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CHAPITRE II, 

DE L*ESTAT GENERAL DE LA MISSION, 

I E puis dire que iamais ce pays n'a efte plus auant 
dans l'afflic5lion, que nous Ty voyons mainte-
nant, & que iamais la Foy n*y a paru auec plus 

d'auantage. Les Hiroquois ennemis de ces peuples 
continuent auec eux vne guerre fanglante, qui va 
exterminant nos bourgades frontieres, & qui fait 
craindre aux autres vn femblable mal-beur: & Dieu 
en mefme temps va peuplant d'excellens Cbreftiens 
ces pauures Nations defol6es, & fe plaift k y eflablir 
fon faint Nom au milieu de leurs ruines. 

Depuis noftre derniere Relation nous auons baptiz6 
pres de treize cens perfonnes: mais ce qui nous 
confole le plus eft de voir la ferueur de ces bons 
Neopbytes, & vn efprit de Foy en eux, qui n'a rien de 
[i i] la barbarie, & qui nous fait benir les mifericordes 
de Dieu, qui fe vont refpandant de iour en iour fi. 
ricbemet iufqu'aux derniers confins de ce nouueau 
monde. 

L'Efl6 dernier fe palla quafi entier dans les atten-
tes & les alarmes d Vne arm6e ennemie des Hiroquois 
nos voilins, qui fut la caufe que les Hurons ne defcen-
dirent point k Quebec, effcans demeurez pour defendre 
leur pays menac6; & craignans auffi d'autre part vne 
autre arm^e des Hiroquois Annieronnons, qui les 
attendoient au paffage, s'ils euffent defcendu la 
JR-iuiere. Ainfl nous ne receufmes Tan paiI6 aucun 
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CHAPTER II. 

OF THE GENERAL STATE OF THE MISSION. 

1 MAY say tbat this country bas never been in such 
deep affliction as we see it now, and tbat never 
bas tbe Faitb appeared to greater advantage. 

Tbe Hiroquois, tbe enemies of tbese people, continue 
to wage a bloody war against tbem tbat destroys 
our frontier villages and causes tbe others to dread a 
similar misfortune. At tbe same time, God peoples 
these poor desolate Tribes with excellent Christians; 
and he is pleased to establish his holy Name in the 
midst of their ruins. 

Since our last Relation, we have baptized nearly 
thirteen hundred persons; but what consoles us the 
most is to see the fervor of these good Neophytes, 
and a spirit of Faith in them that savors naught of 
[ i i ] barbarism, and causes us to bless God*s mercies-
which spread so abundantly, from day to day, to the 
outer confines of this new world. 

Almost the whole of last Summer was passed in 
expectations and alarms of a hostile army of the 
Hiroquois, our neighbors; that was the reason why 
the Hurons did not go down to Quebec, but remained 
to defend their threatened country. They also feared 
another army of the Annieronnon Hiroquois, who 
lay in ambush for them on the way, had they gone 
down tbe River. Thus we received last year no 
assistance, and not even a letter, from Quebec or 
from France. Nevertheless, God has supported us; 
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fecours, & non pas mefme aucune lettre de Quebec, 
ny de France. Mais nonobftant Dieu nous a foufle-
nu, ayant efl6 luy feul noftre Pere & noftre Pour-
uoyeur, noftre defenfe, noftre ioye, noftre confola-
tion, noftre tout; chofe aucune ne nous ayant 
manqu6, auffi peu qu'aux Apoftres, lors que Noftre 
Seigneur les enuoya quail tons nuds ^ la conquefte 
des Ames. 

Nos Miffions ont eft6 \ Tordinaire; & de plus nous 
en auons entrepris de nouuelles, non feulement 
parmy les Hurons, naais auffi parmy les Algonquins: 
Dieu [12] donnant ^ nos Peres du courage au dellus 
de leurs forces, vn homme faifant luy feul ce qui 
euft donn6 vn employ raif onnable \ pluCeurs. 

Mais apres touty Me/Sis multa, operarij vero pauci, 
le veux dire que quoy que nous foyons en vn pays 
.abandonn6, oil la Pauuret6 eft noftre appennage, & 
oil nous ne viuons que des aumofnes, qui venant de 
quinze cens lieues, doiuent paffer & la mer, & la rage 
des Hiroquois auant que nous puiffions en joliir; Ce 
n'eft pas toutefois ce fecours temporel qui nous 
preffe, ny celuy que nous demandons auec plus d*in-
ftance: Ce font des Miffionnaires def quels nous auons 
grand befoin, ce font 1^ les threfors que nous defirons 
de la France. I*aduoiie que pour venir icy, apres 
auoir trauerf6 T Ocean, il faut fentir de pres la fum6e 
des cabanes Hiroquoifes, & peut-eftre y eftre brufl6 
^ petit feu: mais quoy qui nous puiffe arriuer, ie fgay 
Men que le coeur de ceux que Dieu y aura appell6, y 
trouuera fon Paradis, & que leur charit6 ne pourra 
pas s'efteindre ny dans les eaux, ny dans les flammes, 

Nos Hurons font bien auant dans vn [13] pourpar­
ler de Paix, auec TOnnontaeronnon fc*eft vne des 
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he alone has been our Father and our Provider, our 
defense, our joy, our consolation, our all. Not a 
single thing has failed us, any more than to the 
Apostles, when Our Lord sent them out, almost 
entirely destitute, to the conquest of Souls. 

Our Missions have gone on as usual, and we have 
also undertaken new ones, not only among the 
Hurons, but also among tbe Algonquins, God [12] 
has given our Fathers courage beyond their strength, 
so that one man accomplished alone what would have 
given occupation to several. 

But after all, Messis multa, operarii vero pauci, I 
mean to say that, although we are in a forsaken coun­
try,—where Poverty is our appanage, and where we 
live only on alms coming a distance of fifteen 
hundred leagues, that have to pass over the sea, and 
through the fury of tbe Hiroquois, before we can 
enjoy them,—nevertheless it is not that temporal 
assistance that we require the most, or that we ask 
for most urgently. Missionaries are what we greatly 
need; those are the treasures that we desire to obtain 
from France. I admit that on the way here, after 
crossing the Ocean, one must smell the smoke of the 
Hiroquois cabins quite close, and perhaps even be 
burned there at a slow fire; but, whatever may hap­
pen to us, I know well that the hearts of those whom 
God shall call here will find their Paradise, and that 
their charity cannot be extinguished either in the 
waters or in the flames. 

Our Hurons have made considerable advance in 
[13] negotiations for Peace with the Onnontaeronnons 
(that is one of the five Hiroquois nations that hitherto 
has most harassed this country), and there is some 
hope that two others of the hostile Nations will enter 
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cinq nations Hiroquoifes, qui cy-deuant a toufiours 
plus vex6 ce paysj & il y a quelque efperance que 
deux autres des Nations ennemies entreront dans le 
mefme trait6: les ambafiades font reciproques de part 
& d* autre. Si cette affaire reuffit, il ne leur reftera 
plus fur les bras que le Sonnontoueronnon, le plus 
procbe ennemy que nous ayons, & les Hiroquois Anni­
eronnons, plus voifins de Quebec, aufquels on feroit 
bonne guerre, nos armes n'eftant plus diuerties 
ailleurs. 

De plus nos Hurons ont enuoy6 vn ambaffade aux 
AndaftoSronnons, peuples de la Nouuelle Suede, 
leurs anciens alliez, pour les foUiciter ^ leur moyen-
ner vne Paix entiere, ou &. reprendre la guerre qu*ils 
auoient il n 'y a que fort peu d'ann^es, auec les Hiro­
quois Annieronnons. On en efpere vn grand fecours, 
& vn grand foulagement pour ce pays. Mais apres 
tout, nos efperances font en Dieu; car la perfidie de 
ces peuples ne permet pas que nous nous appuyos 
aucunement fur leurs paroles, & nous fait craindre 
vn auffi grand mal-heur au milieu de ces [14] traitez 
de paix, que dans le plus fort de la guerre. 
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into the same treaty,— embassies are being sent on 
both sides. If this affair be successful, they will have 
to contend only with the Sonnontoueronnons, the 
nearest enemy that we have, and the Annieronnon 
Hiroquois, who are nearer to Quebec,— against whom 
we could war with advantage, for our arms would 
not be diverted elsewhere. 

Moreover, our Hurons have sent an embassy to the 
Andastoeronnons, peoples of New Sweden, their 
former allies, to solicit them to enter into a full Peace 
with them, or to resume the war that they waged 
but a few years ago against the Annieronnon Hiro­
quois. Considerable assistance is expected from this,, 
as well as a great relief for this country. But, after 
all, our hopes rest in God; for the treachery of those 
peoples does not allow us to rely in any way upon 
their words, and makes us dread as great a misfortune 
during those [14] treaties of peace as in the midst of 
war. 
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CHAPITRE VII. 

LA PAUURETE & LES RICHESSES DU PAYS. 

I AMAIS il n'y eut plus de Caftors dans nos lacs, & 
dans nos riuieres; mais iamais il ne s'en eft 
moins veu dans les magalins du pays, Auant 

la defolation des Hurons, les cent canots venoient en 
traite, tous chargez de Caftor. Les Algonquins en 
apportoient de tons coftez, & chaque ann^e, on en 
auoit pour deux cens & pour [147] trois cens mil 
liures. C'eftoit-1^ vn beau reuenu, dequoy contenter 
tout le monde, & dequoy fupporter les grandes 
charges du pays. 

La guerre des Iroquois a fait tarir toutes ces 
fources. Les Caftors demeurans en paix, & dans le 
lieu de leur repos, Les flottes de Hurons ne defcen-
dent plus k la traite. Les Algonquins font depeu-
plez: & les Nations plus efloign^es, fe retirent encore 
plus loin, craignans le feu des Iroquois. Le magafin 
de Montreal, n'a pas achept6 des Sauuages vn feul 
Caftor, depuis vn an. Aux Trois Riuieres, le peu 
qui s'y eft veu, a eft6 employ^ pour fortifier la place, 
oil on attendoit Tennemy. Dans le magasin de Que­
bec, ce n'eft que pauuret6; & ainfi tout le monde a 
fujet d'eftre m6content, n*y [148] ayant pas de quoy 
fournir, au payement de ceux, k qui il eft deu: & 
mefme n*y ayant pas de quoy fupporter vne partie 
des charges du pays, les plus indifpenfables. 

Les riuieres les plus profondes, & les plus riches 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THE POVERTY AND THE RICHES OF THE COUNTRY. 

N EVER were there more Beavers in our lakes 
and rivers, but never have there been fewer 
seen in the warehouses of the country. Be­

fore the devastation of the Hurons, a hundred canoes 
used to come to trade, all laden with Beaver-skins; 
the 'Algonquins brought them from all directions; 
and each year we had two or [147] three hundred 
thousand livres' worth. That was a fine revenue 
with which to satisfy all the people, and defray the 
heavy expenses of the country. 

The Iroquois war dried up all these"springs. T h e 
Beavers are left in peace and in the place of their 
repose; the Huron fleets no longer come down to 
Irade; the Algonquins are depopulated; and the 
more distant Nations are withdrawing still farther, 
fearing tbe fire of the Iroquois. For a year, the 
warehouse qf Montreal has not bought a s ingle 
Beaver-skin from the Savages. At Three Rivers , 
the little revenue that has accrued has been used to 
fortify the place, the enemy being expected there . 
In the Quebec warehouse there is nothing but pov­
erty; and so every one has cause to be dissatisfied, 
there [148] being no means to supply payment to 
those to whom it is due, or even to defray a par t of 
the most necessary expenses of the country. 

The deepest and most abundant rivers of the earth 
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de la terre, feroient bien-toft S, fee, fi leurs eaux s'ef-
coulans dans la Mer, les fources n*en fourniffoient 
plus de nouuelles. Les Villes, & les Prouinces plus 
proches de la Mer, qui en auroient eft6 autrefois les 
plus richement arrouf^es, auroient tort de f e plaindre, 
des Prouinces plus voifines des fources, comme fi elles 
retenoient toutes les eaux pour elles, &les enuoyoient 
au public. 

Ce font les Iroquois, dont il fe faut plaindre: car 
ce font eux, qui ont arrefte les eaux dedans leurs 
fources. Ie veux dire, que ce font eux qui empef-
chent tout le commerce [149] des Caftors, qui ont 
toujours eft6 les grandes richeffes de ce pays. 

Mais maintenant, fi Dieu benit nos efperances, de 
la paix auec les Iroquois, on fera bonne guerre aux 
Caftors, & ils trouueront le chemin des magafins de 
Montreal, des Trois Riuieres, & de Quebec, qu'ils 
ont oubli6 depuis ces dernieres ann6es. Les Nations 
fuperieures defcendront auec ioye, & apporteront les 
Caftors, dont ils ont fait amas depuis trois ans. 

Ce Printemps, trois canots arriuerent aux Trois 
Riuieres, de I'ancien pays des Hurons, ou plutoft du 
profond des terres, les plus cach6es de ces coftez-lk: 
oil diuerfes families fe font retirees hors le commerce 
de tout le refte des hommes, crainte que les Iroquois 
[150] ne les y allaffent trouuer. 

Ces trois canots, conduits par vn Sauuage Chre-
ftien, eftoient de quatre Nations differentes, qui nous 
ont apport6 d'excellentes nouuelles. S^auoir, qu'ils 
s'affemblent, en vn tres-beau pays, enuiron ^ cent 
cinquante lieues, plus loin que les Hurons, tirans 
vers 1'Occident, au nombre de deux mille hommes. 
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would soon be dry if, when their waters ran into the 
Sea, the springs ceased to furnish fresh supplies. 
The Cities and Provinces nearer the Sea, and for­
merly the most abundantly watered by it, would be 
wrong to complain of the Provinces nearer the water-
sources, as if they retained all the water for them­
selves and sent it out to the public. 

It is the Iroquois of whom complaint must be 
made, for it is they who have stopped the water at 
its fountainhead. I mean, it is they that are 
preventing all the trade [149] in Beaver-skins, which 
have always been the chief wealth of this country. 

But now, if God bless our hopes of peace with the 
Iroquois, a fine war will be made on the Beavers, and 
they will find the road to the warehouses of Mont­
real, Three Rivers, and Quebec, which they have 
forgotten during these later years. The upper 
Nations will come down with joy, and will bring 
the Beaver-skins which they have been amassing for 
the past three years. 

This Spring, three canoes arrived at Three Rivers 
from the former country of the Hurons,—-or, rather, 
from the depths of the most hidden recesses of those 
regions, whither several families have withdrawn, 
out of all communication with the rest of mankind, 
for fear lest the Iroquois [150] might go and find 
them there. 

These three canoes, led by a Christian Savage, 
contained people from four different Nations, who 
brought us excellent news. This was, tbat they were 
gathering together, to the number of two thousand 
men, in a very fine country about a hundred and 
fifty leagues farther away than the Hurons, toward 
the West; and that they were to come the next 
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& qu'ils doiuent venir de compagnie le Printemps 
prochain, apporter grand nombre de Caftor, pour 
faire leur trafic ordinaire, & pour fe fournir de poudre 
& de plomb, & d'armes &- feu; afin de fe rendre plus 
redoutables aux ennemis. 

De plus, toute noftre ieuneffe Fran9oife, eft en 
deffein d'aller en traite, trouuer les Nations difper-
f6es, 5^ «& Ik, & ils efperent d*en reuenir chargez, 
des Caftors de [151] plufieurs ann^es. 

En vn mot, le pays n*eft pas depeupl6 de Caftors, 
& ce font fes mines d'or, & fes richeffes; qu'il n'y a 
qu'k puifer dans les lacs, & dans les ruiffeaux: oil il 
y en a d'autant plus, qu'on en a moins pris ces der­
nieres ann^es, craignant de s'^carter, «& d'eftre pris 
des Iroquois, Ces animaux d'ailleurs fe multiplians 
en grande abondance. 

Pour ce qui eft de la fertilite des terres, elles font 
icy de bon rapport. Les grains Frangois y viennent 
heureufement: & nous pouuons en cela, nous paffer 
des fecours de la Frace, quelque nombre que nous 
foyons icy. Plus qu*il y aura d'habitans, plus ferons-
nous dans Tabondance. 

Le beftail, & les lards, font vne douceur au pays, 
qu'autrefois on [152] n*ofoit efperer. Le gibier y 
foifonne; & la chaffe des Orignaux, n*eft pas pour y 
manquer. 

Mais Tanguille y eft vne manne, qui furpafie tout 
ce qu*on en pent croire, L*experience & Tinduftrie 
nous y a rendus fi fgauans, qu'en vne feule nuit, vn 
ou deux hommes, en prendront des cinq, & fix mil-
liers: & cette pefche dure deux mois entiers; dont 
on fait prouifion abondamment pour toute Tannde: 
car Tanguille eft icy d'vne excellente garde, foit 
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Spring in company, to bring a large number of 
Beaver-skins, for tbe purpose of doing their ordinary 
trading and furnishing themselves with powder, lead, 
and firearms, in order to render themselves more 
formidable to the enemy. 

Moreover, all our young Frenchmen are planning 
to go on a trading expedition, to find the Nations 
that are scattered here and there; and they hope to 
come back laden with the Beaver-skins of [151] 
several years' accumulation. 

In a word, the country is not stripped of Beavers; 
they form its gold-mines and its wealth, which have 
only to be drawn upon in the lakes and streams,— 
where the supply is great in proportion to the small-
ness of the draught upon it during these latter years, 
due to the fear of being dispersed or captured by the 
Iroquois. These animals, moreover, are extremely 
prolific. 

Concerning the fertility of the soil, it is here very 
productive. The French grains yield excellent 
crops, and in that respect we can do without aid from 
France, however numerous we may be here. The 
more settlers there shall be, the greater plenty shall 
we enjoy. 

Beef and bacon are here delicacies, which formerly 
we [152] did not dare to hope for. Game is abun­
dant, and there is no lack of Moose-hunting. 

But the eel constitutes a manna exceeding all 
belief. Experience and ingenuity have rendered us 
so expert in catching them that one or two men will 
take five or six thousand in a single night; and this 
fishing lasts for two whole months, in which an 
ample provision of them is made for the whole year; 
for the eels here have excellent qualities for keeping, 
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feeble au feu, foit fal^e: & elles font beaucoup 
meilleures, que toutes les anguilles de la France. 

La pef che du Saumon, & de TEfturgeon, y eft tres-
abondante en fa faifon. Et k vray dire, c'eft icy, le 
Royaume des eaux & des poiffons. 

Le pays eft tres-fain, on y voit [153] fort peu de 
maladies. Les enfans y font & tres-beaux, & tres 
iaciles i eleuer. C'eft vne benedidtion particuliere. 



1653] RELA TION OF 1652-53 217 

whether dried by fire or salted, and are much better 
than any eels in France. 

Salmon and Sturgeon are very plentiful in their sea­
sons ; to tell the truth, this country is the Kingdom 
of water and of fish. 

The country is very healthful, [153] remarkably 
few diseases being seen here; and children are 
very comely and easy to rear. That is an especial 
blessing. 
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CHAP[I]TRE III. 

DE L ' E S T A T D U P A I S DES ALGONQUINS, & DE QUELQUES 

NOUUELLES DECOUUERTES. 

IE ne puis exprimer plus nettement Teftat des 
Nations de la langue Algonkine, que par le [41] 
fimple narre des connoiffances qu'en a eu vn de 

nos Peres, qui a eft6 cette ann6e dans le Saguenay 
Riuiere de Tadouffac, felon les rencontres que la 
Prouidence luy k prefent6es en ce voiage. 

Comme ces Nations font infiniment eftendues dans 
cinq ou fix cent lieues de forefts qui regardent le 
Septentrion, il les diftingue en trois; en celles qui 
tirent vers 1'Orient, celles qui habitent les parties les 
plus recuses du Couchant, & celles du Nord qui font 
entre les vnes & les autres. II ne dit rien de celles 
du Leuant, qui n'ait efte couche dans les Relations 
precedentes; voicy comme il parle des deux autres, 

Le trenti6me luillet de Tannic mil fix cent foixante 
eftant mont6 dans le Saguen6 k trente-deux lieues 
de Tadouffac, i'y trouuai [42] quatre-vingts Sauuages, 
& parmi eux vn nomm6 Ai^atanik, homme confide-
rable pour la quality qu'il porte de Capitaine, & bien 
plus pour auoir receu le faint Baptefme, il y a dix 
ans, dans le pais des Nipifiriniens. II femble que 
le glorieux Archange dont il porte le nom, a pris 
plaifir de conduire cet homme comme par la main, & 
nous I'amener ici, pour nous d6couurir le chemin 
qui nous pent conduire iufques ^ la mer du Nord, 
oil diuerfes Nations Algonquin es fe font confin^es, 
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CHAPTER HI. 

OF THE CONDITION OF THE ALGONQUIN COUNTRY, AND 

OF SOME NEW DISCOVERIES. 

I CANNOT more clearly describe the condition of 
the Nations of the Algonkin tongue than by 
giving the [41] simple account of what one of 

our Fathers has learned about them,— who has been, 
this year, on the Saguenay River of Tadoussac,—^as 
Providence gave him opportunities for this during 
that journey. 

As those Nations are very widely extended over 
five or six hundred leagues of forest, facing toward 
the North, he divides them into three groups,—those 
extending toward the East, those dwelling in the 
uttermost parts of the West, and those of the North, 
lying between the two others. Of those of the East 
he says nothing that has not been given in the 
preceding Relations; of the two other groups he 
speaks as follows. 

' ' On the thirtieth of July of the year one thousand 
six hundred and sixty, ascending the Saguen6 to 
the distance of thirty-two leagues from Tadoussac, I 
encountered [42] eig}ity Savages; and among them 
was one named Awatanik, a man of importance 
because he was a Captain in rank, and much more so 
because he had received holy Baptism ten years 
before in the country of the Nipisiriniens. The 
glorious Archangel, whose name he bears, seems to 
have taken pleasure in leading this man, as if by the 
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fuiant riroquois, qui nous empefche auffi de les aller 
chercher par le chemin ordinaire de la grande 
Riuiere. Ie rapporte les diuerfes routes, & quelques 
incidens de fon voiage. 

11 partit au mois de luin de I'ann^e mil fix cent 
cinquante-huit, [43] du lac des Oiiinipegouek, qui 
n'eft proprement qu'vne grande baye de celuy des 
Hurons; d'autres I'appellent le lac des puans, non 
qu'il foit fale comme I'eau de la Mer, que les Sau­
uages appellent Oiiinipeg, c'eft k dire eau puante: 
mais pource qu'il eft enuironn6 de terres enfouffr6es, 
d'oh fortent quelques fources qui portent dans ce lac 
la malignit6 que leurs eaux ont contraA6es aux lieux 
de leur naiffance, 

II paffa le refte de cet eft6 & de I'hiuer fuiuant 
pr6s le lac que nous appellons Superieur, k caufe 
qu'eftant au deffus de celui des Hurons, il s'y 
d^charge par vn fault qui luy a auffi donne fon nom: 
& puif que noftre voiageur s'y arrefte quelque temps, 
faifons-y quelque paufe auec luy, [44] pour en remar-
quer les raretez. 

Ce lac qui porte plus de quatre-vingt lieues de 
long fur quarante de large en certains endroits, eft 
fem6 d'Ifles qui le couurent agreablement procbe des 
terres; fon riuage eft bord6 tout k I'entour de Nations 
Algonkines, oil la crainte des Iroquois leur a fait 
chercher vn afile. II eft auffi enrichi dans tous fes 
bordages, de mines de plomb prefque tout form6; de 
cuiure fi excellent, qu'il s'en treuue de tout rafine en 
morceaux gros comme le poingt; de gros rochers 
qui ont des veines entieres de turquoifes. On veut 
mefme nous perfuader, qu'il eft groffi de diuers 
ruiffeaux, qui roulent auec le fable quantite de petite 
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hand, and conducting him here to us, to show us the 
way which will take us to the North sea — where 
various Algonquin Nations have sought a retreat, 
fleeing from tbe Iroquois, who also prevents us from 
going in search of them by the ordinary route of the 
great River. I will give an account of the various 
routes, and some incidents of his journey. 

'* He started, in the month of June of the year 
one thousand six hundred and fifty-eight, [43] from 
the lake of the Ouinipegouek, which is strictly 
only a large bay in lake Huron. It is called by 
others, * the lake of the stinkards,* not because it is 
salt like the water of the Sea,—which the Savages 
call Ouinipeg, or ' stinking water, '—but because it 
is surrounded by sulphurous soil, whence issue sev­
eral springs which convey into this lake the impuri­
ties absorbed by their waters in the places of their 
origin. ̂ ^ 

' * He passed the remainder of that summer and the 
following winter near the lake which we call Superior, 
from its position above that of the Hurons, into which 
it empties by a waterfall that has also given it its 
name; and, as our traveler halted there for some 
time, let us pause.a while with him [44] to note the 
peculiarities of the place. 

*' This lake, which is more than eighty leagues 
long by forty wide in certain places, is studded with 
Islands picturesquely distributed along its shores. 
The whole length of its coast is lined with Algonkin 
Nations, fear of the Iroquois having forced them to 
seek there an asylum. It is also enriched in its entire 
circumference with mines of lead in a nearly pure 
state; with copper of such excellence that pieces as 
large as one's fist are found, all refined; and with 
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pailles d'or, qui font comme les reiettons de la mine 
voifine. Ce qui nous inuite k le croire, [45] c'eft 
que lors qu'on fouilla les fondemens de la Chappelle 
faint lofeph, fur les riues du lac des Hurons, qui 
n'eft qu'vne decharge du lac Superieur, les ouuriers 
treuuerent vne veine groffe comme le bras, de ces 
paillettes d'or; le fable, dont cette veine eftoit 
me(16e, fe treuuoit en fi petite quantit6, qu'il eftoit 
comme imperceptible en comparaifon du refte. Mais 
les ouuriers, qui fgauoient d'ailleurs qu'en ces quar-
tiers-lk il y auoit des mines de cuiure, & s'eftant 
perfuadez que c'eftoit d'vne mine de laton, (ignorans 
que le laton fuft vn compof6,) remplirent les fonde­
mens qu'ils auoient creufez, fans ffauoir qu'ils y 
renfermoient vn threfor. 

Mais voicy des richeffes d'vne autre nature, Les 
Sauuages qui habitent [46] la pointe de ce lac la plus 
61oignee de nous, nous ont donne des lumieres toutes 
fraifches, & qui ne d^plairont pas aux curieux, tou-
chant le chemin du lapon, & de la Chine, dont on a 
fait tant de recherche. Car nous apprenons de ces 
peuples, qu'ils treuuent la Mer de trois coftez; du 
coft6 du Sud, du coft6 du Couchant, & du coft6 du 
Nord; de forte que fi cela eft, c'eft vn grand preiug6 
& vn indice bien certain, que ces trois Mers fe treu-
uant ainfi contigues, ne font proprement qu'vne 
Mer, qui eft celle de la Chine; puif que celle du Sud, 
qui eft la mer Pacifique, qu'on connoift affez, eftant 
continu^e iufqu'k la mer du Nord, qui eft pareille-
ment connue par vne troifi6me Mer, qui eft celle 
dont on eft en peine; [47] on ne pent plus fouhaitter, 
que le traiet dans cette grande mer Occidentale & 
Orientale tout enfemble. 
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great rocks, having whole veins of turquoise. The 
people even strive to make us believe that its waters 
are swollen by various streams which roll along with. 
the sand grains of gold in abundance—the refuse,, 

,^ speak, of the neighboring mines.^ What 
inclines us to believe this [45] is that, when the 
foundations of saint Joseph's Chapel were dug on 
the shore of lake Huron,—which is nothing but the 
discharge of lake Superior,^—the workmen found a 
vein, as large as one's arm, of these grains of gold,, 
the sand that was mixed with the vein being so little 
in quantity as to be almost imperceptible in compari­
son with the rest. But the workmen, who knew that 
there were mines of copper in those regions, being 
persuaded that it was from a brass mine (in ignorance 
that brass is a composition), filled in the foundations 
which they had dug, without knowing that they 
were sealing up a treasure there. 

' * But there are riches of another nature. The 
Savages dwelling about [46] that end of the lake 
which is farthest distant from us, have given us 
entirely new light, which will not be displeasing to 
the curious, touching the route to Japan and China, 
for which so much search has been made. For we 
learn from these peoples that they find the Sea on 
three sides, toward the South, toward the West, and 
toward the North; so that, if this is so, it is a strong 
argument and a very certain indication that these 
three Seas, being thus contiguous, form in reality 
but one Sea, which is that of China. For,—that of 
the South, which is the Pacific sea and is well enough 
known, being connected with the North sea, which 
is equally well known, by a third Sea, the one about 
which we are in doubt,— [47] there remains nothing 
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Or nous fjauons que du bout du lac Superieur, 
dont ie viens de parler, tirant au Sud, apres enuiron 
trois cent lieues, on treuue la baye du S. Efprit, qui 
eft k trente degrez de latitude, & deux cent quatre-
vingts de longitude, dans le Golfe de Mexique, en 
la cofte de la Floride; & de la mefme extremit6 du 
lac Superieur tirant au Soroiieft; il y a enuiron deux 
cent lieues iufqu'k vn autre lac qui a fa d6charge 
dans la m^r Vermeille, cofte de la nouuelle Grenade 
dans la grande Mer du Sud: & c'eft de I'vn de ces 
deux coftez que les Sauuages qui font k quelque 
foixante lieuSs plus k I'Occidentde noftre lac Supe­
rieur, [48] ont des marchandifes d'Europe, & mefme 
difent auoir veu des Europeans. 

En outre, de ce mefme lac Superieur, fuiuant vne 
Riuiere vers le Nord, on arriue, apres huit ou dix 
ioum6es, k la baye de Hudfon, k la hauteur de cin-
quante-cinq degrez; & de ce lieu, tirant au Noroiieft, 
il y a enuiron quarante lieues par terre iufques k la 
Baye de Button, ou eft le port de Melfon k cinquante-
fept degrez de latitude, & deux cent feptante de 
longitude, d'oh Ton ne doit compter que mil quatre 
cent vingt lieues iufqu'au lapon, n'y ayant de diftance 
que feptante & vn degrez d'vn grand cercle. Ces 
deux Mers done du Sud & du Nord eftant connu^s, 
il ne refte plus que celle du Couchant, qui ioigne 
I'vne & I'autre, pour n'en [49] faire qu'vne des trois; 
& c'eft la nouuelle connoiffance que nous auons eue 
par le moyen d'vne Nation, qui eftant enuiron au 
quarante-fepti6me degr6 de latitude, & k deux cent 
feptante & trois de longitude, nous affeure qu'k dix 
iournees vers rOiieft fe trouue la Mer, qui ne pent 
eftre autre que celle que nous recherchons; ce qui 
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more to be desired than the passage into this great 
sea, at once a Western and an Eastern sea. 

*' Now we know that, proceeding Southward for 
about three hundred leagues from the end of lake 
Superior, of which I have just spoken, we come to 
the bay of St. Esprit,^^ which lies on the thirtieth 
degree of latitude and the two hundred and eightieth 
of longitude, in the Gulf of Mexico, on the coast of 
Florida; and in a Southwesterly direction from the 
same extremity of lake Superior, it is about two 
hundred leagues to another lake, which empties into 
the Vermilion sea on the coast of new Grenada, in 
the great South Sea. It is from one of these two 
coasts that the Savages who live some sixty leagues 
to the West of our lake Superior [48] obtain Euro­
pean goods, and they even say that they have seen 
some Europeans there. 

*' Moreover, from this same lake Superior, follow­
ing a River toward the North, we arrive, after eight 
or ten days' journey, at Hudson bay, in fifty-five 
degrees of latitude. From this place, in a North­
westerly direction, it is about forty leagues by land 
to Button Bay, where lies port Melson,^^ on the fifty-
seventh degree of latitude and the two hundred and 
seventieth of longitude; the distance thence to Japan 
is to be reckoned at only one thousand four hundred 
and twenty leagues, there being only seventy-one 
degrees of a great circle intervening. , These two 
Seas, then, of the South and of the North, being 
known, there remains only that of the West, which 
joins them, to [49] make only one from the three; 
and it is the fresh knowledge that we have gained 
from a Nation which, being situated at about the 
forty-seventh degree of latitude and the two hundred 
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nous fait iuger que toute I'Amerique Septentrionnale, 
eftant ainfi enuironn6e de la mer au Leuant, au Sud, 
au Couchant, & au Nord, doit eftre feparee de la 
Groeflande par quelq|.e traiet, dont on a defia decou-
uert vne bonne partie, & qu'il ne tient plus qu'k 
pouffer encore de quelques degrez, pour entrer tout h. 
fait dans la mer du lapon. Ce qui ne fe doit tenter, 
pour paffer le deftroit de Hudfon, qu'aux [50] mois 
d'Aouft & de Septembre, pendant lefquels feulemet 
ce paffage eft moins ^ng3.g€ de glaces. 

Mais en voilk affez pour le pref ent, fi I'lroquois le 
permet, nous pourrons bien nous aller ^claircir plus 
nettement de cette decouuerte, qui n'eftant connue 
que par le moien des Sauuages, ne nous donne pas 
toutes les connoiffances que nous defirerions. Sui-
uons noftre guide, qui apr6s auoir hiuern6 au lieu 
que ie viens de d^crire, en partit le Printemps fui­
uant, & marchant k petites iourn6es, k caufe de fa 
famille qui le fuiuoit, arriua apr^s auoir fait quelque 
cent lieues de chemin, k la grande baye du Nord, le 
long de laquelle il trouua diuerfes Nations Algon­
kines, qui fe font placees fur le riuage de cette mer. 

[51] Cette baye eft celle de Hudfon, dont nous-
venons de parler; au milieu de laquelle noftre Sau­
uage a veu vne grande Ifle, qui prend fon nom des 
Ours blancs, dont elle eft habitue; ce font des ani­
maux plus aquatiques que terreftres, puifqu'ils ne 
quittent que rarement la mer, & qu*ils viuent pour 
Tordinaire de poiffon, au lieu que les Ours noirs ne 
fe nourriffent ordinairement que de chair, & ne quit-
tent point la terre. Les mets les plus frians des 
Ours blancs, outre les Outardes aufquelles ils font la 
guerre auffi induftrieuf ement que les hommes les plus: 
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and seventy-third of longitude, assures us that ten 
days* journey Westward lies the Sea, which can be 
no other than the one we are looking for,—it is this 
knowledge that makes us believe that t he whole of 
North America, being thus surrounded by the sea on 
the East, South, West, and North, must be separated 
from Groeslande [Greenland] by some strait, of which 
a good part has already been discovered; and that it 
only remains now to push on some degrees farther, 
to enter nothing less than the Japan sea. In order 
to make the passage of Hudson strait, this is to be 
attempted only in the [50] months of August and 
September; for, during these months only, the 
passage is less blocked with ice. 

'' But enough of this for the present. If the 
Iroquois permit, we shall be fully able to go and 
enlighten ourselves more clearly concerning this 
discovery, which, being known to us only through 
the medium of Savages, does not give us all the 
information we might desire. Let us follow our 
guide, who, after wintering in the place I have just 
described, left it in the following Spring. Advanc­
ing by short stages because of his family, who 
accompanied him, after covering about a hundred 
leagues' distance, he arrived at the great bay of the 
North, along which he found various Algonkin 
Nations who have settled on the shores of that sea. 

[51] '' This bay is Hudson bay, of which we have 
just been speaking. In the middle of it our Savage 
saw a large Island which takes its name from the 
white Bears inhabiting it. These are water rather 
than land animals, since they leave the sea but 
rarely, and generally live on fish, whereas black 
Bears feed usually only on flesh, and do not leave 
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experimentez, font les petits Balenaux, qu'ils pour-
fuiuent fans ceffe; mais ce n'eft pas fans danger de 
tomber dans la gueule des grandes Baleines, qui par 
vne antipathie [52] naturelle deuorent reciproque-
ment ceux, par qui leurs petits font deuorez. S'il 
arriue quelquefois que ces Ours blancs s'eftant 
amaffez vers le Printemps, foient enleuez en haute 
mer, portez fur quelque glace qui fe d6tache du 
riuage vers le mois de luin; c'eft pour lors qu'il fait 
beau voir ces nouueaux Argonautes voguer au gr6 
des vents & des tempeftes, & difputer leur vie centre 
la faim, qui les preffe fur ces glaces flottantes, ou 
centre les Baleines, qui les attendent pour les deuo-
rer, lors que la faim les oblige de fe letter h I'eau, 
pour y pefcher des loups ou des chiens marins. Ils 
paffent fouuent les mois entiers en cette perilleufe 
nauigation, iufqu'k ce qu'enfin, par bon-heur, leur 
vaifleau faffe naufrage, en s'6choiiant [53] fur quel­
que cofte; car c'eft pour lors que ces animaux tout 
affamez fautent k terre, & recompenfent bien le 
ieufne paff6 fur tout ce qu'ils rencontrent, n'6par-
gnant ni hommes, ni beftes pour furieufes qu'elles 
foient. 

Mais reuenons k noftre Pelerin, qui fit rencontre 
en chemin de diuerfes Nations, dont on a defia cou-
ch6 les noms par 6crit. II vit fur tout les Kiliftinons, 
qui font partagez en neuf differentes refidences; les 
vnes de mille, les autres de mille cinq cent hommes, 
& font logez dans de grands bourgs, dans lef quels ils 
laiffent leurs femmes & leurs enfans, pendant qu'ils 
courent rOrignac, & qu'ils font leur chaffe du Caftor, 
dont le poll leur eft fi peu confiderable, depuis que 
riroquois en empefche le debit, qu'ils grillent [54] 
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the land. The white Bears' greatest dainty,—ex­
cepting the Bustards, on which they make war as 
skillfully as do the most expert men,—are the little 
Whales, which they are constantly hunting, but not 
without danger of falling into the jaws of the large 
Whales. These, from a natural antipathy, [52] 
devour in turn those animals by which their own 
young are devoured. If, as sometimes happens, these 
white Bears, coming together toward Springtime, 
are borne out into the open sea on some block of ice 
that has become detached from the shore, about the 
month of June, it is then a fine sight to see these 
new Argonauts voyaging at the mercy of winds and 
storms, and contending for their lives against the 
hunger that assails them on those floating icebergs, 
or against the Whales that wait to devour them 
when hunger shall force them to leap into the water 
and fish for sea-wolves or sea-dogs. They often pass 
whole months in this perilous seafaring, until at 
length, by a stroke of good luck, their vessel is 
wrecked by running aground [53] somewhere; for 
then these animals leap ashore, utterly famished, 
and make ample amends for the fast they have 
endured, devouring everything in their path, and 
sparing neither man nor beast to satisfy their raven­
ous hunger. 

' ' But let us return to our Pilgrim. On his way, 
he met with various Nations whose names have 
already been recorded. He noticed especially the 
Kilistinons, who are divided among nine different 
residences, some of a thousand, others of fifteen 
hundred men; they are settled in large villages, 
where they leave their wives and children while 
they chase the Moose and hunt the Beaver. The 
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les Caftors au feu, comme on fait les Pores en France, 
pour les mettre pluftoft en eftat d'eftre mangez. 
Noftre homme aiant vifite ces peuples, fe rendit chez 
les Pitchib^renik, peuplade qui habite I'entree de la 
Baye, oil les Hurons autrefois, & les Nipifiriniens 
alloient en traitte, d'oii ils rapportoient grande abon­
dance de Caftors, pour quelques baches, tranches, 
coufteaux, & autres marchandifes femblables, qu'ils 
leurs portoient. Pendant vn certain temps de 
Tannic, I'abondance de Cerfs eft plus grande encore 
en ces quartiers, que celle de Caftors: elle eft bien fi 
prodigieufe, qu'ils en font prouifion pour vn an, foit 
en la boucanant, qui eft leur fagon plus ordinaire, 
foit en la laiffant geler; car vers ces pais Septentri-
onaux, rien ne fe pourrit, [55] & ne fe corrompt 
pendant la plus grande partie de Tannic, & mefme 
auangant vn peu plus vers le Nord, les corps ne per-
dent rien de leur beaut6 long-temps apres la mort; 
ils font auffi vermeils, & auffi entiers trente ans apr6s 
leurs trefpas, que pendant leur vie; auffi dit-on qu'en 
ces pais-lk, les morts s'y portent bien, mais que les 
viuans y deuiennent malades. On y voit des glaces, 
les vnes de vingt-deux braffes, d'autres de trois cent 
& trois cent foixante pieds, qui fe deprennent du 
riuage, & qui fe caffent quelquefois auec tant de 
violence, qu'en tombant dans la mer elles excitent 
par ce bouluerfement des tempeftes, qui ont mis des 
vaiffeaux en danger d'eftre fubmergez, & peut-eftre 
auront-elles fait perir celuy duquel les Sauuages ont 
veu [56] le d6bris fur leur riuage. 

Ce que i'admire le plus en cette terre infortun6e, 
c'eft de voir comme la Prouidence ne manque en 
rien k fes creatures; elle fuppl6e au defaut des vnes 
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skin of the latter is of so little value to them since 
the Iroquois has prevented its sale, that they broil 
[54] the Beavers over the fire, as is done with Swine 
in France, to render them eatable the more quickly. 
After visiting these tribes, our man betook himself 
to the Pitchibourenik, a people dwelling at the 
entrance to the Bay, whither the Hurons and Nipisi­
riniens formerly were wont to go for trade; and 
whence they procured a great abundance of Beavers 
in exchange for hatchets, cleavers, knives, and other 
like commodities, which they carried thither. Dur­
ing a certain part of the year, the abundance of Deer 
is still greater in these regions than that of Beavers; 
-indeed, it is so enormous that they provision them­
selves therewith for a year—either by smoking the 
flesh, which is their most usual method, or by letting 
it freeze. For toward those Northern regions noth­
ing decays [55] or becomes tainted during the greater 
part of the year; and, indeed, a little farther North­
ward human bodies lose none of their beauty for a 
long time after death, being as rosy and as intact 
thirty years after their decease as during their life­
time. And so it is said in those countries that the 
dead are in good health, but the living fall ill. Ice­
bergs are seen there, some of twenty-two brasses, 
others of three hundred or three hundred and sixty 
feet. These become detached from the shore, and 
break sometimes with such violence that, on falling 
into the sea, they arouse by this downfall, storms 
-that have put vessels in danger of being sunk; they, 
possibly, caused the destruction of the one whose 
wreck the Savages have seen [56] on their coast. 

** What excites my especial admiration in this 
unfortunate land is to see how Providence fails its 
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par le fecours des autres, dont on ne s'auiferoit 
iamais. Quand on voit les bords de cette mer pref-
que fans arbres, foit k caufe de la rigueur du froid, 
qui les empefche de croiftre, ou parce que les rochers 
dont ces terres font prefque toutes couuertes, ne 
peuuent nourrir de grands bois; qui ne iugeroit que 
Dieu n'a pas voulu que ces terres fuffent habitees 
par les hommes, puif qu'elles font fi deftitu6es des 
commoditez de la vie humaine? Neantmoins on 
treuue des Nations qui peuplent ces rochers, & qui 
rempliffent ce fol le plus ingrat, & le plus difgraci6 
d^ [57] la- nature. Mais comment y peut-on viure 
fans feu, puif que les froids font fi violens? Dieu y 
a pourueu; il leur donne tous les ans leur prouifion 
de bois, il fe fert des cerfs comme de befte de charge, 
pour leur en faire porter leur prouifion; ce font le 
bois ou les cornes des mefmes cerfs; on en croira ce 
que Ton voudra, mais on nous affeure que ces peuples 
n'ont point de meilleur feu, que celuy qu'ils font du 
bois de ces grands animaux, qui doiuent eftre en 
prodigieufe quantity pour fuppleer auec leurs bran­
ches aux branches des chefnes, & des autres arbres 
propres a brufler. 

Mais ne quittons pas noftre Guide, qui va coftoiant 
toute la Baye; il ne fait pas manuals auec luy, puif-
qu'ir affeure que le gibbier grand & petit ne luy 
manque [58] point, & qu'vn homme de fa fuite a tu6 
vn de ces Ours blancs dont nous auons parl6; nous 
n'auos pas fgeu de luy fi la chair en eft auffi bonne 
que celle des Oyes fauuages, des Cignes, des Canards, 
qui fe treuuent au mefme lieu dans le mois de May, 
auffi bien qu'vn nombre infini de petits oifeaux hupez, 
d'hirondelles, comme encore de martres, de lievres 
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creatures in nothing, supplying the defects of some 
by aid from others, in a way one would never imag­
ine. When one views the shores of this sea almost 
destitute of trees,—whether from the severity of the 
cold, which prevents their growth, or because the 
rocks with which these regions are almost entirely 
covered cannot provide nourishment for large for­
ests,—who would not think it contrary to God's will 
that these lands should be inhabited by man, since 
they are so destitute of the conveniences of human 
life? Nevertheless, Nations are found peopling 
tbese rocks and occupying this soil which is most 
sterile and most hard-favored by [57] nature. But 
how can people live there without fire, when the cold 
is so intense? God has provided for that; he gives 
them their store of wood every year, and uses the 
stags as beasts of burden to carry it to them. This 
fuel consists of the wood or horns of the stags them­
selves. You may believe what you choose; but we 
are assured that these peoples have no better fire 
than that which they make with the wood of these 
great animals, which must be in prodigious numbers 
to supply with their antlers the branches of oaks and 
of other trees suitable for burning. 

'' But let us not leave our Guide, who is coasting 
along the entire Bay. It does not fare ill with him, 
for he declares that he has no lack of game, large 
and small; [58] and that a man in his company killed 
one of those white Bears of which we made mention. 
We did not learn from him whether its flesh is as 
good as that of the wild Geese, Swans, and Ducks 
that are found in the same region in the month of 
May, as well as countless numbers of little tufted 
birds and swallows, and likewise martins, white 
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blancs, & de renards noirs; & C la poudre manque 
pour la chaffe, on pent s'adonner a la pef che des 
truites & des faumons, que ces Sauuages fgauent fort 
bien prendre fans filets, mais feulement auec le 
harpon. 

Apr6s que noftre Algonkin eut viCt6 toutes les 
Nations circonuoiCnes de la Baye, & qu'il fe fut 
charg6 de leur part, de diuers pref ens, que ces peu­
ples adreffoient [59] aux Frangois & aux Algonkins 
de ces contr6es, pour les attirer vers leur Bale, & 
pour s'y fortifier tous enfemble centre I'lroquois, il 
quitta le riuage de la mer pour entrer dans les terres, 
& pour chercher vn chemin vers Tadouffac, par des 
vaftes forefts qu'il n'auoit iamais connues. Comme 
il auangoit dans le bois fans bouffole, & fans prendre 
hauteur, il eut connoiffance de trois Riuieres; dont 
I'vne conduit droit k noftre bourgade des trois 
Riuieres; il ne voulut pas prendre cette route, quoy 
que bien plus courte, & plus cerfaine, mais bien plus 
expof^e aux Iroquois: Les deux autres Riuieres fe 
rendent au lac de S. lean, oh eft la fource du fleuue 
Saguen6. II choifit la plus 6cart6e de ces deux 
Riuieres, comme la plus feure, I'autre n'eftant pas 
bien loin du [60] pais oti trois Nations ont eft6 defol6es 
depuis deux ou trois ans par I'lroquois, & contraintes 
de fe refugier chez les autres plus 61oign6es. Celles-
cy fe nommentles Kepatab'angachik, les Outabitibek, 
& les Ouak^iechi^ek, 

Enfin il s'eft rendu k trente-deux lieues de Ta­
douffac, ou m'entretenant auec luy de fes auantures 
& de fes voiages, il commenga k me dire par auance 
I'eftat ou J'Iroquois auoit reduit les Nations Algon­
kines vers le lac Superieur, & celuy des Ouinipeg. 
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hares, and black foxes. If powder for hunting runs 
short, one can resort to fishing for trout and salmon, 
which those Savages well know how to catch, not with 
lines, but with the harpoon simply. 

' ' After our Algonkin had visited all the Nations sur­
rounding the Bay, and had laden himself with various 
presents sent by those peoples [59] to the French 
and Algonkins of these regions,—to attract them to 
their Bay, in order that they might all fortify them­
selves there against the Iroquois,—he left the sea-
coast to proceed inland and seek a road to Tadoussac, 
through vast forests which were unknown to him. 
As he was advancing through the woods, without 
compass and without taking altitude, he learned of 
the three Rivers, one of which leads straight to our 
village of three Rivers. This route he would not 
take, although it is much shorter and surer, but, at 
the same time, much more exposed to the Iroquois. 
The two other Rivers flow into lake St. Jean, whence 
the river Saguen6 takes its rise. He chose the more 
remote of these two Rivers as the safer one,—the 
other being not very far from the \_6o] country where 
three Nations were overthrown by the Iroquois, two 
or three years ago, and compelled to seek a refuge 
with other more distant ones. The names of these 
latter are the Kepatawangachik, the Outabitibek, 
and the Ouakwiechiwek. 

'' Finally, he reached a spot thirty-two leagues from 
Tadoussac, where he entertained me with an account 
of his adventures and travels, and began to tell me 
in advance the condition to which the Iroquois had 
reduced the Algonkin Nations toward lake Superior 
and the lake of the Ouinipeg, But scarcely had I 
returned to Quebec when I found two Frenchmen 
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Mais k peine me fus-ie rendu k Quebec, que i'y trou-
uay deux Fran§ois, qui ne faiffoient que d'arriuer de 
ces pais fuperieurs, auec trois cent Algonkins, dans 
foixante canots chargez de pelterie. Voicy ce qu'ils 
ont veu de leurs propres ieux, qui nous reprefentera 
[6i] I'eftat des Algonkins du Couchant, apr6s auoir 
parle iufqu'k pref ent de ceux du Nord. 

lis ont hiuern6 fur les riuages du lac Superieur, & 
ont efte affez heureux pour y baptifer deux cent 
petits enfans de la Nation Algonkine, auec laquelle 
ils ont premierement demeur6, Ces enfans eftoient 
attaquez de maladie & de famine, quarante font allez 
droit au Ciel, eftant morts peu apr6s le Baptef me. 

Nos deux Fran§ois firent pendant leurhiuernement 
diuerfes courfes vers les peuples circonuoifins; ils 
virent entre autres chofes a fix iournees au delk du 
lac, vers le Suroiieft vne peuplade compofee des 
reftes des Hurons de la Nation du Petun, contraints 
par I'lroquois d'abandonner leur patrie, & de s'eU-
foncer fi auant [62] dans les forefts, qu'ils ne puiffent 
eftre treuuez par leurs ennemis. Ces pauures gens 
s'enfuiant & faifant chemin par des montagnes Sc fur 
des rochers, au trauers de ces grands bois inconnus, 
firent heureufement rencontre d'vne belle Riuiere, 
grande, large, profonde, & comparable, difent-ils, k 
noftre grand fleuue de S. Laurens. Ils treuuerent 
fur fes riues la grande Nation des Alimib'ec, qui les 
recent tres-bien. Cette Nation eft compofee de 
foixante Bourgades, ce qui nous confirme dans la 
connoiffance, que nous anions defia, de plufieurs 
milliers de peuples qui rempliffent toutes ces terres 
du Couchant. 

Reuenons k nos deux Prangois: continuant leur 
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there who had but just arrived from those upper 
countries, with three hundred Algonkins, in sixty 
canoes loaded with furs. Following is an account 
of what they saw with their own eyes; ^ it will give 
us a view [61] of the condition of the Algonkins of 
the West, as we have until now mentioned those of 
the North. 

*' They passed the winter on the shores of lake 
Superior, and were fortunate enough to baptize there 
two hundred little children of the Algonkin Nation 
with whom they first made their abode. These 
children were the victims of disease and famine; 
and forty went straight to Heaven, dying soon after 
Baptism. 

'' During their winter season, our two Frenchmen 
made divers excursions to the surrounding tribes. 
Among ether things, they saw, six days' journey 
beyond the lake toward the Southwest, a tribe com­
posed of the remnants of the Hurons of the Tobacco 
Nation, who have been compelled by the Iroquois to 
forsake their native land, and bury themselves so deep 
[62] in the forests that they cannot be found by their 
enemies. These poor people — fleeing and pushing 
their way over mountains and rocks, through these 
vast unknown forests — fortunately encountered a 
beautiful River, large, wide, deep, and worthy of 
comparison, they say, with our great river St. Law­
rence. On its banks they found the great Nation of 
the Alimiwec, which gave them a very kind recep­
tion. This Nation comprises sixty Villages — which 
confirms us in the knowledge that we already 
possessed, concerning many thousands of people who 
fill all those Western regions. 

' ' L e t us return to our two Frenchmen. Continu-
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ronde ils furent bien furpris en vifitant les Nadb'echi-
^ec; [63] ils viret des femmes defigur^es, & a qui on 
auoit coup6 le bout du nez iufqu'au cartilage, de forte 
qu'elles paroiffoient en cette partie du vifage, comme 
des teftes de mort: de plus, elles auoient fur le haut 
de la tefte vne partie de la peau arrach^e en rond. 
S'eftant informez d'ou prouenoit ce manuals traite-
ment, ils apprirent auec admiration, que c'eftoit la 
loy du pais, qui condamne a ce fupplice toutes les 
femmes adulteres, afin qu'elles portent grau6es fur 
le vifage la peine & la honte de leur pech6: ce qui 
rend la chofe plus admirable, c'eft que chaque 
homme ayant en ce pais-lk fept ou huit femmes, & 
par confequent la tentation eftant bien plus grande 
parmi ces pauures creatures, dent les vnes font tou­
fiours plus cheries que les autres, la loy [64] neant­
moins fe garde plus exadtement qu'elle ne feroit 
peut-eftre dans les Villes les mieux policies, fi elle y 
eftoit eftablie. Si des Barbares qui ne font inftruits 
que par la ley de la nature, ont de fi beaux fentimens 
de I'honneftete; quels reproches feront-ils vn iour 
aux Chreftiens libertins, qui ont cemmandement de 
fe creuer pluftoft les yeux que de leur rien permettre 
au preiudice de leur falut? Ce qui ne fe fait pas 
parmi les Chreftiens, eft pratique par des Sauuages, 
qui retranchent les parties les plus vifibles du vifage 
qui a ferui de fcandale & de pierre d'achopement. 
Nos Franfois ont vifit6 les quarante Bourgs dent cette 
Nation eft compef6e, dans cinq def quels on compte 
iufqu'k cinq mille hommes: mais il faut prendre 
ceng6 de ces peuples, fans faire [65] pourtant grande 
ceremonie, pour entrer dans les terres d'vne autre 
Nation belliqueufe, 8c qui auec fes fleches & fes arcs 
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ing their circuit, they were much surprised, on 
visiting the Nadwechiwec, [63] to see women dis­
figured by having the ends of their noses cut off down 
to the cartilage; in that part of the face, then, they 
resemble death's heads. Moreover, they have a 
round portion of the skin en the top of their heads 
torn away. Making inquiry as to the cause of this 
ill treatment, they learned, to their admiration, that 
it is the law of the country which condemns to this 
punishment all women guilty of adultery, in order 
that they may bear, graven on their faces, the penalty 
and shame of their sin. What renders this custom 
the more admirable is that, although each man in 
that country has seven or eight wives, and tempta­
tion is, consequently, much stronger among those 
poor creatures,— some of whom are always more 
cherished than the others,—yet the law [64] is more 
strictly executed there than it would be perhaps in 
the most highly civilized Cities, if it should be estab­
lished therein.' If Barbarians, who are instructed 
only by the law of nature, have such excellent senti­
ments of chastity, what reproaches will they make 
seme day to the libertine Christians who have the 
commandment to pluck out their own eyes rather 
than permit themselves anything prejudicial to their 
salvation ? What is not done among Christians is 
practiced by Savages, who cut off the most con­
spicuous parts of the face that has proved a source 
of scandal and a stumbling-block. Our Frenchmen 
visited the forty Villages of which this Nation is 
composed, in five of which there are reckoned as 
many as five thousand men. But we must take leave 
of these people,—without [65] much ceremony, 
however,—and enter the territories of another 



238 LES RELA TIONS DES j£s UITES [VOL. 45 

s'eft rendue auffi redoutable parmi les Algonkins 
fuperieurs, que I'lroquois I'eft parmi les inferieurs; 
auffi en porte-t-elle le nom de P^alak, c'eft k dire les 
Guerriers. 

Comme le bois eft rare & petit chez eux, la nature 
leur a appris a faire du feu auec du charbon de terre, 
& k couurir leurs cabanes auec des peaux: quelques-
vns plus induftrieux fe dreffent des baftimens de 
terre graffe, k peu pr6s comme les hirondelles baftif-
fent leurs nids; & ils ne dormiroient pas moins 
doucement feus ces peaux & feus cette boue, que les 
grands de la terre feus leurs lambris d'or, s'ils 
n'apprehendoient les Iroquois, qui les viennent \66] 
chercher k cinq & fix cent lieues loin. 

Mais fi I'lroquois y va, pourquoy n'irens nous pas 
auffi? s'il y a des conqueftes k faire, pourquoy la foy 
ne les fera-t-elle pas, puifqu'elle en fait par tout le 
monde? Voilk des peuples infinis; mais le chemin 
en eft ferme: il faut dene rompre tous les ebftacles, 
& paffant a trauers de mille morts, fe letter au milieu 
des flammes pour en deliurer tant de pauures 
Nations. On ne s'eft pas 6pargn6 ni pour 1' vn ni pour 
I'autre, & on n'a laiff6 perdre aucune occafion qui fe 
foit prefent^e, pour ceurir k leur fecours; & nous y 
ceurens encore prefentement, comme ie diray apr^s 
auoir vn peu parl6 de I'eftat pitoiable ou I'lroquois 
a reduit les Hurons. 
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Nation, which is warlike and which with its bows and 
arrows has rendered itself as redoubtable among the 
upper Algonkins as the Iroquois among the lower; 
and so it bears the name of Poualak, which means 
' Warriors.' 

' ' As wood is scanty in supply and small in size in 
their country, nature has taught them to make fire 
with coal from the earth and to cover their cabins 
with skins. Some of the more ingenious make them­
selves buildings of loam, very nearly as the swallows 
build their nests; and they would sleep not less com­
fortably under these skins and this mud than do the 
great ones of the earth under their golden canopies, 
if they did net fear the Iroquois, who come ^pS} 
in search of them from a distance of five and six 
hundred leagues.' ' 

But if the Iroquois goes thither, why shall not we 
also? If there are conquests to make, why shall not 
the faith make them, since it makes them in all parts 
of the world? Behold countless peoples, but the 
way to them is closed; therefore we must break down 
all obstacles, and, passing through a thousand deaths, 
leap into the midst of the flames, to deliver therefrom 
so many poor Nations. We have net spared ourselves 
for any of them, nor have we let slip a single oppor­
tunity that has presented itself for hastening to their 
aid; and we are running to succor them again at 
the present time, as I shall relate after saying a few 
words concerning the pitiable condition to which the 
Iroquois has reduced the Hurons. 


