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DEMOCRATIC BENNETT LAW

LEAGLILE.

Box 458, Milwaukee, Wis.



T0 OUR FELLOW DEMOCRATS.

There are times when blind sllegiance to party leaders
beeomes tresaon to pariy, to the stute, to remson and to eon-
peience. We belipve that the Democrate of Wiseonsin are
now confronted by seeh a eriais; that the politiesl eob-
ditions of the state earnpaignare sueh as to impose npen them
the grave neceasity of cliocsing between submission to the
unwarrantable dictation of lesders and their duty to the party,
the state and themselves. To ascertain it this be true, let ue
cxainine the situation.

THE PENNETT LAW,

In LBSD the legislature of this etste enscted a statate {eh.
519, Laws 1889,) Eummr}nl:,r known as the Bennett lew, alaw
which has been widely disenseed and grossly misrepresented, .
but which comparatively few persons Lave read. Omitting
that porticn of if relative to child-labor infactoriesete., as to
the wisdom of which there 15 no dispote,-ite provisions are
brigfly as followa:

1. That all children between the ages of seven and four-
teen years wnuet fexeept as Lereinatter provided), be sent tu

gebool tor 4 sortain nnmber of weoks in eacl Fear, the mum.
ber to be fIxed Ly the seboo] Dowsd, and to be not less thun
twelve nor mmove than twmlt:,r-ﬁmr weeks,
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8. That 8o schoo! shell ba deemed one within the mean-
ing of the law gnless reading, writing, arithmetic and United
States history be tanght therein in the English language.

8. That thosa who wilfully and persiatently disobey the
law may be prosecuted, but only by sathority of the achool
board, before 8 justice of the peace, and shall. if convicted,
pay certain forfeltures or ponalties for the bemafit of the
school fund.

4. That soy child shall be exensed from the attendance
at sthool reqnired by the law, apon its being shown to the
satisretion of the school board; &. that the parent or guard-
ion is not abla to eand soeh child to sehool: 3. that instrooet
ion has otherwise been given for a like period of time to smch
¢hild in the elememtary brenchea commeonly tenght in the
public echools; ¢ thet such child hae already aequired snch
elementary branches; or, . thet the phyeical or mental eon-
dition of swch ehild is puch as to render its sttendance
Inexpedient or impractisable .

5. That any child betweon tha agee of nine and fourteen
years, who, “withonat the lesve and against the will of his
parent, guardian, ete., habitually absents himeslf from the
echaol to which he is sent,” etc., may be arvested and desalt
with &8 & trmant child.

The above is 8 fair atatement of all the easential
fentores of the law; if any question or doubt ita ecrrectness,
we beg them not to secept the bsld statements of the law's
opponents, but to esrefully read the law iteelf,

We believe the trne grounds of their denunciation of
this law have never Leen stated bLy its opponents; thst they
dare not make public the real motive and snimus of thair op-
position, But chief among their gatensible chjections ere
the following:

GBJEOTIONS URGFD AGAINST THE LAW.

1, That it compale parenis, etc., to eend their childran
to 5 school within the district in which they reside.
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2. That it is sn atiack upon or sn anwarrsnteble inter-
ference with parochbial schools.

3. That it denies tothose prosecoted for its vwlnhuu,the
right of trial by jnry.

4, ‘That it ia uneonstitutional.

5. That it ia % paternal.”

ANEWERS TQ THE ORJEUTICNS,

These objections ean only be urged either by those who
have uot read and do not understand the law, or by thoee who
are interested in wilfully misrepresenting it. We will con-
aider them separstely.

1. It is ‘true that the firat section provides that the
parent, ete., shall eanse bis child to attond a echoel ia the dis-
triet in which ha resides, but this objection is wholly removed
by the next section, which, as above shown, exempts from
 such attendenee any child to whom < instruction s ofher-
aiee been given for 8 like period of time in the elementary
branches. eommonly fsoght in the public sehoole,” leeving
the parent aheclotely st liberty to send his child to sehool
wherever he pleases, or have him edncated at homa if he pro-
prefers, provided b in any manner camses such child to re-
ceive, at any schoul or place, the reguired amount of instrue-
tion, part of which shall be given in the Euglish langunsge.

2. The pretense that the law atteeks or interferes with
parochial sehipols has ita origin eithelr in igm':rnmue or in dis.
Lotcst intent to misetute the facts,

The guly shadew of a foundation for any soch claim is
that the law requires tlut ehildrew bz tanght certain elemen-
mentary stndies in Englisl, and that thers are parochial
echouls where that langnage 18 an unkoown tongne. There
are wany who believe that English ehould be teaght in
every school in the United States, but this law does not go
g0 far a3 to apply that rule to the State of Wisconsin
Large stns ave annaslly -peid out of the eehos? tund for
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tesching trerman m the public sthoels, and it might not
sgem altogether wnressonable to ask the parcchisl sehocls,
to teach s litile English, bat this ia not done, the state
having wisely refiazined from making any demand which
mig’ht be eonstried as in any msanner interfering with
private echools. Under this Jaw, if a parent chooges to send
his child to s parochial achool, and the chureh aees fit to
bare all the instruetinn in such sehool imparted in 2 foreign
tongue, e be it, only, in that esse let the parent see to it
that hie ohild, growing op as & citizen of an Epplish-speak-
ing state, shall receive, in some other school or at home, the
requinite amount of instruction in English, und he will have
complicd with the law. Itis at once abeurd snd monstrous
to acouse the state of anlewfnl nsurpation of power becanese,
for its own eelf-protection and to eeeore the proper cquip-
mens of ita children for the duties of citizenship, it demands
that snch children be tsaght to spesk, vead and write the
legel language of the state. It is bard to believe that any
Ameriean eitizon, whether of native or foreign birth, ean
honestly and serioualy object to 2 requirement ac manifestly
for the beat interests of both the child and the state,

3. The statement, originated by the Germarn Republican
Lunthersns spd shamelessly reiterated in the Demooratic state
platforin as & bid for their votes, that this law denies to those
prosecuted for ita violation the right of trial by jury iz abso-
lutely untrue, and cin caly be made with dishonest intent to
deceive those whe heve not read the law. The Pmcedur? un-
der the law ie this: Boits to entoree the penalties impesed
by the law can be instituted only by suthority of the school
bourd, men elested by the people of the district {exceptin some
gities where achool commissioners are eleeted by the Common
Cenneil) the person charged with vidlating the law is given
five days’ notice of hie detuult before evit ia hegmn, sud if,
upon the hearing of any sweh prosecution, it shall appear to
the satisfaction of the comrt (mot the school board) that be-
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fore or after the reaoipt of such notice, sach person has catsed
hiz child to attend the schosl ae provided in the law, in good
faith and with intent to centinue auch attendance, then the
peoalty shall not be incurred. DBut if no sneh showing is
made, the pmsanul:iﬂn proeseds, before the justice, and the
defendant, as in ell cases before a justiee, ®a¥ pmwanD awp
HAVE A& JUEY, '

4. The echarge of unewnstitutionality is, presumably,
based upon the slleged denial of trial by jury, and falls te
the ground with the disproval of that charge.

5. The cry of «“paternalism * i8 noisy, shallow, elap-trap,
designed enly to deceive the unthinking. Is this objeetion
sineera ¥ The same platform whieh denomnces thie Iaw as
% paternal ¥ conteing a deelaration Ia favor of laws prohibit-
ing child labor in faetories, ete., and in favor of compulsory
education—thoogh not in the English language. A parent
in the fnil axercise of hie natursl paternal rights, unabridged
by hutaane and necessary legialntive veatrictions, has the right .
to permit, or even to sompel hie ehild to work in a factory,
and to bring him np wholly withent educstion of any kind
or degree, and & law which, for the good 4f the child and the .
protection of the state, deprives him of those natural rights
is fully a8 open to the charge of ¢ peternalizm ™ se & law
which goes one step farther and provides not only that he
ghall keep his young children out of factories and send them
to sehinol, but that he mast also sea to it that they are taughe
the lungunge of the state of which they are to be eitizens.
Hﬂ law is+ paternal " in any objectionable sense which does not
transeend the boutide of the legislatnre’s legitimate power.

J£ the German Rapubdican Lntherans and their allies the
makers of the Democeatie platform are sineere in their ap-
proval of the emopulsory edneation statute in foree prior to
the prLERage of the Bennett law, s it not s fairand Ingical
inference thet their loud and veliement oppoaition to this law
is due tu ‘tlm fact that it reqnires ecrtain branches to be
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taght in English? If they are not the enemiea of E:ngliéh
education, what is their true motive snd object in demanding

that the Bennett law be repesled, sl their ostenaible objee-
_tiops 1o it having been proved to be groundless?

CHUBCH-S5TATE FOLITICH. k

Binee the enactment of this lew churchea have, for the
firet time in the bistory of the state, entered the politieal
areng as churches; the Geerman Repuhlican Lutheraa Qhurch
has held cancnses to devise means of effecting the repeal of
the law; it openly threatened the Repoblicen party with
the loes of iteinfluence and the welght of its wrath if' the
principles of that law were not abamdoned; it hes resoried
ta all known political methods to accomplish ita purpose; it
hias entered into an unholy alliance with the Demodaratie
leaders to deliver the (ferman Republigsr Lutheran vote to
the Damgeratic party, for this election oaly, receiving ae a
gousideration therefor a pledge that the Bennett law ehall be
repeslod, and a goodiy share of the offices, This
church, entering the fieild as s thoroughly organized
and equipped pelitical power, has demanded and is de-
manding that the state stultify itsell’ and betrayits trust by
basely coneeding thaf it hwe naither the right vor the power
to demend that - its shildern and future ecitizens reeaive u
certsin limited smounnt of instrnetion, in branchea purely
secnlar, in the legal language of this conntry.

Thia attampt on the part of a ghnreh, by the manipula-
tion of party politics eided by charch-canemses, to compel the
glata 1o eubmiv to ecclesiaatical dictation in matters relsting
cnly to secular vdweation, raisce an iesue of the greatest im-
portanea, fraught with Erave snggestions of fature danger,
and its evil results, it the enemiss of English education
snd etate enpremacy in secaler affuirs ure allowed to trinwmpl
at tha polls, are inmlenlable.  There is no religions gqueation
at isane, no right of the church at stake, to justify this ehurch
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interforence. Tha paroehial schools mey give their religions
insiruetion in Gierman, may give o their instroetion in
German, without violating &ny requirement of the Benuett
law. 'That law does not attempt to dictate to the parent
where he shall educate his child, it only suys to him you
must give your child eome edncation and as a part of thst
education you wmst canse him to be taught English.
Nor iathere here any legitimate question of eneroschment on
parental righta. The state has not invaded the domuia of
religions belief or of perental suthority, The warfare e
miade from the ofther eide. The German Répnblica.n
Lutheran ehnrch ia the aggresser, demanding that the state
sarrender one of ita uwndonbted prerogatives; that it make &
sowardly and dishonest disclaimer of a right and duty which
oll free states possess and exereise. It iz not the etate
attempting to abridge the liberties of its citizens, but the
ehurches endeavoring to encrosch oo the functions and
pawer of the state, and the isame thus foreed upon the people
by the arrogance of the German Lutheran Bepoblieans is by
far the gravest and most vital question involved in.the state
campaign. We have contined our remarks largely to the
German Lutheran Chureh, but we resent ocslesiantic inter-
ference in state affaire by any chmreh, as dangerone to the
liberties of the people, un-American and no-Demoeratic,

I DEMOORATIC PLATFOEM.

Unwise or unfaithiul leaders of the great and honorable
Democratic party heve, by the platform framed by them and
adopted by the recent state convention, pledged that party to
the championship of the slleged grievances of the German
Eepublican Eutherans and their charch; to the eamse of
chureh aguinst state oo the question of secular educaticn;
to the approval of this moet unwise, unboly and undemogratic
amalgamation of church and state; to the enrrender by the
state, under threat of the ecelesinstical lash, of its undonbied
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right to demand the edueation of ite children in the legal
lainguage of the state; to the unconditional repeal of the
Hennott law. The attitude into which the party s thue
songht to be foreed . s essentislly un-American, un.
petrigtic end nn-democretie, and is hostile to the best
intercats of the atute sand of every child within itz berdera

And all this shane has been bronght wupon the perty
meraly to gain, for this one election, the votes of those who
boast that they are not =nd will oot become Democrats, but
will return to the Republican party as soon ag, (having weed
the Dhemoerstic party as their tool for that porpose), they
ghall have brought it to its knees. Huch a course is not only
tmmoreal and enprincipled, but, like all immorality, it i& &
stupid blunder ss well,

TIIE DYy OF DPEMOGEATH.

The question now confronting na ie shall we, as Demeo-
erats, give oureanction to such a e prestitetion of tho'jmrty
weo lova andrevera,  Bhall we, a8 Dewmocrats, permit, even by
inaetion, the triwmpl of sveh g shminetul sueriilee of principle
and of the fuith and honorable traditions of our party, fur
the pitiful pnepose of reenringthebrict and diseredituble snp-
port of the German Repablican Lutherans. It is time that
such nnclean and blundering Teadership shonld be rebelked.

Mero inactive disapproval ean sccomplish nothing.  The
only way to [rec the party from the domination of those
whu guoritiee nll Priueiple, all patrintism and all democracy
to a vielour determination to gain vodes &t any cost, is to vote
againel the state ticket nominated on and pledged to that
shamefnl plattorm.  The election of that ticket swill vot he
a democratic vietory: it will wmean the degradation of the
Demoeratic party and the triumph of the German Repub-
liean Lutherans. Defeat new will stevgthen and purify  the
party, not weaken it, it will cleansc it from the stuin placed
upaon it by unzenpurlons “hosses,™
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Wa who thus address yoo are Democrate, strong in love
of the Democratic party, in reverence for Its historic grand-
eur, and in faith in its present integrity and patriotism and
ita futura trinmph. We 2re not trying to organize a new
party; we are seeking no personal political advencement, nor
are we becoming Republieans. Weé are neither leaving nor
seking otlers to leave the Demoeratie party; we propose to
vate for Demoeeratic congressmen and connty oificers. The
state ticket only i8 pledged to the antl-English-teaching,
chureh-state plank of the Plat.ﬂ)rm, and the defest of that
ticket will vindieate the integrity of Democcratz on thoue
guestions, We are making no fight against the party, but
are fighting for it, and against the laaders who have betrayed
it. On all nationsl 1ssnes we sare in aecord with the party,
and Lelieve the besl intereats of the eountry demand its sue-
cesz ou thoge isanes.  But in onr judgment the chureh-state
question is the ohe issue of the eampaign eo far as the atate
ticket {s conesrned. Wo believe, mid we think a large pio-
portion of the party thronghout the state believes that Deme-
crate own it to themselves, to the party, to the state and to
avary child within the state to aid, as Democrate and. bécause
they era Demoerats, in ernshing out all attempis at ecclesias-
tieal ussumption of seeulsr power; to wesert nod maintain the
abaclata right of the state to insist that ite ehildren shall ra-
eeive & certsin amonnt of education in the English langusge;
to rebuka the fuithless leaders who heve bartered priveiple,
patrictizm and the party’s fair name for Bepublican votes; to
vindicate the well-earned repntation of the Democratie purty
gt B party of prinoiple and patriotiswm, and not of trackling
expediency and trickery, and to take s broad, enlightened,
American aod patriotie stand in the great questions of the
education of our future citizens and state sopremaey in secu-
lar affwirs, The only way to do these things {a to vote agninai
the candidates for state offices whe are pledged by the plat-
torm on which they stand snd by their public atierances to
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the repen! of the Bennett law snd the upholding of all the
bheresies involved in that isene. _

Ta those Demoerats wha arein sympsthy with ws on these
great and vitsl questions we suggest the necessity for viger-
oot action, Organize loral Democratic Bennett law clabs,
orge upon your Demoeratic friends and neighbors the neces-
gity of defeating the etate pletforin and ticket, to cleansa and
purify the party snd strengthen it for future vietoriee, Do
oot fear the name of “ holter:™” Le whe repudiates s vicious
platform and the esndidates pledged to its iniguities, is dolng
tha most dutiful service poasible to his party as well 28 to the
atate,

We shali be glad to have all Democrats who desire to sid
In this work eend mz their names and addreesses, and to re-
celve saggestions from them as fo how Democcrats may best
contributé tothe trinmpl of the Benvettlaw and the sause of
Epglish education.

Respectiully,
Wisooxsey Democearic Bexxerr Law Lzacus,

. P. (. Box 458, Milwaukes, Wia.
Dated Sept. 19, 1880,



