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CHAPITERE II.
DE L'ESTAT GENERAL DE LA MISSION.

E puis dire que iamais ce pays n'z eftd plug auant

I dans afili@ion, gue nous 'y voyons mainte-

nant, & que iamais la Foy o'y a paru auec plus
d'anantage. Les Hiroguois ennemis de ces penples
continuent anec eux wvne gunerrs fangiante, qui va
exterminant nos bourgades frontieres, & qui fait
craindre aux antres vn {emblable mal-heur: & Dien
en mefme temps va peuplant d'excellens Chrefiiens
cas pautres Nations defclées, & fe plaift 4 ¥ eftablir
{on faint Nom au milien de leurs ruines.

Depuis noftre derniere Relation nous anons baptizé
pres de treize cens perfonmes: mals oe qui nous
wonfole le plus eft de woir la ferwenr de ces bons
Neophytes, & wn efprit de Foy en etx, qui 1'a rien de
[r1] la barbarie, & qui nous fait benir les mifericordes
de Dier, gni fe vont refpandant de iour en iowr fi
tichem&t iufgqu'aunx derniers confins de ce nouuean
monde,

L'Efté dernier {e paffa quafll entier dang les atten-
tes & les alarmes d'vne armée ennemie des Hiroquois
nos voifins, qui fut la caufe que les Hurons ne defcen-
dirent point & Quebec, eftans demenrez pour defendre
leur pays menacé; & craignans avfli d'autre part voe
autre armée des Hiroqueis Apnieronnons, qui les
attendoient au pallage, s'ils euflent defcendn la
Riunisre. Ainfi nong ne receufmes l'an palé ancun
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CHAPTER II.
OF THE GENERAL STATE OF THE MISSION.

MAY say that this country has aever been in such
deep affliction as we eee it now, and that never
has the Faitk appeared te grester advantage.

The Hiroguois, the ezemies of these people, continne
to wage a bloody war against them that destroys
our frontier villages and causes the others to dread a
gimilar misfortnne. At the same time, God pecples
these poor desolate Tribes with excellent Christians:
and he is pleased to establish hiz holy Name in the
midst of their ruins.

Since omr last Relation, we have baptized nearly
thirteen hundred persons; but what comsoles ug the
mosgt is to see the feryor of thesa grood Neophytes,
and a spirit of Faith ip them that savors naught of
[11] barbatism, and catses us to bless God’s mercies
which spread so abundantly, from day to day, to the
outer confines of this new world.

Almost the whole of last Summer was passed in
expectations and alarms of a hostile army of the
Hiregquois, our neighbaors: that was the reason why
the Hurons did not go down to {Juebec, but remained
to defend their threatened country. They alse feared
another army of the Annieronnon Hiroqueis, whe
lay in ambush for them on the way, had they gone
down the River, Thus we received last vear no
assistapce, and not even a letter, from (Juebec or
from France. Nevertheless, God has snpported ns;
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{ecours, & non pas welfme aucune lettre de Quebec,
ny de France, Mais nonobfiant Dien nons a {oufte-
nu, ayant efté luy feul neofire Pere & noftre Pour-
fwoyenr, nolire defenfe, noftre ioye, nofire confela-
tion, mnofire tout; chofe aucune ne hous ayant
manqué, anfli pau qu'sux Apoltres, lors que Noftre
Seignenr les enuoya quall tous nuds a la conquefte
des Ames.

Wos Miflions ont eité 4 1'ordinairs; & de plus nous
en anons entreprie de nouuelles, non feulament
parmy les Hurons, mais anffl parmy les Algonguins:
Dieu [12] donaznt 3 nos Peres dn courage at deflus
de leurs forces, vn homme faifant iny feul ce qui
euft donné va employ raifonnable i pluficurs.

Mais apres tout, Mol malia, aperariy vers pawd.
Ie venx dire que quoy (ua nous foyons en vn pays
abandonné, oh 1la Panureté eft noftre appennage, &
ol nous ne viuoms que des aumoines, gui venant de
quinze cens leuds, doluent patier & la wer, & la rage
des Hiroquoeis anant que nous pniffions en jolitr; Ce
n'eft pag toutefeis ce fecomrs temporel qui ncus
prefie, ny celuy gne nous demandons atec plus 4'in-
france: Ce font des Miffonhaires defquels hows avons
grand befoin, ce font 1A les threfors que nous defirons
de la France. Taductie que pour venir icy, apres
auoir traverié T'Oeean, il faut {entir de pres la fumée
des cabanes Hiroquoifes, & pant-afire v eftre brudé
4 petit fen: mais quoy qui nous puifle arriuer, ie foay
bien que le coeur de ceux que Dieu y aura appells, v
tronuera {fon Paradis. & que leur charité ne pourra
pas 5'afteindre ny dans les eanx, ny dansg Jes lammes,

Nos Hurons font bien anant dans vn [13] pourpar-
ler de Paiz, atec I'Onpontasronson fc'eit vone des



1842 - 4] RELATION OF thyp—af Tl

he alone has been our Father and oor Provider, our
defenge, our joy, cur comsolation, our all, Not a
gingle thing has failed us, any more than fo the
Apostles, when Our Lord sent them out, almost
entirely destitute, to the conquest of Souls.

COrar Missions have gome on as wsual, and we have
also undertaken new ones, not only among the
Hurons, byt aleo among the Algonguing. God [12]
has given our Fathers courage beyond their strength,
o that one man accomplished alone what would have
given occupation to several

But after all, Messis mulo, sperari vere paucs, 1
mean to say that, although we are in a forsaken coun-
try,——where Poverty is our appanage, and where we
live only on altms coming a distance of fifteen
hundred leagues, that have to pass over the sga, and
through the fury of the Hiroguois, before we can
enjoy them,—- nevertheless it is not that temporal
assistance that we require the most, or that we ask
for most urgently. Missionaries are what we greatly
need; those are the treasures that we desire to obtain
from France. I admit that on the way bere, after
croeging the Qcean, one must smell the smoke of the
Hiroguols cabins quite ¢lose, and perhaps even be
birned there at a slow fire; but, whatever may hap-
pen to us, I know well that the hearts of those whom
God shall ¢all here will find their Paradise, and that
their charity cannot be extinguished either in the
water2 or in the flames.

Our Hurons have made considerable advance in
[13] hegotiations for Peace with the Qenontaeronnons
(that is one of the five Hiroguois naticns that hitherto
has most harassed this countty), apd there is some
hope that two others of the hostile Natons will enter
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cing nations Hirognoifes, qui cy-deuant a toufiours.
plus vexé ce pays) & il ¥y & quelque efpermnce gue
detx gutres des Neations enmemies entreromt dans le
mefine traité: lesambaflades font reciprogues de part
& d'auire. 5i cette affaire reiiffit, il ne leur refiera
plus fur leg bras que le Soonontoueronnocn, le pius
proche ennemy que nous ayons, & les Hiroguods Anni-
eronnons, pius voifins de Quebae, aniquels on feroit
bonne guerre, ngs armeg n’eftant plus diuerties
ailleurs.

De ptus nos Hurons ont enooyé vo ambaifade aux
Andaftofronnong, peuplez de la Wouuelle Suede,
leurs anciens glliez, pour les {olliciter A leur moyen-
ner voe Paix entiere, ou 2 reprendre la guerre qn'ils
anoient il n'y a que fort pen d'années, auec les Hiro-
quois Annieronnens, On en &fpere vo grand fecours,
& von grand {oulagement pour es pays. Mais apres
tont, nos elperances font en Dieu; car la perfidie de
cts peuples ne permet pas que Tous nous appuyds
ancunement fur lenrs paroles, & nous fait craindre
vn guffi grand mal-hetr au milisn de ces [14] traites
de paix, gue daps le plus fort de la guerre,
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into the same trsaty,— embassies are being sent on
both gides. If this affair be snceessful, they will have
te contand only with the Sonmontousronnons, the
nearest enemy that we have, and the Annieronnon
Hiroguois, who are nearerto Quebec,—against whom
we could war with advantage, for our arms would
ot he diverted elsewhere.

Moreowver, our Hurons have sent an embassy to the
Andastodironnons, peoples of New Sweden, their
former allies, to solicit them to enter into a full Peace
with them, or to resume the war that they waged
but a few years ago against the Annieronnon Hiro-
quois. Considerable assistance i expected from this,
as well as a great relief for this conntry. But, after
ail, our hopes rast in God; for the treachery of those
peoples does not allow ug to rely in eny way upon
their words, and makes us dread as great a misfortune
during those [14] treaties of peace ag in the midst of
War,
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CHAPITRE VIL
LA PAUURETE & LES RICHESSES DU PAYS.

AMAIS il n'y eut plus de Caftors dans nos lacs, &
dans noa riuieres: mais lamais il ne s'en eft
moing ven daps les magafing doe pays. Auwant

la defolation des Hurons, lag cent canots vencient an,
traite, tous chargez de Caftor. Les Algonquins en
apportoient de tons coftez, & chaque année, on en
auocit pour deux cemns & pour [t47] trols cens mil
linres.  Ceftoit-IA vo bean revenn, dequoy contenter
tout le monde, & dequoy {npporter les grandes
charges du paya.

La guerre des Iroquois a fait tarir toutes ces
fources. Les Caftors demeurans en paixz, & dans le
lied de lenr repos. Les flottez de Hurons ne defeen-
dent plus & la traite. Les Algonquing font depeu-
plez: & les Nations plus efloignées, fe retirent encore
plus loin, craigmans le fen des Iroquois. Le magaflin
de Montreal, n'a pas achepté des Satuages vn feul
Caftor, depnis vn an. Anx Trois Rinierss, la pen
qui 5'y et ven, a efté employé pour fortifier 1a place,
ob on attendoit 1'ennemy. Dans le magasin de QOue-
bec, ce n'eft que pauureté; & ainfl tout le monde a
Iujet d'eftre mécontent, n'y {148] ayant pas de quoy
fournir, au payerent de ceux, & gui il eft deun: &
mefme n'y ayant pas de quoy {upporter vne partie
des charges du pays, les plus indifpeniables,

Les rivieres les plus profondes, & les plus riches
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CHRAPTER VIL
TEE POVERTY AND THE RICHES OF THE (QUNTRY.

EVER. wers there more Beavers in our Jakes

N gnd rivers, but never have there been fewer

seen in the warehouses of the country. Be-

fore the devastation of the Hurons, a8 hundred canoes

used to come to trade, alf laden with Beaver-skins;

the Algonquins brought them from all directions;

and ssch year we had two or [147] thres hundred

thousand livres' worth. ‘That was a fine reventie

with which to satiefy all the people, and defray the
heavy expenses of the country.

The Iroquois war dried up all these'springs. The
Beavers are left in peace and in the place of their
repose; the Huron fleets no longer come down to
trade; the Algonquins are depopulated: and the
mora distant Natioos are withdrawing sHll farther,
fearing the fire of the Iroguois. For 2 year, the
warchouse of Montreal has not bought 2 single
Beaver-skin from the Savages. At Three Rivers,
the litfle revenns that has accrued has been used to
fortify the place, the eremy being expected there.
Iz the Quebec warehouse there is nothing but pov-
erty; and so every one has cause to be dissatisfied,
there [148] being no means to supply payment to
those to whom it is due, or even to defray a part of
the most necessary expenses of the country.

The deepest and most abundant rivers of the earth
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de 14 terre, feroient bien-toft & fec, {i leurs eaux g'ef.
coulans dans la Mer, les fources n'en fourniffofent
plus de nounelles. Les Villes, & les Prouinces plus
proches de la Mer, gni en aurojent efté sutrefoiz leg
plus richement arroufées, aurcient tort de {e pleindre,
des Proninces phus voifines des {ources, comme {i elles
retencient toutes les eaux pour elles, & les enuoyoient
an publie.

Ce font les Iroguods, dont il fe faut plaindre: car
ce font eux, gqui ont arrefté les eatx dedans leurs
fources, Ie veux dire, qoe co font eux qui ewmped-
chent tout le commerce [14o] des Caftors, qui ont
tofljoure efté les grandes richefies de ce pays.

Mais maintenant, i THeu benit nos efperances, de
la paix auec les Iroquels, on fera bomne gnerre aux
Caftors, & ils trouueront le chemin des magaling de
Montreal, des Trois Riuieres, & de Quebec, qu'ils
ont oublié depuis ces dernieres années, Les Nations
fuperienres defcendront anec ioye, & apporteront les
Caftors, dont 15 ont fait amaz depuis trois ans.

Ce Printempa, trods canots arriverent aux Trois
Rinieres, de l'ancien pays des Hurons, ou plutolt du
profond des terres, les plus cachées de ces coftez-Ii:
ot dinerfes famiiles fe font retirées hors le commerce
de tout le refte des hommes, crainte qne les Iroqnois
(15¢] ne les y allaffant trouner.

Ces trois canots, conduits par vn Sanuage Chre-
fkien, eltcient de quatre Nations differentes, qui nous
ent apportd d'excellenies nounelles. Sgaweir, quils
s'eflemblent, en vn treg-beau pays, enuiron i cent
eifgnante liends, plus loin que les Hurowos, tirans.
vers I'Oecident, au nombre de deux mille hommes,
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would soon he dry if, when their waters ran into the
Sea, the zprings ceased to furmish frech supplies.
The Ciges and Provinces nearer the Sea, and for-
merly the most abundantly watered by it, would be
wrong to complain of the Proviness nearer the water.
sourced, as if they retained all the water for them-
selves and sent it out to the publie.

It is the Iroguois of whom complaint must he
made, for it is they who have stopped the water at
ita fountainhead. T mean, it is they that are
preventing all the trade [145) in Beaver-gkins, which
have always been the chief wealth of this country.

But now, if God bless sur hopes of peace with the
Iroquois, a fine ‘war will be made on the Beavers, and
they will find the road to the warshouses of Mont-
real, Three Rivers, and Ouebec, which they have
forgotter during these later years. The upper
Nations will come down with joy, and will bring
the Beaver-skins which they have been amassing for
the past three years.

This Spring, three canoces arrived at Thres Rivers
from the former country of the Hurons,—or, rather,
from the depths of the most hidden recesses of those
Tegions, whither several families have withdrawn,
out of all communiecation with the rest of mankind,
for fear lest the Iroquois [rso] might go and find
them there.

These three camoes, led by a Christian Savage,
contalped people from four different Natioms, who
brought us excellent news. ‘This was, that they were
gathering together, to the number of two thousand
men, in a vety fine country abont a hundred and
fifty leagues farther away than the Hurons, toward
the West: and that they were to come the next
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& qu'ils doinent venir de compagnie le Printemps
prochain, apporter grand nombre de Caftor, pour
faire leur trafic ordineire, & pour fe fournir de poudre
& de plomb, & d'armes 3 feu; afin de {e rendre plus
redontables attx ennemis.

De plus, toute noftre ieunsfle Franccife, eft en
deffein 4'aller en traite, trouuver les Nations difper-
{ées, cb & 1A, & ils elperent d'en reuenir charges,
des Caltors de [151] plulteurs années,

En vn mot, le pays n'eft pas depeuplé de Caftors,
& ce font {es mines d'or, & fes richefes; qu’iln'y a
gu'a puifer dans les lacs, & danz les ruifleanx: olt il
v en a d'autant plus, qu'en en a meins pris ces der-
nieres années, craignant de s'écarter, & d’efire pris
des [roqueis. Ces animaux d'aillenrs fe muitiplians
en prands abondance. '

Pour ce qui =it de la fertilité des terres, elles iout
icy de bon rapport.  Les grains Frangois ¥ viennent
hetreufement: & nong pottons en <ela, nous pafler
des fecours de la Friee, guelque nombre que nous
Ioyongdey. IPlus qu'il ¥ aura d'habitans, plus {erens-
nous dang I'abondance,

Le beftail, & les lards, {font vne douceur au pays,
qu'autrefois on [132] n'ofoit efparer. Le gibier ¥
foiforne; & la chafle des Orignaux, n'eft pas pour ¥
mangquer.

Mzis V'anpuille v eft vne manne, qui furpafis tout
ce qu'on en pent croire. L'experience & ]'induftrie
nous v a rendus fi {ganans, qu’en voe feule nuit, vo
ou denz hommes, en prendront des cing, & fix mil.
liers: & cefte pefche dure deux moiz entiers; dont
on fait prouifivn abondamment pour toute 'année:
car l'apguille eft icy d'vne excellente garde, foit
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Spring in company, to bring a large number of
Beaver-gking, for the purpose of doing their ordinary
trading atd furmishing themselves with powder, lead,
and firearms, in order to render themselves more
formidable to the enemy.

Moereover, all our young Frenchmen are plinning
to poon a trading expedition, to find the Nations
that are scattered here and there; and they hope to
come back laden with the Beaver-skins of [rg5r]
several years' accumulation.

In a word, the country is not stripped of Beavers;
they form its gold-mines and its wealth, which have
oply to be drawn upon in the lakes and streams,—
where the supply is preat in proportion to the small-
ness of the draught apon it daring these latter years,
due to the fear of being dispersed or captured by the
Irogquois. These animals, moreover, are extremely
prolifie.

Concerning the fertility of the scil, it is here very
productive. The French graina yield excellent
crops, 2od in that respect we ean do without aid from
France, however numerous we may be here. The
more gettlers there shall be, the greater plenty shall
we enjoy.

Beef and bacon are here delicacies, whick formerly
we {152] did not dare to hope for. Game isabun-
dant, and thers {3 ns lack of Moose-hunting.

But the eel constitmies a manna exceeding all
belief. Exzperience and ingennity have rendered us
g0 expert in catching them ihat one or two men will
take five or six thousand in a single might; and this
fishing lasts for two whole months, in which an
ample provision of them is made for the whole year;
for the sels here have excellent gualitias for kesping,
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{echée an feu, foit falée: & elles font beancoup
meilleures, que toutes les anguilles de la France.

La pefche du Saumon, & de 1"Efturgeon, y eft tres-
abondante en fa faffon. Et & vray dire, ceft icy, le
Rovaume des eanx & des poifions.

Le pays eft tres-fain, on v voit [153] fort peu de
maladies. Les enfans y font & tres-beaux, & tres
fariles & elener, C'eit vne benedidtion particuliere,
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whether dried by fire or salted, and ave much hefter
than any eels in France. :

Salmon and Sturgeon are very plentiful in their sea-
gona; to tell the truth, this country is the Kingdom
of water and of fish.

The counntry is very healthful, [153] remarkably
few diseases being seen hers; and children are
very comely and easy to resr, That is an especial
tlessing,
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CHAP[IJTRE III.

DE L'ESTAT DU PAlS DES ALGONQUINS, & DE QUELQUES
NOUUELLES DECOUUERTES.

E ne puis exprimer plus nettement l'eftat des
Nations de 1z langue Algonkine, que par le [41]
fimple narré des connoiffances qu’en a ew va da

nce Peres, qui a efté cette année dans le Saguenay
Riviers de Tadooflac, felon les rencontres gue la
Prouidence luy & prefentées en ce volage.

Comme ces Nations {ont infiniment eftendu#s dans
cing ou fix cent lien#s de forefts gni regardent le
Beptentrion, i1 les diftingns en trols; en cellas gni
tirent vers 1"Orient, celles gui habitent les parties leg
plus reculées du Couchant, & celles du Nord gqui font
entre les vnes & les autres. Il me dit rien de celles
du Leuant, qui n’zit efté couché dans les Relations
precedentes; woicy comime il parle des denx antres.

Le trentidme Iuillet de 1'année mil fix cent foizante
eftant monté dans le Sapuené i trente-deux lieus
de Tadouflac, i'y trouusi [42] quatre-vingts Sauuages,
& parmi eux vn nommé Axatanik, homme confide-
table pour la gnalité qn’il porte de Capitaine, & bien
plus pour anoir recet le faint Baptefme, il y a dix
ans, dans le pafs des Nipifiriniens. I1 femble que
le glorieux Archange dont il porte le nom, a prig
plaifir de conduire eet homme comme par la main, &
nowd 'amener ici, pour nous découurir le chemin
qui nous peut conduire infques 2 la mer du Nord,
ol dinerfes Nations Algonquines fe font confindes,
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CHAPTER 11I.

OF THE CONDITION OF THE ALGONQUIN COUNTRY, AND
GF S50ME NEW DISCOVERIES.

CANNOT more clearly describe the condition of
the Nations of the Algonkin tongue than by
giving the [41] simple account of what one of

our Fathers has learned aboit them,— wha has been,
this year, on the Saguenay River of Tadoussac,—as
Preovidence gave him opportunities for this during
that journey.

As those MNations are wery widely extended over
five or six hundred leagues of forest, facing toward
the North, he divides them into thres groups,-—-those
extending toward the East, those dwelling in the
uttermost parts of the West, and those of the Notth,
1ying between the tweo others. Of those of the East
he says nothing that has not been given in the
preceding Relations; of the two other groups he
speaks as follows.

““ On the thirtieth of July of the year one thousand
six hundred and sixty, ascending the Sapuené to
the distance of thirty-twe leagues from Tadoussac, I
encountered [42] eighty Sawvages; and among them
was one named Awsatanik, a man of importance
because he was a Captain in rank, and much more so
becanse he had received holy Baptism ten years
before in the country of the Nipiziriniens., The
glorivus Archangel, whose name Le bears, seems to
have taken pleasure in leading this man, as if by the
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fuiant I"Iroquois. qui nous empefche auffi de les aller
chercher par le chemin ordinaire de la grande
Rimiere. Ie rapporte les dinerfes routes, & quelgues
incidens de fon volage.

Il partit an moeis de Inin de 1'anpée mil fix cent
cinquante-huit, [43] du lac des Odiinipegousk, qui
n’elt proprement qu'vne grande bhaye de celuy des
Hurons; d'autres 'appellent le lac des puans, non
qu'il foit {alé comme Veain de la Mer, que les Sao-
tages appellent OHinipeg, c'eft 2 dire sau puante:
mais pource gu'il eft enuironné de terres enfoufirées,
d'ol {ortent quelgues fources qui porient dans ¢e lac
la malignité que lenrs eanx ont contradtées aux lieux
de leur naiffance.

Il pafla le refte de cet efté & de I'hiner fuinant
prés le lac gque mous appellons Superieur, A caule
gu'eftant au defius de eslui des Hurons, il s'y
décharge par vo fault gui luy a aufi denpé fon nom:
& puifque noftre volagenr a'y arrelte quelgue temps,
faifons-v quelgue panfe aunec luy, [44] pour en remar-
quer leg raretez,

Ce lac qui porte plus de quatre-vingt lien#s de
long {ur gquarante de large en certaing endroits, eft
ferné d'I{les qui le conurent agreablement proche des
terres; fon rinage eft bordé tout i 1'entour de Nations
Alponkines, ol la crzinte dea Iroquois leur a fait
chercher vo afile, Il et aull enrichi dans tous fes
hordages, de mines des plomb prefque tout formé; de
cuiure fi excellent, gu'il s'en treute de totlt rafing en
morcequx grus comme le poingt; de gros rochers
ghi ont des veines sntieres de turquoiles. On veut
me{me nous perfuader, gqu'il eft grofi de diuers
ruifieanx, qui roulent auec le fable guantité de petite
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hand, and ¢onducting him hers to ug, to show us the
way which will {ake us to the North sea — where
various Algonguin Nations have sought a retreat,
fleeing from the Iroguois, who also prevents us from
going in search of them by the ordinary route of the
great River. [ will give an aceount of the various
routes, and some incidents of his journey.

“ He started, in the month of June of the year
one thousand six bundred and fifty-eight, [43] from
the lake of the Ouinipegouek, which is strictly
only 2 large bay in lake Hurom. It iz called by
others, * the lake of the stinlards,” not becauze it is
galt like the water of the Sea,—which the Savages
call Quinipeg, or * stinking water,'—but because it
iz surronnded by sulphurous soil, whence issas sev.
eral springs which convey into this lake the impuri-
ties absorbed by their waters in the places of their
origin.*®

‘' He passed the remainder of that summer and the
following winter near the lake which we call Superior,
from its pogition above that of the Hurons, into which
it empties by a waterfall that baz also given it its
name; and, as our traveler halted there for some
time, let us pause a while with him [44] to note the
peculiarities of the place.

““This Jake, which is more than eighty leagues
long by forty wide in certain places, is studded witk
Islande picturesquely distributed along its shores.
The whole length of ita coast ig Tired with Algenkin
Nations, fear of the Irogquois having forced them to
seek there an asylum. It is also enriched in its entire
circumference with mines of lead in a nearly pure
state; with copper of suchk exc¢ellence that pieces as
large as one's fist are found, 211 refined; and with
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pailles d'or, qui {ont comme les reiettons de la mine
voifine. Ce gqui nous inuite 3 le croire, [45] celt
que lors qu'on fouilla les fondsmens de 1a Chappelle
{aint Tofeph, {ur les rines du lac des Hurons, qui
n'eft qn'vne décharge du lac Superieur, les suuriers
treuuerent vne veine groile comme le bras, de ces
paillettes d'or; le fable, domt ¢ette weine eftolt
meflée, {e trenuoit en i petite quantitd, gqu'il eftoit
comme imperceptible en comparaifon dn refte. Mais
les outriers, qui {gancient d'ailleurs qu'en ces quar-
tiers-14 i1 v anoit des mines de cuiure, & s'efiant
perfuadez que c’eltoit d'voe mine de latozm, {ignorans
que le laton fuilt vo compofé,) remplirent les fonde-
mens qu'ils avojent crenfez, fans feansir ¢m'ils ¥
renfermoient v threlot.

Mais voicy des richeffes d'vne autre nature. Les
Sauuages qui habitent [45) 1a pointe de ce lac 1a plus
£loignée de nons, nous ont donné dss lumisres toutes
fraifches, & qui ne déplairont pas aux curieux, tou-
chapt le chemin du Ispon, & de la Chine, dent on a
fait tant de recherche. Cer nous apprencns de ces
peuples, qu'ils trenuent la Mer de trois coftez; du
cofté Ao Sud, du cofté du Couchant, & du eoité dun
Nord; de forte que §i cela eft, ¢’eft vo grand preingé -
& vo indice bien certain, que ces trois Mers fa treu-
want ainft contignes, ne font proprement gu'vns
Mer, qui eft celle de 1a Chine; punlique celle du Sud,
qui eft la mer Pacifique, qu'on ¢onneilt aflez, eftant
comtinuée in{qu's la mer du Nord, qui et pareille-
ment connud par vme troifiéme Mer, qui eft cells
dont on elt en peine; [47] on ne pent plus fouhaitter,
que le traiet dans cette grande mer Occidentale &
Crientale tout enfemble.
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great tocks, having whole veins of turquoise. The
people even strive to make us believe that its waters
are swollen by various streams which roll along with
the sand grains of gold in abundance- the refuse,

.. Speak, of the neiphboring mines® What
inclines ua to believe this [45] i3 tkat, when the
foundations of saint Joseph's Chapel were dug on
the shore of lake Huron,— which is nothing bat the
discharge of lake Superior,—the workmen found a
vein, as large as one’s arm, of these grains of gold,
the sand that was mixed with the vein being go little
in quantity as to be altnost imperceptible in compari-
gon with the rest. But the workmen, who lenew that
thera were mines of copper in those regions, being
persuaded that it was from a brass mine (in ignorance
that brass is a composition}, filled in the foundations
which they had dug, without Lknowing that they
were sealing up a treastre there.

“ But there are riches of another nature. The
Savages dwelling about [46] that end of the lake
which is farthest distant from wus, have given us
entirely new light, which will not be displeasing to
the curions, touching the route to Japan and China,
for which so mtch search has been made. For we
learn from these peoples that they find the Sea on
three sides, toward the South, toward the West, and
toward the North: so that, if this is so, it is a strong
argument and a very certain indication that thege
three Seas, being thuz eontigunous, form in reality
hut cne Sea, which is that of China. For,—that of
the South, wkich is the Pacific zea and is well enough
known, being connected with the North sea, which
is equally well known, by 2 third Sea, the one about
which we are in doubt,-—[47] there remains nothing
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Cr nons fganons gue du bout du lac Superieur,
dont ie viens de parler, tirant an Sud, aprés enuiron
trois ceat lieuds, on treune Iz baye du S, Elprt, qui
et 2 trente degres de latitizde, & deux cent gnatre-
vingis de longitude, dans l¢ Golie de Mexique, en
1a cofie de 1a Floride; & de 1la mafme avtremité dn
lac Supecieur tirant au Sorofieft; il ¥ a enniron deux
cent lieuss iufqu'a vn autre lac qui a {a décharge
dans la mer Vermeille, cofte de la nouuelle Grenade
dans la grande Mer do 3ud: & ceit de 'vo de ces
deux coltez que les Sanuages qui {ont 3 quelqus
{oizante liengs plus & "Occident de nofire lac Supe-
rienr, [48] ont des marchandifes 4’ Europe, & mefme
difent anoir ven des Enropeans.

En ocutre, de ce mefme lac Superieur, fuinant vne
Riujere vers e Nord, on arive, aprés hnit ou dix
ionrnfes, A la bays de Hudfon, 4 la hauteur de cin-
guante-cing degrez; & de ce Men, tirant au Norotleft,
il ¥ a enuiron guarante lieuds par terre infgues i la
Baye de Batton, ot eft l& port de Melfon & cinquante-
fept degrez de latitude, & deux cent feptante de
longitnde, d'oh 'on ne doit compter gue mil quatre
cent vingt lisnés iufqu’au lapon, o'y ayant de diftanee
gque feptante & wn degrez d'va grand cercle. Ces
deux Mers done du Sud & du Mord eftant connua#s,
il ne refie plas gue celle du Couchant, gqui inigne
I'voe & 1'autre, pour 1'en [49] faire qu'vie des {rois:
& c’eft la nounelle connoiffance que nous anons eud
par le moyen &'vne Nation, qui efltant enuiron an
quarante-feptidme degré de latitude, & A deux ceat
feptante & trois de lomgitude, nous affeure gu'a dix
ionrnées vers I'Odieft {e tremue 1z Mer, gui ne peat
elire autre que celle gue nous recherchons; e qui
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more to be desired than the passage into this great
sea, at once a Western and an Eastern sea.

“ Now we know that, proceeding Southward for
about three hundred leagues from the end of lake
Superior, of which § have just spoken, we come to
the bay of 5t. Esprit,® which lies on the thirtieth
degree of latitude and the two hundred and eightisth
of longitude, in the Gulf of Mexico, on the coast of
Flotida; and in a Sowthwesterly direction from the
same extremity of lake Superior, it is aheut two
handred leagues to another lake, which emptizs into
the Vermilion sea on the coast of mew Greneda, in
the great South Bea. It iz from one of these two
_eoasts that the Savages who live some sixty leagues
to the West of oor lake Superier [48] obtain Euro-
pean goods, and they even say that they have seen
some Eurcpeans there.

Y Moracver, from this same lake Superior, follow-
ing & River toward the North, we arrive, after eight
or ten days' journey, at Hudson hay, in fifty-five
degrees of latitude. From this place, in a North-
westerly direction, it iz about forty leagnes by land
to Button Bay, where lies port Melzon,® on the ffty-
seventh degree of latitude and the two hundred and
seventieth of longitude; the distance thence to Japan
is to be reckoned at only one thousand four hundred
and twenty lesagues, there being only seventiy-one
degrees of a grest circle intervening. . These two
Seas, then, of the South and of the North, being
mown, there remains orly that of the West, whickh
joing thern, to [49] make only one from the three;
and it is the fresh knowledge that we have gained
from a Mation which, being sitnated at about the
forty-seventh degree of latitude and the two hundred
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noug fait iuger que toute ["Amerique Septentrionnale,
eftant aind endironnée de 1a mer au Leuant, au Sad,
au Couchant, & ay Nord, doit eftre feparde de la
Groeflande par quelqye traiet, dont on a defia décon-
uert vne boone partie, & qu'il ne tient plus qu’s
poufler encore de gnelques degrez, pour snirer tout &
fait dans la mer du Iapon.  Ce qui ne fe doit tenter,
pour paffer le defiroit de Hudfon, gu'aux [50] mois
d’ Aoult & de Septembre, pendant lefquels feulemé&t
ce paflapre eft moins engagé de glaces,

Mais ez voila affez pour le prefent, {i I'Iroguois le
permet, nous pourrons bier pous aller éclaircir plus
nettement de cette découuerts, qui r'eftant connui
qne par le moien des Sauuages, ne nous denne pas
tontes le: connoiffances que nous defirerions.  Sni-
yons noftre guide, qui aprés auoir hinerné ag lien
fue is viens de décrire, en partit le Printemps {ui-
uant, & marchant A petites iournées, A canfe de {a
famille qui le fnitoit, arriua aprés auvolr fait quelque
cent lien#s de chemin, 4 ]a grande baye du Nord, le
long de laguelle il trounuz dicerfes Mations Algon-
kines, qui {2 {ont plactes fur le rinage de cette mer,

[31] Cette bave it celle de Hudlen, doni nous
venens de parler; au milien de laguelle nofire San.
uage a ven wvne prande Ifle, qui prend fon nom des
Curs blanes, dont elle eft habitée: ce font des ani-
maux plus aquatiques que terreftres, puifqu’ils ne
quittent gue rarement la mer, & qu'ils vivent pour
I'ordinaire de poifion, an liew que les Ounrs noirs ne
{e nourrifient ordinairement que de chair, & ne quit-
tent point la terre. Les mets les plus frians des
Ours blanes, ontre Jes Outardes anfquelles ils font Ta
guerre aufii induftrienfement que les hommes les plus
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and seventy-third of longitude, assures us that ten
days' journey Westward lies the Bes, which can he
no other than the one we are looking for,—it is this
fnowledge that makes us believe that the whole of
North Ameries, being thus surronoded by the gea on
the East, South, West, and North, muat he separated
from Groeslande [Gresnland] by some strait, of which
a good part has already been discoversd: and that it
only remains now to push on some degrees farther,
10 enter nothing less than the Japan sea. In order
to make the passage of Hudson strait, thie is to be
atterapted only in the [¢0] months of Angust and
September; for, during these montbs only, the
passage is less blocked with Ice.

' But enongh of this for the present. If the
Iroquois permit, we ghall be fully able to go and
enfighten ourselves more clearly comcerning this
discovery, which, beiog known to us only through
the medinm of Savages, does not give us all the
information we might desire. Let us follow our
guide, who, after wintering ino the place I have just
described, left it in the following Spring. Advanc-
ing by short stages because of hiy family, who
accompanied him, after covering about a kundred
leagues’ distanes, he arrived at the great bay of the
North, along which he found wvarioms Algonkin
Nations who have settled ot the shores of that sea.

fz1] ** This bay is Hudson bay, of whick we have
just bean speaking. In the middle of it our Savage
saw a large Island which takes its name from the
white Bears inhabiting it. These are water rather
than land animals, since they leave the sea but
rarely, and generally live on fisk, whereas black
Baarg feed usnally only on flesh, and do not leave
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experimentez, font les petits Balenaux, qu'ils pour-
{uwinent fane cefle; mais ce n'eft pas {ans danger de
tomber dans la gueuls des prandes Baleines, qui par
vne antipathie (32] naturelle deuworemt reciproque-
meat ceux, par qui leurs petits fonf deuorez. 8§'il
arrive quelguefois que ces Ours blancs s'eftant
amallez vers le Printemps, folent enlenez en haute
mez, portez fur quelque glace qui fe détache du
rinage vers 18 mois de Imin; c'sft pour lors gqu'il fait
baan voir ces nouteanx Argonattes voguer ay gré
des vents & des tempedtes, & difputer leur vie contre
la faim, qui les preffe fur ces glaces Hottantes, on
contre les Baleines, qui les attendent pour les deuo-
rer, lors que Ia faim les oblige de fe ietter 3 l'eawm,
pour ¥ pelcher des loups ou des chiens marins. Ils
paflent {ounent les mois entiers en cette perilleufs
nanigation, infqu'a ce qu'enfin, par bon-heur, leur
vaifleau fafle paufrage, en s écholtant {53] {fur guel-
que cofte: car ¢’'eft pour lors que ces animsux tout
affamez {fautent 4 terre, & recompenient biem ls
ieufne paflé {ur tout ce qu’ils renconirent, n'épat-
goant ai hommes, ol beftes pour furieufes qu'elles
foient.

Mats renencng i nofire Pelerin, qui fit rencontre
en chemin de diverfes MNations, dout on 4 defia conrs
ché les noms par crit. I vit fur tout les Kiliftinons,
qui font partagezr en nenf differentes refidences; les
vnes de mille, las antres de mille cing cent hommes,
& font logez dans de grands bourgs, dans lefquels ils
Laiflent leurs femmes & leurs enfans, pendant qu'ils
courent 1’ Ong‘m.::, & qu'ils font leur chafe du Cafior,
doot le peil leur eft fi pau confiderable, depuis que
I'Troqueis en empefche le debit, qu'ils grillent [54]
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the land. The white Besrs' greatest dainiy,—--ex-
cepting the Bustards, on which they make war as
skillfully as do the most expert men,—are the liftle
‘Whales, which they are constantly hunting, but nof
without danger of falling inte the jaws of thelarge
Whales. These, from a naiural antipathy, [5z]
devour in turn thoze animals by which their own
young are devoured.  If, as sometiznes happens, these
white Bears, coming together toward Springtime,
are borne out into the open sez on some block of ice
that has become detached from the shore, about the
moenth of Jube, it is then a fine sight to see these
new Argonants voyaging at the mearey of winds and
storms, and contendieg for their lives against the
hunger that assails them on those foating icebergs,
or against the Whales that wait to dewvour them
when hunger shail foree them to leap into the water
snd fish for sea-wolves or sea-dogs. They often pass
whole months in this perilons seafaring, until at
length, by a stroke of good luck, their vessel is
wrecked by running aground [53] somewhers; for
then these animals leap ashore, uttetly famished,
and make ample amends for the fast they have
endured, devonring everything in their path, and
sparing neither man nor beast to satisfy their raven.
ous hunger.

" But let us return to cur Pilgrim. On his way,
he met with wvarious Nations whose names have
slready beem recorded. He noticed especially the
Kilistinons, who are divided among nine different
residences, some of a thomsand, othets of fifteen
hundred men; they are settled in large villages,
where they leave their wives and children while
they chase the Moose and hunt the Beawver. The
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les Caftors au fen, comme oa fait les Pores &0 France,
pour les mettre pluftoft en eftat d'eftre manges.
Noftre homme aiant vifité ces peuples, fe rendit chea
les Pitchiburenil, peuplade qui habite T'entrée de la
Baye, ofi les Hurone antrefois, & les Nipifiriniens
alloient em traitte, d'ob ils rapportoient grands abon-
dance de Caltors, pour quelgues haches, iranches,
couftesux, & aunires marchandifes {emblables, gu'ils
leurs portoient. Pendant vo certain temps de
V'année, T'abondance de Cerfs ¢lt plus grande encore
en ces quartiers, que ¢elle de Caftors: elle eft bien
prodigieufe, qu'ils en font prouifion pour vo an, {oit
en la boucanant, qui eft leur fagon plns ordinaire,
foit en la laiffant geler; car vers ces pals Septentri-
ohaux, rien »e {& poutrit, [55] & ze e corrompt
pendant la plus grande partie de l'année, & mefme
auancant vo peu plus vers le Nord, les corps ne per-
dent rien de leur beanté long-temps aprés Ia mort;
ils {emt aufll vermeils, & aufil entiers trente ans aprés
leurs trefpas, gue pendsnt leur vie; aufli dit-oz qu'en
ees pals-1i, lea morts 5’y portent bien, mais que les
vitlans ¥ deéniennent malades, On y voit des glaces,
les vones de vingt-denx brafles, d'autres de trois cent
& irois cent {oiwante pieds, qui {e déprennent du
rinage, & qui fe caffent quelquefois avec tant de
viclence, qu'en tombant dans ia mer elles excitent
par ce boulner{ement des tempeftes, qui ont mis des
vaifieanz en danger d'eftre {fubmergesz, & peut-eitre
anrant-elles fait perir ¢eluy duquel les Saunages ont
veu [56] 1e débris fur leur rinage,

Ce que 1'admire le plus en cette tertre infortunde,
c'eft de voir comme la Prouidence ne mangue en
rien 2 fes creatures; ella fupplée au défaut des vnes
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skin of the latter is of so liftle value t¢ them since
the Iroquois has prevented its sale, that they broil
[54] the Beavers over the fire, as i2 done with Swine
in France, to render them eatable the more quickly.
After visiting these tribes, our man betook himself
to the Pitchibourenilk, a people dwelling at the
entrapes to the Bay, whither the Hurons and Nipisi-
tiniens formerly wers wont to go for trade; amd
whenee they procured a great abundance of Beavers
in exchange for hatchets, cleavers, knives, and other
like commodities, which they carried thitber. Dar-
ing & certain part of the year, the abundance of Deer
is still greater in these regions than that of Beavers;
-indeed, it is o enormous that they provision them-
selves therewith for a yeer——either by smoking the
flesh, which is their most usual method, or by letting
it freeze. For toward those Northern regions noth-
ing decays [53] or becomes tainted during the greater
part of the year; and, indeed, a little farther North-
ward human bodies loge none of their beanty for a
‘long time after death, being as rosy and as intact
thirty years afier their decease as dnring their life-
time. And 0 it i said in those countries that the
dead are in good health, but the living fall i1l. Ice-
bergs are seen there, some of twenty-two brasses,
others of three hundred or three hundred and sixty
feet. These become detached from the shore, and
break sometimes with such violence that, on falling
into the sea, they arouse by this downfall, storms
that have put vessels in danger of being sunk; they,
pagsibly, caused the destruction of the ome whose
wreck the Savages have seen (58] on their coast.

" What e=xcites my especial admiration in this
unfortunate land is to see how Providence fafls its
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par le fecours des autres, dent oo pe s'auifercit
famais. Cuand on voit les hords de cette mer prei-
qus {ams arbres, {eit 4 caufe de la rigneur du froid,
qui les empefche de croiftre, ou parce que les rochers
dont ces terres femt prefque toutes conuertes, ne
peuuent nourrir de grands bois; qui ne ingeroit que
IMen n's pas vonln que ces terres fuiffent habitées
par les hommes, puifgu'elles {font fi deftituées des
commeoditez de la vie humaine? Neantmoins on
treuus des Matioms qui peuplent ces rochers, & qui
rempliffent ¢e ol le plus ingrat, & le plas difgracié
de [57] la nature. Mais comment ¥ peat-on viare
fans feu, prifque les froids font { viclens? Dieu y
& pouruen; il leur donne tons les ans leur prouifion
de hais, 11 {e fert das rerfz comme do hefte de charge,
pour leur en faire porter leuwr prouifion; ce {ont le
bois o les cornes des mefmes cerfs; on en croira ce
que Ven vondra, mais on oous afleare gue ces peuples
n'ont point de meilleur feu, que celuy qu'ils font du
bois de ces grands animaux, qui doinent eiire en
prodigienfe quantitd pour fupplder anec leurs bran.
ches anx branches des chelnes, & des autres arbres
propres 3 hrufler.

Mais ne quittons pas noftre Guide, gqui va coftoiant
toute Ja Baye; il ne fait pas manwais anee tuy, puif-
qu'il affenre que le gibbier grand & petit ne luy
manque [38] point, & qu'va homme de {a {uite a tué
va de ces Ours hlanes dont nons awons parlé; nous
n'auds pas fgen de luy fi la chair en eft anfi bonne
que celle des Oyes fagnages, des Cignes, des Canards,
qui {2 treuvent au mefms Hed dans le mais de May,
auffi biex gu’vo aembreinfini de petits oifean=z hupes,
d’hirondelles, commme encore de martres, de lisvres
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greatures in nothing, supplying the defects of some
by aid from others, in a way one would never fmag-
ine, When one views the shores of this sea almost
destitute of trees,— whether from the saverity of the
eold, which prevents their growth, or becsuse the
rocks witk whick these remions are almost entively
covered canmot provide nourishment for large for-
es5ts,— who would not think it contrary to God’s will
that these lands should be inkabited by man, gines
they are so dastitute of the conveniences of human
lifer Nevertheless, Nations are found peopling
these rocks and ocenpying this soil which is most
sterile and most hard-favered by [57] mature. But
how can people live there without fire, when the cold
is 0 intense? God has provided for that; he gives
them their store of wood every wyear, amd uses the
stags as beasts of borden to carry it to them, This
fuel congists of the wood or horns of the stags them-
selves. You may believe what you choose; but we
are assured that these peoples have 1o better fire
than that which they make with the weod of these
great animals, which must be in prodigious numbers
to supply with their antlers the branches of oaks and
of other trees suitable for burning.

‘“ But let us not leave our Guide, who is coasting
along the entire Bay. It does not fare {1l with him,
for he declares that he has no lack of game, large
and smalt; [58} and that 2 man in his company killed
ore of those white Bears of which we made mention.
We did not learn from him whether its flesh is as
good as that of the wild Geese, Swans, and Ducks
that are found in the same region in the month of
May, as well as countless nnmbers of Lttle tufted
birds and swallows, and likewise marting. white
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‘blancs, & de renards neirs; & & la poudre manqgue
pour la chafle, on peut s'adonmer & la peiche des
truites & ces [aumons, que ces Sanuages {gauent fort
bien prendre fanz filets, mais feulement auvec le
harpon.

Aprés que noftre Algonkin eut vifité toutes les
Nations circonuoifines de la Baye, & qu'il le fut
charpé de leur part, de diners prefens, que <23 peu-
ples adreflcient [5g] aux Frangois & anx Algonlkins
de ces contrées, pour les attirer vers lenr Baie, &
pour s'y fortifier tous enfemble contre 1'Irogqueis, il
quitta le rinage de la mer pour entrer dans les terres,
% pour chercher vn chemin vers Tadouilac, par des
valtes forefis qu'il n'aunit iamais conpués. Comme
il anancoit dans e bois fans houllole, & fans prendre
haunteur, 11 ent connoiffance de trois Rinieres; dont
Tvoe conduit dreit i nofire bourgade des trois
Rivieres; i ne voulut pas prendre cette Toute, quoy
qgue bien plus courts, & plus certaine, mais bien plus
expofée aux Iroguois: Les demx autres Riuieres e
rendent an laec de 5. Tean, ol eft 1z fource du feune
Saguend. II choifit la plus £cartde de ges deux
Rivieres, comme la plus feurs, 'autre n’eftant pas
bien loin du [60] pais odt trois Nations ont efté defolées
depuis deunx ouw trois ans par 'Iroquois, & contrainies
de fe refugier chez les antres plus éloigndes. Celles-
cy e nemment les Kepatasangachik, les Outabitibelk,
& les Duakyiechivek,

Enfin 1l #'eft Tendu & trente.deux lieugs de Ta-
donflac, on m'entretenant auec uy de {fes ananturas
& de {es volages, il commenga A me dire par auance
Teftat en 1'Iroquois awvoit reduit les Nations Algon-
Ykines vers le lac Buperieur, & celuy des Cuinipeg.
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hares, and black foxes, If powder for hunting rans
ghort, one can resort te fishing for trout and salmon,
which those SBavages well know how to catch, not with
iines, but with the harpoon simply.

°t After our Algonkin had vigited all the Nations suy-
mounding the Bay, and bad laden himself with varions
presents sent by those peoples [3g] to the French
and Algonkins of these regions,—to atiract them to
their Bay, in order that they might all fortify them.
selves there against the Itoguois,—he left the sea-
eoast 1o proceed inland and seek a road to Tadoeussac,
throngh vast forests which were unknown to him.
As be was advancing through the woods, withont
compass and without taking altitude, he learmed of
the three Rivers, one of which leads straight to onr
village of three Rivers. This route he would not
take, although it iz mueh shorter and surer, but, at
the same time, much more exposed to the Irogueis.
The two other Rivers flow into lake 5t. Jean, whence
the river Saguené takes its rige, He chose the more
remote of these two Rivers as the safer one,—the
other heing not very far from the [60] country where
three Mations were overthrown by the Iroquois, two
or three years ago, and compelied to seek a refuge
with other more distant ones. The names of thage
latter are the Kepatawangachik, the Outabitibek,
and the Quakwiechiwelk,

‘* Finally, he reached & spot thirty-two leagues from
Tadonssac, where he entertained me with an account
of his adventurss and travels, and began to tell me
in advance the condition to which the Iroquedis had
reduced the Algonkin Nations toward lake Superior
and the lake of the Ouinipeg. But scarcely had [
returned to CQuebec when I found two Frenchmen
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Mais & paine me fus-ie rendn i Quebec, que 'y tron-
nay denx Frangois, qui ne faifloient que d'arriver de
ces pals fuperieurs, auec trois cent Algonkins, dang
{oixante cancts chargez de pelterie. Voicy ce qu'ils
ont ven de leurs propres faux, qui nous reprefentara
[61] l'eftat des Algonkina du Couchsnt, aprés auoir
parlé iafqu's prefent de cenx du Nord.

Iis ont hinerné fur les riuages du lac Superieur, &
ont efté affez heureux pour y baptifer deux cent
petits enfans de la Nation Algonkine, avee laquelle
ils ont premictement demeuré, Ces enfans efioient
attaguez de maladie & de farnine, quarante font allsz
droit an Ciel, eftant morts peu aprés le Bapteime.

Noa deux Frangois firent pendant lenr hinernemant
diuerfes courfes vers les peuples circonuoifing; ils
virent entire autres chofes A fix iourndes an deli du
lag, vers le Surotiell wne peuplade compofée des
reftes des Huronz de la Wation du Petun, contraints
par I'Iroguois d'abandonner leur patrie, & de g'en-
foncer fi anant [62] dans les forefts, gu'ils ne puifient
eftre treuusz par leurs eonemis. Ces pauures gens
g'enfuiant & fajfant chemin par des montagnes & fur
des rochers, an traners de ces grands biois inconnus,
Brent heureufement rencontre d'vne belle Riniers,
grands, larpe, profonds, & comparable, difent-ils, &
noftre grand fieune de S, Laurens. Iis treuwerent
fur {es rines la grande Nation des Alimi¥ec, qu les
recent tres-biem. Cette Nation eft compofée de
foizante Bourgades, ce qui nous confirme dans la
conneiffance, que nous auions delia, de plnfieurs
milliers de peuples qui remplifient toutes ces terres
du Conckant.

Eeuenomz 3 nos denz Frangois: comtinuant leur
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there who had but just arrived from those upper
countries, with three hundred Algonkins, in sixty
capoes loaded with furs, Following is an account
of what they saw with their own eyes;® it will give
15 & view [61] of the condition of the Algonking of
the West, as we have until now mentioned thosze of
the North.

“ They passed the winter on the shores of lake
Superior, and were fortunate epough to baptize there
twi hundred little children of the Algonkin Nation
with whom they first made their abhode., These
children were the wictims of disease apd famine;
and forty went straight to Heaven, dying scon after
Baptiam.

* During their winter season, our two Frenchmen
made divers excursions to the gurrounding tribes.
Among other things, they saw, six days' journey
beyond the lake toward the Southwest, a tribe com-
posed of the remnants of the Hurons of the Tobacco
Mation, who have been compelled by the Iroguois to
forsake their native land, and bury themselves so deep
[62] in the forests that they cannot be found by their
epemies. ‘T'hese poor people —fleeing and pushing
their way over mountains and rocks, through these
vast unzknown forests— fortunately encountered a
beautifnl River, large, wide, deep, and worthy of
comparison, they say, with owr great river St Law-
rence. On its banks they found the great Nation of
the Alimiwee, which gave them a very kind recep-
tion. This Nation comprises sixty Villages —which
confirns us in the knowledge that we already
possessed, concerning many thousands of people who
fill all those Western regions,

“ Let us rettrn o cur two Fremchmen. Continu-
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ronde ils furent bien {furpris en vifitant les Nadgechi-
gec; [63] ils virét des femmes défipurées, & A quion
atoit coupé le bout du nez iufqu'an cartilage, de forte
gt’elles paroiffoient en cette partie du vifage, comme
des teftes de mort: de plus, elles anolent {ar le haut
de la tefte vme partie de la pesu arrachée en rond.
S'sftant informez d'vu prouenscit ¢ mannais traite-
ment, ils apprirent auec admiration, que ¢'eftoit la
loy du pais, qui condamne & ce [upplice toutes les
femmes adulteres, afin qu'elles portent grandes fur
le vifage la peine & la honte de leur pechd: ce qui
rend lz chofe plus admirable, c'elt que chaque
homme ayant en ce pals-1d lept ou huit femmes, &
par confequent la tentation eltant bien plus grande
parmi ces paunres creatures, dont e wvoes font tou-
fiours plus cheries gque les autres, ia loy [64] neant-
moins fe garde plus exackement qu'elle ne feroit
pett-eltre dang les Villes les mienx policées, fi glle v
eftoit eftablie. 5i des Barbares qui ne font infiruits
que par la loy de la nature, ont de {i beaux fentimens
de l'homnnefteté; quels reproches feront-ils va iour
atix Chreftiens liberting, qui ont commandement de
fe crener plufteft les yeux que de leur rien permettre
au preiudice de Ieur falut? Ce gui ne fe fait pas
parmi les Chreftiens, eft pratiqué par des SBaunages,
qui retranchent leag parties les plus vifibles du vifage
qui a ferui de fcandale & de pierre d'achopement.
Nos Frangois ont vifité les quarante Bourgs dont cette
Nation eft compoide, dans cing defquels on compte
fufgqu’d ecing mille hommes: mais 1 fant prendre
congé de ces peuples, fans faire [65] pourtant grande
ceremaottie, pour entrer dans les terres d'vne antrs
Nation belliqnenfe, & qui auec {es fleches & fes ares
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ing their circuit, they were much surprised, on
visiting the Nadwechiwee, [63] t0 see women dis-
figured by having the ends of their 2oses cut off down
to the cartilage; in that part of the face, then, they
resemble death’s heads. Moreover, they have a
round portion of the skin on the top of their heads
torn away, Making inquiry as to the cauvse of this
ill treatment, they learned, to their admiration, that
it is the law of the country which coademns to this
punishment all women guilty of adultery, in order
that they may bear, graven ontheir faces, the penalty
and shame of their gin. What renders thiz castom
the more admirable is that, although each man in
that country has seven or eight wives, and tempta-
tion is, comsequently, much stronger among those
poor creattres,—some of whom are always more
cherished than the others,—yet the law [64] is more
sirictly exectuted there than it would be perhaps in
the most highly civilized Cities, if it should be estab-
lished therein. If Barbarians, who are instructed
waly by the law of nature, have such excellent senti-
ments of chaatity, what reproaches will they make
gome day to the libertine Christians who have the
commandment to pluck out their own eyes rather
than permit themselves anything prejodicial to their
salvation? What ig not done zmong Christians is
practiced by Savages, who cut of the most con-
spicuous parts of the face that has proved a scurce
of scandal and a stumbling-Mock., Our Frenchmen
vigited the forty Villages of which this Nation is
composed, in five of which there are reckomed as
many as five thousand men. But we must tzke leave
of these people,— witbout [65] much ceremony,
however,—and enter the territories of anotber
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selt rendug auwfli redoutable parmi les Algonking
[operienrs, que 1'Iroqueis Velt parmi lea inferiewrs;
aufli en porte-t-elle le nom de Psalak, c'eft & dire les
Guerriers.

Comme le bois elt rare & petit chez eux, la nature
lewr & appris A faire du feu auec du charbon de terre,
& i conurir lenrs cabanes auec des peaux: quelgues-
vns plus indnfirienz fe dreflent des baftimens de
terre graffe, & peu prés comme les hirondelles baiftif-
fent leurs mnids; & ils ne dormiroient pss moins
doucement fons ces peanx & {ous cette boud, qus les
grauds de la terre fous leurs lambris dor, s'ils
a'spprebendoient les Iroguois, qui les viennent [G6]
chercher & cing & fix cant lisués loin.

Mais fi 1'Iroquois ¥ va, pourquay a'irons nous pas
sufli? §'il ¥ 2 des congueltes A faire, pourgooy la foy
ne les fera-t-elle pas, puifgu'elle en fait par toutle
mondet Voilh des peuples infinis; mais le chemin
en eft fermé: il faut dene rompre tous les obftacles,
& paffant 2 travers de mille morts, {e latter au milien
des flammes pour en deliurer tant de pamures
Nations. Onmnes'eft pas épargné nf pour 1'vn ni ponr
Vantre, & on n1'a laifié perdre ancune occafion qui fe
loit prefentée, pour nourir A lent fecours; & nous y
courons encore prefentement, comme ie diray aprés
anoir vo pen parlé de l'efiat pitciable ot 1'Trognois
a rednit les Hurons,
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Nation, which is warlike and which with its bows and
arrows has rendered itself as redoubtable among the
upper Algonking as the Iroguois among the lower;
and szo it bearz the name of Ponalak, which means
* Warriors.'

" As wood is scanty in sapply and small in size in
their counttry, nature has taught them to make fire
with ¢oal from the earth and to cover their cabins
with skins. Some of the more ingenious make them-
selves buildings of loam, very neatly as the swallows
burild their nests; and they wounld sleep not less com-
fortably under these skins and this mud than do the
great ones of the earth under their golden canopies,
if they did not fear the Iroquois, who come [66]
in search of them from a2 distance of five and sixz
hundred leagues,”

But if the Iroquois goes thither, why shall not we
also? If there are conquests to make, why shall not
the faith make them, since it makes them in all paris
of the world? Behold countless peoples, but the
way o them is closed; therefore we must hreak down
all obstacles, and, passing through a thonsand deaths,
leap into the midst of the flameas, to deliver thereftom
g0 many poor Nations,. Welave not spared ourselves
for any of them, nor have we let slip a single oppor-
tunity that has presented itsalf for hasteming to their
aid; and we are running to succor them again at
the present time, as I shall relate after saying a few
words coneerning the pitiable condition to which the
Iroqueis bas redoged the Hurons.



