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and died and therefora they (the Winnebago} have passed here.'
Likewige, if you build s fire, always cover up the embers, for if you
should throw away any into the water {you would be detectad).”

Then they want away in boats and returnad to the lake. When
they came to the nerrow place whers the main body of water lies
there they went abead along the left branch. Now this is all of thia.

After a while the tribes came to sse the Fremchman, for it was
about the time fized, and they said, “ How have you been getting
along?’ Then he said, “Children, you know what kind of pecple
the Winnebago are. We waiched them very closely, but they got
away, in what direction I do not even Jmow. In the morning they
were gone. I believe thoy went downstremm, although I haven't
even hunted for them upstream.”

Well, all thesa different trikes looked for the Winnebagn, for they
wished to trell them and kll them. Now, although the Frenchman
had expressly forbidden them, sure enough (the Foxes) found a fish
that had been spesred. “They've come past here’ they said.
Howevar, when they came to the fork of the stream they didn't
know which way (the Winnebago) hed gone, but they noticed
emberain the water. “They've gone by here’”  As it was impoasible
to go to the end of the stream in boats, all the half-breed Foxes got
out {and walked). Soonthey saw the owallodges. * Thers thay are,”
they srid., For that reasen the Fexes carafully looked them over
and watched them. They inquired sbout them and found oub
thet they had pessed by.

The roed (trail) waz visible, z0 they ¢hesed them. Soon e cold
sutumn spell overtook them and they (the enemy; gave up tha
chase and returned home.

We will not follow the course of Winnebago history through all
its vicksitudes from their defeat hy the Foxes to the British and
American oeeupancey, but only indicate important facts. An im-
portant local event was the coming of the Fremehman Decora smong
them and his marriags to the davghter of the chief of the tribe
An sceunt of this has been pressrved by the Decora femily, although
it ig clearly mixed up with what we believe is an sceount of the
first contact of the Winnebago with the French.

HOW THE WINWERAG) FIEST CAME IT¥TO CONTACT WITIL TOE FRENCH
AND THOE OEIGIN OF THE DEOORA FAMTLY

The Winnebage originated at a place called Red Banks (Green
Bey, Wis.) (pl. 1). 'Thay had no tools to work with at thot time.  All
they had were bows and arrows and a firestarter. They had no iren,
snd if they saw a stone thai was naturally sharpened in any way it
was considered sacred and they offered tobacco for it. They had
tobareo from the beginning. It was their most valued possession.
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They fasted and became holy, The grestest homor was to he o
brave man, and for that reason they did nothing but go to war.
They were prepared for war at sll times. They tried to obtain war
honors. They wished to go to war all the time and kill meny smemies.
If & person fasted and went without food for s long time, gave offer-
ings of tobacco often, and was then blessed by the spirits, then it would
he very hard to kill such a persen in baitle. The people lmew that
atch powers could be cbtained, and thet i= why they did these things
all the time,

They gave many feasts. When n person gives a feast, then he offers
the apirits tobascce snd asks in Teturn that their weapons be sharper
than those of their enemies fi. &, that he kill an enemy and escape
upharmed). That is why they used to give so many feasts, thot they
fight be victerious In war. They make offerings to the war spints,
and if thesa then bless them they will become great warmiors. They
degired greatly to obtain these blessings.

Tobaceo is the greatest possession they have. After Earthmaker
created all things he created man. Man was the last of the created
objects. Those created before were spirits, and he pub them all in
charge of something. Even the smallest insects are able to foresee
things four daysahead. Thehuman beings wers the least of all Earth-
msker's creations. Theywere put in charge of nothing, and they could
not even foresec one day shead. They were the last ereated and they
were the poorest. Then Earihmelcer creatod & weed with a pleasant
odor end all the spirits wanted it. Soms were ahmost certain that it
would be given to them. They would sach think to themsalves,
I am going to be put in charge of that, for 1 am one of the greatest
£pirits in the world.” Then the Creator said, ‘*To all of you (epirits)
I have given something velvable. Now you all like this wesd and
I mayself like it. Now this is the way it is going to be used.” Then
he took one of the leaves and mashed it wp. Then making a pipe
ha smoked it and the cdor was pleasant to smell. All of the spirits
lenged for it. ‘Then he pava each gna of them a puff. **Now, what-
ever (the human beings) ask from me and for which they offar tobacco,
I wiil not ba abla to refuse it. I mysalf will not be in control of thia
weed. If they give me & pipefal of this and make & request I'will not
bo able to refuse it. This weed will be eallied tobacco. The human
heings are the only ones of my creation who are poor. [ did not give
them snything, o therefore this will be their faremost possession and
from them we will have to obtain it.  If a human being gives s pipeful
and mekes arequest we will always grantit.” Thusspoke Earthmsaker.

For thet reeson the human beings are in control of tobaeco; it is
their natural possession. This is the story that wes handed down to
ws. The Winnebago made war and mada many offerings of tobaces.
It iz said that the Winnebagoe were the bravest of sll the Indians.
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They say that the tobaeco was given to them directly and that
Earthtaker loves the Winnebage more than any other race. For
that resson they were very clever.  Now this i3 wiat the old men
have zaid and handed down to us.

Once something nppearod in the middle of the lake (Green Bay).
Thev were tha Franch: they were tha first {n come to the Winnebago.
The ship came nearer and the Winnebago went to the edge of the lake
with offerings of tobarre and white deerskins. There they stood.
When the French were nbout to come ashore they fired their guns
off in the air 28 & =olute to the Indinns. The Indians seid, 'They
are thunderbirds.” They had never hesard the report of 5 gun before
that time and that is why they thought they were thunderbirds.

Then the French landed their boats and came ashors snd extended
their hands te the Winnebhago, and the Indians put tobaceo in their
hands. The French, of rourse, wanted to shake hands with the
Indians. They did not know what tobaceo was, and therefore did
not know what to do with it.  Some of the Winnebago poured tobaceo
on their heads, asking them for tietory in war. The Freoch tried to
spank to them, but they sould not, of course, make themselves under-
stood. After & while they dizcovered that they were without tools,
so they taught the Indians how to vse an ax and chop a tres down.
The Indians, howeser, were nfraid of it, becansza they thonghi that
the ax was holy. Then the French tsught the Indians how to use
guns, but they hald aloof for a long time threugh fear, thinking that
all these things wera holy.

Suddenly & Frenchman saw an old man smoking end poured water
on him. They lnew nething about smoking or tobacco. After a
while they got more acenstomed to one another. The Indiane
learned how to shoot the guns and began trading objects for axes,
They would give fure and thinge of that nature for the guns, knives,
and axes of the whites. They still considersd them holy, however.
Finally ther learned how to handles puns quite well snd they liked
them very much., They would aven huild fires nt night so that they
might try their guns, for they could not wait for the day, they were
g0 impatient. Yhen they were out of pmmmpiticn they wonld go
to the tradars and tell their people that they would seon retur.
By this time they had learned to mske themselves understood by
Farious signs.

The sacand time they went to visit the French thay took with them
all the warious articles that they pessessed. Thers the Fremch
tanght tham how {0 sew, how to use an ax, and how to use a fmnife.
Then the leader of the whites took a liking fo a Winnebapo girl, the
deughter of the chief, and he asked her parents for permission to
merry her. They told him that her two brothers had the right to
give her swey in merrisge. So he asked them snd they consented.
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Then ha merried her. He lived there and worked for the Indians
and stayed with them for many years and he taught them the use
of many tools. He went home every once in a while and his wife
went with him, but he alweys came back again. After a while a
son waa born to him and then another. When the boye wers some~
what grown up he decided to take hiz oldest son with him to his
comntry end hring him up in such a way that he would not be in
danger, 83 was the cass here in the woods. The Indians consented
tv it and they agreed that the mother waa to bring up the youngest
child.

So he fook his ¢ldest boy home with him and when he gof home ha
went, to live with his parents, as ha had not been married in his own
country. He was a legder of man. The boy was with him sl the
time and everyone took e great liking to bim. Peopls would come
to see him and bring him presents. They geve him many toys.
However, in apite of all, he got homesick and he wowld cry every
night until he fell asleep. Ha eried all the tbue and would vof eat.
After & while the peopla thought it best to bring him back to his
home, as they were afreid that he would get sick and die. Bafore
lung they brought him back. The father said: “My sons are men
and they can remain hers and grow up among you. You am to
hring them ap in your own way and they are to live just s you do."

The Indians made them fast. One moming the oldest one got up
very early and did not go out fasting. His older vncle, seeing him
Ty to eat some corn, took it away from him and, taking a piece of
charcosl, mashed it, rubbed it over his face, and threw him out of
doors. He went out inte the wilderness and hid himself in a secret
place. Aftarwards the people searched for him everywhere, but
they could not find him. Then the people told the uncle that he
had done wrong in throwing the boy out. ‘The latter was sorry, but
there was nothing to be done sny more. Inreality the uncle was afraid
of tha boy's father. They locked averywhare but could not find him.

After s full month the boy came home and brought with him a
cirele of wood (. e., adram). He told the people that thisi=z what he
had received in & dream, and that it was not to be used in war; that
it was something with which to obiain life. He said that if a fesat
was made to it, this feast would be one to Earthmaker, as Earthmalker
had blessed him and told him to put his life in the service of the
Winnehago.

From this man thev recelved meny benefits. He was called to
take the foremost part In everything. They called him the French-
man, his younger brother being called Feap'o’sgoge, White-throsat.
And as they snid, go it has always been. A person with French blood
has alwnys bean the chief. Only they could accomplish anything
among the whites. At the present time there is no clan as numereus
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a5 the descendants of that family and the ohject thet he said was
sacred (the drum) is indeed sscred. It is powerful to the present
day. His descendents are the most intelligent of all the people and
they are hecoming more intelligent all the time. What they did
was the best that could be done. The ways of the white man are the
hest, This is the way they were brought up.

This 13 the end of the histary of the Decoras.

One of the interssting developments resnlting from the Indisn eon-
tact with the whites has been the appearance of prophets.  In almost
all cases these prophets were concerned with attempts to zo adept
the lifs of their fellow-Indians to the new conditions that they
would be better able to cope with the invaders who were sweeping
sll before them, Whether prophets sprang up only in response to the
peculiar ¢onditions resulting from the presence of the whites it is im-
posgble to say, but there seems no reason to believe that such had
nlways heen the case. 1t is quite possible that conditions similar to
thosa developing from the gecupaney of America by Evropeans hed
overred in pre-Columbian times when ona tribe was hard presssd
by snother.

The Winnebago seem to have had their share of prophets, and
seemmn likewise to have been influenced by some of the great prophets
of other tribes, like the Shawnes prophet.  An interesting aceount of
whet he told the Winnebago has been preserved and we will giva it at
length.

One of the suggestive things about the following account is the way
in which the informant, wha is evidently a devout Payote follawer,
connests the teachings of the Shawnee prophet with the modern
Peyote movement, thus evincing a remarkable feeling for historieal
continuity.

WHAT TEE SHAWNXEE PROFHET TOLD THE WINKEDAGD

Now this is what the Winnobago heard [rom the Shawnee prophet;
this 1= whet ke ssid, 14 i= gaid, by those who heard him:

“Let the peopls give up tha customs they are now observing and 1
will give them new ones.”  This is what Le saidl.

Some of the Winnehago did this and threw away their wer bundles.
But he had meant their bad customs. Some alse threw away their
good medigines. At last they decided to go over to where he'was., A
man named Smoke-Walker led a number of young men over.  We
twill walk as the thunderbirds do,” said the leader. Ther & graet and
holy man celled Dog-Head szid that he glso was going along. He
was then an old man. The leador said, * You had better not come
along for we are going to walk as the thunderbirds do, and for that
réason I wish anly young men.” But Dog-Head said, “I am going



