­
graphs and the making of cuts until a 
large collection of the latter was se­
cured A. year ago the county appro­
priated a sum about equal to the total 
of what had been appropriated before 
and the secretary of the Immigration 
board was Instructed to make the best 
use of it he could. He started this 
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book in February, used all the money 
the county had put up and then in­
vested four or five times as much of 
.his own funds in the effort to make It 
as...complete as possible. He printed 
nearly ten times as many copies as 
the board had expected him to do and 
is .depending upon the sale of a large^ 
number of the^e to reimburse him for 
his outlay. 

In preparing the copy he has sought 
to answer eyevy question about the 
county which has been asked him dur­
ing the past seven years and as the 
book has grown from month to month 
the questions have been piling up un­
t i l there seems to be no limit. 

Prospective settlers are inquisitive 
people and want to koow much. The 
only way they can know all there is to 
be known about the county Is to read 
this book carefully and then subscribe 
for one ' of the h;cal papers in the 
county. There are two, mention of 
which'is made elsewhere in this book. 
The Sentinel is published by Ahlstrom 
& Myrland and The Journal by Ed L. 
Peet, the writer of this book. Either 
paper will send a free sample copy if 

THOSTEN OLSON, MERCHANT, 

. GRANTSBURG. 

P . D. HICKERSON, LIVERYMAN 
GRANTSBURG. 

applied for. Both olfices are located 
In Grantsburg. The Sentinel building 
is shown on page 34 and The Journal 
buildlDg on page 22. Subscribers who 
seek information not contained in this 
book will have many of their ques­
tions answered in the coliimns of the 
local papers if they will request it. 

This book being the work of the 
board of Immigration appointed by 
the county is official. No doubt i t 
will be preserved by many for a long 
time and used for reference. I t can 
in no sense be complete as changes are 
going on too rapidly to make wra t is 
told today exactly true tomorrow. 
The first 16 pages of the book were 
printed over seven months before this 
page was written and some time must 
elapse ere the last page will be print­
ed. BefoFj writing the last pages of 
the book some reference must be 
made to 

THE PICTURES IN" THE BOOK. 

The rea'son for using so many pic­
tures is that they add to the attrac­
tiveness of the work. M'any persons 
will buy and circulate a book of th is 
kind if it 1- well Illustrated when 



A. E. NELSON, MERCHANT, GRANTS­
BURG. 

they would not send out the mere 
statements of what the county is 
like. Many of those whose pictures 
appear in the book have purchased In 
advance several dollars worth of the 
books and will assist in the distribu­
tion. Not all of the prominent peo­
ple of the c juoty are represented as i t 
has been impossible to get their pho­
tographs. The buildings and scenes 
pictured are but a hint of what is in 
the county. There are thousands of 
things which ought to appear in the 
book but are left out because the pic­
tures could not be had in time. 

Many intending settlers wiil be a 
long time making up their mind to 
move to Burnett county and this book 
will assist them In becoming acquain­
ted with some of the people in it. I t 
is for that reason so many portraits 
are used. The reader is Introduced to 
the people in advance. The book is 
In 00 sense a history of the county but 
is simply a help to intending settlers. 
Naturally in the reference to the 
people pictured in i t some histtjry wiil 
be told. The most historical picture 
In it is the one which appears on the 
title page. I t represents Canute A n-
derson, 
THE FOUNDER OF BURNETT COUNTY. 

Canute Anderson was born in Nor-
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way ID 1830. -When 21 years old he 
came to America and began as a river-
man OQ the Mississippi. He soon 
worked his way to th^ head of na­
vigation and when winter came hired 
out at Osceola to go into the woods 
for the winter. The camp was near 
the St. Croix river north of where 
Grantsburg now stands. 

He concluded that he would settle 
near there and in 1852 secured land 
south of there and became an actual 
resident., From tha t day to the time' 
of his death In 1893 he was ever active 
in promoting the welfare of the coun­
ty and was instrumental in getting 
many people to settle in the COUD» 
ty. As pobtmaster, county clerk, as­
semblyman, store keeper, hotel keep­
er and farmer he was first in the coun­
ty and also held nearly every office in 
the county. Many of his descendants 
and other relatives are still residents 
of the county. 

COUNTY OFFICERS. 

On pages 60 to 70 are pictures of t he 
county officers. P.iges 103-8 are be­
ing printed-as election is in progress 
and five of the court house officials are 

ISAAC L. BURCH, T.U3I.BERMAN AND 

CRUISER. 
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'candidates without opposition to suc­
ceed themselves. Two are by law pro-
iiibited from succeeding themselves, 
one has an opponent, one is an ap­
pointed officer,the county board mem­
bers are elected in the spring and the 
soonty judge has over three years yet 
%o serve be'ore his term expires. 

F G. Dahlberg, whose picture ap­
pears on page 60, is the present coun­
t y judge. He was born in Sweden in 
1857, came to America when he was 
ten years Oid and has "made his own 
way in the world" since he was four­
teen. He has been railroad contrac­
tor, farmer, public official and imple-

?.nent dealer with succsess. His home 
nas been Minneapolis one year, Trade 
'Lake thirty-five years and at the pres­
ent time, although holding a county 
office and selling farm machinery at 
the county seat, his residence Is Trade 
Lake. His family consists of a wife 
and eight daughters. In spite of the 
dig .dty of his office his friends call 
bim ^'Gust" and he Is known as a 
great hustler both In business and 
politics. Since taking the office of 
county judge last January he has glv-
•311 considerable attention to public 

:fy '• 
:P<^^%^ 
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A^Y C . o CHRISTIANSON, PA^T( R NOR­

WEGIAN METH'^DIST CHURCH, 

GliANTSBURG. 

CHARLES ELG, OF JOHN ELG & SONS, 
MERCHANTS, GRANTSBURG. 

land matters and has locat<^d a large 
number of settlers on homesteads. He 
takrs to politics like a duck to watsr 
and It is seldom that the faction he Is 
with does not come out on top. He Is 
well posted on land matters and is a 
good man to go to for Information. 

W. E. Armstrong, county clerk, is 
also probate register or deputy judge 
and president of the board of immi­
gration. He is serving his first term 
as cLrk and Is a candidate for re­
election without opposition. He has 
been a resident of the county for four­
teen years and is a native of Illinois. 
He took a homestead in what is now 
the town of Rusk. WTille living there 
he was for a number of years town 
clerk and also served as chairman of 
the town board. His official duties 
require him to live in Grantsburg but 
he has a farm in the town (jf LaFol­
lette to which he ma" retire when he 
gets tired of public life. He is the 
first American bo^n of American par­
ents w ĥo has held the office of county 
clerk in Burnett ccRiuty for many 
years. His picture appears on 
page 61. 
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Page 62 shows the faces of Burnett 
county's treasurer and sheriff. Treas­
urer Tollefson Is now serving his 
-eighth year In tha t office aod before 
•becommg treasurer was sheriff. In 
Wisconsin a treasurer can serve but 
•two terms in succession and he will 
therefore go out of office next 
January 

Sheriff Olson has long been a resi­
dent of the county and is one of its 
most enthusiastiG sportsmen. One of 
his hunting parties Is represented on 
page 4L Thereds so little to do in 
the offî je of sheriff in this county that 
Mr. Olson devotes most of his time to 
work on the road as traveling sales­
man for a wh jlesale house, leaving a 
-deputy to look after what may show 
up outside of court weeks. The sher­
iff servas but one term and Mr. Olson 
will have a successor next year. 

The pictures on page 63 represent 
the clerk of court and the district at­
torney. Clerk Hickerson has held his 
office nearly sixteen years and during 
tha t time has written more applica­
tions for homesteads than any other 
-clerk of court In Northern Wisconsin. 
He has been a resident of the county 
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r . C. ANDERS0.N, BARBER, 

GRANTSBURG. 

NORDAL C. UNSETH, DRUGGIST, OPTI­
CIAN AND JEW^ELER, GRANTS­

BURG, 

almost from Its infancv and knows 
every part of it well. He is again a 
candidate and has no opposition. 

Mr. Myrland has -been a resident 
of the county nearly six years aod has 
held the office of d strict attorney four 
years. He is a candidate for re-elec­
tion without opposition. He lschair» 
man of the republican county commit­
tee. Before engaging in the practice 
of law he was principal of several high 
schools in the southern part of the 
state. He is a native of Norway. In 
addition to his law practice he Is one 
of the editors of the Burnett County 
Sentinel and half owner of the same. 

Page 64 shows the register of deeds 
and county surveyor, "Lit t le And­
rew" as Mr. Anderson is best known 
is perhaps the most popular man io 
the county. For sixteen years he has 
recorded the deeds of this county and 
seldom has any opposition when he 
runs for any office. He is again the 
the party nominee without opposition 
and will be re-elected. He is always 
seeking to do for others and never to 
do .';thers. This ^ives him a very large 
circle of adniirers who are always 
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ready.to give him anything.he wants 
politically. He is one of the partners 
in the store of Anderson & Son. For 
many years he has been village clerk 
and also the secretary of the Burnett 
Count7.Agricultural Society. 

Surveyor Webster is comparatively 
a new man in Burnett county, having 
lived here but five years,but he knows 
the ground like a book, having sur» 
veyed in every town. During this 
time he has won a very eoviacle le-
putation In his business and it is gen­
erally believed tha t "if Webster can 
oot find the witness trees aod -the 
corner it is no use for anyone else to 
look." H I S home is in the town of 
Meehon and his postoffce address is 
Dongola. His wife was recently ap­
pointed postmistress there aod the of­
fice will soonsbe moved to his farm in 
.section 20, 39-15. He is thoroughly 
posted lo all land matters and any 
business entrusted to him will re­
ceive prompt and reliable attention. 
-He formerly lived ia Dunn county^ 
this state, and io South Dakota. 

Page 65 contains the portraits .of 
Mrs. Fay S. Williams, county superin-
tendeot of schools, and Andrew G. 
Peterson, county supervisor of assess-
i i ie r i t^ . 

L A. LARSON, CF LA KS^ N B P.OS . 
MERCHANTS, GRANTSBURG, 

EDDIE LARSON, OF LARSON BliOS.j. 

MERCHANTS GRANTSBURG. 

Mrs. Williams was born at Oshkosh^ 
Wis.5 where she lived until she was 
married and removed to South Dako» 
ta. She taught school there several 
years and in 1889 removed to Buroett 
county. She was superintendent in-
1895-1896, 1901-1902 and Is an indepen­
dent candidate for re-election. 

The office of supervisor ot assess-
meets was created by the legwJiture 
and Andrew G. Peterson, ot Wood 
Lake, was selected by the ^timty 
board to till the place. He ha^ -?MTd 
Burnett county one term as .̂  erift 
aud has taken an active part 'D local 
politics since 1896. He was horo in 
Sweden m 1863, came to Minne- 'a ic 
1868 and to Burnett courty m 1872 
Burnett county has never had A ^ te? 
official than Mr. Peterson has h^3 3. 

Simon Thoreson, whose pitfi le ap-
pears on page 66, is best know J T ^>e 
county as proprietor of '°Tt ^ Big 
Store-' (see page 73). He is cun roan 
tf the county board, representi'i^ ^he 
village, and Is member of a^'-eri^bly-
elect. He is treasurer of the U'urd of 
imiiiigration and Is connected witl ei« 
n.iost every public enterprise r i the 
county. He was born in Norwaj c IS49 
aod came to what is now Burner fc K ^^m-
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ty in 1861. He has been, a prominent 
figure in local politics for many years. 
He will represent Burnett and Polk 
counties in the Wisconsin legislature 
this winter. No other candidate 
was nominated against him. 

Page 67 contains pictures of two 
more members of the county board, 
both of whom at this time are candi­
dates for ether county offices. August 
Cassel is the republican nominee for 
county treasurer and Ole Mattson is 
running independent for sheriff. 

August Cassel was born in Sweden 
in 1848 and has been a resident of Bur­
net t county for 32 years. He has been 
clerk of one school district twenty 
years, member of the county board 
fifteen years, sheriff five years and has 
held other town offices a number of 
years. For six years he has teen sec­
retary of the Wood River Creamery 
(see page 92), treasurer of Trade Lake 
Insurance Co. (see page 99) two years 
and president of the Farmers' Starch 
Co. 5 (see page 31) two years. New set­
tlers will find him a good man to ap­
ply to for information about the coun­
ty. His present postoffice address is 
Wood Lake. 

IRA C. JONES, OF THE TERRA OOTTA 

BRICK CO., GRANTSBURG. 

DAVID LARSON, OF LARSON BROS.^ 

3IERCHANTS, GRANTSBURG.. 

Ole Mattson lives near the sosth 
lioe of the county, the postoffice v^here 
he gets his mail is Atlas, just over the 
line in Polk county. He has been 
identified with the town management 
of Trade Lake for a number of years 
and was at one time under sheriffs 
He is a farmer and runs a saw miiL 
He was born in Sweden forty-four 
years ago and has been a resident of 
Trade Lake for thirty-three years. 

-On page 68 are pictures of the mem­
bers of the county board from the 
towns of Marshland and Rusk. 

Peter Elarquist, chairman of the 
town, of Marshland, was born in 
Sweden sixty-five years ago, was edu­
cated for the ministry but has given 
his attention to farming for many 
yeais. He is one of the best orators 
in the county but he no longer 
preaches. 'There are lots of people 
who do not like him but they all 
recognize his value as a town official 
and even his worst enemies vote for 
him. He has done a great deal for 
t-he»benefit of the town of Marshland 
and has raised one of the best fam­
ilies-in the county. 

Close statistics in regard to Andrew 
Dahlstrom are lacking. He is post-
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master at Doran, chairman of the 
Rusk town board and ex-county sur­
veyor. He is a level headed business 
man and farmer and a citizen to whom 
new comers can tie to their advantage, 

J. D. Hunter, whose picture appears 
on page 69, is chairman of the town 
of La Follette, He Is fifty-three years 
old, has been a.resident of the county 
sixteen years and of the state forty-
eight years. He was for many years 
a resident of Pierce county. He Jives 
on section 32, township 38. range 15, 
and gets his mail at,Clam Falls. He 
says tha t since coming to Burnett 
county he has made dollars where he 
made cents before. 

Tobias Thoreson, whose picture ap­
pears on page 70, is a brother of Simon 
Thoreson and the representative in 
the county board from the town of 
Grantsburg. He is fifty-eight years 
old and has lived in Burnett county 
forty years. He was born in Norway. 
He resides on the • place which his 
father homesteaded nearly forty years 
ago and lives within a mile of the 

.JOHN FORSBERG, SUNDAY SHOOL SUP­

E R I N T E N D E N T AND STAGE PRO­

PRIETOR, TRADE LAKE. (SEE 

PAGES 88 AND 89.) 

JOHN O. AK.ERLTND, RETIRED FARMER, 
TRADE LAKE. 

village limits. He has served as sher­
iff two years and for Feven years has 
been a member of the town board. He 
has been in the county board four 
terms. He is the republican nominee 
for sheriff. 

On the same page is a picture of A* 
M. Anderson, woo by being deputy 
sheriff is one of the county officers. 
He was sergeant-at-arms of the assem­
bly In the last state legislature and is 
serving his first term as president of 
the Burnett County Agricultural So­
ciety. He was born in Norway in 
1866 and has lived in Grantsburg since 
1879. He was in the railroad business 
for eight years and for six years wis 
editor of the Burnett County SenticeL 
He is a man of considerable property 
and his business at the present time 
is of a speculative nature. 

We have beeo unable to get a pho­
tograph of IL J. Hal I berg, the chair­
man of the town of Meenon, but with 
the one exception all the officers of 
the county are pictured in this book. 

On page 33 is a fine picture of Hon. 
Ole Erickson He was born In Sweden 
|n 1864, came to America in 1878, set-
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THE SHADED PORTIONS OF T H E ABOVE DIAGRAM SHOW LANDS I N TOWN­

SHIP 42, RANGE 14, FOR SALE BY T H E CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS 

& OMAHA RAILWAY. SEE P A G E 37. 

tied in Burnett county In 1891 and has 
taken an active interest in local and 
state politics for a number of years. 
He has been farmer, lumberman,clerk, 
merchant and county officer. His term 
as member of the legislature will not 
expire until 1903 and he is now post­
master. 

PICTURES OF OTHER P E O P L E . 

On page 69 is a portrait of James H. 
Jensen and on page 29 is his residence. 
He was born in Burnett county of 
Norwegian parents, in 1864, Up to 
the age of seventeen he was a farmer. 
After that he clerked in stores until 
1891 when he became county clerk 
and served six years. After that he 
engaged In the real estate business, 
bought a section of land just over the 
county line in Barron county and be­

came pr^-prietor of the townsite of 
Barronett. He is now engaged in real 
estate deals in many parts of the state 
but his home is in Grantsburg. 

On page 53 is a cut of the heavisst 
individual land owner of any of the 
residents of the county. Mr. Erbes 
came to this county from Iowa in the 
spring of 1899 and bought 11,000 acres 
of meadow land. He has since added 
to his holdings until he now has about 
15,000 acres, having in the meantime 
drained and sold several thousand 
acres of his original purchase. His 
scheme is to ditch and put under cul­
tivation all of his meadows and resell 
in small farms to those who will be­
come residents of the county. While 
he has considerable capital at his dis­
posal he has found the work could be 
more economically handled by a larger 
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capital and he has not pushed the 
work as rapidly as was at first hoped. 
At the present time negotiations are 
being conducted that will bring all 
of his holdings into the hands of 
small farmers and will add much to 
the population of the county. This 
*'Big Meadow" scheme is worthy of 
the closest investigation on the part 
of those who wish to engage in stock 
farming. His address is Grantsburg, 
Wis, and he will gladly give all in­
quirers such information as they de­
sire. He is by trade a carriage maker. 

On page 71 is a fine picture of Major 
J. S. Baker. He is there referred to 
as manager of the Gushing Land 
Agency whereas he is president and 
Ms son H. D. Baker is manager. 
Major Baker has a military record 

which alone would make an interest­
ing book. He has been the most ex­
tensive owner of real estate of anyone 
who has ever invested in the county 
and there are few abstracts ever made 
out for Burnett real estate that do 
not contain his name or on^ of the 
land companies he has been interested 
in. He still owns several thousand 
acres in the county. 

The other picture on page 71 is that 
of W. F. Steve, principal of the 
Grantsburg high school. He has been 
in charge of this school since the fall 
of 1898 and has brought it up to a high 
standard. His wife is also a teacher 
In the same building and has done 
much to build up the school, He was 
born at Yerona, Wis., Feb. 20, 1874. 
He moved with his parents at the age 
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T H E SHADED PORTIONS OF T H E ABOVE DIAGRAM SHOW LANDS I N TOWN­

SHIPS 40 AND 4 1 , RANGE 15, FOR SALE BY T H E CHICAGO, ST. P A U L , MIN­

NEAPOLIS & OMAHA RAILWAY. SEE PAGES 38 AND 40. 

of four to Middleton where he worked 
on the farm and went to school up to 
1893. He then took the full four years 
course at the Plattville Normal 
school, graduating in the spring of 
1897. He was principal of the graded 
school in Yerona for one year and 
then came to Grantsburg. He has 
shown his faith in Burnett county by 
making several investments in land 
that have brought him good returns. 

On page 93 is a picture of Charles 
Bergfalk, clerk of the town of Marsh­
land. He was born in Sweden, Jan. 
24,1874, and came to America in 1885. 
He attended school in the old country 
and at Rush City, Minn., that being 

where his parents settled. He after 
wards lived in St. Paul, Minneapolis 
and Duluth and followed railroad 
work. For six years he was motor-
man on the Duluth street railway. 
Failing in health he came to Burnett 
county in 1898 and took up a home­
stead in sections 28 and 32, town 40-17. 
In the spring of 1901 he was elected 
town clerk and is now serving his 
second term. He is located on the 
summit of what is known as the "Big 
Ridge." and has a farm largely clay. 
He has prospered financially and is 
again a well man. Independent of 
what he has made in the raise in 
value of his land he has made more in 
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THE SHADED PORTIONS OF THE ABOVE DIAGRAM SHOW LANDS IN TOWN­

SHIP 40, RANGE 14, FOR SALE BY THE CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEPOLIS 

& OMAHA RAILWAY. SEB PAGE 39. 

Burnett county than he could possibly 
have done at his railroad work. He 
is a thorougly competent official, a 
pusher and is ever ready to aid new 
settlers In locating. His postoffice ad­
dress is Perida, Wis. 

The other picture on page 93 is An­
drew Peterson who, with bis father, 
Peter Erick Peterson, (see page 97) 
forms the firm of P. E. Peterson & 
Son. Both members of the firm were 
born in Sweden, the father In 1842 
and the son, June 18, 1866. They came 
to America In 1872 ard settled in Bos­
ton where for two years the father 
worked at his trade of cabinet mak­
ing. They then moved to Trade 
Lake, Wis., arriving there with just 
about the same amount of money they 
had when they reached Boston. In 

1875 they moved up to Grantsburg. 
At that time the father's capital con­
sisted of a growing family, a kit of 
tools, some household furniture and 
enough lumber to make a few articles 
of furniture. He opened a shop, made 
a bureau and sold it to get capital t o 
make two more. The story of> his 
struggle to get along is very interest­
ing and shows tha t pluck and econ­
omy will win. The son was taken 
into partnership about fifteen vears 
ago and they branched out into nearly 
every line of business. They ran flour 
mills, farms, stores, boarding house, 
dealt in real estate, etc , etc., etc., 
and today there Is no firm in the 
county any better fixed than they are. 
Furniture, wood, building material 
and real estate are the principal 
things they handle at the present 
time. 
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G. W. BELL 

On this page appears a picture 
of G. W. Bell, Land Commissioner 
for the Chicago, St. Paul, Minne 
apolls & Omaha Railway. Mr. 
Bell has been instrumental in sell­
ing over 50,000 acres of railroad 
land In Burnett county since be 
assumed the duties of commis­
sioner. . At the present time tbe 
company has less than 20,000 
acres left. This is all located in 
the eastern half of the county in 
ten different townships. Dia­
grams showing the location of 
these lands 'are printed in this 
book on pages 109 to 117. Under 
each diagram is given the number 
of the pige on which will be 

found a description of that township. A careful read­
ing of the entire book will ifive a good idea of the 
character of the railroad land in,each township. 

For a long time the railroad lands of Burnett county 
were held at a uniform price of $2,50 per acre but dur­
ing the past two years they have been steadily adyanc-

• ing until some of them are now held as high as $8.00. 
The minimum price Is $4 00 and any of the lands owned 
by the company will be sold on time. The terms are 
one-fifth down and the balance in four annual pay­
ments with a low rate of interest. The greater part of 
the lands in the ruunty are offered at $4.00 per acre. 

Tho company does not employ local agents to receive 
money and receipt for it but all over the county are 
men who aie familiar with the 
land and who go out for the 
company to show lands. They 
are not authorized to make sales 
bet many of them do make ^ales, 
receive money at purchaser's risk 
and close up the transaction as 
the agent of the purchaser and 
not of the company. I t is a per­
fectly safe way to buy the land 
and yet tbe purchaser will be 
wise in making such payment to 
do it by draft payable to G. W. 
Bell, Land Commissioner, Hud­
son, Wis. If for any reason the 
land cannot be secured the 
money will be returned and no 
loss sustained. For all informa­
tion- not contained in this book 
apply by letter or in person to 
G. W. Bell, Hudson, Wis. 

The policy of the land depart­
ment is to deal as liberally as 
possible with the actual settler. 
The man who makes his first 
p a y ­
m e n t 
a n d 
t h e n 
liberal­
ly i m -
pro V e s 
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THE SHADED PORTIONS OF THE ABOVE DIAGRAM SHOW LANDS I N TOWN­

SHIP 38, RANGE 15, FOR SALE BY T H E CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS 

& OMAHA RAILWAY. SEE PAGE 48. 

his land will, in case he runs short of 
money, find it much easier to get an 
extension of time than will the man 
who buys the land for purely specu­
lative purposes. 

Owing to the close proximity of 
these lands to large business centers, 
such as St. Paul, Minneapolis, Still­
water, Eau Claire, Superior, Duluth, 
Ashland, Milwaukee, and Chicago, 
all being within a few hours' travel 
by rail, a ready market with good 
prices is assured. Aside from the soil, 
one of the most important questions 
to be considered by a farmer in locat­
ing his home is a market. 

Tha t these lands are not out cf civ­
ilization is evinced by the fact that 
the Duluth Fast Mail makes the run 
from Chicago to Spooner in ten hours 
and thir ty minutes and the Twilight 
Limited runs from St. Paul to Spoo­
ner in two hours and fifty-seven min-
ntes. Spooner is but seven miles from 

the Burnett county line and there is 
not an acre of "Omaha" land in Bur­
nett county that is more than thirty-
five miles from Spooner or twenty 
from a railroad. Much of the land is 
inside of fifteen miles from some rail­
road station and all of i t is close to 
market as compared with lands 
farther west which sell for much 
higher prices. 

The Northwestern road is the short­
est road to Chicago and it has close 
connections with all eastern fast 
freight lines, making it of great bene­
fit to those who engage in the cream­
ery business. Burnett county is des­
tined to be a great dairy county and 
in the territory in which the 
*'Omaha" has railroad lands for sale 
there will be room for a great many 
cheese factories and creameries and 
these will all be located handy to ship 
over this fast road to the eastern 
markets. Although the road does not 
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THE SHADED PORTIONS OF THE ABOVE DIAGRA.U SHOW LAMDS IR TOWN­
SHIP 39, RANGE 15, FOR SALE BY THE CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS 
& OMAHA RAILW^AY. BEE PAGE 44, 

touch Burnett county it is a very im­
portant element in the development 
of the county and those who seek 
homes here should make a special ef-
sort to- investigate everything it has 
to offer. 

This companv, which is a part of. 
the Chicago & Northwestern system, 
makes rates over ihelr own.lines from 
points in Michigao, Wisconsin, Ill­
inois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Wyoming and both North and South 
Dakota, as well as over connecting 
lines to all parts of the United States 
and Canada. 

The passenger aud freight depart­
ments of the road recognize the im­
portance of settling up the country 
t r i tu ta ry to their lines aod make 
"many inducements to landseekers 
and actual settlers. 

For Information regardiDg passen-
ger rates write to T, W» Teasdaia, 
Geo^l Passenger A g t , St. Paul, Minn. 
• That portion of the county in which 
the railroad lands are located is par- G L , M I I . L K i i^^jge 1 1 8 . ; 
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'fjicularly fortunate in the class of peo­
ple who hava already located or made 
iiivestraeots there. Men of good edu-
carlon, some of them professional 
men, have located permanently. 
Otiiers have investments that bring 
tfioin here frequently and are looking 
loiwiirdto the time wlien they can 
become piTmaneni; residcEts of what 
they consider is the most delightful 
place they have ever known. 

OD the shores of Lake Gaslyn^ 
which Is located m the towns of Rusk 
aod Meencm, is what is in the future 
to be known as "The Lakeside -Stock 
Farm '' This is the property of G. L. 
Miller and his son Geo. E. Miller. A 
itifw postoffice koown as Gaslyn has 
rt^^'i located here and the fouoger 
iiv.o iiis been appointed postmaster. 
Ik- i\di engage exteoaively in the 
breeding of stock. His picture ap­
pears on this page. He is a graduate 
of one of the best high schools in the 
state but he has a natural likiog for 
the farm aod beiog a youog man with GEO. E . MILLER. 
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the best of habits^, wiil prove a sub-
stantial addition to Burnett county. 

G. L. Miller is an attorney at law 
wMose home at present is in Prairie 
du Chein, Crawford Co-̂  Wls» He has 
spent a great deal of time in Burnett 

county where he has made a number 
of investments and Where he expects 
to soon be located permanently. He 
Is a firm, fr'eod of Burnett county and 
has great faith in the future possibili­
ties of it, especially for dairying aod 
stock raising. His portrait appears 
on page 116» 

G, L. Jones, whose picture appears 
00 this page, lives oo section 18/ town 
41-14. Mr. Jones was boro In iass-
ville, Grant Co., Wis., In 1834, and 
moved to Menomonie^ Dunn coooty. 
in 1852. In 18£8 he went to Texas 
with five other young men. At the 
breaking oot of tlie civil war his com­
panions eotered the rebel army but 
he made his escape to the north leav­
ing several bundled dollars worth of 
property which he lost. He enlisted 
^ * i"° ' \ ' i '^i ' rion army^ served 
t'^'- ' .̂  - 'tr - mstered out an 
0 ' :'' ^^5".', ,-. survives eleveD 

GHA.S= MAESH, POSTMASTEK AT 

WEBLAKE (See p a g e 122.) 

J ?. 1 • ^ ? L'loO'oe ^ I. / p e ' V \ 
.' > ^ :] r,;ik(^ ?M .1 t e ynC) T ,^ ^ 

. ' 'iSi; t o 08 s r/' ^ ' ' ?r -i,, ih "-i o 

hr̂ î' man iic -ob"'*-̂ . o *- ^uy .̂)f*j t̂  
iav3*^tKiDir an ^ li'^ver ^ oted' foi- m 
. .91] fi'-erise- .̂ He -oî I his pa^jt 3t 
"'̂ '-? I Lak«̂ ^ o\ei tw'u y^^ars â fo Ji?ii 

„̂  f r^tr. f ine NOD, John E Jo'ci.'̂ !̂ , is 
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O S C A K J O H N S O H (TAILOil) AND FAMILY, GRANTSBURG, WIS . 

not yet weaned from newspaper life. He 
Is editor of the Washburn Times and al­
so postmaster at tha t place. Another 
soo, E. Jas Jooes, has abandoned his 
trade as a printer for the delights of 
hornesteading adjoining his father's 
ilifti. A daughter, MisH Melissa, Is one 
^H i ^lie popular teachers of the couDty.^ A 
step"daughter, Mrs Amy Huth, lives a 
*i'W miles east of him, aod with his chil-
b"eo til us close around him he is spend-
uj the happiest days of his life. He has 

„̂ êcit faith lo the future of Buroett 
!oiinty aod is ever ready to help the 
Li^Hiicseeker secure a place to his likiog* 
Ii IS postoffice address is Weblake^ Bur-
\ e t t i^onnty. Wis. He has an excellent 
' l'pi>rtunity to eugage in the raising of 

'bilberries and at the present time the 
'.living brooks'OQ his farm are tilled with 
'liuJreds of speckled trout. The visitor 

whv stops tlier J for a few hours wonders 
ii w any man can live m a great city af» 
ler having seen how Jones aod his family 
^r.Hiy the pleasures of backwoods life. 

Another newspaper man who is Lome-
^teadiug lo the northern part of Buroett 
county is F. R. Huth, whose picture ap­
pears 00 page 118. He was born in Wis- MKS. M, E . DOTY5 GRANTSBURGj WIS*' 
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JIEY. F W. COUilT, PASTOR CENTRAL 
METHODIST CHUilClI , GliANTSBUKG. 

coD^io 10 the town of Bloomer^ Chippewa counts, i-
backwood..v,4ike then than is any part or the state t ^v -̂. 
Germany the same year he was boro aod so few wo o /\> 
yoong Huth was ten years old before he could talk !v-.i> ^ 
ered old enough to go the looff distance required ^̂^ 'i-
xiia.;^tcred the country school and then the town i-v 'i^ '̂o. 
firihslie.*. lip with the high school in Chippewa V 4 >,-
tea::lK3r„ In 1885 he began to learn the printer's ivno.-.. 
Wurk!ii::iri and went from there to the Independeor, if 

was more 
c illi J from 
roor« that) 
-,ei] coDSia» 

He soon 
f̂ f t h a t h e 
e a school 
I ewa Falls 

V ^^x years 

S. E. JENSEN, OF LUTHEB, & JENSENj 
HARDWABE MEKCHANTSj 

GRANTSBURG. 

DAVID O. ANDERFON5 HARNESg 

MAKER, GRANT'&IURG. 
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RESIDENCE OF J. A. BICKERSON, GRANTSBURG, 

ih- the towns of Moorhe«d, Minn., and Fargo, N. T). He worked on rearly all 
the papers the 'e and finally became half owner and business manager of the"Far-
go D illv CommocweHith, While in that city he was a member of .the Busloess 
Men's Union arixl OL the N o n h Dakota Editorial Association, being one of the 
execDilve eomnOtite. In 1815 he was married to Miss Amy la}lor, of Edger-
tODj Wi<., and In 1̂ 96 he sold out his newspaper interests and removed to Sao 
Bernard loo, Cal. Diiiing the three years spent there he divided his time between 
fruit raising aod,newspaper \^ork and in 1899 returned to Chiipe^a county ex-

OLE ANDEESCN, GPAlsTSEl EG. J . A. HICKBRhON, GEANTgBLRG. 
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M. aAJ>mARSTKOM AND WIFE, OF ARMSTRONG & HAMMARSTROM. SAW 
MILL OPERATORS, GRANHSBURG. 

pectiog to go back to Ms first occupation of farming. A trip into Northern Bor-
iiett county coovineed him that he had found what he long had sought and he 
filed OD'a homestead in section 24, town 41-14. I t borders on the shores of Lost 
Lake aod is known as "The Pioes." He has opened up quite a farm and still 
found time to occasionally work at Ms trade. At the present time he is em­
ployed ID T H E JOURNAL office at Grantsburg but h.s home is on his homestead 
and his address is Weblake. Wis. During the short time he has been a resident of 
the county he has taken an active interest in the affairs of his town and county 
aod has m,ade a wide acquaintaoce. He is a member of the republican assembly 
committee of Buroett nni P::-]V -nunth-':u He has great faith io the place he has 

selected as his home and is satlsfitd tha t 
io all the .places he has visited there are 
noso:h advantageSj everything consid­
ered, as are to be found in Buroett 
county. There may be places where 
single advantages are greater but for 
combined advantages he thinks there is 
no equal. 

Charles" Marsh, the Weblake postmas-
ter^ whose picture appears oo page 118, 
was boro at Ooo, Fierce Co., Wis., March 
27. 1̂ >̂8. Te.n years later he moved to 
BairoD county w^here he lived about 
tweut> years. In October, 1899̂  he took 
a homestead in Burnett county. ID June, 
1*4̂ 2, he opened a general store in section; 
28, lowoship. 4114, and is doing a good 
biisirit^ss. He buys all kinds of farm 
pr )diif e and keeps an extensive line of 
^f^i'J? to supply the wants of the settlers, 
fl̂ ^ keeps well posted on all land matters-
dod IS ever ready to impart tha t Infor-
njatioii to others. He is both farmer 
anO parpeoter and is a good man for the 
foi ioty. • 

One or tne most enterprising business 
men of the northern part of the county 
is Robert Mageoson whose portrait ap» 
oeais on page 72 and whose store is pic-

'.'ONG, GRANTSBURG. t^J^ed 00 page 47. He was born on Marcb 



BURNETT COUNTY. WISCONSIN, 123 

C A R L L I N D E K ' S R U I L D I N G S J GRANTSBURG. 

16, 1875, on his father^s homestead half a mile north of the Grantsburg postoffice 
in what is now known as the old Buttrick building. Later the family removed to 
near what is now Alpha postoffice. In August, 1890, he began clerking for P. E. 
Peterson & Son and two years later went to work for Simon Thoreson. He worked 
io the "Big Store" for five and a half years and then opened a store out io the 
woods twenty-two miles northeast of Grantsburg. His partner in the eater-
prise Is Simon Thoreson. For five years the store has thrived and branched oot 
miUl the stock Is near ly as large as the parent store in Grantsburg. Robert took 
a home^-tead where the store stands and in 1899 was married to Miss Annie Olson, 
of Karlsborg, Wis. He was one of the prime movers in getting a creamery es­
tablished aod this summer he was instrumental do opening a fine blacksmith 
shop. A church and school house are near and so impoitant has become the 

point that a rival store has just started 
.,_____„»^.,^ „«.̂  ^ -.».---.-.=„--—--̂  up to get its share of the trade that-

comes to the thriving place known as 
Webster. 

On page 72 Is a portrait of Noble Wil­
son, a man whose occupation makes him 
useful to homeseekers. He is proprietor 
of the Wilson House, a moderate priced 
hotel In ^ Grantsburg, and also locates 
people on land. He was born in Penn­
sylvania In 1849 and came to Osceola, 
Wis., io 1861. Since then he has cruised 
the woods of the St. Croix valley con­
tinuously and knows it well both in Wis­
consin and Minnesota. His services can 
be obtained by writing some time in ad­
vance to Grantsburg. He was one of the 
state land appraisers this summer. 

The engraving company who made the 
majority of the cuts used in this book 
have said that they never had a better 
lot of photographs than the ones fur­
nished them by the Burnett County 
Board of Immigration. Nearly all of 
these were made in Grantsburg by a 
former resident, D. Stadin, now located 
at Cambridge, Minn., and G. Willard 
Shear^ who runs the gallery in Graots-

CARL LINDEXM: (HOMESTEADER). burg. 
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GHANTSBUIIG'S SILVER CORNET BAND. 

Mr. G. Willard Shear, whose picture 
appears on this page, has a record as an 
art ist and professional photographer 
which places him among those of hlghC'^t 
rank in his profession. Twenty-eight 
years ago he began under the highest 
masters of the art in the city of Adrian, 
Mich., In the days of the old wet-plate 
process when to be a proficient workman 
one had to 'k fow a" great deal about 
chemistry and human anatomy. After 
completing his photographic course he 
took up portrait painting under the best 
masters of the art in Detroit, Mich= 
Since then he has had an extensive and 
noted experience as an artist of high 
ability. For fifteen years he was official 
photographer for the Florida Division of 
the Louisville and Nashville R. R. Co., 
photographing over nearly every portion 
of the stare in a private car of the com­
pany. At the same time he was profes-
ksor of the School of Photography in the 
Florida Chautauqua at De Funlak 
Springs, Fia. He was engaged by the 
president of the Florida Chautauqua 
Assoelitlon to photograph both banks of 
the Hudson river in solid panorama from 
New York City to Albany, a distance of 
170 miles, in one continuous view. This 
was the most difficult and skillful piece 
of work In panoramic photography ever 
before accomplished by any artist in this 
country. The worK was for a New York 
publishing company aod required over 
one thousand 8x10 negatives and four 
months work to make them. Mr. Shear 
has had over twenty-five years practioal 
experience In the first ranks of photo- G. W I L L A R D SHEAR, xVRTI&T. 
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graphy, has m-ide it the deep study of 
Sis life and Is ti3->roaghly up-to-date in 
his line. He Is co npetent to hold the 
best positions in the larger cities, but 
the conditio i of his lieiith requires him 
to keep as much as po-^sible In bhe coun­
try air. After a f mT year's search - for 
health In the Garolloas and Ylrginia he 
decided to try the rigorou*- climate of 
the north and came to Burnett county 
as an experiment. He finds this place 
tlie besj of ail and has settled In Grants­
burg to <tj-'iy and --erve the public with 
ihe best of up-to date work in his line. 
He is a member of the Northwestern 
Photographers as^-oclation whî l̂i keeps 
its members well informed oo every­
thing of interest to his profession. 

The picture on page 95 shows that 
there are some large people in the coun­
ty. The Grantsburg vl;lage marshal is 
probably the largest policeman in the 
world. He is seven feet tall and weighs 
310 pounds. Every inch md every ounce 
is good solid >tutf and he is not a man to 
be trifled with. He wa^ born in Sweden 
in 1872 and has been in America ten 
years. He lived io Nebiaska two years 
aod then came to Burnett county where 
he worked as a farmer and woodsman in 
the town of Wood Lake He then spent 
two years at West Superior. He now 
holds the position of marshal ano street 
commissiooer and is one of Grantsburg's 
best citizen"^. He is averse to publicity 
and has refused many flattering offers to 
travel with shows. 

DR. C L̂  JOHNSON, GRANTSBURG, 

M. D. LONERGAN5 OF L 0 N E R 6 A N & 

BURGANi DRUGGISTS, GRANTSBURG. 

The smaller man Is A. L. Evans. He 
was born In Fonda, Iowa, in 1877 aod 
lived there until he came to Burnett 
county to take a position in The Jour­
nal office, m 1899. The next year he 
took a homestead near the mouth of 
Clam river and divides his time be­
tween farming aod oewspapc- r w....rk. 
='he pictures of August aod Anna 

'• i -istina Bynell appear'on pag-e 100.The 
•̂•••mer Is sixty-seven years of age and 

the latter sixty-two. She is his second 
wife and they have been married thir ty 
years. Mr. Byneli was born near Joo-
koping, Sweden, and was a wagon maker 
in the old country. Wh^'ii he came to 
America io 1869 he worked in the twin 
cities and on the railroad between 
Wvomlogand Pine City. That same y<̂ :ar 
he moved over into WIsconsio and put up a 
buildiog cm'Wood River where Grants­
burg now stands. There was one white 
man living near him. This man was a 
Mr. Peck who was county treasurer. By-
oelFs buildiog was used as a resideoce 
and blacksmith shop and subsequently 
by many other enterprises. I t was a 
very busy place- By his first wife he had 
one daughter who died in Sweden. The 
mother died In summer of 1870. By his 
second wife be has two sons and two 
daughters. One girl died. For over 
thirty years he has continuously run a 
blacksmith shop in Grantsburg with the 
exception of one summer when he built 
four miles of railroad north of Hay ward,, 
one summer as blacksmith in the erec­
tion of the Pillsbury mill at Minneapolis-
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and three winters when he logged. He 
lias ao inventive turn of mind aod has 
taken out several patents. A combina­
tion kolte is one but the most important 
is a very coovenient device for the tying 
cf cattle. This he manufactures in 
Grantsburg and sells all over the world. 
He seeds circulars describing i t to those 
w ĥo make inquiry and in this way does 
•considerable to advertise the county.His 
•address is Graotsburg. He has recently 
taken a homestead northwest of the vill­
age near the St^ Croix river and will 
-open a farm thare. He expects to sell 
enough state rights io his patents before 
long to avoid hard work in • the future 
and there would be a good opening for 
some youog worker in iron to buy him 
•out and manufacture the cattle ties here 
a t home. 

Isaac L. Burch (see page 103) was forty 
years old last July aod has lived thirty 
years io Buroett county. He was born 
M Swedish parents at Broctoo, N. Y., 
and from there his parents moved to 
Corry, Peae.;MoliQe, IIL, High Forest 
and Center City, MiDQ., finally settling 
io West Marshland, Burnett county. His 
father was a Swedish Methodist minister 
and did a lot of missionary work along 
both religious and immigration lines. 
Isaac has worked in this county as far-
.mer. surveyor, locator, cruiser and log­
ger.' At present he is log buyer for a 
Minnesota firm and his duties take him 
to many parts of the United States. He 
spent one summer in Indian Territory as 

Il AKRY BAGKMARK, ALSTAD CREAM­
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United States land appraiser and 
was state land appraiser in thi? county 
this summer. He has taken an active 
interest iu local politics for a number 
of years. 
On page 97 Is a portrait of the man 

who put up the building shown on page 
96. E. A. Durkee was born in Nova 
Scotia in 1865, moved to Minoeapolis in 
1882 and came to Burnett county in 1896. 
He took a homestead near what is now 
Perida postoffice and has opened quite a 
farm for a man whose occupation is 
strictly something else. He has about 
fifteen acres under cultivation with a 
fine lot of voung fruit which is doing 
well. He Is a contractor and builder and 
is away from home much of the time 
leaving his family on the claim to run 
the farm. He has recently formed a 
partnership with Charles Hendrickson 
of the same place and intends to have an 
office at the county seat aod do all kinds 
of building. He has an extensive exper­
ience'as foreman OQ some very promioent 
buildings in Mioneapolis, notably the 
Phoenix and McCormick tiuildings tha t 
cost many thousands of dollars. He was 
foreman for Leek & Prince of Mioneapo-
lis for a number of years and also had 
charge of the work of patting up about 
100 factories? and other buildings at St* 
Louis Park just w êst of Minneapolis* 
Tlie sheriff's residence aod jail is his 
best advertisement In this county for 
future consideration. 
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Page 102 shows the face of Thosten Ol­

sen, one of the heavy property owners of 
•the village, -He was born in Norway in 
1841, came to Chicago in 1867, a year 
later went to Minnesota and lived in 
Winona one year, St. Peter a year and a 
half and In St. Paul about seven years 
He was a shoemaker and for five "years 
was cutter for the St. Paul firm of Fore-
paugh & Tarbox. Breaking down lu 
-health he sought relief in the Wisconsin 
pines by settling in Grantsburg in 1879. 
In 1881 he started a drug store which he 
conducted until he sold out in 1899. He 
passed the examination and received his 
papers as a pharmacist in 1886. He was 
practically the first druggist In the coun­
ty. For ten years he has been the locai 
weather observer. He has served on tho* 
village council, school board, and the 
county fair board, He regained his 
health a few years after coming to 
Grantsburg and was strong and sound 
until he met with an accident that 
caused him to go out of business 
and rest. He Is again in better healtlj 
and keeps a stock of groceries. He also-
deals in residence and business village 
pn:perty and farms and farm lands, both 
selling and renting. 

John O. Akerlind, whose picture ap­
pears on page 108, was born eighty years 
ago last August In Sweden and Is still a 
strong healty man. ,He is by trade a 
brick mason but has been farming in 
Burnett county for over thirty years. He 
lives on the same place which he - home-
steaded at Trade Lake in the spring of 

CHARLES ANDERSON, (KING CARL) 
TRADE LAKE, WIS. 

JOHN HILLSTRAND, FREYA, WIS. 

1868. He has had twelve children and 
one of his sons has been sheriff of 
Burnett county. He was one of the 
founders, of the Baptist church at 
Trade Lake and is one of the most 
highly respected citizens of that part 
of the county. 

Perry D. Hickerson (see page 102) was 
born in Blanchard, 'Putnam Co., Ohio, 
Dec. 14, 1838, and first made his appear­
ance in Burnett county when not seven­
teen years old. In 1859 he became a per­
manent settler by living with his brother 
Nimrod (since dead) on Wood River west 
of the present village of Grantsburg. 
In 1862 he enlisted and served three 
years in the Seventh Minnesota Yolun-
teer Infantry. At the close of the war 
he took a homestead Joining the present 
village on the southwest. 'On the first 
day of February, 1866, he married a 
daughter of Peter Anderson(see page 16). 
In 1883 he built the Merchants hotel and 
ran that for about seventeen years when 
he sold out and engaged In the livery 
business. He has raised a large family 
of boys and girls, some of whom are fill­
ing responsible positions-in widely sepa­
rated parts of the United States. ' 

On page 94 is a portrait of Ole C. 
Branstad. who has a history of great 
length. He is sixty-three years old and 
was born ID Norway. As a sailor he 
traveled all over the world and as a sol« 
dier in the civil war of the United 
States he experienced nineteen months 
of the horrors of rebel prisons, one year 



1:̂ 8 BURNETT COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 

MRS, IDA NICHOLS (POSTMISTRESS) FRANK NICHOLS, JR.. ( M - E R C H A N T ) P E E T , WIS. 

being spent in that worst of all 
southern prison^, Andersonville. He 
came to Burnett county in 1868 
aod bought the land which he now oc­
cupies as a farm. The second picture 
from the top on page 8 is his farm res­
idence two miles south of the 
county seat. Mr. Branstad has filled 
the office of register of deeds and 
eouDty treasurer to the satisfaction 
of his constituents for several terms. 

When page 94 was printed the state-
aient was made under the cut of T. 
H. Williams that he was station 
agent. Since then he has resigned 
tha t position after filling if to the 
satisfaction of everyone for over 
twelve years. He was born In Ohio 
in 1.864. At the age of nine he began 
work as a coal miner in thifc state 
and learned what he thought was hard 
work. Deprived of the advantages of 
school it was some time before he 
could get into other work but success 
crowned his efforts aod he acquired 
ail e-docation from books aod experl-
erice. He came to Grantsburg at the 
age of twenty six a full fledged opera­

tor and station agent and saw the 
business at the depot grow from less 
than one man could handle 'easily to 
much more than three men could do. 
When it became harder work than coal 
mining he quit to get a rest and no 
longer works both night and day. He 
is a gentlem?D of leisure now but it is 
said he will soon become a Grantsburg 
merchant as he possesses the qualifi-
cations and the wherewithal. 

Oo page 94 IS a picture of Mendel 
Coddoo, who opened a clothing store 
in Graotsburg, April 10, 1902» Al­
though he is a new comer in the 
county he has built up a good trade 
and those who were prejudiced against 
him on the start are finding out t ha t 
he is a good business man aod all 
right socially. He m a German Jew 
and was born in Poland in 1874. He 
came to America in 1889 and forseyen 
years clerked in St. Paul strjres. He 
then engaged io business for himself 
at Zumbro Falls, Minn., and five years 
later removed to Grantsburg, Beiog-
a new comer himself he is anxious to 
meet all the new settlers aod there-
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fore Invites strangers coming to the 
county seeking homes to come in and 
see him. His store building is seen in 
the upper left hand corners of the pic­
tures on pages 4 and 23. 

On the opposite page (128) is a pic­
ture of Frank Nichols, jr., with his 
wife and little daughter, Julia Ber-
nlce. In the spring of 1902 Mr. Nichols 
took a homestead In town 40-18, built a 
house in the southeast corner of sec­
tion 26 and opened a small store there 
ID the following October. The writer 
of this book owns some land In the 
same section and when Mrs. Nichols 
was appointed postmistress for a new 
office to be located at their home they 
honored him by calling the new post-
office Peet. Between Clatn river, St. 
Croix river and the Big Meadows is a 
triaogular tract of land containing 
about 15,000 acres. One third of this 
Is low wet land, some of i t being an 
almost impenetrable swamp. The rest 
is sandy upland. On the edges of the 
swamps are some of the finest springs 
In the county and along the Clam 
river are banks of clay suitable for 
the making of the finest paving brick. 
The swamps contain the fuel with 
which to burn the brick and all tha t 
is lacking is the plant and transpor­
tation to get the product to market. 
The Air Line Railroad survey runs 
through this tract and it Is exactly 
half way between St. Paul and Su­
perior. On Clam river there is a wa-
terpower strong enough to operate an 
electric rillroad across the entire coun­
ty. The pictures on pages 26 and 27 
show the head and foot of this rapids 
and show some of the clay banks. 
This portion of the county has been 
classed as the poorest part of the 
county simply because its natural ad­
vantages and central location were 
not considered and yet it may develop 
into a very prosperous locality. I t is 
not improbable tha t Mr. Nichols has 
chosen wisely in settling there. Mr, 
Nichols was born inCre^co, Iowa. Jan. 
16, 1880, came to the town of Rusk, 
Burnett county, with his parents 
when eleven years old, was married to 
Miss Ida M. Charboneau, of Shell 
Lake, July 4, 1900. She was born at 
Wagon Landing, Polk Co., Wis., Oct. 
20.; 188L Previous to her marriage 
she was a school teacher. Mr. Nich­
ols' parents live with him on his 
homestead. 

Burnett county is not perfect in 
climate therefore a few doctors are 
struggling to make a living. Several 
others have tried It and left because 
people would not get sick fast enough. 
The average throughout the United 
States is one physician for each 200 

of population but In Burnett county 
there Is one for about every 1,300. 
At the present time there are seven 
In the county. Dr. Tau^^trom and Dr. 
Barck reside at Trade Lake and Dr. 
Akers Is a homesteader In the town 
of Meenon. His postoffice address Is 
Orange. Portraits of the four others 
appear in this book. "" 

Dr. M. L. Robey (see page 79) was 
born In Romney, Hampshire Co., 
West Yirginia, March 12. 1855, and 
received his medical education In Chi­
cago at Rush MedlC'il College. In 
1866 his parents moved f' River Falls, 
Wis., at which plac- he lived until he 
came to Grantsburg In March, 1884. 
He has left the county once tempted 
by a better financial outlook but his 
love for this part of Wisconsin has 
brought him back and he fays he in­
tends t o ' e t notlilng tempt him away 
again. m 

Dr. C. L. Johnson (see page 125) is 
another physician who prefers Bur­
nett county over other places he has 
tried and is back in Grantsburg be­
cause he likes the place and the peo­
ple in It. He was born in Sweden in 
1866 where he first studied for the 
ministry but changed his profession 
and graduated from Upsala (Sweden) 
University as a physician. He was 
married in Minneapolis in 1894 and 
came to Grantsburg in 1895. Daring 
the twelve years he has been In 
America he has been assistant phy­
sician to a German physician in Chi­
cago, had charge of a mining hospital 
a t Iron Mountain, Mich., and has 
practiced a t Lindstrom and Minne­
apolis In Minnesota and at Stockholm 
and Grantsburg la Wisconsin. 

Dr. Peter Bakke (see page 79) was 
born In Norway, A.pril 2,1865, and came 
with his parents to MlnneapliSj 
Minn., in 1867. He lived there until 
he graduated from the medical de­
partment of the Minnesota State Uni­
versity and went to Duluth in 1889 to 
practice medicine. In June, 1898, he 
removed to Grantsburg and has en­
joyed a good practice ever since. He 
islicen*sed to practice in both Minne­
sota and Wisconsin. He Is a member 
of the Wisconsin League of Medical 
Licentiates, the St. Louis County 
Medical Society and the Minnesota 
State Medical Society. He Is local 
surgeon for the Northern Pacific Rail-
way Co., and Is medical examiner for 
both The New York Life and Mutual 
Insurance Companies. He is chair­
man of the board of health for the 
town and village of Grantsburg, is 
a member of the village council and 
was recently elected coroner of Bur­
net t county. 
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Dr. Nadig (see page 91) is a native 
of Allen town 5 Penna, and came to 
Grantsburg Sept. 13,1901. He is a reg-
istered pharmacist in Wisconsin and 
was in the drug Business in -Philadel-
phia and Alientown for five years. He 
has practiced medicine In Andover^ 
.Maine; Berea, Ohio; Two Rivers, Wis,, 
-aod i n Grantsburg. He has taken the 
full hospital course and graduated 
from the Philadelphia Lyieg-in-Char-
1t '̂ College Hospital, and The Chicago 
Homeopathic Medical College. He 
also attended the Philadelphia College 
of Phar.mac,y5 the Hahoemano Medi­
cal C )ilege and the Jefferson Medical 
College and has taken the students 
course in the Cook Co. (111.) Hospital. 
He Is well pleased with Burnett coun­
ty \ ^ i th the exception tha t i t is too 
healthful for a physician to grow 
Tich, 

C.That Burnett county is notquarrel-
loiu'^ is evinced^by the fact tha t but 
t¥i( lawyers are practicing in the 
county arid 'both of these take up side 
lines. The circuit court sessions sel­
dom exceed a day and but two ses­
sions are held each year. Juries are 
usually drawn and discharged with­
out having a case to hear. One of the 
attorneys is mentioned on page 105 
and pictured on page 63. 

The other is Stephen F. Grover, 
whose picture appears on .this page. 
He was born in Menomonie^ Wis.^ 
Feb. 13, 1869, His first work was as 
clerk in a store but lie abandoned tMe 
for the study of law, graduating from 

t / F . GP-OVBB, ATTOSMfiTj GEAKTS-
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the law department of the Wisconsin 
State University in 189L In 1892 lie 
came to Grantsburg, opened a law 
office and has prospered well ever 
siDce. Hehasserved three terms as 
district attorney and since 1897 has 
beeo local attorney for the St, Paul 
& Duluth and the Northern Pacific 
Railways.. Land business occupies as 
much of his time as law aod he repre­
sents a number of tire and life insur­
ance compaoies. With land of Ms 
own for sale and much more listed 
with Mm he is prepared to suit al­
most any farm hunter who may come 
along.. 

On page 82 are pictures of two of 
the early settlers of the coiintyj both 
of whom have held county offices and 
had much to do with the early devel­
opment of the county. Both men are 
mentioned io the church articles on 
pages 82 aod 83̂  and both are of Nor­
wegian birth. 

Berswen Thoreson was an early set­
tler in the county and was one of the 
county officers appointed by the gov-
eroor when the county was organized^ 
Several of his children are residents 
of the county, one daughter is the 
wife of J. H. Jensen (see page 109] and 
another married S- E. Jensen (see page 
139). At one time he thou|.^ht there 
was a better place than Burnett 
county and removed to the Pacific 
coast» That he came back • and still 
lives here although he has consider­
able property In the west is good evi­
dence that he prefers Burnett counfcy« 

Adolph Gudmaoson was born in 
Norway io 1854, came to Burnett 
couo.ty in 1866 and with his parents 
settled on a farm two miles south of 
Grantsburg. He was clerk of the 
town of Grantsburg and |also county 
clerk. For several years lie has been 
in the mercantile ^busloess aod for 
four years has been a partner In the 
firm of Anderson & Gudmanson^ fur­
niture dealers. He is now village 
treasurer, 
f"Oopage90 Is a picture of a man 
who has been ever rsady to help along 
Burnett county and many good things 
have been accomplished by reason of 
Ms push and energy. Andrew Peter­
son was born IQ Sweden and after liv­
ing a few years in Chicago he came to 
Trade Lake in 1869 and settled on tlie 
shores of Pine Lake. He has held 
nearly every office in his town, and 
lias ser?ed many terms as merobei of 
th& county board and was cee of tlae 
Lardeht pinliefs jr, ^"ettiDi; cieameries 
s:ryK^(i n Euuortt '̂o uiiv. Kvery 
^jiAii mho Quiim^ EiifK. Lake PetersoQ 
afkiOFig hu a-cqiiaint^Qces i>thii} miicli 
riclier. 
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Oo this page is a picture 
of Congressman John J. 
JeokinSjOf Chippewa Falls, 
Wis, Mr. Jenkins repre-
seots the district in which 
Buroett county is located 
and he has dorie much for 
the county.. Three years 
ago when a strong effort 

• was made to withdraw all 
the homestead lands In the 
'Jtate from entry and sell 
tjheai at a very much ad 
vanced price., the point 
was raised thatfthis would 
be det ri mental to the rapid 
.settlement of Buroett 
county and Mr, Jenkins 
wa? appealed to to pre-
^^enl thepassags of the bill 
ill LuQgresb. The obnox­
ious measure was endorsed 
by the Wlscoosio leglsla-
i>\}<-\ strongly fought for 
h) ..iC entire state admie-
ipi ration and was passed 
hv ^le United States Sen­
ate but was killed io the 
R_'ise of Representatives 
^\' Ivfr. JeDkins. While 
th^ matter was being 
tVr.^lit out about 60,000 
ai "2.̂  of go^eriimenfe land 
Tr. (i homesteaded io Bur­
ner county and several 
hur.dretl tarisilies added to 
the population. Had this 
land beeo sold as the pro­
moters of tbe bill contem­
plated, more than a qui i -
ter of a million dollars 
would have been sent out of the coun­
ty, the land would have gone into the 
hands of speculators and the settle­
ment of the county would have been 
materially retarded. That strangers 
may icnowo these facts M.r.. Jenkins 
picture has teen placed in this book 
and the story re-told. 

Miss Agues Sullivan, whose picture 
appears oo page 90, was the winner of 
a prize which Tbe Journal of Bur­
ne t t county gave In the fall of 1900. 
The subscribers of tha t paper voted 
to Mis.s Sullivan the head prize which 
was a free trip to Niagara Palls and 
back. She Is as popular among the 
children and their parents as witft 
The Journal subscribers and Is a 
very successful teacher. 

David O, xioderson, whuse picî jî ^ 
Is on page 120̂  was boro rear the xul­
lage of GraD.tsburg |m IbTl ¥i^ 
learned the t.rade of shoemaking fioa. 
his father and also became a barne.*-s» 
maker. Hi-^ shop is in the Linden 
tailding shown on page 123, He has 
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been in business in Grantsburg since 
1894. The growth of the country re-
quires something more elaborate than 
Ms present shop and he is looking for 
someone to put in some capital as a 
partnen There Is a good opeiiiog fo.r 
someone. 

On page 103 is a picture oi- Alfred 
E. Nelson. Since tha t pege was print­
ed Mr, Nelson-has been elected county 
treasurer for the term begiDning Jan.. 
5, 1903, and is closing out his business 
as a merchant. Sweden was his birth- ' 
place, the date was' May 17, and he 
came to America In 1862. In Mmne» 
sota he lived at Marine and Cam­
bridge and came to Graotsburg in 
15P1 with Ole Erickson (page33).. They 
bou '̂-Lt ciut the Hickerson stock of 
"̂•iĵ ids and conducted a general, store., 

In l^M he bought oot his partner and 
li ^ run {he store alooe since t-liee<.. 
r̂ »' ^Lr time this book is well circii™ 
latt'd Mr. Nelson will be found to the 
vidiTt liouje ever ready to inform the 
stranger all tha t he may wish to kD.ow 
aboui} the county. 
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Among those who have done much for the development of Northern Wiscon­
sin none are more deserving of credit than Hon. Jpmes IT. Agen, of West Supe­
rior. Many times Mr. Agen has done things of especial benefit to Burnett county 
and he is now earnestl? striving to fill the territory between Burnett county and 
Superior with settlers. When this Is dene it will contribute much toward the de­
velopment of Burnett county. If Burnett county cannot get all the people who 
move into Northern Wisconsin the next best thing is to have them move into 
Douglas county, and there is no better man for them to consult than ^Tarmer 
Agen." This book is not large enough to tell the story of his life and It is suffi­
cient to say that he is the greatest hustler In the north and Is a real estate dealer 
whose -Office is located at 601 Tower Avenue^ West Superior Wis. 
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Peter C. Anderson (see page 105) is 
the youngest son of PeLer A. 
Anderson (see page 16). He was 
born and brought up on his 
father's farm within the limits of 
the village of Grantsburg He spent 
four years clerking in a store in Idaho 
but has returned to Grantsburg and 
opened a barber shop, being satistied 
tha t Burnett county is good enough 
for him. 

N. C. Unseth (see page 105) hasbien 
a Grantsburg business man for nearly 
five years. Mr. Unseth was born at 
Westby, Wis., has lived at Hay ward 
and West Superior in Wisconsin and 
a t Duluth and Winona, Minn., and is 
a graduate of the Illinois College or 
Pharma'^y and the Winona Watch­
making School. He holds Wisconsin 
Licentiate Certificate No. 2064 and 
Illinois No. 9087, He runs a fine drug 
store, keeps a nice line of jewelry and 
repairs all kinds of time pieces. His 
optical department is quite complete. 

One of the oldest mercantile build­
ings in Grantsburg is seen at the ex­
treme right In the picture on page 14. 
I t is occupied at the present time by 
what is known as "The New Store," 
run by the Larson boys, whose pic-
tiures appear on pages 106 and 107. 
These three brothers were born on 
their father's farm just east of the 
village. Eddie is thirty years old, J . 
A. or "Fred" is twenty-eight and 
David is twenty-six. Eddie has spent 
about half of his life as clerk or pro-
prieDor in general merchandise stores 
and his brothers were farmers and 
iumbermea until joining him in this 
venture in April 1901. They have 
built up a fine business and are great 
pushers. They also have a branch 
«tore at Falun, eightj miJes east oO 
Grantsburg, and in addition to their 
inside sales of general merchandise, 
.handle farm machinery, logs, ties, 
wood, etc The outside work falls to 
David; Eddie is manager, book-keeper, 
buyer and advertising man, while 
Fred fits into all the places very 
nicely. The boys have builb up a 

/fine business and bheirstore is a credit 
' to the county. 

The building occupied by Larson 
Brothers Is kno?«rn as the Hickerson 
Block and was first occupied by the 
men whose pictures appear on page 
121. They opened a general store 
there in 1879 under the firm name of 
Hickerson & Anderson. They are 
both retired bu.siness [oen now, hav­
ing done well in business and are both 
heavy stockholders in the bank, roller 
mill and starch factory. They are 
brothers-in-law, Mrs. Hickerson being 
Ole Anderson's sist3r. 

Joel A. Hickerson is one of nine 
brothers, five of whom settled in Wis­
consin and four in Burnett- county. 
The other three are mentioned on 
pages 105 and 127. "Joe" was born 
in Ohio less than seventy jears ago 
and came to Burnett county in 186L 
He took a pre-emption and while 
building his house left it unfinished 
with the tools inside and enlisted. 
After he was gone his neighbors fixed 
the building up for a school house and 
in it was taught the first school of white 
children in the county. Upon his re­
turn troii the army he homesteaded 
the same claim and It is now one of 
the finest farms in the county. I t is 
now owned and occupied by Andrew 
Skog just southwest of the county 
seat. After proving up he moved to 
Wood Elver and with his brother put 
in a saw mill which was the first one 
in the county to cut logs with a circu­
lar saw. They sawed the lumber to 
build the "Hickerson Block" which 
for fifteen years he occupied as a 
store. He still maintains an office in 
the corner of the building next to the 
bank. There were four houses in the 
county when he came lo Burnett and 
at tha t time he never dreamed that 
thecountry would ever be a farming' 
locality. He recently remarked that if 
anyone had told him forty years aaro 
that this locality would ever reach 
the state of agricultural development 
it has now attained he would have 
thought such a prophet a fit subject 
for a lunatic asylum. To prophesy 
now that every foot of the poorest 
soil In the "sand barrens" will some 
day be brought up to a high state of 
cultivation and facnilles will average 
more tlian one to each forty acre 
tract he considers would be no such 
"wild dream" as has actuallv devel­
oped under his observation. His opin­
ion of Burnett county has undergone 
great changes and the last few years 
he has changed from a doubter to an 
enthusiastic believer In a great future 
for this part of the Northwest. 

His partner, Ole Anderson, has ex­
perienced a similar change of opinion 
and ha-i been quite a factor in pro­
ducing such a change m the minds of 
many of the old settlers. This has 
been brought about through the en­
couragement he gave towards a change 
in the methods of farming. At one 
time the farming In this county was 
almost ruined by chintz bugs and it 
was thought that to engage in potato 
raising and starch making would build 
i t up. The effort to build a starch 
factory would have fallen through 
had he not come to the rescue and 
taken the stock necessary to insure 
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the building of the first factory. This 
gave an impetus to potato ralsi^ng 
which, has biought thousand^ of .dol­
lars .to the pockets o f the farmers. 'He 
is maoager ofthe starch factory shown 
cm pages 4 aod 25. His knowledge of 
the profits to be derived from potato 
raising is such that he new advises io-
tendiog settlers to go onto the sand 
laods and raise potatoes whereas at 
one time he considered buch a move 
almost suicidal. He was born in Nor­
way in 1853 and came to America in 
1862. His father died on the ocean 
coming over and his- mother reached 
St. Croix Falls with a large family of 
little children which It required hard 
hustling to clothe and feed. For three 
years Ole was away from his mother 
at Deer Park but after tha t he' lived 
at the Falls until the family mjved 
to Burnett county and he began farm­
ing close by Grantsburg in 1869. In 
1879 he .engaged io the mercantile 
Easiness and. from that became starch 
factory manager. For a num,ber of 
j-ears he was half-owner of the Bur-
iiett County Sentinel. He has a beau­
tiful home, a fine family and Is one of 
tlie ^'best fixed" men in the county, 
l i e IS a member of the village couDcil 
<„iid has served several terms. 

On page 104 is a picture of Charles 
Elg, who with his brother Theodore 
i\ and their father form the firm of 
John Elg & So?:̂ S5 general merchants, 
Graotsburg. John Elg was born .in 
c-weden but has been a reside ot of 
/iraerica 27 years. Charles was bom 
m Chicago Feb. 15, 1875. The family 
L'cirne to Burnett coooiy in' 1878 aod-
i^ettled on a farm just south of the 
village limits, .The father also opened 
u blacksm;ith shop io the village.. 
MdYing had a year's experience ID the 
mercantile business in Chic igo he de-
K J died to start a store for his sons. He 
c^peoed the store in 1895 opposite 
wiiere the Central Methodist church 
fiuw stands, aod after a feŵ  years re­
turned to the farm leaving the store 
101 the boys to run. Charles has 
I'liarge of the inside work and Theo­
dore the outside. They buy a large 
limount of farm produce, principally 
potatoes, and sell agricultural imple-
meots in addition to general mer­
chandise. 

Edwin Anderson, who.̂ e picture ap­
pears on this page is the youngest 
merchant lo the cjunty. With his 
father, Andrew A. Anderson, (see 
pages 64 and 105) and his sister^ iMiss 
Hilma, a very neat general merchan­
dise store Is conducted on the hill near 
the court house. Edwin is not yet 
seventeen years old but he has been 
.lo business oearlj three years^ two 

E B W I S ' AI^DERSON, 3IEIICHAHT, 
eRANTSBUilG,^WIS'. 

years of that time having been- spec^t 
as clerk for Elg & Sons. He was born 
at Trade Lake and has been in charge 
of ' 'Litt le Andrew's Store"' since it 
opened in April 1902. 

Si nee page 81 was printed, there have 
been changes in the Methodist church 
at Grantsburg and Eev. T. O. Knud^ 
^on IS now located at South Superior 

On th<̂  same page i^ a picture ot 
Mrs. Tend I>i\idsor. wî o for niapy 
vf̂ ars wp.^ c^jpe^inte iJent f̂ ŝ î of̂ lr 
i(>T Piiroet*^ f^otiDty. v̂ lje T-: no?^ to­
rs t̂ d̂ al Kl!'̂ >-D ]̂̂ y CaLhjrnia, aul 

no df (bt wJl ^"'Lhhii^v aup^rt ?nlAi. 
irdtion L«j Of ̂ 'pie ibfcr«̂  .oii'^eEoirsg 'lit 

'd'hdntages IJ uatLt :0' ^ t r has j«e^ 
Lhie Pacilie eua-t. 

I'he fjrebe^i pj^^^^r ti Kie Cert ;ai 
^fethodl-t ^'hurch io Grantsbur^^ l̂? 
KeT„ P. W. CoQrt» whose picture ip-
pedis OD page 1^0. He v/us born in 
Gleninore, Brown county, Wis,, Junv 
6 1875. Jn 1882 his parents removed 
to Waupaca, where he attended school 
until he graduated with hoDors from 
the Waupaca High School ID 1897. 
l l ie next three years were spent a t 
Lawrence University as a student and-
the next two at Osceola, Wis., as pas­
tor of the M. E. church of tha t place.. 
He entered the West Wisconsin Coo»-
ference In the fall of 1901 and in Sep­
tember, 1902, was appointed pastor of' 
the Graotsburg church. During the 
short time he has beeo there he has-
shown himself to be a worker^ a man 
of much ability aod a preacher of 
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more than usual eloquence and power. 
Although he is a young man^ Burnett 
county is'honored by having Mm as 
one of her citizens. 

On the same page (120) is the por 
t ra i t of a clergyman. Rev, L. G. H e 
lund, who has become a merchant 
Alpha, five miles east of Graotsbiv^' 
He was boro io Sweden and camf c-' 
America when about thirty year? > • 
having previously worked as a travt.. 
fag missionary for the Baptist church 
three years. From 1882 to 1885 he 
preached in Wilkin aod Otter Tail 
counties^ Minn., and in Dakota, Af» 
ter tha t for two years he was pastor 
of the Baptist churches at Wood Riv­
er and Trade Lake» Io the spring of 
1887 he bought a small farm on the 
shores of Trade Lake and was a farm­
er for thirteen years. He then opened 
:̂  store at Wood Lake and afterwards 
removed it to his present location. He 
is an upright christian whose word is 
as good as an oath and is still- active 
io church work. He has read the Bi­
ble more than 100 times and realizes 
tliatj in the words of Holy Writ, la­
borers in the mission field are few. He 
would be better satisfied In following 
C3hurch work more closely^ but like 
maoy others, he cannot always fully 
direct his own course. One reason why 
he does not seek a pastorate is tha t he 
loves Burnett county too well to leave 
it. 

Eev. C. O. Christiar so.:i is mentioned 
Oil page 87 and his picture appears on 
page 104. He was born in Norway in 
1850 and came to America in 1883. 
For seven years he was a local 
Breacher in Chicago. He was ordained 
-ID 1891 by Bish-:;p.Merrill„and preached 
In La Crosse, Deer Park^ Eau Claire 
and WestbVj Wis. He came to Grants­
burg in 181̂ 9 as pastor of the Norwegian 
Methodist church and is' now serving 
on Ms fourth yean He has recently 
taken a homestead io section 17, town 
40-li on whicli he expects to settle in 
the near future aod continue preach­
ing at near by points. 

On this page is a picture of Rev. E. 
W. Erickson, a retired Baptist miois-
ter^ living in Grantsburg, He was one 
ofthe origioal organizers of the Swed­
ish Baptist church in Burnett county 
(see pages 84 and 85). . He was born In 
Sweden June 6, 1843, and moved from 
there to Wood Riyer to 1869. After 
preaching there four years he moved 
to Msh Lake, Mioo., thence to Boone 
county, Iowa, aod back to Isanti Co , 
Minn. In April, 1902, he moved back 
to Grantsburg and built a very neat 
residence on the hill southeast of the 
excelsior factory. He was postmaster 

R E V . K. W. ERICKSOiq-, GRANTSBURG, 

WIS. 

at Pine Brook, Minn., for several 
years. He is also a farmer, carpenter, 
and blacksmith, and does iLUC-ti 
to push along the spirit of progress 
aod morality. 

On page 136 is a'picture of Rev. Jo­
seph J. Pickle who prjbably has mar­
ried more couples and preai'.hed iir'^re 
funeral sermons than any d zeo oth­
er ministers in Northern ¥* iscnrisin.. 
He was boro in Ohio, '-md in h.is youth 
was a detective, tra\elliig s leMLian 
and veterinary surgeon. Moreilian 
25 years ago he came to Burnett c oun-
ty oo account of his wife's healtlj,and 
being a fluent speaker and an ardent 
church member, he soon found him­
self talking religion publicly ^1ien-
ever occasion offered. He was request­
ed by a Methodist presiding elder to 
take charge of a circuit and socn be­
came a full fledged Methodist clergy­
man His occupation has been farm­
ing but he has had regular appoint­
ments at Wolf Creek, St. Croix Falls, 
Rock Creek and Loralne and was the 
pioneer Methodist minister at Grants-
burg» He owns a very fine small farm 
in the town ot Trade Lake and the pic­
ture on page six shows an hour's 
fishing within ten rods of his front 
door. He is fond of hunting and 
fishing and counts Ms friends by 
the hundreds. I t is seldom tha t a 
week goes by in which lie does not 
officiate at more than one wedding or 
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J'oneraL His farm is as -n: tr icicii '̂  
natural conveniences as €^ - u-] poss^Hi . 
be aod is a great piac^ '^^r *.. la^ 
folks to go vli'itiog. I t ^nr\ , 
two lakesand io his fron v .rl ^ ^ 
fouDtaio welL 

Oo page 89 and 108 are p. u, '̂ ^ 
John Forsberg, who is also ai^'t'J m/.t) ^ 
on page 88. He was borti io ,< ^'-nif^ 
lo 1840, came to Chicago io l̂ *-'̂  v^ 
has lived m Trade Lake for 3.' ^̂  _ : .̂ 
For sixteen, years he has conducted ^ 
Sunday, school in the Mission church 
and for eleven years has driven t-h@ 
Trade Lake stage« 

Oo page 101 is a picture of C. J. Ja-
cobsoo aod wife, of Wood Lake. With 
his father he came to that part qf the 
county direct from Sweden iu May,, 
1869. After his father had filed on a 
homestead In August, 1869, they had 
Just ten dollars left and from that 
modest begiooiog they branched out 
into milling and farming. They boilt 
a saw mill on Wood River in 1872, 
made it better year by year and after 
it was destroyed by fire in 1900, rebuilt 
i t and added a grist mill, both of the 
enterprises being in operation today. 
Mr. JacobsoE was born in Sweden-
Dec. 28, 3848, and on June 23, 1874; 
was married toMi&sAonaB, Asp, who 
was born in Sweden, June 22, 1850, 
Miss Asp came to America lo 1868 aod 
worked at Hudson and St. Paul. They 
were married at a Methodist camp 
meeting held where the Norwegian 
Methodist church now stands lo 
Grantsburg. Ten- clergymen and 
over one thousand people were present 
a t ' the wedding. They have two chil­
dren who have beeo given a good edu­
cation. Miss Clara is an efficient 
teacher and Carl Alfred has taught 
successfully, traveled through several 
European countnes as salesman and 
is to graduate from Carleton College^ 
Northfield, Minn.jnext year. The Ja-
cobsoD.home is situated on the shores 
of Big Wood Lake and Is a delightful 
place to visit. The change from 1869 
to 1902 IS remarkable and shows what 
any youog couple who will come to 
Burnett county determined to work 
-can accomplish. The chances are as 
good if oot better than they were a 
third of a century ago. 

Oo page 127 are two pictures taken 
io Sweden. Both men have changed 
much since the pictures were made. 

Chas. A. Anderson was boro in 
Ljusnarberg, Sweden, March 16, 1836. 
At the present time his hair aod 
whiskers are long and white and 
when away from home he takes lots 
of pleasure io loformiDg the children 
tha t he is the original and only ^"Sao-

KEV. J. J. PICFLB, TK^DE LAKE, W;̂ i 
taClaus ." He came to America ir. 
July, 18603 and after spending threa 
years at Peshtigo, Wis . moved to 
Burnett county aod took as a home-
stjead the -farm on which he resides 
tddly at' Four-Ooroers, Trade Laue. 
There was one whi te 'man in that 
part of the county at the time, 
but 00 white woman, Ander.son 
brought along quite â num­
ber of relatives and-friends aod twice 
afterwards went to Sweden aod 
brought back a ship load of hia 
couotrym o. I t is said that he 
brought over the nicest lot of lmmi-» 
grants that ever crossed the ocean 
aod these are the people who have 
built up that part of the state aod 
made it so delightful a place to live 
aod visit. He Is known to all the old 
settlers a?i "Klog Carl" aod Buroett 
County owes much to him for what 
he has done to-change it from a wilder­
ness to a garden spot. 

John Hillstrand was born In Swed-
eoj Nov. 8, 1855, aod came to America 
at the age of thirty. He took a home­
stead io the towo of Marshlaod and 
has prospered. He was a memler of 
the town board for five years, serving 
two years as chairman. He has also 
served as school clerk, constable and 
justice of the peace. He is a man of 
very independent ideas aod Is a sound 
reason er. Ht has taken ao active 
part in developing ti.e couoty. Hav-
Irg two farms he wants to Fell ooe 
aod Invites people to -mrlte to him at 
Freya, Wis. 
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Oo this page is a portrait of Peter' 
•Adolph AndersoOj better known as 

•̂̂ •Little Pete." He is the senior mem­
ber of the geoeral merchandise firm, 
of Anderson & GIswold. The junior 
mamber, Martin Giswold, is pictured 
on page 78» Anderson was boro at 
Osceola, Wis., in 1867 aod GiswoJd 
was.born in Norway in 1862. The lat­
ter came to America In 1882 aod tried 
Iowa, Dakota and Minnesota before 
coming to Burnett couoty in 1892. 
^^*Little Pete ' s" parents moved to 
Buroett county while he was a boy 
and lived near or io the village until 
he was 16 years of age. About that 
time he began as cook In the woods 
and followed tha t occupation for six 
years. He then opened a store at 
Blaoding,.. ten miles east of Grants­
burg and in 1895 formed a partnership 
with Giswold in Graotsburg. They 
have a branch store in the Indian 
country io Minnesota aod another at 
Alstad, and do a large busloess. Gis­
wold is a partoer in several other en­
terprises and is the heaviest cattle 
buyer and shipper io the county. 

Page 123 has two pictures which are 
an object lesson when they are under-
stood» Car! Lioden was born lo 
Sweden in 1876 aod came to America 
in 1898. He reached Minnesota forty 
dollars in debt and in 18 months had, 
isaved $300. He came to Buroett 
county in 1899 aod took a homestead 
five miles north of Grantsburg. He 
made a few Judicious investments of 
small sums and .last spring concen­
trated his saviogs aod put up a build-
ing near the village depot. He 
bought another builaing adjoioing 
and now has real estate in the village 
worth $3,000 besides his homestead. 
He Is oot over $1,000 In debt. He 
speaks English flueotly and Ms career 
is something which is not often du­
plicated in twice as many years as he 
has spent in America. His boildiogs 
bring him in oearly forty dollars in 
rent each month. 

Mrs. M. E. Doty, whose picture ap­
pears on page 119, is one of the pio» 
oeers of northern Burnett, She was 
born in Yermoot in Aprll^ 1832, 
With her husband she first settled at 
Taylors Falls, Minn., in 1863. They 
moved to the south line of Burnett 
county io 1865 and in 1871 went u{| to 
the Big Meadows aod started a hotel 
for the passing lumbermen. Since 
the death of her husband - she has 
lived ID Graotsburg. She has seen 
thH county In all stages of develop­
ment and it has been her observation 
that at,all times the man who was 
willing to work has prospered. She 

P E T E R ADOLPH ANDIESON, OF .AN-

DERSON & GISWOLD, GOAh'TS-

BURG, WIS. 

has SIX chlldreo living in this aool 
other westei n states. 

Page 119 J hows tha t families are 
raised â  well as vegetalles, graio.:; 
stock and timber, lo Buroett couoty. 
Oscar Johnson was born on the island 
of Gottland, Sweden, 1846 aod came 
to America in 1869. A number of his 
wife's relatives having settled m 
Buroett couoty aod having told Mm 
that it was a good place he decided to 
try it and hasdived io Grantsburg for 
tweoty years following his trade as 
tailor. His children all have a taste 
for business aod his oldest son, Henry. 
was engaged in the livery business 
with hi!! own teams at the age of 
lourteen. 

On page 138 is a family group the 
head of which is ene of our village 
farmers. The head of the family i3 
F. O. Olsoo, president of the Grants-
burg creamery (see page 93), He wa,a 
boro in Sweden, Jan. 24, 1849, aoo 
settled io Chicago in 1869 where he 
followed his trade as shoemaker. He 
was soon advanced to an Important 
position as salesman. The great fiie 
caused him to seek a.- new Lcatlon. 
He tried Lake City and Minneapolis 
Mioo., aod lo 1871 came to Graois-
burg, ' His father took a homestead 
ioslde of the preseut village limit..s-
and this is oow the home of F . O. or 
"Oscar" as he is best Known. At 
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FAMILY OF F . O. OLSOl^. PRES-IDENT OF GRANTSBURG CREAMEf^Y, 

fi.rsfc he clerked in the stores of Canute 
Anderson aod W. H. Peck but gradu­
ally drifted more into farming and 
selling farm machinery. He was an 
active promoter of the Grantsburg 
creamery, ooe of its first directors 
and has been its president since the 
fi,rstyear. I t has been his ambition 
to make this the largest creamery in 
the county and it has prospered 
aoderMs administration. The bus!-
aess for the last year is more than 
IfijOOO ahead of- any previous year. 

He was married in 1874. His oldest 
son, D. 0.5 is statioo a vent at Scan-
loo, Mion. Two daughters are dress­
makers aod the rest of the family fol» 
low farming^ the management of the 
farm falling largely to "Emil" , t h e 
tallest one of the famhy. Mr. Olson 
has filled maoy importaot town, vil­
lage and county offices. He- was< 
school clerk for i8 years and is now 
police justice, court commissioner 
and assessor. He was tbe first super* 
visor from the village and was chair* 
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man of the county board when the 
county had some very serious legal 
complications to handle. He was 
treasurer of the town of Graotsburg 
when tha t t iwn comprised over half 
the eounty and the treasurer had to 
giYe bonds for $12,000. 

Since page 108 was printed a picture 
of H. J-. Haiberg has been secured and 
appears on this page. He was born in 
Norway In i8S0, came to America In 
1867 and lived in Trempealeau aod 
Buffalo counties, Wis., until 1897 
when he removed to Burnett county. 
He was elected chairman of the town 
of Meenon in April, 1902, and has 
made a good member of the ' county 
board. 

Supplementary to the information 
about Andrew Dahlstrom which is to 
be'found on page 108 Is the fact that 
he was bom In Sweden, July 2, 1859, 
came to America in 1868 and settled 
IE Washington Co., Minn., afterwards 
removing to Black Brook, Polk Co., 
Wis.J thence to Sheil Lake and in 
1895 to Burnett couoty. In addition 
tiO occupations already mentioned he 
is a carpenter and a contractor. 

Since page 122 was printed the firm 
of Armstrong & Hammerstrom has 
been dissolved, Mr. Hammerstrom re­
tiring from 'the business. Margin 
Hammerstrom was bom in Stode, 
Sockeo Medelpad Forgeler Sweden, 
April 14, 1844. He was marriei to 
Anoa Martha Erickson in Swedeo, 
Dec, 7, 1865. Their pictures appear 
on page 122. He came to Burnett 
county in June, 1882. direct from 
Sweden aod settled lo T.rade Lake. 
After farming for five years he moved 
to Minnesota, theoce to West Supe­
rior and back to B-urnett county, being 
gone five years. He has lived m Wood 
Lake, Faluti aod West Sweden where 
lie ran planing mills. He started a 
mill io GrantsbuT g io J une, 1900, and 
has lived at the county seat ever since. 
His plans for the future are not deter-
mioed. 

Warren Armstrong whose picture 
appears oo page 122, is but 33 years of 
age and yet he has seen nearly ail the 
world and is satisfied with Burnett 
couoty. The thing which has amazed' 
Mm most is that tlie people of Bur­
nett have not made of the county the 
use which they could aod he is In­
clined to believe tha t real farmers 
have beeo scarce. He is of English aod 
Swedish parentage and was boro on the 
Pacific ocean oo his father's vessel. 
His mother died before the voyage 
was finishel. His father was drowned 
three years later. Up to the age of 
ten he Jived with ills mother's people 

H. J . HALBBRG, CHAIKIVJAN OF Tf'K 

TOWN OF MEEKON. 

la Swedeo and then became a sailor. 
After quitting the sea he lived In 
Canada and in many of the states, on 
both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts 
and learned several trades. He is a 
boiler maker, a machinist, ao engi­
neer, a carpenter and a miller. He 
came to Grantsburg in 1899 to work 
IQ the flour mllL Afterwards he 
clerked for Luther & Jensen and then 
bought an interest io Hammerstrom^s 
milL In November, 1902, he formed 
the Graotsburg Lumber Co,,, which 
consists of W E. Armstrooff, A. W. 
Luther and S. E. Jensen. They , are 
about to enlarge, the plant aod will do 
custom sawing and planing aod will 
manufacture almost everything need­
ed in-building a house. 

S. E„ Jensen of the firm of Luther 
& Jensen and of the Grantsburg Lum­
ber Co., is pictured on page 120. He 
is of Norwegian dsscent and was born 
io Iowa, April 29, 18561 He has re« 
sided in Buroett county over 25 years« 
A portion of his boyhood was spent In 
Minnesota. He worked In the Wis» 
consin pineries for several years and 
then clerked for Sim.in Thoreson at 
Grantsburg three years andior Canute 
Olsoo four years. In 1893 he started 
a hardware store with A. W- Luther 
as a partner. Their sto:k at tha t 
time invoiced about $1,000 and now-
counts up close to $10,000. They have 
been obliged to sell a great many 
goods in order to build up a busloess 
aod'If there had been no resources in 
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the couoty they could not have 
thrived. What they have done ought 
Do Gonvioce the most skeptical that 
there is somethiog cloiog up io the 
^lackwoods of Wiscooslo» 

On page 79 is a picture of Samuel D, 
Sice, He was born ID Ohio 75 years 
ago aod lived in Michigan, lodlaoa 
and Illlojis before coming to this 
GOUQty in 1863. The little buildiog 
opposite T H E JOURS'AL otfice, shown 
on page 22, is his office. Since that 
photograph was taken he has boilt a 
lar^e feed barn near it and does a 
thriving business^ takiog care of 
farmers' teams. Io 1861 he enlisted 
IQ the First Batallion Yates' Sharp-
••^hooters, an Illinois regiment, was 
wounded5 came hooie aod raised a 
company of which he was to be cap-
Data, but his health did not permit 
him to go back. For 22 years he lived 
OQ a homestead in the southern part 
of Burnett couoty, but sold out aod 
came to Grantsburg io 1888 aod en­
gaged in the 11 ¥e.ry business. 

M. D. Looergao^ whose picture ap­
pears on page 125/was boro at White 
Bear, Minn , In 1874 aod has followed 
the drug business over half his life. 
He is registered bv examioation io 
both Wisconsin and Minnesota and 
lias held positions as a pharmacist in 
Graotsburg, Ehinelaoder, Green Bay 
and Antigo, Wis.^ and also io St. 
Paul. He has been a resident of 
Grantsburg nearly seven years and 
for the pis t four years has beeo either 
manager or proprietor of the store 
riow occupied by the firm of Lonergan 
& BurgaOj dealers, in'drugs and Jewel­
ry. They also have a branch store in 
Luck, Polk coooty. His partner is a 
dentist and the managemeofc- falls al­
most entirely upon Mr. Lonergan, 
They do a fine business and have 
things right up to-date. 

Ira G Jones (see page 107) is a resi­
dent of Minneapolis but has spent 
much of ills t imeduriog the past year 
ID Grantsburg developing the brick» 
making qualities of Burnett couoty 
claye In partnership with the S. I>, 
Morrison Building Material Co., of 
MIoneapolis he has opened a brick 
yard aod burned ooe kiln of brick 
which came out folly up to their ex­
pectations. If they carry out their 
plans they will pot io a plant in the 
near future which will turn out com­
mon brickj pressed brick, paviog 
brick, drain tile, clay shingles, tele­
phone coQdu;ts aod a number of other 
products» The help required will add 
much to the population of the village 
and the development of the clay prom­
ises to do much for the couoty. Mr. 
Jones was born ih Dakota Co-̂  Minn.,, 

HEKBEKT AHLSTROM. SSNTJXEL .EBI--

TOR, ORA^NTSBUUe, WJ<. 

In 1859, aod followed farming up to 
the age of 21 when he weofc to Minee-
apolis aod eogaged in bustoess meeting 
with good success. He may be counted 
as one of the fixtures of Graotsburg^ He 
has demonstrated that the clay of 
Burnett couoty Is a valuable thing 
and where accesssible can be profit­
ably worked. 

Herbert Ahlstrom, senior editor of 
the Buroett County Seotioel, wa.i 
bom io Grantsburg, May 15j 187T. 
After attending the village schools 
he clerked in his father's store for a 
lime and then taught schooL Io Jan­
uary 1897̂  he entered the SentioeL 
office as an apprentice* Sometime 
later he became foreman. In 
March 1899 he bouglit Ole Anderson's 
interest in the paper and in Apri l 
1901 he bought out his partner aod 
afterwards sold a half ioterest to his 
present partner,, A, J, Myrland (see 
paze 105). He has had practical con­
trol of the paper for about four year^ 

On page 141 is the picture of Mi>sa 
Mabel Ahlstrom, a -youtg lady who 
during the past few months hM 
achieved almost national fame owing 
10 the peculiar circuaistaoces under 
which she woo her election to the 
office of super! oteodeot of Burnet!• 
county schools. She was the regiiiar 
nominee at the republican county 
convention wlnnini^ without opposi» 
tion. Later the present incumbeaa 
came out as an independent candidata 
and io the complications whl-cli foi-
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lowed an Injunction was granted 
wtiieh prevented the priotlog ut Miss-
.^hlhtrom's name on the official baliut. 
This n cessitated the wntiog of 
her name by all who wished to vote 
lor her aod when the returns 
cdrne in i t , was found she had 
TtrceJived 85 pe^ cent of the 
^otal vote ca^t in the county. 
This illustrates the fact tha t the ¥0t-
^rs of Burnett coo ntv are iDtelligent 
botjugh to vote ii.^t a'̂  they please 
^v^n tiiough they UA^-e to handle as 
I omplicated a bali'it as Uie laws of 
WlseonslD requires. She was born lo 
ii 'ifnett county and is jost about old 
'tffiough to be eligible ho the, office, 
^he graduated from the Grantsburg 
dBd Minneapolis high schools and has 
:au^4it successfully lo both country 
diid village schools At the time the 
xirijiunction was served she bid oot 
laken the state examination -which 
the law lequlred and had not received 
a superintendent's certificate. 

To close this book without mentioo 
vt Capt. D. W. Fox (see page 92) would 
.be like playing Hamlet with Hamlet 
left out. About fifteen years ago he 
i-ame to Buroett coooty prospecting 
loi coal and was so well" pleased ' .with 
Fellow Lake that he located there 
nod soon gathered around him .his 
iamiiy. He was born, io Somerset Co.̂  
Pecina., Feb. 3, 1826. aod has since 
.t'-̂ '̂ d In several parts of Penna.^ Jlli-
ooi'A aod Iowa. By profession he'is a 
•.vil eogioeer and dining t/he Civil 
War was attached t » the staff of G-̂ eo. 
-exton» His war record is good aod 

PET 

MISS MAHrCL €\ AllLSTii03L, COUH'TT 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS-

ELECT, GRA.NTSBUII65 WIS. 

would alooe make a volume as large 
as this book. Several years after be-
c-omiog a resident of the county he 
took an active interest In local mat-
ters and represented .his town in the 
couotv bcdrd« What lie don^t know 
abooi Ihp tish io Yellow Lake aD.d 
- toer thujgs in tha t part of the coun» 
I y is not worth kn.owiDg. His postof-
tjVe 2.ddrebS is Veteran aod he cao 
î"ve prospective settlers maoy good 

pooicb about locatiog'» A G. A. R., 
Post ai-̂ t organized at Grantsburg has 
ii. Oi)red him with its highest office.._j 

P-fcer Lidbooij picturedoo this page. 
]f. 1885 cleared the laod where the 
artist stood wheo he took the 
p. L'til re showo on page 23, The Jour­
nal building was Orst located on tha t 
coioer, Wheo Lidboni started to 
build a shop there the street shown to 
the left was not opened aod to ihe 
ea&t was a forest of ploe. He is now 
located opposite the postoffice where 
he ruos a barber shop^ a shoe shop^ a 
harness shop and a bath roo'm and is 
one of the greatest workers in the vil-
lage,,' He was bom in Sweden In 1864, 
-came to America In 1880 after having 
started to learo three trades in the 
old couofcry. His parents settled in 
Polk county but youog Peter sooo 
ciiUî . up int(> Biiroett rouoty where 
he wf*rked in hht^ wo >ds, drove lojiS 
\txMi fiixmiil I mil t v^c njoli/dcd m 
' 0 % d% \n^ i i t i t ^ tip ^r,?r^i \n 

l . L , ' iliCO 

file:///txMi
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M» J, .Kalmen^/'wliCise picture ap­
pears oo this pagp, is ooe of the most 
expert ¥¥00d worlers in the couoty 
He is a living exponent of tbe health-
folness of Burnett county. Alter be­
ing told tha t his days were practically 
numbered and having tried both the 
..Atlaotic and Pacific coasts as places 
of residence, he found io Burnett 
coooty a climate which enabled him 
to gai.o in strength a td cootinue his 
work as a carpenter. He was born in 
Swedeo in 1856 and came to America 
.at the age of 25, WLen eleven years 
old he began shop wo.rk in Swedeo and 
followed the samg work in America in 
New York City, Brooklyn and Peeks-
kill, N. Y,5 Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
in Mioresota, and in Seattle^ Wash, 
In the latter city he was foreoian of 
a sash and door factory. He is now 
manager and operator of theParmer^s 
starch factory at Graotsburg. the 
plans for which he drew and the 
iiiachinery of whi^h he set. up except 
the steam plant. He came to Grants­
burg io 1893 and since then has bought 
and sold a number of farms. At the 
present time .he Is living two miles 
east of Falun on the shores of Mudiien 
Lake. Io the village he has built the 
Central Methodist church (page 80)̂  
J . H. Jeosen's resideoce (page 29), the 
Farmer'^s starch factory (page ^1), Th. 
Olsen's block, G. R. Wedin's aod Si­
mon Thoreson's residences and has 
done a great vaiiely of other carpen­
ter work. He finds that the decreased 
cost of living makes wages he.re prac­
tically as high as fif'ty cents mo.re per 
day in other places where he has 
worked aod this coupled with the 
climate makes him contented tOTe-» 
main in Buroett county. 

On page 143 is a picture of Lars Gis­
wold and wife. Mr, Giswold enjoys 
the distioction of being the first pei-
soil to attempt to start a creamery lo 
tjhe coimty and the building which he 
er^^cted for this has been changed io-
iQ 3 rlwelMofe and Is oow occupied hy 
Lis nepiiew, ^LnTtJii Gi.swold, l i ip 
tlie t'vn E'U'':~ ^i?rcrure shown in the 
poCofi* on page 22. Owing to the 
©careity of cows he did not make a 

M, J . KALMEK CABTEIKTEE, 0ISAMTS~ 

Bl'liG. was. 

success aod gave up the scheme more 
than a dozen yeuT< ago. He is a 
watchmaker aod has worked at Ms 
trade over sixty yea.rsj beiog .still at 
work although over eighty years old. 

On page 126 is a picture of Dsca.r 
fP Thorssen^ who enjoys the distinc­
tion of having made the creamery 
butter which took first premium 
at the North'ern Wisconsin State Fair 
in 1898. At tha t time he was work­
ing at the Grantsburg creamery but -
is now employed at the Wood .River 
creamery. He was bom in Sweden 
in 18745 came to Wood La-ke^ Burn-ett 
county5 in 1887 and began work as a 
butter maker in the Wood Riv8.r 
creamery io 1896.. He h.as attende-d 
the state dairy school at Madison^ 
Wis.j and is an expert buttermaker. 
He has worked in Deerwood and Ham 
Lake creameries in Minnesota^ 

Another buttermaker% face is 
shown on page 126. Harry Back-
mark was bom at Atlas^ Polk county, 
Wis., in 1̂ 83̂  aod learned the butter-
makiDg business in that county. He 
afterwards attemded the Minnesota 
State Dairy College and has had 
charge of the buttermaking at A M a i 
(see page 94) sioce the creamery was 
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LARS GISW^OLD AND W^FE. SEE OPPOSITE PAGE. 

Started and the maoagei Fays that 
tie is ao up-to-date butterojaker aod 
has given exi-ellent satisfactioo, be­
ing capable aodefficieot. • If he re­
mains at this creaojery a few years 
great thiogs are to be expected of him 
as the locatioo is naturaUj'' adapted to 
stock, there beiog pleot^ of hay and 
-good pasture. White clover, blue 
grass, redtop, and brome grass are 
indigenous to the soil, the water is 
cool and abuodaot aod being directly 
on the **Air Line^' survey there is a 
good prospect that he will have a 
chance to show what he cao do in the 
way of making lots of good butter. 

All of '-the iodustries of Burnett 
county have not been mentioned in 
detail. Among these is the Excel­
sior factory (see page 35). This trans-
•forms popple and basswood into ma­
terial used in making mattresses for 
packing glass ware and for many 

other purposes. I t furoishes a good, 
market for lots of word aod has ma-
teriallv advanced the price of this 
class of timber. 

The Hickersoo Roller Mill (see 
pages 12 and 24) Ps a profitable thing 
for its owners aod ojaoufactures a 
fine grade of flour. I t has a capacity 
of 125 barrels a day aod the manager. 
C. A. GreeoCj says tha t if any one 
wants to know anything about how 
the couoty is developiog he knows of 
DO better test than to investigate the 
increase of busioess a f th i s milL Any 
person visitiog Burnett county with 
a view to investing wiU fiod it a 
profitable use of his time to call on 
the maoagers of these two enterprises 
and see what figure they cut in show­
ing what is in the couoty. 

On page two is a portrait of Ed L. 
Peet, editor of T H E /OURMAL of Bur» 
nett county. He established this 
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paper in 1895 aod has cooducted it as 
a local paper aod an hoioigratioo 
paper. Much of the iocrease of popti-
latioo io the county is due to the 
work done with this paper. The edi­
tor was born at Oneota, Mioo., oo 
the shores of Lake Superior, aod after 
liaviog lived io seven states and ter­
ritories fioally settled dowo withio a 
hundred miles of his birthplace, satis­
fied tha t there i^ OD better piace for 
any mao to live io thao Buroett 
couoty. 

CONCLUSION. 

As this book draws to a close the 
writer realizes tha t maoy thiogs have 
not beeo said tha t will be of interest 
to home seekers. The biographical 
iketche^ and portraits which fill more 
than one-third of the book ought to 
convioce the homeseeker chat Bur­
net t couoty has within its borders 
many people who will mike good 
Eeighbors. Those whose pictures ap­
pear io the book ha 7e leat their aid 
to the prepiratiyn of the book and by 
so doiog have shown tha t there are 
people of enterprise ih the couo ty. 
Wheo the preface was writteo last 
March the statemeot was made tha t 
there were about 35,000 acres of gov­
ernment land left in the couoty. The 
Secretary of the Interior's last report 
gays tha t on July 1, 1902, there were 
1.39,244 acres vacant in Wiscoosin-
Estimates from Ashland aod Eau 
Claire land offices December 1, say 
about 45,000 acres in former distr ict 
and 35,000 in latter. Io Burnett comi­
ty there are about 18.000 acres left. 

Of this 6,000 is io the Aj^hland district 
and 12,000 io the Eau Claire district. 

Less then ten weeks ago there was 
but ooe telephooe io Grantsburg, now 
there are twoexchaoges io the village 
with about 75 'phooes and lioes are 
beiog pushed to all parts of the 
county. Duriog the pa^t summer 
there has been a marked iocrease io 
busioess over the couoty, many new 
settlers have come in and the indica­
tions are tha t during the coming year 
land values will materially advance 
aod those who wish to get a cheap 
home in a rapidly growing country 
should make a move in the right di­
rection very soon. 

If you have picked this book up and 
carelessly turned its leaves over with­
out reading in detail, you have missed 
maoy of the poiots you should know. 
Your duty now is to go back 
to the begiooing, read it over 
carefully aoci theo make up your 
mind whether there is any other place 
better suited to your wants than is 
Buroett couoty. Wheo you have 
reached this coEcIui^ioo, mail the 
book to some friend you would like to 
have join you in establishing a ,home 
in the midway district between the 
four greatest cities of the Northwest 
and then send thirty cents to the Sec­
retary of Board of Immigra t ion/ 
Grantsburg, Wisconsin, with the re­
quest tha t you be seot aoother copy 
and }'0U will help aloog the work 
which is beiog pushed to make Bur­
net t couoty the gardeo spot of the 
New North. [Dec. 10, 1902.] 

THE END 



Railroad Lands 

Special attention is called to the lands of the Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railway Company, d ia - ' 
grams of which are found on Pages 109 to 117. The 
policy of the company will be liberal to actual settlers 
on these lands. Sales will be made when desired on 
terms of one-fifth cash, balance to be paid in four annu» 
al installments with interest on the deferred payments at 
the rate of seven per-cent per aimum, if payments are 
m.ade promptly when due. The Company gives its cus­
tomers the privilege of paying deferred payments on 
land contracts at any time and only charges interest from 
the contract to the date of payment. 

• For several years past, the Traffic Department of the 
Company has authorized reduced rates to land-seekers 
to stations in Wisconsin near which the land is located. 
These rates, however, are subject to change at any time 
without notice. 

Very low rates are also n.ade on settlers' effects or em­
igrants' movables and reduced rates will be made for 
families of settlers on application to the General Pass­
enger Agent, St. Paulf Minm 

Parties desiiing cheap farming lands that will rapidly 
increase in value.when improved, should look over these 
diagrams and make an early selection. 

Send all applications to G. W. Bell, Land Commis­
sioner, Hudson, Wisconsin« 

Q- W. Bell, Land Commissioner, 
HUDSON, WISCONSIN, 

Issued as a Supplement to The Journal of Burnett County, Bee. 19, 1902. 



Tbe Choicest of 

Improved Farms and 

Wild Lands For Sale 
^t^oioe Ca^d, Qoielf Sales, Easy J^rms, Oor f[\otto. 

We boy and sell. 
If looking for land for a home^ see us 

first. If wishing to sell, list with us. 
We have bought and sold thousands of 

acres this last summer and have thousands 
of more acres on hand. 

. For arbstracting or investment, banking, 
or any information as to Burnett and Pblk 
Counties, write A. P. NELSON, (irants-
burg, Wisconsin. 

GRiNTSBORG LOiN, TITLE« REILTY CO. 
( INCORPORATED.) 

WM. ANDERSON, Pres, A. P, NELSON, Secy and Treas. 
ANDREW PETERSON, Vice Pres. , 

O^cewiih Ff. si Bank of Grantsburg. 

Read carefully pages 74 to 79 for a more detailed statement of our business. 






