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CATHOLICS ANTAGOJSriZB IT. 

The Bennett La-w Arraig^ned by Bishop 
Flasch at La Crosse. 

LACKOSSB, Wis., Jan. 31.—It lias been 
a matter of considerable speculation by the 
friends and advocates of the Bennett law 
as to what stand the Catholic clergy of the 
state would take when the measure came 
to be an issue in politics, as it is now gen­
erally conceded it will. The Lutheran 
ministers have been uniformily outspoken 
in condemnation of the measure, but up to 
last night not a Catholic, priest has been 
heard to give public utterance on the sub­
ject of compulsory education and parochial 
school supervision by the state. 

It remained for Bishop flasch to break 
the ominous silence, however, and at the 
celebration of the 31st anniversary of the 
St. Joseph society last evening he gave ut­
terance to words that have the deepest sig­
nificance, coming as they do from a high 
official of the church, and one who is in 
close communion with Archbishop Heiss, 
of the Milwaukee diocese, and who "fias be­
come generally accepted as the coming 
coadjutor to the venerable archbishop in his 
work in the metropolis of the state. _ » 

Bishop Flasch's theme was "Religious 
Instruction of the Young," and in the 

remarks on the subject he 

E E P O B T OF THE ri3,,T-
THE S.CHOOL QUESTION. \ 

The Real Purposs and Spirit of the Bennett 
Law. 

Madison State Journal: The Bennett 
law was conceived by American patriotism 
to protect and bleas the poor boy by insur-
inii him the largest advantages of citizen­
ship, and especially by afiording him, if 
the son of foreign parents, an equal chance 
in life with every other cliild. It is 
American patriotism to see to it that every 
citizen ia clothed with tho hij;hest qualiS-, 
cations of American citizenship. It is 
American patriotism to provide tliat every 
cliild born in this land shall have one of 
the chief aitributes of an American—a 
knowledge of the language of our people, 
tliat he may have access to the common 
li'e of this nation, and be able to 
use every privilege that it may afford. 
I t is American patriotism to foster the 
national spirit by insisting that no one 
shall be shut off from the cosmopolitan 
currents of American life, and also by 
deraanciing that no boy, however obscure, 
shall grow up ignorant of the universal 
means of communication in this land; that 
tongue in whieli the laws are written that 
govern him, and by which alone he can 
have the fullest association with all the 
life about him. It is the high-water mark^ 
of American patriotism to equip the poor 
boy, wiierever he may be, with thia ele-

course of his 
arraigned the Bennet law as opposed not = mental power of our national life. 
only to his chuJtjh, but to his mother coun- This is the sole intent of the Bennett law, 
try. He denounced all forms of infidelity, which ia wise in its spirit and moderate in 
declaring that without the spiritual train- ( its demand, ana absolutely destitute of any 
ing of youth there could be no enduring , reference to religious matters. There ia no 
religion, there could be no state What J 'race of persecution in its provisions, and 
he demanded for Catholics was the right to 5 
educate their children according to their 
own belief, unmolested by the state or by r 
organized individuals. 

It is generally believed that Bishop 

Us operations cannot restrict any religious 
privileges or injure any ecclesiastical in­
terests. It is wrong to impute any motive 
but patriotism to its friends; it is folly to 
contend that it trenches upon the rights of 

k a s c h ' s address last night was intended 1 »°y class of people in our midst. I t 
" - passes no judgment upon parochial sctiools; every person 

for 
the 

not only for the ears of 
around -the festal board, 
Cathcilie priestg in every corner of 
state. .:.•.. 

Father Sohwebach, who followed Bishop 
Flasch, spoke in the same strain in hand­
ling his subject, "Religion. and Patriot-

. ism," he exhorted his hearers to think 
- arid talk politics, to be true Americans 
' and true Catholics by sustaining every in-
1 istitution of the church—its schools and 
-j»cieties.:.as well as its altar. The ad­
dress was regarded as the Reverend 
Father's greatest effort, and was much ap­
plauded. 

Total receipts for twe yea r s . . . 

l%„f'oI=f> f . - i it casts no reflection upon denominationai 
out aiso ™r education; it abridges the right of no 

• parent; it simply demands in behalf of the 
child that somewhere and somehow he 
must be given a reasonable knowledge of 

B the English language. And wliy ? To, 
teach bim disrespect for the church of his 
fathers? To divorce him from piety ? To 
defeat his spealiing German, Norse and 
French? No snch absurd result is con­
templated or is likely to follow. The sim­
ple reason is that he may be equipped as 
an American citizen in order that ha may 

" be master of himself and of tlie situation 
before him. 

= It is the greatest mistake, hardly less 
• than a crime, to imagine evil of this law, 

or to read into it any menace to religious 
liberty, or to drag it into partisan discus­
sion. No man would be quicker to defend 
Catholic or Jew in the exercise of his re­
ligious liberty than our present governor. ' 
The men most alive to the sanctity of pri-

I vate opinion and most watchful of the right? 
i„of the, individnal, civil and religious, are i 
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n t ho Bepuolican party—the party of ! liberty,"of progress, ol equality, and of fra-

[ 'ternity. The people of foreign birth or 
parentage in our state are, as a rule, it is 
hoped universally, reasonable and patriotic 

• and there is no probability that they will 
! see in this measure any menace to their re­

ligious liberty or any attaclj upon their 
- mother tougus. 

If this law ia brought into, political dia-
': cussion it will not be by the action of its 
: friends or by the advice or consent of the 
I leaders of tiie Eepubiiean party. If there 
I are enemies of the public schools in our 

midst, and if they make use of this wise 
and patriotic statute as the objective point 
of an attack upon the common schools, 
then the Repablican party will stand by 
the little red school-house on the bill—the 
sanctuary of American liberty and the 
poor man's university. If an assault ia lo 
be made upon the American stale, and 
upon that essential part of the American 
state, secular education,flet it come aa soon 
as possible; and let the issue be made clear 
and sharp. The Eepubiiean party, the 
friend of every chr.rch, but the dictator lo 
no man respecting matters of religion, will 
stand by the American state. And we 
need have no fear about the result. The 
American aenliraent is sovereign in this 
land, and while all ecclesiastics and rites 
will by it be protected, it will bow to no 
churchman and become the advocate of no 
dogma; neitjver will i t surrender its duty 
of education. 

The little district school-house is very 
dear to the American heart, and whoever 
lays the hand of violence upon it will 
evoke a storm Of wrath which no power on 
earth can withstand. It is impossible to 
tell what motive may lurk behind thi-i op-
poFition to the Bennett law, but if its op­
ponents are preparing for an attack upon 
onr public schools, let them beware. As 
Mr. Crco'ier, our fellow townsman, has 
pointed ouf in his recently published work, 
"Problems in American Society," where 
a chapter is devoted to the dis­
cussion of this question, the manifest 
destiny of American civil institutions lies 
wifbiu the sphere of secular action known 
as the modern state, and secular, but not 
irreligious, schools are a necessai-y and 
essential part of the structure of ihe mod­
ern state, and as tliere pointed out, any 
attack upon our public school system is by 
implication and bv direct influence an at­
tack upon the form of government which 
the people of the United States have 
adopteti, and the only one that could be 
adopted. 

But we trust that this issue will not be 
raised. We deplore the iniection of the 
sectarian spirit into political discussion. 
Nothing could ba more uniortunate than a 
partisan campaign addressed to the relig­
ious prejudices of our people. No such 
issue will be raised by the Republican 
party. It will always stand for the re-
lit'ious, as well as the civil, rights of all 
parts of our population. The wise course 
for ua is to keep cool, patient ?ad 
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tolefanf. Let ua not add fuel to 
the (ire of denominational hatred. Let 
us give our excited friends time to 
reflect, that they may see that no wrong is 
intended or will be done to any one by the 
Bennett law, which is simply the protec­
tion of American patriotism thrown 
around every American lad. But if the 
issue is forced upon us and we are com­
pelled to appear as advocates of the secu­
lar character of the American state, then 
the Republican party will be true to its 
traditions of loyalty to civil and veiigioua, 
freedom. I t will stand by the little red 
school-house and it will win. 

I N New Jersey, aa elsewhere, some of | 
the ecclesiastics deny the right of the state ; 
to compel children to attend schooh Thia 
has led legislators to declare that if the 
state has not that right, then that right 
shall not be exercised by any other power, 
foreign or local; that if the state cannot 
prescribe a penalty for parents who do not 
send their children to school, no church 
shall prescribe a penally for parents who 
do not send their children to church schools; 
that if the right of the state to fine a man 
for not sending hia child to school is 
denied, then the right of the church to 
send a man to hell for not sending hi 
children to a church achool shall be denied. 
The fact is that the Catholic authorities in 
New Jersey believe in compulsory educa­
tion—provide<l they can exercise the com­
pulsion. 

T H E Manitowoc Pilot thinks the in t e r^ 
view with young Coleman claims attention 
"both for the dictatorial attitude of Mr. 
Coleman and the atteranoes of those for 
whom he was the medium of communioa- • 
tion." It thinks that "in the whole history of 
politics no parallel instance of consummAle 
egotism on the^ part of an editor can be": 

found, and the ordinary insolence of pc^i-
tlon blanches at the recital of messages 
from Washington of which he was the 
bearer." I t then comments on the >vio!l-
tion of the rules of ordinary propriety in^ 
Secretary Rusk's alleged criticism of Groi^ 
Hoard, audi t is cruel in defining the limit-* 
ations of Con gressman Van Schaick. Tn*) 
Piloi pays more attention to the mat\ 
than it deserves. No comments can make, 
young Coleman's egotism more apparent 
than his own remarks, and none are needea 
as to the Milwaukee member of congress. 
As to Secretary Rusk, we doubt if he has 
been correctly reported and we are well 
convinced that the Wisconsin senators did 
not "authorize Mr. Coleman to lecture the 
people of Wisconsin on their presuming ir 
enact a compulsory school law witho.' 
leave granted." 



CALLED TO ARMSi-

Cathol ics Begged to Rise 
U p in The i r Might. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS DENOUNCED AS; 
HEATHENISH INSTITUTIONS. 

A Mockery of Juatioa and the Bennett 
Law Contrary to God's Com­

mands—A Bigot's Har­
rowing Appeal. 

From The German Cuiholic Excelsior. 
Hab trisciieu Mutn 
Du deutsclies Blut; 
Auf Gott vertraue! 
Una—uin dlch haue! 

—Vr. F. W. Weber, ^ 
. Just at the present time the above words^ 

of Westphalia's great poet, the author of 
"Dreizehnlinden," seem to find their full 

, Bigp.ificance, also, in the United States,or, at 
least, they should be translated into the 
energetic life of the day. Although spoken 
as an incitement during a time when Ger­
many was threatened with war, these in* 
spiring and courage-giving words of the 
famous poet are still better adapted for the 
German element in the great republic of 
North America. Against the German 
(German-Amerioan)-of the United States 
confederation, whioh,latter, without regard 
to the different nationalities, not only ad­
mits every peacSablo and industrial race, 
but which also lifts its protecting hand 
against unjust encroachments—against the 
German, too, a war is kindled more im­
portant and threatening greater danger to 
the individual than the war which made 
the sword tinkle when, the last time in his­
tory, the hereditary son of the German 
lands rose up against them. A war which 
cannot prove the courage of the German in 
the open field inasmuch as the missiles used 
are partly thrown secretly and, what is still 
more cowardly, miserable and mean, part­
ly from their own camp into the vary mar­
row of the Germans—against their lan­
guage and religion, 

Au eager pen has oftentimes recalled 
these words of Dr. Weber, even if only in 
prose, to the German-Americans, but par­
ticularly to the Catholics of German origin. 

They intend to take away from you, 
noble German (you, who, though poor, 
helped to convert the clods of this fair land 
into tillable acres), your heritage, your 
language! 

Thev intend to forbid you, brave Ger­
man (you, who brandished the sword for 
the Btarrv banner), your noblest treasure 
an earth,'your melodious mother-tongue! 



if you 

•WThev wish to (and that is the most im-^ i e y wisiij, 1 Belf-sacrifacing 
k»ortant)-pthey w ^^^ .̂ ^^^^ ^^ 
.?:„Tha"nds'a'n°d'your 'sweat, built churches 
-for yourself and Catholic parochial schools 
for your children, in order to preserve 
vour best goods, your religion and your 
mGther-tongue)-they want to subjugate 
you now 1 they want to make you the slave 
of others. . -^ , i r 

After you have always contributed_ ior 
the public schools, and by force of legisla­
tion which, in this respect, is a mockery 
to-all justice, must still continue—alter all 
that, you are not permitted in a free land 
to send vour children to a private institu­
tion which was built with your own 
money 1 . . . ^ 

Know you, German-American citizen, J 
• what a German poet says ? 

That God, who made iron grow. 
He would have no bondmen! 

And a slave you become, German 
let yonr.self be robbed by a flagitious hand 
of your language and, with it, of your re­
ligion. 

Whoia i t that gives these despots who 
concocted the much-talked of Bennett law 
for the ruin of the chaste and beautiful 
German language, for the eternal detri­
ment of the religion of children; who, I 
ask, gives authority to these officials, who 
act in true Russian knout style, a!ter hav­
ing been elected by the people, to pass a 
law which is not in conformity with the 
constitution of the United States, and by 
which millions of citizens of the country 
are continually slapped iu the face? 

They pretend that they are anxious for 
tlie welfare of the children; these should 
learn at least "a little English." As if the 
German in America needed a Hoard and 
consorts for guardians! As if we did not 
know ourselves and to our own satisfaction 
that our children must learn in this coun­
try not only a little, but much, very much 
English. 

First of all, however, the officers of the 
state must learn that without religion and 

V without conscience, even v/ith any amount 
of English, no good citizen, that is, one 
who, from internal valid reasons, obeys 
the laws of the authorities, because from 
God, can be produced. 

And in our religion we po.=ses3 that in­
alienable inheritance from our fathers 
which we must leave unimpaired to our 
children. Must leave? Yes, we must, 
for religion can not be transplanted from 
your dying-bed into the heart of your 
ciiild. That must be begun the same as 
with every other seed, early in the spring 
and steadily ever after, so that the seed of 
reliaion may germinate, grow and thrive 
for your children's and your own temporal 
and everlasting welfare. 

What think you, dear reader of these 
lines, of a farmer who begins to sow his 
grain when others have begun the har­
vest? 

Which then is the seed-time of religion 
as regards your children? ,4g,sopn asjrTOjir 
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children have begun lo use their reason;"? 
and then one needs not, one must not wait, ' 
with most children, until their sixth or 
seventh year. 

Where is the climate which alone per­
mits the seed of the Catholic religion to 
germinate without hindrance? In a Catb-
olio family, and together with the Cath­
olic family, in the Catholic parochial 
school. Transplant a southern fruit to 
northern regions, and you need not expect 
any result from your eflorts. Everybody 
knows that; the climate is too raw, too 
cold and unfavorable. 

If you send your child to a Protestant, a 
Jewish or a heathen school, how then can 
a sensible person expect your child to be­
come a Catholic? 
• And remember, every public school is 

neo-heatheii !—because a public school, as 
such, does not believe in a God and, con­
sequently, in uo commands of God, nor 
does it teach them. 

The only true and logical consequence of | 
the above discussion is this:, Those parents j 
who are enabled to send all their chi ldreal 
to a Catholic school and who do not do it, 
commit a grave sin against God, the friend 
of children; against the church, to whom 
Gq^ entrusted the edocatiofl of children; 
against the welfare of their own children 
vyhora they suSer to become heathens in 
the heathenisli schools. 

Even Hoard and the Bennett law can; 
not undermine this, for laws which compel 
one to act against God's commands are sub-, 
ordinate to what the apostle says: "For; 
we ought to obey God rather than .-uen." 

I t is a simple fact that, with the Ger­
man, faith is closely allied to the German 
language. If, now, it is the design lo take 
from your children their mother-tongue 
the,n this is explained by their desire to; 
quickly estrange your children from re--
ligion. This is ihe true object of the Ben-. 
nett law. 

O German blood 
Good courage show; 
Put trust iu God 
And-smite the ioe ! 

But how lo smite ! Should the Germans'; 
revolt against the lawful authorities? Take 
care! What then? They must, all and 
every one, without regard to sects, use _ 
the rightlul and just weapon, the vote, and'J 
smite in this manner bravely as is th« 
known custom of Germans to do. 

Give your vote to no one who wants 
forcibly to rob you of your mother-tongue. 
But still less should you help elect any aae. 

whose principle it ia to act against y o u r 
religion, yoti'r Christian conviction,-yOM 
conscience. Show it novT, ye Germany 
Americans, that you are worthy of youf' 
ancestors who never shrank back from ,;9 
just fight ! Show, electors, what yon ttiitlK. 
of those men whom you helped to elect, 
and who now abuse you by laws contrary, 
to liberty, that you know and underatana 
iti the future how important is the hour 
when you approach the ballot-box. 
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THE SDPPORTERS OF tHE BENNETT LAW. 
Mani towoc Pi lo t One t h i n g in 'connee- . 

tion wilh the discu.;;sion of the Bennet t lav* 
is pecul ia r , and tha t is tha t those p a p e r i 
most in tent upon sustaining the p r i n c i p l e 
of (he law are published in local i t ies ' i l l 
which the G e r m a n element la rge ly pre* 
domina tes . Not only this , t he subscript ioi l 
l is t 'of these p a p e r s is made up large ly of 
G e r m a n s and the papers seem to rely u p o a 
t h e G e r m a n s to sustain the law. The P i l o t 
and The Croniele are publ ished in a coun ty 
in 'whioh the Germans are eqnal in nuinbef 
to all other nat ional i t ies . V e r y near ly ona 
h.alf the subscribers to the former a re Ger-

"tnains, and over one hal fo l the suhscr ip i ioa 
l i s t of the la t ter are Germans . The Chi l ­
ton Times is published in a county idi 
which the G e r m a n element is s t rong. TI19 
same th ing is true of The Apple ton Cres* 
cent and The K a u k a u n a Sun. These p a ­
pers are Democrat ic but all iiave indicated 
clearly what the i r position is_ witl i 
reference to this law. The Manitowoo 
Tr ibune ,an independent Repub l i can p a p e r , 
leaves no doubt as to its posi t ion. T h a 
Mi lwaukee Sentinel , publi.-hed in the Ger ­
man Athens of Amer i ca and c i rcu la t ing 
l a rge ly in tha t section of the s tate which i» 
ma in ly Ge rman , is so outspoken as t o l e a v a 
noth ing to inference. Al l these p a p e r s 
m a y , with good warran t , speak for the Ge r ­
mans , aa the i r pa t ronage la rge ly comea 
from that class. The re ia not a papeB 
ment ioned tha t would not fight the good 
fight for p r inc ip le , no mat te r by whom op ­
posed. Bu i in the present instance t h e y 
are sustained by inte l l igent public sent i ­
ment . 

A n editor of an Eng l i sh paper in thi$ 
slate which is loud in its protes ta t ions 
of devotion to the Germans an;l which as ­
sumes that all Germans are opposed to tha 
Bennet t law, and for this reason comes on t 
in opposi t ion to the law itself, la te ly 
stated in conversation, when he t h o u g h t 
h e was not overheard, that " i t was h a r d 
10 have to stand up for the Dutch but 
it was policy for the paper to do B O . " 
I t is such m e n as this one quoted who seek 
to arouse nat ional prejudice on a s impla 
question of education, solely for t h e ad­
vantage which might result to them. T h e r a 
are some G e r m a n s who believe the l aw is 
designed to ul t imately prevent the teach­
i n g of German . There are m'any suppor t ­
ers of parochica l schools who believe t ha 
law is a blow aimed at the i r schools 
T h o u g h both are mistaken thei r belief 
justifies the i r opposi t ion. 

All o thers who oppose the lav/ are dem­
agogues. They funoy there ia an. uprisiufit 
among the G' lans in opposit ion to tha 
law and they are anx ious to obtain a p r o r o -
inent place ou the loaded vvagon. I t ia 
Polonius seeing a camel or a whale in the 
cloud jus t as the priijce may direct. B u t 
Po lon ius ' hear t does not go with his words 
and H a m l e t is not deceived. 
,, W h a t t ime-servers m a n y of the p a p e r s 
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01 Wisconsin are. A n o l i o w tney m i s l a k a ^^' 
t h e temper of the people i n being soiT" 
There is no other paper i n the state hav« — . 
ing one-tenth (he circulat ion among tha-
I r i sh peop le tha t The Cathol ic Cit izen 
has, and yet there is no other pape r in t h a 
state which lashes them so merc i less ly 
for the i r faults. I t does not lose by it . 
The G e r m a n s never yet s laughtered a 
man for cri t icising them when they Re­
served it. And the G e r m a n s by no uieana 
feel grateful to those se l f -appointed 
champions who try to m a k e i t - a p p e a r 3g 
tha t the ent i re nat ional i ty is a r r a y e d 
against t h e publ ic schools, no mat te r h o w 
honeyed the words or how obsequious tha 
demeanor 0/ those anxious to ra ise ' tha 
issue and seeking an al l iance with wha t 
t hey th ink the s t ronger side. I t is those 
who oppose the publ ic school, and t h e edu­
cation which the publ ic schools s h o u l d 
give , against whom the war is waged a n d 
they are not known.by any dis t inct ive na -
tior-il terim This is the issue and ou th ia 
the jattle must be fought. 
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MR. KOERNER'S CRITICISM. 
To the Editor of The Sentinel: 
_ G K . i r i o s , Wis . , Feb. 1-5.—In The Sen­

tinel of Sa turday , Feb . 15, among the u n ­
reasonable comments 01 "Memor ise G r a ­
t i a , " grossly pe rver t ing M r . Koerner 'a 
crit cism of t h e Bennet t law, the followin|c 
is r ;W to be found: 

K; 3rner—Some of our church holy days are 
observed on week days, and may occur <iuring 
the period of consecutive attendance,.etc. 

Commem—Well, yes; the Beyeuth-Day Ad-
ventlsts claim that they ijiay ignore our Sunday 
laws, because they are in conflict with their 
creed. Bupposiug an American legislatmia 
shjuld atteiifpt to make laws iu conformity with 
flil.ieligious absurdities, what would De Ihe coa-
se-jueuce ? 

I t would be well for "Memorife G r a t i a " 
to study the s ta tutes of Wisconsin befora 
under t ak ing to comment on Mr . Kcerner 'a 
cri t icism. Well , y e s ; the leL'isbiture of 
Wisconsin has a l ready made a law in con-
forraiiy with the re l ig ious " a b s u r d i t y " of 
the Seventh-Day Advent is ts and otherg 
•who conscientiously believe tha t t h e 
seventh, or any other day of the week, 
ough t to be observed as the Sabbath. R e ­
vised Statutes, Chap t e r 186, Section 4,-595— 
A n y person who shal l keep open his shop , 
warehouse s r workhouse, or shal l do a n y 

. m a n n e r of labor, business o r work, except 
oi;'y works of necessity and cha r i ty * * 
* * on the first day of the week shal l ba 
puii ished by fine not exceeding JIO, e tc . 
Section 4,596—Any person who consoien-
ti.insly believes tha t the seventh, or a n y 
oilier day of t h e week, ough t to be ob-
sej-'Ytd as the Sabbath, , and who ac tua l l y 
r e l r a ins from secular business and labor on 
tha t pa3', may perform secular labor and 
business on the first day of the week unless 
he shall wil l iui ly dis turb t h e r e b y soma 
o the r person or some- rel igious assembly 
on tha t day . F i a t appl ica t io memoris* 
gra t i a . F E E D . W E S K M A N N . 

• Cor rec t : J O H N " H E E Z I S E . .. 
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;W0 VIEWS OF IT 

Onposing Opinions of the 
Bannatt Law, 

M E D F O R D WALDBOTE V S . THE 

MILWAUKEE GERMANIA, 

W, ills Ona Daclaros the Iiaw to Be Jus t 
and Proper, tha Other Continues 

to Blisrepi-esant Its Terms 
and Purposes. 

Translated From The Medford Waldbote. 
The Waldbote ia one of the few German 

papers which in the Bennett law con­
troversy sides with those who not only as­
sert that the state has the right, but deem 
it its duty to control all Bchools. We are 
preeminently American" citizens; all wa 
are, all we possess identifies us with thia 
great country. Our being of German de­
scent, if at all considered, can be but of 
secondary importance. Whether citizens 
by birth or not; whether descendants from 
Irish, Scotch, German or Russian, we be­
come the moment we take the oath of al­
legiance a part and parcel of the Ameri­
can people and must serve the national in-

y^erests, all being subservient lo the will of 
he people. Many seem surprised that 
lie will of the people is becoming more 
nd more powerful, while the right of the in-
ividual ia being more and more restricted. 
his ha.s, however, always been the case, 
he right of the individual is most pro-
ounced when the national ties are the 

Veakest, as among nomads or huntera. 
;The individual sacrifices his personal lib-
; erty in direct proportion to the union of 
family and community, community and 
state. The coin with which we pay the 
state I'or its care and protection bears the 
stamp of our personal liberty. Many 
cannot comprehend this, aa, for example. 
Col. Krez, of Milwaukee. Formerly if a 
neighbor injured our property we avenged 
ourselves by retaliation. To-da.v we can­
not thus take the law into our own hands, 
but are compelled to enter a complaint 
againr^t the offender, whose pui)ishir^nt 
becomes a duty of the state. Such is one 
of the many examples which may be ad­
duced. Tha same applies to education. 
In the modern state the parent does not 
exclusively mold Ihe child's destiny. 
"Who molds the youth, to him belongs 
the future." says a well-known axiom, and 
our public school system is based upon the 
principle tiiat it is the duty of the state 
to see that the rising generation is so 
taught t.hat the children, on entering life 

E E P O R T OP THE [ P u b . D o c . 
so far master the elementary branches, 
such as reading, writing and arithmetic, in . 
the language of the land, aa to enable 
them to successfully cope with the world. • 
Thia is the duty of every state. Why oo . 
not those who are so strongly opposed to 
the Bennett law refer to Germany, Austria 
or France, where all private schools are 
under the control of the slate, to 
which they must give satisfactory 
evidence aa to what branches ^ are 
taiight and how they are taught? \ye by 
no meana wish to place obslacies in the 
way of private schools; we believe indeed 
that many private: schools are model 
schools, which may well serve as exaniples 
to our public schools. But these private 
schools can only serve as a model for our 
public schools when they fully meet the 
requirements of the Bennett law, by en­
forcing instruction iu the English lan­
guage, to-wit: A thorough knowl­
edge of the English language, and 
such familiarity with its idioms 
that it, and not a foreign tongue, will 
possess the minds of tlie j'oung. It is 
aw established fact, however, that foreign 
languages are predominant in many pri­
vate schools and tliat the English language 
is either not taught at all or merely as a 
subordinate branch. We also find in the 
state thousands of children, graduates of 
private schools, who can not speak English 
at all; we therefore consider the new school 
law as formulated in the Bennett law abso­
lutely necessary. 

We stand boldly on the side of those who 
grant the state the right, or rather con­
sider it the duty of the slate, to control all 
schools. Such a supervision will be bene­
ficial alike to the state and to the private 
schools. The latter will be forced to aban­
don certain arbitrary ways and learn to 
respect more the national interests and 
the unseoiarian character of the public 
schools; the former will become 
cognizant of certain methods used in 
private schools from vvhioh they may profit. 
We must never forget that our constitution 
expresses the noble conception of men who 
sought to free themselves from the oppres­
sion ofpolitical tyranny and denomination­
al slavery. This conception forms the corner 
slone of our public school system, while 
.99-lOOths of the private schools are denom­
inational which do not educate their pupils 
as free men in the sense of a Washington, 
Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, Henry, 
Franklin and others, but endeavor to hold 
them for their respective denominations. 
The rights and liberties granted by the 
constitution have made it possible for the 
various denominajjns to develop in thia 
co.intry as in no other in the world, there­
fore they should respect the spirit which 
called forth our public school system. The 
time will come, and it is not far distant, in 
which Protestants and Catholics, now 
the one, then the other, will be glad to 
obtain the casting vote of those 
educated, not on a denominationai 
basis but in the spirit as expressed in 



^ r t d constuntion as inculcated—or^at' 
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ilcated—or at"" 

.1eE9t""as it should be inc^ilcated—in our -

" f i e tZnk in the Benue.t law, that the ^ 
American history be tauglit in the English _ 
^nguage, is aho fully justihaule, tor two 

' * f °"xhe children find in the original , 
text that spirit which rendered great the 
founders of the union. . , , 

2. The children become acquainted , , 
with certain political forinr;, legal terms, ., 
and the language of public documents, a . 
knowledge uselul to them iu alter liie. 

Translated From The Germania. 
One can scarcely realiz;; what idiotic 

nonsense is dished up to people about the • ' 
Bennett law. Take for examnle our state 
superintendent of schools, Mr. Tiiayer. 
He is reported to have said at a conven- . 
tion of county school superintendents held • • 
at Madison, that no intellig, i>t man would 
oppose the thorough enforeeiaent of the 
Bennett law, if he was well informed as to 
its objects. In other words litis means: 
Mr. Thayer considers tlie mtiltitude of 
Germans who are not satisfied with Ihe 
Bennett law as ignorant blockheads. For 
a man must be a blockhead v.iio takes any 
interest whatever in the subject and does . 
not yet know what the Bennett law has 
reference to and wliat it means. 
Mr. Thayer is the apt pupil :. 
of our worthy governor, who, as 0 
everybody knows, considers the Bennett 0 
law as a sort of crown of legislative u-is- 0 
dom, his motives being pure sympathy for 0 
the poor German children growing up in 'O 
etuiiidity and ignorance. Ilowoyer, it is Q 
only necessary lo look about i;! Wisconsin Q 
to see iiow little the igiiorant Germans of n 
Wisconsin need Mr. Hoard's sympathy, o 
fo r of all others " "" .» î  .y (i sympathy, Q 

in Wisconsin the Ger- n 
mans have reason to be proud of their 
history and development. German busi­
ness men are foremost in Milwaukee, as 
well as in most cities of the siate; every 
one of them—and many to-day count ih'd'r 
wealth by the hundred thousands or ev»n 
niillions-began as a poor young man 
and developed without the help of the 
govori;or and his Bennett law. And who 
IS It that lives in the cleanly and in part 
a ready elegant homes, which sprin^^ up 
almost like mushrooms every yea" by 
thotasands on our city limit/? German 
workingmen. Then again, have the Ger­
man farmers, who have transformed the 
Wisconsin wild 
,1 . - "..derness into a garden ilurinf 
iH? last two generations needed the Beu" 
Btnp i l ryL/ ' ' " ' ' * "^^" ' ' ' ' ' ! ^^ ' "^ ^o- The 
«ans t 4 t AT '""°^??«« °J '>'« Poor Ger-
oblbfld ,„ '''"•''• H ° " ' l *"J Thayer feel 
law'must h„° ' ' "° ' ' " " ' " " 2 ' ' '>>« ^^""el ' ' 

stamp, of Th A T - V ' ' ' "'=«'-^P''Pe'-8 of the 
endeivo/»/ . ^^^''"""''^ee Sentinel have 
amo.?J,h!fr ^ ' '" '•" '"" ' ''^« opposition 
j^won the Germans to the Bennett law to 

uostility toward the public sphoqls or 
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even toward th« EngnalTlinfflKager^'^'S'olh- J 
ing can be more absurd or.more false as fa^-k 
aa the German Protestants are concerned: .-
These latter have on every occasion, ad-"i 
milted that our public schools, such ); 
as they are, are a necessity; thev | 
have called especial attention lo tfe 
excellent results sometimes attained by 
them and they have repeatedly expressetj;; 
themselves as cheerfully willing to fulfill" 
their duties in supporting these schools by 
taxation. Ail this has been so explicitly 
set forth in the declarations of different 
synods and particular pastors—we will 
merely call attention to the admirable 
declaration of President Schwan, of the 
Missouri synod, in The Chicago Tribune— 
that it is impossible not to take cognizance 
of it unless purposely. The same ia true, 
of the English language. No German Is 
prejudiced against the English language 
or desires to keep the knowledge of the 
language from his children. On 
the contrary, we admit that every,. 
American, whether a native or an immi­
grant, should secure as much familiarity 
with the English language as he is able to. 
But we protest with all our might against 
the assumption of such of our fellow citi­
zens as claim the title of "Americans" for 
themselves alone, that the German lan­
guage is a foreign language here in Amer­
ica. 

And it is just this—all assertions to the 
contrary notwithstanding—that provokes 
the zealous advocates of the Bennett law. 
To such people who will recognize as 
"Americans" only those whose ancestors 
lived here during the war of the revolution, 
the German who clings to his home customs 
and to his glorious native tongue is an 
annoyance. I t is not sufficient for them 
that we should become Americanized—we 
want to do that in the proper manner, of 
course—bat they want us to become de-
Germanized.^ And they think that can be 
accomplished first by destroying German 
schools. Tiieir calculation ia certainly a 
correct one. Aside from immigration, 
which it is sought to restrict in every pos­
sible manner, the German element in 
America has its greatest strengtii in the 
German schools, In destroying these, as. 
the Bennett law seeks to do, the German 
element would lose one of the main, 
conditions of its existence. The 
calculation is well made, therefore. 
One thing, however, was not taken i%to 
consideration. That is, that the Germans 
will not allow their schools, for the crea­
tion of which they have worked for ha'lf a 

. ceiUury, to be taken away from them by 
means of a sort of sleight-of-hand trick. 

Such is—if we uudersfand it correctly— 
the feeling among the Germans of Wiscon­
sin. I t is false to as.serl that the Germans 
are opposed to the public schools—we are 
ready to defend these - schools against , 
every attack—and it i's an impudent lie 
o n n o l ^ t i , " ' 5 ' *''« Germans wdio 

1 a » S f ^ % ^ « ° " « " ^^^ ate arrayed 
. . l , ^ i 5 s t the English language. All that 



the Germans ask ia the right to r e g u l a t e ^ 
the schools supported by them as may 
seem best to them and to preserve the 
German character of these schools as a 
bulwark of old German customs and as a 
bulwark of ^the German mother tongue. 
The Gengia*n3 are defending these when 
they oppose'new-fan<;led laws, and when 
they stand firmly together against every 
attack, no matter from what direction it 
may come. 

WHY THEY OPPOSE THE BENNETT LAW. . 
To the Editor of The Sentinel: 

MEEKILIJ, Jan. 4.—In reading the cor­
respondence published in The Sentinel, fes 

5-both for and against the Bennett law— |y 
there is one point T fail to see mentioned 
by those in lavor of the law, which ia a 

; peculiar feature in the case of the Luther­
an clergy in this part of the state at least, lei] 
Now I have in mind seven Lutheran min- fr 
jsters ^who live not a hundred miles from 
here), who are each preacher and teacher 
in a Lutheran church%nd parochial school 
connected therewitii. These seven Luth-

. eran ministers are bitterly opposed to the 
Bennett law. 

Four of the above ministers cannot 
speak the English language; the other 
three can only speak It very imperfectly, 
but neither of the seven can read or write 
it. 

Now, if the Bennett law were in force it 
would necessitate the hiring of seven teach­
ers for these seven parochial schools—who 
understood the English language—and as 

ta result would redfice the salaries of the 
f.above seven ministers to about one-half. 
• Is it not plain that self interest compels 
Hhose _ men to oppose the Bennett law? 
• And is it not a supposable case that seif 
"Jnterest is at the bottom o«» a good deal of 
the personal opposition to the law? Cob 
;jCreẑ  and others, for instance. 

AireRICAN. 

GOV. HOARD AND THE LIBEL LAW. 
To the Editor ot The Sentinel: 

The innocent and venerable editor of 
The Evening Wisconsin, in his issue of last 
Saturday, gives the following extract from 
The Sentinel: 

E. D. Coe read a paper, which was pro-locative 
of a lively discussioa, in which Gov. Hoard led 
offwith a declaration of Ma idea that no news­
paper editor should have more protection than 
a private individual; that the present law con­
tains all that is heiiessary to the proper and just 
protection of the editor, and that if he violates 
the sanctity of a man's private life, or il he pub­
lishes a libel, he should be held to a strict ao-
cotuitability for his language. 

He then proceeds to urge the editors of 
Wisconsin to do all in their power to de­
feat the election of Gov. Hoard if he is re­
nominated. It seems to me, not an edito#, 
that the utterance by Gov. Hoard, aa stated 
above, will compel all who believe that 
the sanctity of a man's private life and 
horns ought to be free from the intrusion 
of outsiders to see to it that the present 
governor be kept where he is. The Even? 
ing Wisconsin to the contrary notwith­
standing. RKADES. 

, opposrua OPINIOHS. 
, In order to keep our readers advised 
respecting the course of the German press 
of the state on the subject of the Bennett 
lavy we have given considerable space to 
translations of ajtioles which have ap­
peared in their columns. 

In thia morning's paper will be found 
two such articles expressing opinions dia­
metrically opposed. The Medford Wald­
bote heartily approves the law, and de­
clares that it is both the right and the 
duty of the state to exercise supervision 
over all schools. The Milwaukee Ger­
mania, on the other hand, asserts that the 
managers of the German pairochial schools 
possess the right of absolute control over 
them, and that it is an unwarranted inter­
ference with their right for the state to re­
quire that the children of its citizens shall 
be given an opportunity to receive inslruo-' 
tion in the English language. . 

The gross unfairness of The Germania is 
shown by its attempting to convey the im-

. pression to its readers<hat Superintendent 
• Thayer and Gov. Hoard consider all Ger-
' mans opposed to the Bennet law as "igno­

rant blockheads." A great many Ger-
. mans who are opposed to ' the law have 
• not read it. They have had no chance to 

readitin a German newspaper. They have 
formed their opinions of it from the repre­
sentations made by such unscrupulous 
papers aa The Germania, which tells them 
it is an infamous law, favored by those 
who hate the German element of the 
population, yvho wish lo destroy German 
schools and to banish the use of the Ger- I 
man language from the country. ; 

In the articlp copied elsewhere The ; 
Germania tells iis readers that the people ^ 
who support this law are a class "syho 
only recognize as Americana theae 
whoso ancestors lived here during the 
revolutionary war." If there are such 
persons in thia country we have never 
happened to encounter one of them. Tha { 
editor of The Germania is himself too in- i 
telligent a man to believe the statements { 
which he makes to his readers. | 

I t ia not surprising that a journal which 
descends to such raisrepresentationa should 
be opposed to any measure calculated to 
raise up readers who will not be dependent, 
upon it for their Knowledge of public 
affairs. __ ji_ 



No.l.] SECRETARY OP 
COMPULSORY EDDCATION. : . 

To the Editor of Tiie Sentinel: 
Those opposed to compursory euuoation 

will find the example of Germany wortliy 
of their attenlion. They will also find 
that Germany h;i3 no scruples about com-
pelling the child to take his instruction in 
the elementary branches of education—at 
least in the German language, the lan­
guage of the country. She does not en­
courage the study of other alien languages, 
nor spend public money foolishly lor tliat 
object; but no sooner had she annexed Al­
sace and Loraine, wjiero tiie language 
then in vogue was mostly Frsnch, than 
Prince Bismarck decreed thtit German 
should be substit-uted for French in the 
schools. The same rule holds good in 
Poland and olher-outlying principalities 
owing allegiance to the. German govern­
ment. If it is the duty of the state to pro­
vide elementary instruolion for alt the 
children that grow up within its limits, it 
naturally follows thal,the lawful language 
of the state should be-the tongue employed 
in the future citizen's inslrnction. 

If a man is summoned to appear in 
eoiirt he ought to be able to read the docu-
menl, and if lie buys a farm he ought to be 
.able to read the deed of it for himself in 
[the language in which it is written and re-
iiCorJeil. If compulsory education is a good, 
thingfor the child and thefutura citizen—the 
future governor or state oilicer it may be— 
it ia certainly a good thing for the imlivid-
ual. Hence the earnest and serious educat­
ors in ihis and most other progressive coun­
tries have been in favor of following the 
example of.Germany, and compelling the 
attendance of all children in the public 
schools for a portioit of the year. Tn 
England, France, Belgium, Holland, It­
aly, Sweden and Norway there is compul­
sory education; and if those countries, in 
some of which suffrage is more restricted 
than in ours and less importance attaches 
to the intelligence of the people, consider 
enforced Instruction Imperative, how much 
more important is it bere where all the 
avenues to promotion are open? It would 
seem to be tiie most reat;onable thing that 
could be suggesteil.fhat if the people of a 
state yoiuntarily consent to tax 
themselves year after year for the 
suppo.' of public schools so that 
the f';tnre elector, citizen,, office-holder 
and business man may be qualified tor bis 
duties, the instruction should be in the 
English language. 

THE Rev. Father De Kelver, a Catholic 
priest at Menasha, in an ici,terview pub­
lished in another column, says that the! 
opposition to the Bennett law comes 
largely from those wb.o do notunderstand it. 
He thinks it is an exeelient law, and 
Irishes that it had been enacted tong ago. 


