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Early History of Lead Region

of Wisconsin

By Moses Meeker *

Aftor much delay, I commence to write, &t the request of
the Historical Society, the early history of the Lead -Mining
Region of Wisconsin, which will necesaarily embrace mueh of
my own history, having been connected with almoat all the
early trapsactions in this section of the sountry.

In the spring of 1822, when residing {n Cineinnati, and en-

* Irr, Moaes Meeker waa boro (b Mew Jermey, Jume 17Tth, 1T3HL After a com-
man education, he studied amnd cooinagnesd che practice of medicioe, Inp 1517 be
settied in Cioclonat], Ohkio. where he eagazed pocetsninlly [np the mangfactore of
white lead, uotlt 1522, when he dret wleited the leed mloes of dalena. Ha sooan
retirmed for bie femily and suppitea aod come oot in 188 and rematosd perma-
nently in tbe poublry, Ereépllog 2 fotoace for the ame*lilor of lead obe, e ¢cdi-
-menced the smeldog boalness, and continned with much success ootl the brear-
log out of the Hlaek [[awk Wur, rbhen the work was for 6 While suspended.  Y'Ea
thea forned his aitention™ weifes Wighalos Amlilk, Fag, "Ly the geaern] [neereat
of the vouniry: and to0 much prablie caonot he apccibed to bim for hie bemesen-
lence, and bis kiod apd Ifrieodly acte towardn the oowly, sod for the maoly epiclt
with which he lanored Tor the aatetr and weltan: of the Inheldtants of (he coLntry
doring the [ndleb dlatpthance Al thode acqualnied wieh Wi eaveer Jueldng the
datk daye of cur Indinn trogubles, cam lLicnc teatimenx (o fhe fmct, that no man
workoll WD B mdedbe nable wplrEf for the welfare of Lhe ooontry thoo did e
MHetker.  His hoaplinlicics were bestosed Lbaeally, and he made bls boues g wel-
come home for the mirADger and the homeless.”

Ak thir ofoie of L waT, be refaoved to Iowa raonty, Wissonmsln, and eettled on
Blyr ryer wod wam agaln scynged Im wmelblog for sevecs] yemmn, Bo Ockober,
1230, he was supparced, bot withont anrccess, 89 delegate to Condrress, (o opposl-
that to [en. Geafpe W. Jouwed Inm 1H42 he was slecked tn the Wissoneln Terel-
torfal Legla'mtore and the next rear wis & second Hime chosen b0 the same peisi.
tisg, wirviog through tbe sesslon of December, 14%d3—Tannary, 1844, He waa 0
delegate from Iowa county to the Ocoat Coeoatltuciooal Convent I 1344, to form
n Htate Constitntion.  Ile contlnioed hie resldence 1o Iowa county ontlt the wiorer
of 1554, when be retlted from metlee [lfe, and dettled op bis facm af Mecker's
Grove- I Beotoh, Lafapctie conmty, ohere b eodtinged to rosde t00 the spring
ol 1EAS, when he removed o Shollehoreg.

He took & deep Intercal In the State [Tiatorleal Hoclety. of which he was chozen
i correspending memhber o 1836, At Ibe InBtave: of phe Soskdy be (ommenced
Wl eartstlire of the eatly setliement of the lead reglon, regrectlog that be hod,
unlortunniély, hls joarval borned, which he I Kept of the ﬂrlg aettltment of
the conptry: thue reodeclog 1t Decessary for him t¢ draw opon ble memary for
thope early trpnasctions—adding, "t great ghlect wifh me 18 b glea 1t coTreet”
Belerring to the early Llfoes of JR22-E5, be gald: 1 bave (0 Yy [osdfedion soms
dernmenta, which show the despotism wndre which we lyed,” Theogh bls paper
povery hink 2 compacatively telel period, yet 1t [e of great voloe end loberest,

Dir. Mecker fied AF bls rewldonea In bhe wllisgs of Shallehurg, Jelr Tih, IAGS,
nt the good ol age of 76 resre. “Hnt few men,’” sips Nlcholan Hmlth, “poa.
4 whet harmonies2 {he character of Dir. Mesker—benevolenrs, emistenass of
dispoeiticn., benestyr of principle, and & teus Chriotlan aplelt, webq hle conwrmlhg
wirtues. He llved oot for himaslf, tut 0 do good to athers: apd (o conalderatlon
of this harmony of charkeiwt, bif name & sogTavad In Mo haprte of the wiis and

, and lo the records of eternlty’” TWheo [F. Mecker died, one of the noblest
af the band of Wlseonelt ploneera pansed Lo the better workd, L. Iv
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gaged in the menufacture of white lead, it became necessary
for me to visit 3t Louls, to purchase a stock of pig lead. On
arriving there, T learned that Col. James JTohnsom, of Ken-
tucky, wes fitling out an expedition to work the lead mines on
Fever river, on the cast side of the Misafssippi. The day after
my arrival at St. Louis, there was a keel-boat loaded with lead,
landed from the Dubugue mines, belonging t0 a man by the
nzme of Anderson, ap Indian trader. He informed me that
the lead had been amelted cn an ieland in the Mississippi river,
opposite the Indian villaga where hie establisbment was. The -
Indians would not permit him to build upon the mein land
whers they had dug and emeltcd lead for many years. Deing
in the Indian trade, and eceing a preat desl of waste abont
their furnaees, he conceived the ides of purchesing the waste
and smelting it. He ersoted a log furnace on the island, and
purchased the ove and the mineral ashes from their furnaces,
which, by paying the Indinns in goods, he obtaiped et 2 less
-eoat than ha eould have obtained it by mining. He gave me
a very glowing deseription of the Fever river mines, and ales
of the mines gencrally east of the Mississippi.

Abont this time thera sppeared an advertiscment in the
papera, that ths President proposed to lease to individuals
one-half of a sectiocn of land on the Upper Mississippi lead
mines. Tha person giving a bond and scourity for ten
thousand dollars, to he approved by a U. 8. Diatriet Judge
The individual getting 2 lease, was to have the use of timber
and stone on the half sectiom, for the purposes of smelting;
and was to pay the Government onetenth of all the lead
made.

Col. James Johnaom and others arrived on the Fever river,
(now Galema), about the 5th of July, 1822,  Anticlpating
oppoeition from the Indiams, he had proenred sn order from
tha Boeretary of War to Col. Morgan,® commanding the
troops on the Upper Mirsiseippi, to mest bim with s force
sufficient to over-awe the Indiane. Detschments of troops

* Oodone] Wihlenghdy Morgen, 4 netive of Virgloke, entered the service as cap-
fatn ja 1812, gxd at Fort Orawford, Pradrie du Chles, Apr) 14, :I.S:Ef,[.l o
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wore ordercd from Fort Edwards, Fort Armstrong, on Rock
Island, and Fort Crawford, at Prairie du Chien, Col, Mor-
gpan’e headquarters. The Sac and Foz Indians had deter-
mined to resist their landing, but found that resistance would
be in vain from the demonstrations made by the Govarnment
troops,  The Indiane afterwards informed me, that they, by
virtue of necessity, concluded to let the white men work with
them. '

During the summer of 1822, there wore s great many no-
tices publishod in the papers of Bt Louls, concerming the
wealth of the lead mines of the Upper Missiesippi. Om the
firat of October in that year, Col. Colo and mysalf started
from Cineinnati ¢n horsebaek for the lead mines by the way
of St. Louvis. In St. Louis T met with Captain Blise, and he
proposed for ns to remain there for a few days, and ha wonld
accompany us.  We complied with his proposal, and lsaving
5t Lonis we crossed the Afissouri river at Bt Charles, and then
traveled up on the west side of the Mississippi. The inhab-
jtants were few and far hetween, till within twenty-five miles
of Fort Edwards. We left the lest white seftlement expecting
to arrive opposite the fort In time to swim our horaes over the
river hefore night,. “When abount five miles from the hovse we
left, it began to rain very heavily, and eontinved some time,
and then changed to snow. .

We lost our way, and in place of striking the forde of the
river Deg Moines, we struck a slough of the Mississippi; by
following that down we found the main river about ten milea
below the fort, as we afterwards learned. It being night, and
2 heavy snow falling, we encamped for the night withont food
for ourselves or horees. Tt eleared off in the night, and the
pext merning thers was sueh a strong wind that we could not
hear the bell on our horses. 'We spent the day in a fruitless
search for our horees, and near night we found some Indian
eanoes ; we lannehed one of them into the water, put cur sad-
dles into it, and started for the house that we had left the morn-
ing befors. After going down the river about three miles,
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wo saw 2 keel-boat cncamped for the night. They very kindly
gava s something to eat, and invited na to spend the night
with them, After breakfast in the morning, we started down,
and the keel-hoat up the river. On arriving at Mr. White's,
we bhired A man and horses, and we put it upon Col. Cols to
go with bim to search for the horses, as he refused to hobblg
his borse.

Boon after be left in search of the hoTscs, & kecl-boat came
#long, and Capt. Bliss and myeelf got on hoard of it for Fert
Edwirds, leaving direetions for Cole to come on with the
horses; and on arriving at the fort, we hoard the eall of Cole
with our horses, on the opposite side of the river. We got 2
Frenchman with his canoe, and went and swam our horses
across the river beside it. At this fort we procured prowi-
giong, and started for Fort Amnstrong, at Rock Islend, distance
100 mtles. The weather beecame warmer, and the sireams we
hed to cross were very kigh, but our horses pot aceustomed to
crossing them, and would awim thern without diffewlty, eares-
ing us and our provisions upon their backs,

Fort Edwards was under the eommand of Major Marston;
fron whom and his officers we receivod very kind and marked
sttention. I have forgotten the names of all his officers except
Lieutenant, afterwarde Captein, Low. We arrived in good
timea at the fort at Rock Tsland, under the command of Major
Burbank, who reesived os very kindly, We fortunately met
with a keel-boat owned by George W. Hynes, who had his
family on board moving to the mincs, We sent our horsea
back to the settlement, and took pessage on the boat for Fever
river. On entering the river, I was astonished at the number
of fish a8 the men were pyshing the boat slong- 1 shot a great
many 13 fast &3 1 counid load and firc,

We arrived at the village abmit four o'clock in the afterncon
of November 12th, 1822, There were Col, James John-
son's™ company, consisting of eight men, white and black, the
zn:kff lk:: mb::nlff'n 33:.1;3 "Jéi’.‘i;"’%‘i'iﬁ’;&f vy ?iﬂzgﬂi s g nibgﬁtEﬁr:

Feara of age was taken to Kentucky, His father Cof, Robert Johoson. located
W[ tie fumlly at Bryen's Btatlon, wnd wers 8tlll cesiding thera wheo fhe mem-
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Colone! himsclf baving gone io Eentucky for the winter, and
to obtain supplies for the next year's operations; Thomas H.
January, with two or thres men, and a log furnace; John Bar-
rel and Nehcmiah Bates, one log furnace, together with Col.
Jobnson’s furnace, making three furnsces; Amos Farrar, zo
Indian trader doing business for George Davenport, a trader at
Rock Island; Capt. David G. Bates snd A, P, Vanmetrs, at
that time trading on tho island at Dubugue. Thomas Beuth-
ilier} having bought vut Anderscnt the trader, on a slovgh of
the Missisaippi, about thres miles weat of the settlement on
Fever river, known by the name of “the Point®—since Galena—
had his trading establishment at that locality, There were
about thirty pereons to pass the winter, with bui s short supply
of provistons, unless all the keel-hoats on the way zhosld get
up, which they failed 10 do. The seorvy mitacked a aumber
of tho persons, a3 1 learned the following scasom, when I re-
torned. I remained eight deys, and made what explorations
T eould in that time, and was satisfied that it waas a mineral
eomntry, and aleo having a good anil, and well-watersd; huot
that the ground eould not be worked on the terme offered by
the Goveroment. The ore would have to be smelted where the
timber could be obtained.

I mada arrangements for returning the next spring.  The

wiAbde atinck wae made on that fortrems En Aupmet. 17EZ, by A dirpag NH.E ot
British aad fodfne, amd soon sfter settled on Elkborn, in Scott ceunty, whers
Foung Jemes ™ U [ooted by dengara nnd hardahipd. The Indiabe were al-
moat cooatanily ircullley thin scttlement, ond Col, Bobeet Jolbsnn was & leader
ameog the peopls Lo repelliog and parsnimg the savage fos:; 3nd wheo bia =ch
James waa bot iteen Fear of oge, and tog “eeble to uwodermoe ihe raflgoes of the
wildernens, he took hlm to the confilat, with &8 servaot to cartr his e avd
azflat hlm In diflen]t passagesr, that be mbght thas learn from savle bablt do az-
dore the tolls and brove the deaogers of war. Duorlng the Wor of 1618, Col. Jauss
JToboeen merved Am mecondt Io crurannd snftse his heneher Col. o AL Fohoaoa, aod
epoandbded the right ndog In the charge on Geoecol Proctor mt the babtlc of
the Thames, Chot. 0. L3313 Tle wne & lRrge Army contrectnr durlog the sroacm
1E19-20, apE w1th Lwo abepmers oonversd supplles aod Eroope bigh yp Miasoarl
rver=oun of hla sieamers was pamed the “Johosom” Dr. Meeker'a norratlve
showa hig =arly connection with the lead mines 15 Ebe (falend eogion abd Weatero
WHiranain, He serred B fermn I Coozress In 1B25-27 2 and dled of ferer, ab hia
Tenldeoee 15 Scoett coanty, Kr. Aog 14th. 1828, In tho t&d year of bin age, Ile
wad 3 mrn whom oo dangere eowld dismey oot ohetacles dlacourape. eod wad
guided through Wre by (he steleteat prlooiples of Chtlatlao rlrtue god 1otegclby.

T Ee was Lo old gAn at this perlod, sars Chacles T. DM metedd. and remnlbed g
Gulenn and 4ied there many rears aloce. L. C, O.

1 He wad unlvecaally knnwe &m Kenvick Apdersod, an he wmw oo Kenlucky,
pometlmes engaged (o tredlog with the Indisane, and scmetimes employed 1o main-
log; he gerved Ihrough the Black Iewk War lo Ceptadn Clerke’s compeoy : wad
o the Maekrignlen Aght! In the afalm st Kellogg's Grove and Battle Creek. and
at Wisconsin Helghta and Had Axe; Be was 4 noted brufser, and I was related
of bim that he had thirteen fistian® Mehis In Miceral Tolnat 1o one dap ! vak he
whn okigeally klod-bearted and devoted to bis friepds. He wis Aoally killed Im
& Toud wix mlles scuthwest nl Dubugoe, In or ahout the Ml of 1838—haviog been
shot dead hr one whome life he bad threatemed. By reletes Mr {Aedteed who
pettled in the lead region o youth, lo 1525, and knew Andecsoa well, nod. spetka
klndly of nla memory. Lo & Dn
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gettlement cast of the Missisaippi in Tllinols extended up to
Quiney, within fifty miles of Fort Edwards; and on the weat
pide to the residence of & man by the name Edward White,
twenty-five miles below the fort, On the 20th of Kovember
we left for the settlement in 4 very heavy snowstorm. By
hard Jaber the men worked the keel-boat in the current of the
Mississippi. As we were going out of the mouth of Fever
river, we met with 2 Mackinaw boat, loaded with Indiens and
gorods from Green Bay, which had been sent by Daniel Whii-
ney. A younp msn by the neme of Tuttle had charge of it.
Winter hed commeneed, but we procscded night and day un-
til we arrived at White's, where our horsds were, Wa wero
subject to the severe eold, there being ne convenicneas for fire
in the boat.

At White’s we mounted our borses, and, after many deten-
tions by ice and stormy weather, arrived in Cineinnati on the
8th of January, 1823, and immediately commenced preparing
to retorn a9 early in the spring as possible. T entered into cor-
regpondence with the Secrctary of War, Hon, Johe €. Cal-
houn, which has since been lost; hut the substence of it wee
that I wanted some assurance from the Government thet [
shonld Dot be interfered with, gither by the Goverpment or by
individuels, in my improvements. My letter wes submitted
to Prosident Monroe, snd resulted in an order to Col. Bom-
ford, head of the Ordpance Department, where the business
of ths lead mines bhad been placed. I received all the asmur-
anee that could he given that T should not be interfevad with,
until some action of (longresa took place upom the subject.
At the same time I forwarded an spproved bond for ten theg-
sand dollars, as required.

On the 5th day of April, 1523, sll thinga being ready, I east
loose the good keel-boat, “Col. Bomford,” with & erew of nine-
teen men, two of whom had their families with them. The
whole number on the boat, consisting of men, women and
ehildren, amounted to forty-three, besides three dogs, My
outfit was obtained &t an expemse of peven thousand dellars.
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Among the passengera on the boat were the following persons:
James Harria, Kgq., and son, D. Smith Harris, now Capt.
Harris of steambeat notoriety; Benson Hunt, wife and child-
ren; Thos. Doyle, wife and children; Maria Rutherford;
Maria Bunce, 3 young woman; Thos. Whittington; John
Bunce and brother; .Iarasl Garretson; Thos. Boys; Rish'd
Fpears, and other names which I have forgotien, all of whom
laft, the conntry after remaining two or three years, exeapt the
Herrizes and Hunt.

The Ohio river, at this season of the year, wes very high.
Om arriving at its month, we commenced ascending the Miasia-
eippi; and in five days thereaftor thia viver also rose very high,
the hanks overflowing, and for five days we were confined {o
the boaf, not seeing Iand emough to stand npom. Weo were
tweniy-two days in running vp to 3t Louis, and during the
whole time only two days without rain. My men being
mitch exposed to the wet weather, seffered considerably from
gicknesz; we worked the boat along whenever we could make
any headway.

About seventy miles above the mouth of the Ohio, in ascend-
ing tha Mississippi, the ateamer “Indiana™ or “Virginia,” T am
not positive which, passed us, loaded with Crovernment stores,
destined for the Upper Mississippi. She wae the first stesm-
boat that erossed over the Rapids, I called to the Captain,
and triad to get Rim to take me in tow; but he asid that he
could not do it, 23 he had hard work to stem the enrrent. In
many places he would come to a stand-siill. On my srrival
at 36 Lonis, there woa a great speculation &3 to whather the
stcamboat would ever return again, and also as to the practica-
bility of steambosts crossing the Repide of the Mississippi. The
boat finally returned to St. Louis, me-loaded and made two
more trips. . The first trip to Prairie de Chien, and the second
to 8t. Peter’'a. They lost three or four gnchors by “warping
over.” They had not sufficient power of steam to stem the
ewift eurrent over the bara of rocks on the Rapids, The man-
her of werping 1s by sending a yawl-boat abead with an anchor,
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to which & eable is attached. They cast over the snchor, and
pay out the eable fill they atrive at the beat. Om a keel-boat
all hands lay hold of the warp, as they term it, and walk back
to the stern of the boat, and as each man reaches the stern, he
breaks off and travels to the bow, and ec on in suecession un-
til they arrive at the anchor or tree on the bank of the river,
as the case may be. Inm warping a steamer, the warp was #l-
ways passed sovers] timea around the main paddle wheel shaft,
and the stesm puot on, and the wheels and the warp would Toroe
the vessel against the current. At this day there has heen so
much improvement, that the term warp has slmost, if not on-
tirely, beeome obaolete.

While at 8t Lounis, T sent two men to Illinels to purehase
horses and eattle to be driven to the mines by way of Spring-
fleld and Peoria, from which latter place there was no setile-
ment mntil they reached their destined one at Fever river.
After leaving 8t. Louis, we worked along up the river as our
keel-boat was wont to do, svmetimes pushing it aleng with
poles, sometimes pulling it along by the brush, called brush-
whacking, soanstirdes by warping, and oecossiomally by sailing
a few miles; bot the wind would not shift to sait all the
bends of the river. On the day I arrived at Fort Edwards,
wn had a fair wind, and sailed abont twenty miles, owing to a
bend in the river. I wes obliged to keep along near the
oppusite bank of tho river, snd when abont ome mile abova
the fort, I saw one of the ports thrown apen, and & shot was
sent ahead of us. I laid tho boat in shore, took the skiff and
wont down: 1o the fort. T had concerted 2 sigmel for the keel
to drop down should I requira it. On arriving at the landing,
Licut. Low met me with a party of men to eseort me into 1
angust prescnce of the commandant, Major Marston, who I
fournd uwneble to stand without something to support him. I
apologized to him for not landing and paying my respects to
him, as wns the cnatom for boata pasaing up inta the Indian
countrys I had aveiled myeelf of the favorable wind, the
benefit of whichk I did not like to lese; but T judged tha
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quickest and casiest way for me to get along would be to signal
the kocl-boat to drep down and to invite the Msjor on hoard.
Ile cognired whether I had any whisky on board, sud answer-
ing in the affirmative, he said he would be under the neeessity
of taking it from me. I remonstrated by saying that I was
oot going to trade with the Indiang, bat golng to work the
lead mines with my own men. That appeared to satisfy bhims
and, as was the custom of the day, the brandy sostbed ell diff-
cnltiea

We worked up the river near o the fout of the Rapids, and
crossed over to be ready to commence the aseent the following
morning, Thring the night a rain storm began, so that we
could not procesd.  Early in the morning T saw & boat making
for ua from the fort. Omn their arrivel 2 letter was handed
me, containing a very polite apelogy for detaining me the
day previeus, with the mail for upper ports, requesting that
I should forward it as far as Prairie du Chien. At that
dey, and up to the fall of 1888, thers was hot repular mail
above Fort Edwards; each military post was a post-office, and
the commandsnt a postmaster. While the river was open,
the mails traveled at the speed of a keel-boat, and &3 often as
apportunitics offered.  After the closing of the river in the
fall, to the opening of the navigation in the spring, there
Wwas an express eent throegh fron one post to another, wnce a
month,

We pushed up the river without any amnoyance worth no-
ting, and entersd Frver river an Sunday, the first day of June,
making the trip from 8t Louls in thirty-ono days, and fifty-
eight days from Cineimnati. On arriving, T found thet Cel
James Johnson had arrived before me, sccompenied by Gen.
Simrall* from Eenutcky, with a few men; and John 8. Mil-
ler and family from Hannibal, Missonri, with a drove of cat-
tle. John Kay assisted Miller to drive his eattle through,
ke &, Smith, a brother of Mra. Miller, and Ebenezer
Orne, came thet year; Jobn Armsirong, Cuyler Avm-

* Litot. Col. James Simrall eommanded the Hentuchy Dmagoone oo the North
Waetern compaigne of 1819217, .o In
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strong, #nd James Thompeon, from Green Bay, with Tut-
tle, and Daniel Whitney'a pnods, arrived the fell hefore. I
was at my destined port, and had to live in my boat until I
could build howses, which was ne amall job, I had men and
tools, but my oxen had not yet reached me. Fortunately, Mil-
lor hed oxen, which he kindly guve me the wse of, till mine
should arrive. When I applied to him to hire them, he essid
thet T was too much of s Yankes for this country, and that he
would not hire them; but that I might teke and use them
g% long a3 I wented them; and if T wished to insolt him, T
tould not batter do so than by agein offering to pay him.

The timber was on the opposite side of the river. T had
gome logs bauled to the bank of the river about half & mile
#bove Gulena, which T rolled into the stream to raft down, but
they sank. Fortunately the Armetrongs had built a flat-
Loet which I prehased and went ahead. Soon after T got np
my houzes and moved intoe them, there came a thunder storm
fsecompaniod with a very atrong wind that unroofed one of
them, notwithstending the roof was weighed down with very
heavy green oak logs. T apent tho first year mostly in build-
ing houses, furnaces and stables, and in digging & well. In
the month of Augnst I had the censne taken; there were sev-
snfr-four persona, men, women and children, white and black
my eompany numbering forty-thres of them. Col, Johmson
had four black men with him, one of whom was James P.
Beckwonrth, afterwards a moontaineer notoriety,®

& Mr. Beckwogtth wras boen in Fraderickiborg, Virginia, Apcil 28th, 1TER; and
when but seven or elgbt Feard of mge, his father remored to AMTiaecarrl, ond Sei-
tled 1o the forke of the Miclscippi and Misssurl Tivers, 12 miles helow St CRaHes.
‘Fpendlog hin encly yeirs 0o the faom, he was gf lenglh apprentlced to feaen the
trade of B Digcksmith, Hewverml yeace were devaked te tble emplorment, which am
e grew to years pf manboed, became Irksome to him, sod by eesolved to indulge
Timeetf in g prowl® wisll for travel and adventare. Hila fimst menlnce oag ba
i Colone]l Johvaon In hls eaipedliion np to Fever river, to make a treaty with
the fino and Fox Indlmos. to obialn thalr conaept toe workiog the laad mines, st
1hat tlmvg lp thelt posseEslon.  The expedition cooalsted of #lx of slpht Boite,
ronrering prebabiy alout vod bundosd mes, 59 Béckwourih estlmated some thicey
w0 tLree years afterwarde [ ihough the number was wecy kely cobshierably
lean, Heckwoulth togapsd B the capcIty of A ‘mmtr*r- 4} t e He ntates
that they bad & tedipos pashege of soma twenty days from ﬂula tn the place
Jf thelr fdestination—&Selena of the present daw, Ther rnund the Sae and Fox
Indlang En grost bumlers aweltng ithelr arrival and dlsembackmton, who were
already mcgualoked with the ol)ect of the £xpeditioe. They were al] armed, aod
pneaentﬁd 2 very formidable mppesrance, yet recelved Johneon End hla pETHY

Tﬁ?fe:wb ;_-lng d tlerlne. & treaty was sifacted with them, wigned oo the part
af the III|11B.I:I:I'1§? ﬁ.‘lauk Thonder, Tellow Bank and Keokuk—father b the ehief
ot thtt opmoe who fipured Eo the BlATk ITawk War ; #o0d, on the part of the Uniied
States, by Colontla Momgan and Johasea, Ps thla ronty, the Seed mines were

ther Arat gpeened for cirilzed soterprise Durlng the peellmitscion Bo the treaty,
ibera wos zremt difralty Im presecvizg pence, an the [ndlans were well armed,
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There were sbout five hundred Indians; their womern quite
industrions miners, but the men would not work. They would
form an inclined plame whera they wont desp. I eaw one
place where they dug forty-five feat deep. Their manner of
doing it was by drawing the mimeral dirt and ook in what
thay called a mocock, s kind of basket made of bireh barl, or
dry hide of buckskin, to which they atéached & rope made of
rawhide. Their tools were & hoe made for the Indian trade,
in axe, and @ crowbar, made of an old gun barrel flattensd at
the breach, which they used for removing the rock. Their
mode of blasting was rather tedions, to be sure; they got dry
wood, kindled a fire slong the rock g3 far as they wished to
break it.  After petting the mock hot, they poured cold water
vpon it which so eracked it that they could pry it up. At the
cld Buck Lead, they had removed many hundred tone of rook
in that manner, and had raised many thousand pounds of min.
eral or lead ora,

The Buck Lead was discoversd by an Indian whe was ealled
by that name, about onc and a half miles from Galena, and
kad been worked by Old Buck and his wife, and such of his
frienda a3 he ehose to invite to join him, for some fifteen years,
#s I was informed by the Indian traders, Old Buek was re-
puted to be the bast miner among the Indians. He had given
up bunting some twenty years before the whites took posses-
gion of the mines, and made hiz living by mining. Thera ware
many places where the Tndiang found and worked ont minerel,
but tha principal places were the Buck 2and Uave Ioads, the lat-
ter five milaa from “The Point™—oow Galena. Col. J. John-
gon purchased the right of working the Buck® and Cave leads

hnd the whites had to beep strleft guatd [ hot on the distrlbotion of the preyenig,
which rallowed the conelision of Che [reaty, cosdlating of sauks of whiskr. goow,
guwder, knivts, blankets, eic, there wan & yetiéml (lmoe of rejoicing | pow-wowe,
riokiug and danciog diverstded the time, and 4 few dghis were Indulged in, 2 &
el to tha sntertalnment.

f0 Colonel Johpoon kid party finighed thelr hoaloesez, Beckwoorth bid s
Tar Ingratinted bimwell (oto the graens of tha Todlans, that he remained and
hon in thelr soumtry for sighteen monthe and [sarmed muoeb of thalc Babite
and character. This wWas the commencement af hia eventful caret of frootler
1[fe¢ and Adwshinfe, Al ouulbhibest, acout And plonsct, and sblef of rthe Cmor
Indinawe, of which a meat loicreating yolome was published br the Harpers (o
1283, Ha mettled In “'Beckwourih Valler." Callforunle, o 1653, whers, we pre-
sume, ba la atlll [viog, as we bave not heard of bla death. [ 1:?

* Mu). Charles K. Leghin a plopser of 1536 states that Colotel Johnwon (rarmme
that 0ld Fuck would aell pat bis lead or diggitoge for 3304, gent Edward Deogph.
and, wilh gopds bo thak amwpunt, and couBuramated the purchase—which bas
Droved & verr vhlomble digglog, we 10 Sap been woorked cver glogs, Of Ofd Buck,
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of the Indians in 1822; and the following year, the Indizna
wers at work at different places on the sama ranga, The Tn-
disn women proved themselves to be the hest as well a3 the
shrewdast miners. While Col. Johnson's men were sinking
their holes or shefts, in some instances the squaws would drift
wnder them and tske out all the mineral or ore they aould find.
When the men got down into the drift made by the women,
the latter would have a hearty laugh at the white man’s ex-
penie.

This vear the Government had two officers of the Qrdoanes
Depsrtment stationed here as surveyors, Major Anderson and
Lisutenant Burdine.f There not being any agent sent by the
Government thiz year, the surveyors had nothing to do but est
and drink,

When T arrived, on the flret of June, on enfering Fever
river, I observed the atmosphers to be very chilly; it was oe-
casioned by tho immense piles of iee, left by the great freshet
in the month of March preceding. These piles of ice upm
tha bottom opposite the village were from fifteen to twenty feet
bigh. The men that were there told me that the water rose
fifteen foet in one hour! The iee being very thick and strong
in the short bend of the river, it would gorge up and stop the
water until it got high enongh to run over, and would very
aoon waeh the ice away.

Thers were many log furneeee that the smeliers had pre-
pared, that were lying npon the banks of the river, that were
swepi away, There was one large keel-boat that had grounded
and was frozen fast to the bottom. The ronning iee took away
all the toof and upper works. The river haz not broken up
a8 rapidly since, In the year 1886 or 1827 at the breeking up

the Winnehago mioer, ®¢ can add on the anthnrity of Mr, Qimalend, that he waa
a swariby, medium-eteed Jodimn, more Industrions than hila ﬁwplr.: geperally, and
b beeome oonulderably enlghtened, and tlked brozen Engllah pratiy well. The
Inet Mr. OJowiead heanl of BEm, be wed engaged with & balf-breed naned Tonms,
proeperting for lead on the Big Ma- m—kl:t-t{ in the Dulmqut reglen, Io 1830 ; and
EE B ood many ininerg dbcd of cholers at oAt perlosd, he rather thinka ﬂld Buck
was among the wctima. In C In

+Ma] Jaan Anderson, & petlve of Fermont, became & cadet En 1504, & aovond
Hegtenant 18 1807 ; firal [entenent ho 1812: eeptale apd hlcﬂ.l RTE DT,
wlth t“ﬁ:luk of muajur, fo 1813 : hraret lleatenane colomel 18.3 and dled 8¢
Delralt

Lignt. Clark Bnrdinl!.. a patlve of Ceorglh baama & endet tn TRIT) Aetlng
AsE1BtAMT professor of matbemmiles at Weond Polpt in 1E2-3D ;0 pecond Iient-mt
ol arlllery ju 1821, Bod reaipmed In 1820 LA .8
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of Fever river, the water was sight feet deep in the botiom at
Galena. What has ocenrred once may occur again.

There wae a great deal of sickness in the settlement this
year; various complaints, bilious fever, typhoid fever, and
fover and agne., Gen. Bimrall, of Kentucky, and Mr. Tut-
tle, from Green Bay, both died of typhoid fever.

An gecurrence ook place this season, criginating in s
drunken frolic, that placed us in a raiher dangerous situntion
with the Indisrs. Three men of my eompeny one Sunday went
t0 Col. Johnson's establishment, end got drunk, and in the
night went into an Indian lodge on their way home, and, foF
their improper conduet, the Indien took hie gun to drive them
away. The men snatched the gun from him, and broke it
over bis head and shonlders, and then bost biz aged fatber
shamefully. Their cries hrought a number of Indinns sufficient
to drive thom away, The men ceme home botween eloven
and twelve o'clock st might, swesring vengoance against the
Indiang; elamoring for arme smd ammunition to exterminets
the Indians, and swore that they would bave them. T had
provided = full supply of both srma and ammunition. The
gung were placed on a rack over my bhed, all well charged, and
my gun always standing at the heed of my bed, and a puiv of
pistols 1mder my pillow. I was ziek at the time. As they
camo inte the houge, I presented my gun at the leader of them,
and made them get into their beds. They were soon asleep. T
then cglled one of my interpreters (having employed two es le-
borers, ome 8 half-hreed TIndian, and the other a white men
named Curtiss), and gave him directions &0 prepure a boat and
provisions, and to take the three moen, who bad cauneed the dis-
turbapes, down to an island n the Missiesippi, and conceal
them until I had setiled the diffienlty with the Indians. About
one hour before deylight the roport was made that the Indians
were all quiet in their lodges. T started the men with the hali-
breed interpreter, who workod the canoe past the Indians with-
vut being disetvered.

Before the sun was up, I sent ihe other interpreter out to re-
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conhaitre; who returncd and reported, that the house was sur-
rounded, and that the Indians were detormined to have re-
venge by killing the white transgressars. I immediately sent
Clurtiss, the iuterpreter, to Cattue, the Indian chieof, to re-
quest him to come and see me, az I was sick and not able to
@b out; he came very promptly, and T infermed him that the
men who had doge the mischief were gone away, and would not
retorm, unless I eonld amicably arranpe the matter with the In-
jured persons. I alzo spoke of the honse being surrounded by
his people to revenge the injury. I proposed to hold a talk
with the injured parties, and to pay them some equivalent for
the damages done. He appeared well pleased with the propo-
gitlon that I made; and agid that he would use his infiusnce
in getting the diffienlty settled, and would return hefore the
san went down. Ho went around in the brush where the In-
dians ware concealed, apd indueed them to leave. My men
want to their work and were not disturbed.

It became necessary to send our only team out north of ths
Point, four or five miles; and as the driver vavally sinployed
was one of the men engaged in the row, and he being absent, an-
other man was eclected to take bis place; who went out, got
his icad, and when returning, about three miles from home, he
heard the Indians whoop, and in looking iv the direction of the
noiee, Baw & nwumber, a3 he supposod nbout fifty, approaching
im at & full Ton.  The driver took to his heels, left his feam,
and tan home. A more frightened person T never saw. Cur-
tiss, the interpreter, at ones said that some of the young Indi-
ans had dome it in sport, and to sec how fast e could run, and
proposed to go with him after the team, but the man eould not
be induced o attemnpt it. Curiiss went alone; he met the In-
dians, #ix or soven in mumber. He asked them why they had
driven the driver from the team. They answered that they
‘wanted to see hitn Tun, and as soon a3 the driver loft the tesm,
thoy stopped running, They said thet the man ran liko & fur-
key. e was so mtch alarmed that he did not stop to soe
whether they were etill following him or not.
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When the sun wes about one hour high in the evening, the
Indisns, 1o the number of about cne hundred and fifty, came
to my honse headed by their chief, Cative. I had prepared
flour, pork, tobseco, and a new gun, and some powder and
lead. When ali things were ready, I inquired of the men the
wxtent of their injuries. They stated their grievancea in a
simple manner, and ackmowledged that whisky had dome it.
I showed them what I was willing to give them to setils the
matter.  After a fow minutes’ comsideration, they proposed
that I should add a keg of whisky to what I had offered.
That T peremptorily refused. Whisky bad caused the diffi-
culty, and whisky should not add to the mischief already
done. When I stopped speaking, Cattue presented the pipe
of peacs to the elder Injured Indian, who lit it, ook a whiff,
gnq then presenicd it to me; and T having gmoked, presented
it to Cattue, and he to the young Jpdian, and from him it
passed arcund to all present, each meking cne draw of the
gsmoke. The next proceeding was, cach one offered his hend
to me for @ friendly shake. This being over, Cattue stated
that the hatchet was buricd, and eautioned all present against
diggmmg it np. e then proposed to me to give them a keg of
whisky to take over om the west side of the Mississippi river
to drink my healik, and he pledged bimself that nome of it
should he vsed until they got over the river. As he had
never told me an untruth, I told him that he shovwld have it
the next day. He alse promised me that my men might eome
beck in perfect safety. Accordingly, the following morning I
sent for the eomcesled men; they soon returmed, and the
Indians pever efterwards referred o the matter.

I might a8 well here give a deseription of the mede of amelt-
ing lead np to the year 1830 or 1831. The smelting wae done
in log and ash furnsees. The log furnace waa built upm a
bank or side hill 30 a3 to havo a-descent of forty-five degrees.
They were built on two or four eyes.  In the firat place there
wad a strong wall built parallel with the bank, connested with
wells at right angles, four feet apart. After the walls wers up,
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there was a bearth laid, made of one flag-stone having tha prop-

er inclination a0 that the lesd would flow down into the basin

in front of the furneea. The hearth being made, there were

side walls placed upon the hearth, nine inches high, and from

nina to twelve inches wide. As burnors for the logs, stoke-
holes were left in the front wall, ten inehea wide by twenty
inches high, Logs were cut of & proper lenpth, say three feet

" ten inches long, and from fourteen inches to two feet in diame

ter. ‘The large logs were firat rolled in upon the side walls, -
which raized them from the hearth to leave room for gir and
wood. After the logs were properly placed, the barking was

Aet; that i3, wood set upen the end around apainst the walls.

That being set, it was ready for the mineral. Egeh aye would

receive from thres to four thonsand pousds. The furnace be-

ing charged, s slow fire was kindled under the logs, and con-

tinued to hurn vntil it arcived at a dull red hest. The fire was
then drawn from below to give time for the sulphur fto pass

off. 'Tha snlphur, logs, and barking would keep up a moderate

combustion, which was left shout aix hours. It was then ready
to have & fire kindled again in the eyc under the logs. A
brisk fire being kept up, the lead would flow down into the

basin, which was kept hot by a fire upon it until the lezd wes
erst inta pigs.

The whole operation of charging and smelting oecupied
ahout twent¥-foar hours. The next process, when there waa
a sufficient quantity of ashes accumniated, was to wash them
clean from extrancons matter, that they eould be fused by a
higher degree of heat in 8 furnace called an ash furnace, The
ashes when clean were composed of small pieces of minoral,
and the grav exide of lead. The ash furnace wes likewiss
built npon the side of a hill, but entirely different in constrne-
tion from the log fornace.  Thern wore walla raised about three
feet high, and eighteen inchey epart, and five feet long for the
azh pit.  The original mode of making the grate was by laying
roeks transversely. The fireplace was constructed =0 thet the
blaze was thrown npon the basin. The hasin was consteetad
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in an ovel shape, aud so that it conld be tapped on both sides
of it, one side for the slag and the other for the lead and zane.
Zane wag 8 torm made usa of to desigmate lead that was not
deprived of its mineralizer, sulphur, which had to he passed
again through the log furnace; it was then, a fine lead. From
the basin there was a flne, somewhat funncl shaped, a6 an io-
elination of forty-five degrees, with a flat hearth, and at the top
was & plaee to put the sshes upon to be smelted, which waa
pushed into the flue as it melted off the bottom end ren down
into the basin,  The ash furnece was kept going day and night
until the bottoms of the flue and basin wers eut out by the
setion of the snlphurate of lead eombined with heat. When I
camg to the mines it was considered a good ash furnaes that
would run fifty thonsand pounds of Iead; but they wers sub-
sequently se mueh improved, that a hundrod and sisiy thou-
aa:n.d.pouuds voré Toade by one furnace befors it went into dis-
nee.
Thero was u great waste of lead made by both the log and
ash furnaces. They were said to have been introdnead by the
Spaniards, Secing the log furnace in use in 1822, T concluded
not to make vse of it, and aceordingly I bronght g man with
me to make brick; and I found some clay at Ilock Tsland that
T supposed would make a good article, I took some with me
to Cincinnati and tested it, and found it w0 be as pood as T
wentad. T sent and got a bost load. T had 60,000 briek put
m the kiln. A1l was very well done o far, but I soon found
that the man was a pood moulder, and set them in the kil
well; but when he came to burn them, he knew nothing abhout
that part of tho process, and spoiled tho most of them, T ae-
locted the best of thew, and proeseded to bwld a furnace on
the English plan of a enpola. My fire briek were good, but T
had not enough of the common briek to make it strong enongh
to regiat the prossore of the hoat. T learmed that T must creep
befora I could welk. I had always beforc done husiness whera
I could obtain anything I wanted by paying for it.  But here
I had to make everything with my own means. I according-
ly went to work and built a log furnace,
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During the latter part of this summer, & pariy of about
twenty Winnebago Indisns came in to trada their furs and
peltriea.  They wrrived in the afternoon and deposited. their
packs with Amos Farrar, their trader, Amongst the com-
pany was an Indian that had acquired the name of John, whe
could apesk English tolerably well. He had pot whisky
enough to make him very talkative, He ecgme to my houss
&nd tofd me that he was a brave man, that ba had %killed an
Indian of hiz own tribe two years before; thai Col. Morgan
bad kept him at the garrison for ome year, and that he bad
been out one year. He added that the friends of the deceaszed
wern cuwards, and that althongh be had been one year with
them, they had failed i taks vengrance upon him, according
to the Indian enstom. T enquired of him if any of the friends
of the decesed were in the company. He answered that there
were fonr or five, but they were cowerdy and dare mot attack
him. T urged him to etay all night, that it wea dark and that
they would kill him. T kept him until ten o’clock when he
went out, and was stabbed in the hesrt within en hour after
leaving, nz was judged by Mr. Furrar the next morning: who
related that &t sleven &elock on the pight previous, there was
& great commotion among the Indiens. Theose whe committed
the act wers in ao much of a hurry that they left the knifa
gticking in iheir vietim, and immediately disappeared. The
rest of the Indisns started away in the morning a3 soon 83
they could find their borses, By the time the aur was up
the Indians were all mone, excopt the mother of the murdered
ona. ol Jolnson end myaelf had a eoffin made, and had him
buried. The mother stayed for claven days, and built a fire at
the head of the grave about half an hour before the sun went
down, and monrned most bitterly till it was act.  Sha then loft
and did not retom,

The Winnebago Indizns were so mmeh afraid -that they
would be ppprehended by the whites, and punished for the
murder, that they felt it nneafe to come and trade, and steid
away for a long time, votil st length Farrse, their trader,
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gent for them, and then two or three only at firet eame in;
they being sssured that the whites would let them settle the
matter of John's murder in their own way, in a short time
after their return to their people, a very large trading party
ceme in,  Whenever the Winnebapoes eame in to trade, the
Saes and Fozes would leave and eross over the Misaissippi,
and remain until the Winnehagoes were zll gone. I charged
thern with being afreid of the Winnebagoes and running away.
It was to an Todian Chief, named Black Tobaceo,* that T made
the charge of cowardice. He said, neither be mer his tribe
were cowards, and if I Jdid not believe him, fo go and ask
Govermor Clark, at 5t. Louis, who had made him a chief for
hir bravery, and for his friendship to the Americans in tha War
of 1812, and that be had always boen the friend of the white
man from the time ba was old coeugh to judge of their npm-
bers; and, in their Indian councils, he had always, aven at the
rigk of his life, opposed those thet wore for war against the
Urpited Statos. He said that Black Hewk was 3 bed Indian,
and went yearly to pet presemts from the English at Drum-
mond’s Jsland. That the resson they went sway from the
‘Winpebapoes was, that they were fricnds, end thet it was bet-
ter to keep s0. That some of his young men were hot-headed,
and if the Winnebagoes gof some whisky, when they cama
to trade, quarrels might arise which would not be as easy to
gtop, as to avold them hy keeping out of their way.

Iic then said that T had charged him with being a coward,
and to prove that he was not, he proposed that he would him-
eelf stay and go emongst them every day while they remained,
to do their trading the next time the Winnebagoes came in for
that purpose.  Acoordingly when they made their next visif,
ha came end told me that he had sent all his peopls away a3
nsual and he was going to stay and eee how they did their
trading. The traders had urged him to go; he told them that
be wented to see how they traded with hin friends the Winnebe-

& Mock-to-tark-sa-gum, or Blagk Tobaned, elgoned the Prabrie du Chien ttealy
1520, L C D
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goes. He did not tell the traders why he remeined, nor did he
wish the Winnebagoes to know until after they had left. He
would come to ma two or thres times a day to eonvinee me
that ka was not afraid of them. Ho was not only a hrave Tn-
dien, but full of humer, and was always pleassd when he could
got tho laugh upon & white man or an Indian,

The Indisus generally were very fond of whisky, and ss
fruitful of their resources to prowira it as the white man. ®ne
of their modes was to promize to show, for a given number
of bottles of whisky, where mineral eould be found. By this
plan they procured a great deal.  Another mode was o offer
lewd womer to the whites for whisky, which too muny of the
young men sccepted to their sorrow.

Toward the elosa of the year, Col. Johnson finding that he
could oot make business profiteble, coneluded to elase up his
businoss and quit the country and advised ma to do so too, T
had spent the greater part of dhe scason in preparing for busi-
pess, and being fully aatisfied of the fertility of the scil, and
its vast mineral resouress, I eoncluded to go on with what I
had hardly mede a Leginning. Clol. Johnson smelted this
yoar, sbout sixty thousand pounds of lead: I smelted sbout
one hundred and seventy thounsand pounds; Theos. H. Janu-
ary about forty-five thousand; Bates and Barrel zhout fifty
thonsand ; and Dsvid (3. Bates and A, P. Vammatre, on an
itlend in the 3Miseissippi, opposits Dubngue, of mineral and
ashes purchkased of the Indians one huundred thousand poinds
—making the total product of lead shipped for the year 1883,
four hundred and twenty-five thousand pounda,

During the winter of 182324, T think, early in the month
of January, the first marriage contrset wes consummated by
white persons, both in my ewployment. There being ne one
authorized by law to perform the marriage cersmony, I recom-
mended a marriage contract to be drawn wp, signed by the
contrseting pariies, binding them to each other, gleo binding
them to have the ceremony performed as soon as fhey shonld
arrive where it could ba legally done. The name of the
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Foung man weas William Hynes and that of the young woman
Maris BEutherford. Some time during the winter, A. P. Van-
metra receivad a commission as justice of the pease, from
Governor Cass. The young couple went to him, and had
Bim perform the marriage ceremony. The following spring
they went down to Clarkoville, Missonri, snd there had the
ecremony performed by n clergyman ss they informed me
afteiwards

f1 the month of January, 1824, David G. Bates and
mreelt sot off together, he for Missouri, and I for Cineinnafi,
Chio, for my family and another year's mupply of geods and
provisions. Wa atarted with jumpers on tha ice and after
procecding gbouf twenty-fiva miles, we found it unssfe to con-
tinue on the river, end went vpon the land; abandening cur
jumpers, we saddled cur horses, and traveled by land to Roek
Island, We got into thd old Indian villags at nine o'clock at
night. The wind blowing fresh we conld not be heard st the
fort. W built & fire In one of the Ipdien houses, at the
expense of snother house. The light of the fire was seen at
the fort, but they supposed some Indians had come in, Early
in the morning s Voat was scot for ws in time to give us a
good warm breakfast.

The river being opened, we left onr horses, and parchased a
canos, in which we proceeded down the river to White's, in
Missouri, twenty-fivo milea below Fort Edwards. The weather
changing very cold in the afternoon, by the next morning tha
river was frozen hard enough for a horse to travel vpon it. T
purchased a horsa and started for St. Louis. For three dayé
the weather was so gold thet I eonld not ride longor than fwen-
t¥ or thirty minutes before T had to pet off and run, in order
to keop from freezing. On arriving at St Charles, on the Mis-
sonri river, I was agein detained by the runming ice in the
etreanl. I spent my time very pleasantly. The Legislature
being in scesion, there was assembled all the variety of person-
ages usnslly found in a body of that kind in & frontler State,
goma men of the most brilliant talent, prading thenes all the
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way down to zero. Gov. MeNair wes a fine specimen of g
western hunter.

After severel days detention T was ferried over the Missouri,
and artived at St. Louis, where I found the Missiseippi ronoing
go fuil of fso that neither the mails nor travelers could get
over, and many persons arriving daily upon asch pide of the
river.  The ice began to slacken some.  Wiggin, the cwner
of the horse-boat, agreed to try erossing if eight humdred dol-
lars should be made up for him for the round trip, by peraoms
on both sidas of the river. It was very soon raised, and we
got over, but not without mueh peril 4o the boat and pessen-
gers.  Before we Janded on the Illinois side there was but one
buckat left on the paddle-wheel, and that was stopped by &
cake of fec. When within two rads of the shore, the hoat was
drifted rapidly down stream npon & snag or large tree, with coe
end imbedded in the mud, and the sther end projecting above
the water and floating iee; twonty feet more and ul]l would
have bren lost. The iee was cleared from the wheel, and the
eight horses ut {o theit utmost speed, and the hoat went shead
snd was landed safely, with about two hundred passengers and
about forty horses. It ia asromishing how many peopls there
ars in times of danger that give up in doapair. There were
many that eonld do nothing but monrn their untimealy fata as
they imsagined and made offers of money, from ope doller to
fivc hundred, to be put on the shore safely. But the instant
tha boat landed, those that were most frightened were the first
to Jeave her, without stopping to make the least acknowledg-
ment of thanks and gratitude to those who had exerted them-
selved to extricate the boat from the floating ice. Mr Wiggin,
the owner of the bout, wes on board, and made wse of every
exeTtion that was possible for B man to make €0 save the boat,
snd when we landed, ke generouely called upon ail of us whe
had assisted him in working the boat, offering to refund the
money we had paid him; but all were zatisfied with him, and
with themselves, that they had pot over safely, and that we had
only dema our duty, and further that we did not wish him te
Fay us for it
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I proceeded on to Cineinnati, whera I arrived in good time,
in the latter part of February. I got my huoeiness done, and
was ready to leavy again for the mines by the eighth of Apnl
I left Cincinnati on board & flat-bost, and rar over the Falls at
Lonisville to Shipping I'ort, and there put my goods and peo-
Ple on board a steamboat for Bt. Lonis. Our company waa
eomposed of myself and family, James Smith and family, and
the family of James Harris, who went with me the year be-
fore, and in whosa hands I placed my businesz during my ab-
senco from the mines. At St Louis my keel-boat was in writ-
ing had been sour flour and condemned army pork, which pro-
the mines with a load of lead. As soom as my boat was
Inaded, we started for the mines, where we arrived in aa good
time as was usnal with keel-boats, traveling with the faces of
the men working the boat, towerds the port we hed left. On
arriving, I found the people that had romeined, with the excep-
tion of A, Farrar,* the Indian trader, and my company, had
suffered severely for the want of good provisioms. Their liv-
ing had been sour four and eondemned army pork, which pro-
duced a nuinber of cases of menrvy, and some of them guite
severe: two of them had lost the use of their legs, I
dirented their limbs to be buried in the ground six hours a day
for three days, with the use of vegetable aid externaliy. They
recovared immediately.

The buainess of mining and smelting went on abont as last
aeazon, antil the fall of the year, when John Bonper went
out where Hazel Areen now is, in searck of old Indien dig-
gings. He found a place that eunited him, and commenced
sinking g ahaft by himself, At four and a half fect he found
block mineral extending over all the bottom of his hole, He
went to work and cut out staps on {he eide of the bole, i~ ba
ready for the mext day’s operation. Aceordingly the next
morning he pommenced operations, The xesult of his day's
work was seventeen thousand pounds of mineral upon the bank
at nipht. This, I do not think, has been equaled sines by

* Amoe Farrar, says Mr. Cmated, seitled permanently st Galenn, dled Phecs,
wod has dencendanty atill eesiding af thet place, L. O D
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one man. Heg went on working until he raized about one hun-
dred thousand pounds, and then sbandoned it, thinking that
he had got all the mineral that was there, the opening heing
closad wp. The following year T laid & Government survey to
include the ssme diggings, and boilt the first czbin or log
house that was built north of tbe old Cave Diggings. From
Bonner's discovery I raised over one hundred and fifty thon-
pand pounds. My men made several other discoveries of min-
eral, all of which were worked down to the water level.

Mr, Jefferson Crawiord, after T bad sbandomed the sur-
vey, scttled upon it, and has realized a handsome fortune from
it. John Edwards has also reslized ¢onsiderable wealth from
n part of the old survey, and from the land adjoining it on the
weat. Mr. Crawford has, with considerable zeal, expended
& larpe amount in erecting pumps to free the mines from water.
Firat be put on 2 pump which he worked with oxen upom an
nclined plane, Since he hps put np 8 water wheel which ia
vorked by the water, raised by the oxen running on a wheet
thirty feet in diametcr. Last year, 1556, be put up a water
wheel fifty feot in diameter, on which he tekee water raised by
the other punmps, with the addition of that obtained from a
branch of weter, thus obtaining an immense power for work-
ing his pumps, which are worked by long wooden rods. He
deserves & great desl of mineral, and I am of the opinion that
he will be well paid for his entarprise iv pushing it forward;
for I think tha best deposite of mineral have not yet been
reached,

The same year, 1524, that the Hazel Green minea were dia-
worered, Duke 1. Bmith, George Fergusen, and five or six
others, sterted out prospecting, and found the New Diggings,
which have produced immense quantities of minersl. Tn the
Bpring of 1824, T went to New Diggings for the first fime,
Fergnsen’s Digeings were then very good; be had gome down
to the water, John and Cuyler Armstrong had struck &
sheat of minera! immediately south, snd higher up the hill
than Ferguaon’s, which they wanfed to sall to me for threa
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huondred dollars. I went to Ferguson to learn whether or
ot he would join me in running a level from ths main braneh,
which I estimsted would lower the water ong hundred and
fifty feet. The level would necesearily run through his Iot;
but he would not do anything, nor wrould he eeli his lot. I
then got the Armetrongy to give me the refusal for two weeks,
as I was expeoting a man to return from the Siete of Dela-
ware, that had gone home on a visit. He did not retum in
time, and I was obliged to abandon the project, mot being
abla to get a man to take chargs of it that was temperate.
There have been many madllions of pounds of mineral taken
from that lot.

The Fergueen lot has proved to be Immensely rich, and
naither of them are yef worked out; and I am of the opinion
that tbe richest of the mines are yet to he worked by machinery,
and by companies judicioualy meneged. Stesm at present is
too expensive, on seeount of the searcity of fuel, and will eon-
tinne to be 20 until coal can be obtainad at & ressonabla rate.
With the eompetition of railroads in this guarter, together with
the eid of the river navigation, and when the demand is suf-
fielont t0 open § regular trade, we may expoct an abundance
of eoal, end at a reasonable rate tos, from the conl fields of
Ilnoeis. T look forward to the time when the mines will ba
wortked upon & gystematic prineiple, and that the sapply of
lead will be gqual to the inereasing demands. There is an-
other wineral staple in cur miaing regien whish iz inexhanst-
ible, namely zine ore. Diry bone and black jeck, which at
present are thrown zway £s worthlesz by the miners, will in
times not far diztant, be gathered and weshed from impurity,
and worked into plate zine gnd zine white. Tha lack of fnel
in the only obstacle to its present accomplishment,

There was but a slight inerease of emigration during the
year 15824 1o the mines, and not much of an increase in 1825,

In the full of 1824, T wrote to Col. Bomford, recommend-
ing a chamnge in the syatem of working the mines, by werking
men, and the Government to give license to amclters who
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would be liakle for the ten per cemt of the lead required by
the Govornment. Accordingly, at the close of April, 1824,
Lieut. Martin Thomas®* srrived gs Superintendent of tha
inines claimed by the 1. 8. Government in Missouri, and also
of the Ypper Mississippi lead mines, by which they weta then
known. Mr. Thomas paid that be was referred to me for in-
formation as to the working of tha mines, and that [hers, un-
fortunately, the maouseript abruptly terminatea].

“ Livut. Thomae, 8 natlte of Penoarlranla, eotered the ar 28 BO enalqin [
1814, and way wounded In the affeir &t Lyomwa Creek, Upper (anade, et Tidh,
lo that rest: eod wie dlamiseed from bhe etrvice 1o THIL, oerer hwrlnﬁ -gu!!,m

a higher rank than fivst flentehant, L)
T Lhe hobt¢ on po 271, wa erred Io saylor that Dr. MHeeker studied anpd com-

manced the prctice of oedieioe [0 Wew Jeracr ) be did oot study medicioe L
he bad metiled i Wisconeln, sboat 1820, He was d tative of Sewark, N. 1. AL
o4 petlod, be reglded several years Im Minersl Point L.



