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INTRODUCTION

Fifty yeara have paszed minece the Confedsrats attack
o Fort Sumier. The story of the terribls War hetween
the Btates, which followed that dramatic episode, has heen
told by thonsands of writers, who have tonshed on almpgt
every phass of the strnggle. But curicusly enongh, the
part takan by the patriotic women of the North has thas
fav failed of adequate description. Their hearta responded
-to the appesl of the Union as quickly =nd as mobly as -
thoas of the men. At firet, however, their opportunities
for service did not equal their sagemess to help; bat it
was goon realized that woman’s office in the conflict was
of its kind as importaot as that eof the marching rank
and file. They lent enconragement and helpful gympathy
" in & hundved practical ways. They not only sanctioned
- but urged the enlistment of ther fathers, sona, brotheis,
and] lovers, They minigtered to organized companies and
rﬁphmtn before the departure for the front. "When once
* the volnteers were In the fie1d, boxes of daintips and
_ mﬂ:ﬂnwarnmttuthsmfmmmn&, amitha a.ml
wmdatl appealed especially to the boundless chayity of

ind.

.l.tﬁqtthaaforh of the women were nnorganized and
ipdividual. But as the fruit of expexience, their Iepders
devised mud carefully managed on ndmirable system of
organized aid and relief. The resnlt was an incalenlable

[xv]



BRI Agement of the miseries of war, Ts accompligh these
sanitary and curstive results, large funds were needed.
Here again the organizing ability of women, never more
ponspicuonsly evidenved, came inte pley. Every possi-
ble eonree of reverme was drawn npon. Partienlarly
profitable wera the great fairs and axhibitions which they
held iz important centrey of population.

Women likewise were found at the front as nurses, hos-
pitsl metrons, senitary agents, Christisn Coramiasion work-
em, snd occesicnelly aa '“Denghtera of the Regiment’
or wg offieers’ wives. Bwi the beaviest burden mndoubi-
edly was carried by those who remsined st home In
addition to their much-needed wark of relief, many la-
bored steadily upon the farme and in the shops, as hread-
winners for their families, while the men were serving
iIn the repks The extent of thelr co-operation in this
direction ¢an pever defmitely be. ascertained With a
tireless and conrageoun energy worthy of Spartan mothers,
they kept the wheels of industey in motion, gnd thus saved
the country from eeonomic tnin It in probable that
future Listorisme of the War may consider this the most
mportent contribmtion of Northern women to the cawse
of the Union. .

Early in its career, the Wisconsin History Commisgion
ma;ngad to present st least a snmmary stetement of the
ahare of Wiscongin women in thess seversl lines of war-
time artivity. The tesk of eollecting and classifying the
data, and presenting it im literary form, was (onder the
goraral direetion of the Committes on Fublization} under-
taken by Miea Ethal Alice Hurn of Oshkosh, at that time
a stodent in the University of Wisconsin. The Commis-
glon now takes pleasnre in poblishing this interesting and
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valanble sudy, which amply justifisg her selection for so
difficolt & task.

Diflicult, because testimony concerning the four years’
war-work of the women of our Stete was not easy sither
to discover or to interpret. 'Their dedda were performed
merely & matter of duty or hourtfelt desire, with ne
thought of proclaiming them to the world. Misa Hura's
material conld be found only in stattered contemporsry
corraspondence and subsequent reminiscence, in pemphlet
reporte of fairs and mocieties, in newepaper files, snd in
verbal ptatements and letters obtained by her from ane-
vivore. From these disassoviated bricks and movtac of
higtory, she has eonstrueted her edifice. The resclt is an
onumal presentetion of the sympethetic and sanitive
forecs umderlying the terrible siresa of war. Bbe has
given sapecial emphesis 1o the work of one or two waomen
of nnususl ehility, whom circomstsnces placed in posi-
tionz of nationg] importance. But the record in chiefly
that of the average womah, who with cheerfnlnesz and
fidality approaching the heroic, met and grappled with the
problems foreed upon her by the War, The (ommission
believes that this record will not be received with indifter-
ence in the homes and at the hearthaides of the Wisconsin
people of our own day. '

. Tha index ia the work of apother Wisconsin woman,
Dr. Louina Phelps Eellogg, of the editorial staff of the
Wisconsin Historieal SBociety. Her family traditions con-
nest her clogely with the sanitary work of Milwankee
women during the giant contest that not anly *‘tried
men's ponla” bmi fired the heartn of their womenkind.

R 4. T
Wconsry Hmmomioar LIBRARY

May, 1911
[ xvii ]



AUTHCR'S NOTE

The awthor is nnder special obligations to Mrs. James
Selkirk of Clinton for aceesa to the Harvey manuseript.
Among many others, the following have also been of
much asmistance in this onderfskivg: Mr. Peter Van
Vechten snd Mra. Cszroline Bell of Milwankee, Miss
Mary E. Bimmons of Beloit, Mrs. Martha Showalier of
Lancaster, Hon. H. 'W. Rood and the lete Judge E W.
Keyen of Madison, Mrs. Mery B. HRobison of Teopeka
{Eansas), Miss Mary A, Lapham of Qcopomewee, and
Mr. A . Wallin of Pra'ric du Chiegn.

Thronghout the work, freqnent and helpful snpggestions
have been received from Drs B J. Torpay, C. R, Fish, and
R G. Thweites of the Department of History in the State
University. The last named, in the capacity of Editor
of the Wiseongin History Commisgion, hes with gresat care
prepared the manuseript for the press znd sepervised its
publicetion.

E AH
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Wisconsin Womenin theWar

Chapter I

The Departure of the Regiments

After the firing on Fort Snmber the North smddenly
awoks to A realization that civil war wes inevitable, and
preparsd accordingly. From s.pescaful, industriel com-
wpnity Wisconsin was quiekly transformed inte a hive of
military activity. Every towa, village, and hambet became
A recrniting station, and whenever enlistments were men-
tioned, & thrill ran through every sommunnity.

Under such circnmstsnces the proclamaticn of Governor
Bandall, April 22nd, 1861, to the *‘Patrictdc Women of
Wisconsin®’ was peculisrly inspiring. In it he said:

I know that yon wil' respond chespiully to mF request that
you cottribute Four ald Ln the present criels, in the way of
praparing liot end bendegea for the upe of the army. A much
larger amamt of euch necagueriea for an Army may ba pres
pured, than may be requivsd by the pons of Wisconsin, but in

tha bng war likely to follow, there mey bs thonsands who w1
requite awh kindoess, = = &

It &= Fonr covptry and your government as well as theivg that
1s mow in danger, zpd Fou can give atrength and cournge and
WATH EFmpethica and chesring worde to those who go to de

[x]



WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

batils fer all that 13 danr to ua hare, Bliter as the parting may
be to many, 1 am eesured that you will bid them go bravaly for
ward tor God and Liberty, t0 “vetort with their shislis, ar on
tham.” I commend ths solflers to voar kKindness, snesurage-
ment and prayers, with full copfidence that when occasion calls,
many, ¥ory wmany Florencw Hightlugales will be found in our
Foodly land. 1 )

No one ean donbt the petriotism and enthusisam of the
women of those dapa. They entered heart and seul inte
<very vonceivable activity of the time. They followed Gov-
ernor Randall’s advice—scraped lint, made bandages, and
ancouraged men to enlist. Many war-meetings were held
in gontherm Wiseonsin, which were attended by women s
well az by mep,

L ' A Rally

A fypical relly war nsuslly condncted as follows. A
few days beforshand s notice was sent to the people of the
distriet, announcing that p warmeeting wonld be held at
a certain time and place, that a well-known orator wonld
speak, and that there would be *‘an abundance of martial
muxic on the programms.”” On the evening chosen, such
members of the loeal aompany 45 desized fc gu, entersd
wagons provided for the purpese, and formed a procesgion
moviog through the town with colers fying, drume beating,
accompanied by much cheering. In the meantime & crowd
baving mseembled at the plaee of meeling, cheered lustily
as the soldiers dismonnied, to which the latter responded,
and mush enthusisem wag evoked. A recent writer thus
describes such ap oedasion :

1 Officiel publleation Lo Wisrontin Slote Jourmol (Madison},
April 23, 1861,
f2]



DEPARTURE OF THE REGIMENTS

After the teane hed bean cared for, and all wers setlsd [n the
s:bool-biase, A2 & matter of conrse a0me mosie woukl ba called
for, a0d there, while the sbrill tones from Rube Gresn's ffe
would almoat plerce holes thromgh the window panes, Tirume
Hurlbutt, asclog the admicing gaze of all the conniry maidens
centered wpon klo, would fairly astonish them by bis dextsrity
Iln hapdting the sbicks: and Jim Salomon would eo balabor hiy
ol baan drum thet the Ioosensd plagter would drop from the
catling. a

The effect of the mugic gpon the audience wes ingtpnta-
neons; all were thue pnt inte the best poasible frame of
mind for hearing the *'minging address of the captain, the
ezt thing on the programime.'’ Then followed calls for more
muste, mceesded by more cheers. At {hiz paychologies!
moment the captain would zive a hearty invitation for
iha yoong men te join the company, wherenpon a deep
gilence gensrally fell upon the audienee, for while it was
eagy ensugh to use their lunge in sach a csnas, actual en-
Listment was a very serions matter,

At thla polnt io the meetloz the yonpg ladies wers genernily
mors snthosicatic than the boys, whether hocaoss of thelr more
Snbenpe pairlotlsm, or becsuse, howwver wromght np they might
bacoras, toncerning the duty of enlistment, they ware safs frooe
any personel appeal to put down thedr own Damee, I do ot
pretend to say, We Bl kbew that. a8 & matier of course, avecr
good gir] was a gatriotic girl, and eqoally” well we koew, thab

bed avery girl of them desired teo colist, bt one of them would
e acrapted &

How and then a young girl would add her powers of
persnfsion io those of the captain, and would urge the

I W. Roodl, Qompany E ond the Twelfih Wisconrin in the
War for (he TUrion {Miloeokes, 1553, pp. 47, 48.
2T, PP A8, 5D
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WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

-boys to enlist, hinting thet a young fellow who was as
brave and placky a2 John would surely not need coaxing,
this was & most trying sitnation for the poonr fellow, who
probably wished at the moment that both be mand his girl
bad stayed af home. At one such meeting 4 esrtnin young
girl became very enthusiastic and '

chesred with the imem Bod boye, <lapped her hande every tme
the sepisin mede & pacticularly good print, sna waved her hand-
karchisf at tbe band when they played “The girl I left beblnad
@e." When ptirring sxboriatlons to enllat were hrought to Gear
upon the roung men, ghe becafia ke siprezslve and abthozlag
tic than aver. Al laxt ghe apoRa right ont In mesting =¢ follaws:
“John, if you do not aniist, "1l never leét yono kisR me again as
long a& T live! Now you miod, eir, I meanr what I payr. "1

Poor Johnt be had oo sort of notion of enlisting, bnt hig pairl-
ole glel had put befors him AD alternative thet mads hism fairly
tremble with Indecision. Put John's miseyy wos the ceuss
of much merriment in such a exowd al such & time; aspeclally it
Aamuded the members of our compaey, and they exliortsd him
gomething after thia Mshion: “Johm, you'd baiter go with aa!
Come now, Joho, 11 I ware in your place I'd anliat, belore 1°d glve
up, what you'va got to." ¢ )

But it was quite evident that John had lost all interest
in the meeting and that he stnbbornly refosed to enlist,
History dees not divalge whether or not the patrictic girl
Eopt her vow.

Althongh this was the uenal type of 8 rally, methods dif-
" fered in different towns. In some places & choir both of
men and women wounld begin the exercizes with bright and
lively songs to arouse enthugisem, fhen change to more
guiet and plaintive tunes t6 evoke the patriotism of these

4 Ivig, p. 50
B Ibid, pp. 50, B1.

[4]



DEPARTURE OF THE REGIMENTS

it wae hoped would enlist. After this cccurred, the singers
would again burst jubilanotly ints patriotic melodies.

Sueh rallies ware frequent during the eartier vears of
the war; and while not always successfol in seeuring en-
listments, they were valnable in arowsing the commumity
to serionsly consider the war and its lssues. The following
iv an instance well calemiated fo show the spirit of the
women who attended sneh meetinge:

There wae Bn enthuglastle war-meeting a faw miles from our
town Just before tha ppeaker avose to address the agudlance.
& goirnd ald lady cone to ber feab atid sald she had fve dons now
in the army, gghiing to maintain the nation’s honor, snd xnaothat
eom zhout alxtesm, whom ghe would gladly pehd a8 a drummar
bay, whooe bealth wonld oot pertoit bitn t¢ Agbt.  Aleo het hus
hand had jost enroVed his wame. “And now,” said sba, 'T pro-
powe three cheern for our goed old Aag!™ and with those words

she walkkad up and klassd the fleg thet she had yielded her
beart's treasura to posbaln, &

Auncther patriotic woman in gpeaking of her hueband
sdid, ‘7 would almost despise my busband and would
think him a aneair, it he hadn™ gone.*’ The following cir
cirmetange illustrates a fine type of patriotism and ralivions
Eaith. A wemap from Vernen County aceompsnied hep
husband tc the plase of emliatment, to see him sign his
nathe to the enlistment roll, since he was determibed o go.
As be laid down the pen, ahe took it up and wrote **God
bless amd protect you, my bhushand **7 But it remained

i glorferponttonce af Wirconein Polutieers (newspaper ellp
pings, shrlofty goldiery’ Lotters), sollectod by B B, Quinsr, In ‘Wis-
conaln Hietorieal Lileary.

T Dan Webster and Don C. Cameron, Sty of First TrissonHs
Battery {Weghicgion, Ir. <., 107}, p. 1.
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WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

for 8 Wanshara Connty woman to cap the climax by say-
mg, in & burst of patriotic fervor, that if she hed another
husband, ehe would eend him also. Bo it may be ammmed
that ‘Wisconsin women were as patriotic and sourageous in
giving up their soldiers, as the latter were in marching
away to fight for their conntry.

Drilling Becrusis

Everywhere, in small villages as well ag in fowns and
rities, the task of drilling reernite wae buskily going on, and
evergwhers people old end young were filled with &n-
thusisam and Jelight for afl things military., Even in the
villege, there was ' generaily more ox less 4 erowd at hand
to witnese [the avolutions of the eoldiers] apd hear the
sonl-stirring snd esrsplitting musiec of the fife and
drom, ***

While recroiting was going oo, deily drilla were held
the town square, where keeping step to Union muwsic was
vigoroualy practiced. *" (ffcers and men slike wers ignorant
of military tactics, and all studied with zealons determioa-
tion to mester the art of war. The park became an atiras-
tive place—atiractive to the youpg ladies g well s o
reernita; to the former [hesanse] they eould eew the soldisr
bova, and to the latter [bocguse] ihers the girl he was to
leave bohind him was sure to be, ™' *

Thers, 00, the presence of women wea effective, for
Ywhen the sgldiers were on the drill.ground uoder the ad-
miring gaze of a seora of Dbright eyves, they stood mp
straighter and taller and loocked manlier than aver before,

tRood, p. 43
3 Wehster and Cameroxn, p. T.

16]



DEPARTURE OF THE REGIMENTS

end as a mefier of faet * * *  alwaye got in their beat
work when they had a bevy of admiring maidens for apec-
tators, 't 19 .

Not only in villages did women turn cut to watch the
soldizrs, but the same interest was manilested in towns and
citias. ‘This iz shown by the remark made by a soldier at
Camp Utley, Racine: ““We marched slone Racine's most
aristoeratic girests, and every man did his best, for the
walka were filled with the belles of that fair city.""™t

Flag Raising

When this wave of enthosiasm for thinga militery and
patrictic swept over Wisconsin, & strong desire was created
to fly the American flag,

Huch o daplay of the naticnal colora had mever bees moun bé-
fore. PFleg ralsing waa ibha ovder of tha day. The (rinity of
red, white, and blue cclors were to be seen Fn Afl dirsctions.
Shop-keapers deavksd their windowe and coubters with € DMaa
wora 11 in neckiiss or in B roastte, ploosd oo the bresat or ted
In the button-hole. Women wore It coafpicmously also. Tha
tands playsd only patcioitic sice, and “Yaokes Toodle™ “Hel.
Whife, end Blue," and “Star Spangled Banosr” wonld have Beshn
worn thraed-bare, 1f poseible. 12

The flag foated mot sxly from halls, stores, dwellinge,
sthool-rooms, churehes, doors, windows, and dining-rooms,
but even adorned the parlors of cultivated women* Tt ia
ot surprizing, therefore, to find that flag-making waa

1 Rood, p. 42

11 Webgtsr and Cameran, p. 16

it J, H. Billings, Sard Tack ond Joffee {Boston, 1838). p. 42.

2 Willam Delose Love, Whcimdis is (ke War of he Re-
hefhen (Chicagn, 1266), » 125.
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WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

the order of the day. Lo every town and eity womeh weite
buzy making fisgs for the differemt military compamies,
These were of various materiala and designs, snd esch’
bore some inseription to distinguish it frem others. One
interesting dag ia thos dessribed :

It fa of dark bine o1k with & silver frioge, On oo i
palnted a ghield, lnecribed “Racine 1541, with a natlona] fng
draped ob elther eide of 1f, curmonstsd by an eagla, holding
the bolte of Jova. Above 1z the motto “Ramember Sumtar!™ On
atroile near the center ie written, "For Freedom snd for God'
On the reverse im a ahleld with a atar, surrspnded by miljlary
¢mhleme with the name of the company lnecribed. 1

A Laneastar benner, on 4 backgronnd, profussly ademed
with mosattes, bors the inseripticn, ‘“Lend iz our King, not
Cotton, *7 10

Another flag from the ssme town war made of cream-
colored linen with the following inscription in large Black
Iettere: **Lead mines of Grant. We are called. "We have
come. Wiscongin:'’ The other gide of this banner wag
made of blue silk, and bors the inscription, "*'We plsdge
tt lives, our fortunes, shd our seered honor,”*1* Mot evety
henner was made of silk, however; for ons, worthy of imén-
tion, was of merine, its etaff being surmownted by a globs.
This one had specifie interest, becanze the young givls whn
made it gave up the joys of dancing for the sthePer pas-
time of mwing.

The flagy thus far described were not pational, bat de-
gigned ag emblems for loeal companies. United States flagn

1 Corred, Wis. Folwndesrs, |, B, Ti.
1o I, p. T
15 Ma. lettar of Mra. Martha Bhowelter, Lanrhaker.
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DEFPARTURE OF THE REGIMENTS

were alse occasionally presented, although these were usu-
ally furnished by the State,

After the fall of Fort Sumier the pupils of the Belait
High Sshool were filled with enthusiesm and said, *“We
must have » flag.’” * 8¢ the boys bought the material, and
the girls made it, our principal ldding oé “not to make
the stitches 50 long that the birds wonld cateh their feet
in them.” "7 The women of Baloit also Jdesired to meke
a United States flag, but wars told that the Government
would fornish it; “‘and besides,’’ added the women, *fif
we made it a8 big as our hearta, no eolor sergeant eould
eatry it :

A umiqne flag, and one that savored of Revolutionary
devs, waa roade in & little eoundtry village and raised July
¢, 1261, The women of the family made the stripes of
muslin snd tarkey-red ealico, and a piece of the daughter's
blue apron (for eottom cloth was denr) formed the bask-
ground for the stare, which were siz:pointed and patterned
aftor & drawiog by the younger son.  The dag pole waa
made by e son, home on sick leave, and so the flag repre-
seated the anited efforts of the whole patriotic family.:®

Fleg Presenlotions

Since so many flags were made by the women for the de-
parting troops, it is not surprising that almost every town
had itz formal flag presentation, on which oceasion the
paople gathered together to listen to **words of tenderest

it Ma. letter of Mary E 2lmmons {Beloft, parch 4, 1510,
W Zheboypan Telegran: {Pecember 2, 1H04),
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WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

encouragement, spoken by some yormg girl with cheek and
heart aglow.’* ™

The presentation of a fiag to the First Wisconsin Regi-
ment by Mra, George Walker, in behalf of tha ladies of
Milwaukes, eceurred st Camp Scott oo Mejy 8, 1861. The
speach was made in ¢he presenee of the Governor, Brigadier-
(General King, and other Wisconsin officers. After a re-
view of the regiment a hollow wuare wae formed, and Mrs.
Walker was introduced to the itreops. ®

The following sentences of her address reflect the apirit
of the oncasion:

In canfiding this bakoer to e upheld by FOUr lrodE Arme
and dauntless vearts, we fest that you will never permit a
hostile or traltors Gag L0 asaume the placa of the glorious and
unsullied ptara énd stripes, which have been, with the blessing
of God, aud ever sheu be, & avmboel of our haticnsl E L o

The ladles, who heve prepared this besuilful standard, baye
adoroed fte azure feld with a atar for each atate of the Unkou,
waking thirty-tear o il We have made oo distioction, ealeot-
iog syme acd sxcloding others, hat have emh'u_ad mr whols
ocuniry with all ita hmoinaries shining, fo* we cAn retogoize Do
peccErlon from the glorious sisterbood of states.

Such spesches flled the listening soldiers with an in-
tense patriotism, which the following quotation well ex-
presses: ‘‘Not one bat resclved to face even death with
wnflinching nerve, and to always keep in mind ss their
watehword, ‘Desth before dishenor,® ** 3=

1% Mre. 8. E. Eenghew, Gur Branch ond Jiy Tridotariss {(Chl-
cago, 156E), p. 20,

& Love, p. 213

= Jhid, p. 214-

2 Dorrea. W la. Volusteery, §, p. 24
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DEPARTURE OF THE REGIMENTS

Banguels for the Soldiers

In many towns the departing soldiers were served with
special lunchecms or suppers, which were much sppre
viated by the local companies. Thess were particularly note-
worthy in Milwankee, Madizon, Harine, Lo Croasse, Osh-
kosh, and otber places where cempa wers located On
Thahkegiving, Recine women furnished the men in camp
with a Thankesiving dioner, ai which twelve nmdred
doughnuts, five hundred pies, £nd & hundrad and seveniy-
five terkeys were eaten. A acldier whe attended thiz ban-
quet wrote: ““We had eold turkey, rosst chicken, apple,
punplkin, sand mince pies, sponge eake, pound eake, and in-
deed everything the most fastidiows could wish for, and
above all, the ladies seemed to tale a speeial delight in
smiling upon ua, while we wers eating '’ ¥

Perhaps the most ambitione attempt of this sort was
wade at Madison in July, 1861. The patriotic men and
women ¢f the city snd surrownding country met at As
sembly Hall i the Capltsl, and resolved to entertein the
Fourth snd Fifth vegiments. The plan wag, that the
women from the eounntry should furnish the mbstantiz]
part of the meun, including ehickens, lambs, boiled ham,
vegetables, butter, sream, epgs. and cake; while the Madison
women bronght jelly, pies, and other delicacies, Bix thou-
ssnd people attended this banguet, many of them from
Middleton, Cottage Qrove, and Sun Prairie. They came
in wagons and carriages with waving banners and musie,
bringing their provisioms, which the Madison women re-
refved and disposed of. Meanwhile, the soldiers st Cemp

4., 1, p. 78
(1]



WIRCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

Randall had decorated the grounds for the occcasion, by
meking designe of white sand, bordered with pebbles.
Among the fignres were Learts, diamonds, cireles, flags, and
shieldg—each company bavipg a different emblematic de-
vice. Among the inseriptione were: ‘'Rebals, blow your
horn ;"' ““Ladies of Bane, the Beaver Dlam Rifles appreciate
vour kindness;'’ and ““Remember Somier!’ The most
elaborate sttempt at decorstion was made by Company E.
**Here was an glevetion of am immensa virele, in ths aenter
of which was the Wisconsin coat of srms, badger and ol
This was a most elaborate pices of work, showing superior
taste and skill. The badger, like all the devices about the
grounds, wag made of petblez and prosented a very fair
apimsl. Aromnd the eirols were tha words, ‘Jeneavills
Light Guard. Deeds oot words.” The whole was taghe-
fally decorated with nuts, greeo and dry. ™’ 3

These indefstigable workera had also deeorated the din-
ing-hall with tushes snd leaves. Thuos the whols affair
presented & most festive appeatance, But the supper mrust
mot be forgotten. A writer deseribed it as follows:

Procisaly st five a'cloek sverything was in rendiness, and the
gixnal for supper was promptiy respended (o bY the antranes
of lire twenty comipanies loto (ba dioing hall. Befors Lonmeans-
Ing the feast, anch company 1o Lurm gwve thr*s rouslog cheecs
for the ladlew, and then the coder for three cheers by the two
reglmenta togsther wra glven, sod suoh cheern and tizers 39
wors taisad, Are paldomn hoprd. The best efforte of two thowsatd
thivats were glvan to the work, and as avifapes that 1t wake
mccedefnl, thege cheern were digtlpetdy heard §n el party of

(he clty. a distanes of a mile and & ball. Thera was pood fael-
ing thera and a greatl amcunt of it =

wnId, {, po. 210, 2311,
% Ibvéd, p. PIL RE ]
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DEPARTURE OF THE REGIMENTS

After tnpper the women were thanked for their sump-
tuons entertainment and then the regiments were drawn op
Tor dress parede, and & Aag was presented to sach. Subae.
guontly, other entertainments wera provided, and the grand
finale was & de#mee wpon the perade grounds, ‘‘in which
the sturdy soldiers and the fair damsels participated in
high glee. * * * Tt wes truly a happy day. The
weather was delightfnl, the ladise were agresable, the sol-
diers were gallant, and the ouisiders in general wers
pleased with everything. * * *We can only add, thet
the whole affair waa & perfoct suceess ; and o the ladies of
the country and the city be awarded nll the eredit. God
bleaz them pll. " ¥

Snsh elaborats entertainments na the foregoing were in-
froquent. yet on a smeller scale the same sort of thing
was beipg done in almost every village or town, for de
parting eoldiere, whose letters are full of appreciation for
such kindnesses, (Opster suppers. strawharry festivals, and
the like wera the favorite modes of entertalnment and often
a programme followed, as for example, when the Bank
County riflemen lefi home Thirty yonng girls, tastefully
dressed jp white, sang & national anthem, after which the
woluntests proceded to Kingston, where a reception and
feast were given them ¥ Danees were alste & popular form
of farewell to the aeldiers. These were nsually held ip the
town hall, where & erowd of friends and relatives gathered
to make merry with them. But the effort st cheerfulness
wag not always successinl, for oveasionally a devoted conple
would be scen dameing, while tears ran down their cheeks.

o Ihid, o 211
7 Ihid, p. 331
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One onlogker at such a gathering expreased the zentiment
of the asambled company when she said, I feel a8 though
I were going to danee on their graves. '

Not econtemt with daing everything possible for the
companies from their own towns, Wiseonsin women oifered
every posgible courtesy to the stranger companies march-
ing through. When the Seventh Regiment passed through
Janeaville on its way to Chicago, there were huzzas,
a weving of handkerchiefs, snd something more sub-
gtantial. Ag the two traine drew up alempaide of each
other, pails of coffae and buckets of ssndwiches, pies, cakes,
and apples were quickly distributed. =

At Kenosha & most successinl entertainment waz given
the First Regiment in Tuoe, 1865, A voluntesr wrote :

After a ghort imareh to a4 small grova, we Ata an axcalleni
dinner, prepared by the 1adise, Thin was by far the most pleas
pht ¢hhe we bave had gipes our enlistment, Everything that
we conld wish for 1o the shape of ples, caltas, and meats wers
fornlsbed Lo sbundtpce. The ladise flied the knappacks -of the
different companies with bisunlts, mest, and chesds, =

Oceasionslly hougqnets were bestowed npon the depert-
ing regiments, and even more intimate tokems; for “ some-
times gitly passed along the mide of the car, shaking handa
with their ‘brothers al,’ and occagionally some beld acl-
dier boy, with a spiee of fun or tenderpess in his beart,
world bring the face mear emough to imprint a ahaate
malnte. '’ But the tables wera twroed when a daring maid
kissed the entive membervhip of a loeal company, trom the

u;,;rbid, p. 372
i Ihvid, p. 985
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captain with his whiskers to the homblest private in the
ranks,

A large and handsomas ¢pke was given to Company A
by the Milwankes woman, secompanied by a gplendid bou-
quet which bore the inseription, *'Flowers may fade, but
the hovora of the brave never.”

Bometimes the compenies in the varions State camps re-
eeived gifts from their bome towns, and oceationally rela.
tives from home visited them. On May 24, 1861, the
Eenosha boyn st Camp Segtt were cheered by the visit of
nearly & hondred Eenoshs women, who ceme lsden with
4 bonutiful anpply of *cuisine dainties, prapared to tickle
the palate and make glad the haart.*’ 81

Visitors at the varicus camps became mors numerons
as the time for the companies to depart drew migh, snd
painful acenes were often witbessed by svmpsathetic on-
- lookers. A correspondent wrote:

Wa almoat dally witness thrilling ecensd, not blostsring.
bt calm hemt-maving coes, of parents visiting Uheir coms » * ¥
birgtbers atadl eisters Tislting prothers, ¢r prapcy wives often with
thelr preity babos, Tisitlog their husbands, eath bringing the
nsoldisr a Tew of the common Juzuries of heme as 3 Temeinbrais,
Beg him accompany ber to the gate. whore he must stop—good-
bye, goodbre, ther pasa sloug, and be looka Bo ateady, s0 sobar,
bt hir ayes begin to gllaten, as he turma ewey with o heart 0o
fall, & throat ton choked for utterance; perhepa It ix the laat
golbya to the dasreat on sarth st

Hueh g parting iz but a typs of whet ocearred in evary
horae or ctimp, where & soldier wea lonving hia beloved onm.

® Ibid, p. 33,
*ll Id, p. 8. v
uid, Wl p 4
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Umally the womnen were brave—0) ] ao brave—ounly to braak
down later, when they were sure that an exhibition of grief
wonld not nnoerve the man whose courage they had tried
g0 hard to sustain. In ooe case a soldier came back to
get some forgotten article only to find the mether
who before him had been B0 beave, sobbing uneon-
trollably, while the little brother lay weeping in her
arms.  But such scepma ought mot to be reported. They
shonld be imagined rather than expremed. It is enough to
aay, that these women, when they pianed on the rosette of
red, white and bine, or gave the littls Testament fo their
brave boya, were meking folly ae groat gparifices for their
country ss the departing aoldiers,

An account of the demonwiration in Milwaukes at the
departure of & regiment 38 recorded as follawa:

Tha sympathy of Milwauksa eitlzeny hae boon shown to as
In the brightegt ight. T 4id not pe a glogle window Lo all tha
Biresis we Dassad, without belng filled bath by magen and females;
the latter gracefully worlog thelr bhspdkerchlefs or HAdine de
tarewall and succens;, pmong whom many s mhender, blue-sysd
beanty came to our view, A muititnde of men, women sed
children foHowed we to the depot. 34

When the Twenty-fourth Regiment left Milwauokes, a
densely packed mazs of men, women, and children waited
patiently from sight o'cleck in the morning until one, when
a sudden shower sesttered them all for a time At three
o'olock the erowd gatherad again, and thourande came $o
say goodbye to acquaintances, friends, or relatives. ' Cheer
after cheer went np as they went down Main sireet [now
RBroadway], and the Newhall blossomed ont with wlyjte

sa fd, vill, p. G5
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bandkerchiefs, At the depot there were st least seven
thousand pecple, and the limite? space about the cara was
ol taken np with enthuosiastic friends, shaking handa and
maying good words. "' Though such a seena ssemad chearful
encugh to the soldier, ex¢ited over ihe prospect of hia
journey and the new life, there were plenty of shadowe to
soften tha high Light. A writer tells the following pathetic
atory:

A the men pasgad into the cere, a young girl, plainky drasesd,
approached one of the windows. Hiding her [aca ln ber handas,
and too much awed by (he crowd $o a0b &loud, ehe gaYe way (o
milent tesrs. A middlesged man, a private near ths farther
ik of the age for miljtary-servica, appearsd at the car window,
ioward which the girl was drawn, and took off hie cap with =
troabling and unnsyvad hapd, whils gilant tear: courssd down hils

wmtherbastan chaskn, A [Ether was apparantly bid2kng hia
child an nespolcen farewall 24

From the foregoing, it appeara that the women of Wis
oonsin were &8 patrictic a3 the men during the days when
the regiments marched awsy; their cogrege was aven
greater, for:

Heroic melee the country baera

But daoghiers Zive up mora chan aocen.
Flazn wave, drume beat, snd 1nawarss
Tou fiaeh your stuls cut with the guns
Ani take your Heaven at omce!

Bul wel—we cpiy heart and hoine

Of life'a 1lfs, 1ove! wa bear to think
Ton'ra gons,—to feel Pon OayF ol CO@S,—
To hear the door-lateh stle and chek;

Yet, oD mora you! . . . 1Orelnk &

Hid, x, p 881 _
= Hllzabeth Barrett Brownlogz “FPartiog Lovers” In Oomplste
Poctical Works (Cambridze editlon, 18%0), I 446
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Chapter 11
Soldiers’ Aid Societies

When Lineoln in April, 2561, isaned his firet call for
troops, the women thromghout the ecomntry bheld maetings
to eonfer with regerd to the best means of organized help
for the soldiers. In maoy ways this was & remoarkable
movement. Tradition, custom, instinet, aod the isolated
life im small communities broken inte separate religious
sects, opposed s general unicn Nevartheless, regardless of
creed or social position, women began ai once fo form
& national organizaiion to minister to the srmy. ™

Hanitary Comniizsion

The Women’s Central Association of Relief, formed at
New York in April, 1861, was the fvst step toward the or-
panization of the TFnited Bistes Sanitary Commisgsion, ¥
Progident, Lineoln failed at- firet 4o realize the groat heonfit
to be derived from each en orgenizetion; he described it
as 8 “‘fifth wheel to the ¢oach,” but finally he gave hia
congent to the formation of a ' Commisgion of inguiry and
pdrica with respest to the sanitary interests of the United

»4 Tda M. Tarbell, “The Amearizan Woman” fo dmericon Hags
site {Aprll, 1919). p 811,
47 Rosgitar Johnean, Shori Himtory of (Re Wor of Eamu{m
(Boston, 1888, pD. 362, 362
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SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETIES

States forces.'' Jupe 13, 1881, this committee received
from Lineoln and Simon Cameron (at that time Secretary
of War' an order autherizing the formation of the Sani-
tary Commissivn.

The object of the Sanitary Cammmun wak to do what
the Governtment eould mot accomplish. The latter nnder
took to provide afl thet was necessary for the soldier,
whether mick or in good health, whether in active parvice
or in the hospitel. But from the very netors of things, thie
was sh noreslized jdesl. The Commission was to meet the
emergency cansed by the breakdown of governmentsl ma-
chinery ; it made provizion for all needs, and sought alwayw
to mopplement, nover to supplant the Government., Tt nevar
forgot that it must be subordinste to army rlea and regn-
latinons ; that it mnet not woder any sivcomatances break
down the essential military discipline on which so much
dependead. **

Tha work of the (lommiseion was mmprah&nmwa in ita
scape, including many lines of nsefulness. It sent medical
inspectors to the army to report on sanitary conditions and
administraticn, prepared cighteen trestizes on the Dest
means of preserving heelth in camps, pot trained nursed
inte the bospitals established soup depots, and invented
hospital-cars for 3 more humane transporfation of the
wonnded Tt had alse a general relief-department, with
twelve branch depots in the large cities; each of these had
auxiliaries, engaged in obtsining sopplies. The special re.
lief department established forty lodgen for sink soldiers;
thess were scattered along the rowte of the army. It

" Mury L Livermore, ¥y Story of fre War {Hartford, Oonn.,
1639, p. 12
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founded elaim, pension, and back-pay agemeies, and printed
& bospital directory. Musi invaluable was ita wystem of
battlefield relief, throngh which thouseads of dollars worth
of aanitary sopplies wers distributed after the great bat-
uﬂ =

Althoough the administrative responsibility of thin or-
ganization was assmmed by imen, it was the women of the
North who were the bone and sinew of the Commisgion,
for by their generons contributions and patriotio spirit they
kept it alive. From an historieal standpoint the organies
tion, althongh. cntside the Government, sseumed rertain
governmental powers and duties. From a humane stand-
point it expremed the blended churity of all the loyal
gtates, gathered and organized aceording to a carefully
studied method approved by the Government, guarsoteed
efficiency, econcmized enerzy, and secursd contiomance of
the generans love, looking out with aching eyes and waiting
handa from almost every home tbhroughout the Jand, +©

The Chicage branch of the Banitary Commission, becanee
of it convenent loestion, bocame the channel throngh whish
most of tha sepplies frem Wisconsin were went to the front,
On Oetober 17, 1861, this branch wes orgaaized, and almost
immadiately the women of the Northwest began to send
large donations to ita qnarters. The energy, earnesipess,
and patriotizm of these women of the Nerthwest was ad-
mirable as waa shown by letters roveived by the Sanitary
Commissisn, which eame from cities, towne, villages, and
prairie settlements, snd were in themselves a * monument

& thd, pp. 130-132.
w T, B. Ranitary Commission Bulletén {New Tork, 19%¢), 1, pp.
280, 250
[20]



SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETIES

# the patriotism, sbility, znd eulture of the wiiters, '’ 11
Reguests for instroctions show a remarkable clesrnass
of thought. These emanated from every point, and were
acinsl reports of admirably orgapized societics, whose
business methods were s0 good that the exclamation, “*Tha
Morthweet ia full of wonderful women !'* was quite justified.

Misdivected Engroies

While companies were forming and -departing, one reso-
Iute parpose lay deep in the heart of every Wisconsin wo-
man ; namely, to do &ll pessible to bring comfort apd en-
coursgement 40 the departing regiments. Such a strong
faoling did not remain long mexpressed. A period of mig.
directed effort waz the ramli—tnigdivested in the sense
that the women failed te reslize that they wore doing harm
in persiatently sending bozes of jellies and sweelmesds to
men whoe were undergoing the process of acolimetiza-
tion, and aleo misdirected when their time and Jabor wers
spont on nmneeassary sbd usclems articles, sach az have
lacka, Societies were even formed for this purpose alope,
their expsuses being defraved by “‘havelock sociahlea’
Mot until bales of havelocks wera mede did they realize
that the gifia were neeless, and that the men received them
with merriment snd pot them to every possible use, except
the ome for which they wers intendad, namely ae o protes-
tiom for the head from the hot rays of the sun. +*

These early sfforts likewise 4id not sim at the hroader
patriotism, which eeeks to benefit the sick or wounded

e

i Henghew, p, 22,
2 Ivid, pix 3, 21.
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soldier regerdless of his company, regiment, or state. As
time passed, however, Wisconmin women realized their
mistakes, and like the gther loyal women of the Noxth, were
&8 enxions tv rectify them as they had been headlong in
rerpetrating them.

. Aid Bocieties Formed

Hhorily after war was declared, Wisconsin women hegan
to meet to make garments for the soldiers. Thes: gather-
inge were at flrat spontanecus apd conld hardly be given
s name. They were prompted by the exigensies of the time
and animated by the thought +hat several enthosinstic, in-

" dustrious women eonld aceomplisth more when working
together than peparstely. As timg went cp, and the in-
fiuence of the Sanitary Commission grew stromger, mmch
gotherings hecame regular aid soctetics, with offlears, rolea,
aod s defloite scheme of operation. This wes accemplished
all the mora eazly, becanse many Wisconsin women were
used to s@Amflar ohnreh organizations, and Like their New
Enpland sigtors had long werleed in missionary and sewing
posieties. Aw a rule the women whe had been prominent
in the esrliar organizetions, becarne the leaders in the aid
societies, s0 that the movement in Wisconsin went rapidly
forward.

Althongh the sid societies were informat during the first
years of the war, a definite wheme for somdueting them
had been evolved by I863; this Jid mach to inercase ther
efficiency. **  According to this plan the women who wished
to orgnnize a soeiety dstermined upon s certain day and

o Women's Central Assocletion of Rellef™ In 7. B Sanitary
Commikeion Builetis, 1, pp. 370, ITL
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place for o public meeting; all the women and the young
girls of the neighborhaod were invited to attend. Ministers
were salked to announca this invitation from the pulpits, and
a notice was placed in the post office. The object of the
societies was to provide for the comfort of aick and wownded
eoldiers of the Unjted Statee Army. The offiecrs were as
follows: a president, ve vies presidents, a secretary and
treasurer, 8 committee on cutting, and another on packing.
The doties of the president were to preside at all meet-
ings, to heve the genera] interestz of the soeiefy in charge,
and to purehase all materisls. Her dudy T wae likewisa o
- presant & plan for the snsuing month, afier having con-
mlted with the vice-presidents and the tressurer. Oms of
tha vice.presidents was to preside in the abeence of the
preaident; all five, in conmection with the president and
1he seeretary, wers to devise means for impreving and in-
ercasing the nsefulness and effieimey of the sociely, At
the meetings one of the vice-presidents distributed the work,
sppervised it generally, and coflected it agaim. Ii was
the duty of the viee-presidents to canvass the village
and neipghborhood for the purpose of gesuring a2 many mom-
bers wg possible.® It waos soppested that a divisicn into
dietriets wounld fecilitate the work. This proposal wes ac-
cepted, and the vice-presidents in their respective districis
explained the chjert of the society and endesvorsd to en-
list the women's sympathy in its behalf. It was decided
that no membership fes should be required.
The seeretary-treasurer wes to keep all the books of the
society and condnet a correspondence with * that branch of
the Sanitary Commission to which the sapplies were to be

r— —

W IM, pp. 376, 3T
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sent.”” Her duty it wes {0 write to the Commission for
auy information which might be desired by members of
the moeiety.

The cotting commities was to cut material inte garments,
according to approved patierns, and to have a aufficient
quantity of work prepared for every meeling, Tho pack-
ing committee was to alect its own chairmen, who waa to
make a detailed apd eccurate list of the contents of eaeh
" box, while it was being packed. Thie list, with the name
of the society written om it, a8 well pa the name and pout
office address of the secratary, was to be plased immediately
under tha cover of the box or the barrel, while & duplicate
invoice wag to be sent without delay, to the secretary, who
wad to notify the Banitary Commisgion by letter, of tha con.
gignuient. Every box or packege was to be distinetly ad-
dreased snd marked on the ontside with the name of the
town or the village from which it was sent.

Meetings were to be held weekly or forinightly at the
option of the society. It was considered best 40 hold them
in soma regular place of assembly, emeh as the town-hall, -
couri-honse, public echool-honse, or chuoreh-vesfry.+ In
one of the Wiseonmn tosms the aid society was sorely tried,
for the meayor wea & copperhead, and he forced the women
1o pay rent for the use of & reom in the eity hall

The plen of organization has been fully deseribed
hecagee it Hlnstestes the excallont bosiness sense of itz or-
jginators* sod explaing how these aid pocietica wers uble
to aecomplish such resnits.

In Brodbhead, Wiseonsfn, a most interesting sxperiment

8 Idid, pp. B70, 2TL
# This ontling plan whe preparad by Lotled Les Schayior.
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wag tried, the formation of & young people’s society celled
the Alert Clob. The object of this clob waa to furnish
funda for the aid soeiety, of which it was an anxiliary,
According to its plan the village was to be divided into tan
distriets with four collectora for each. Twenty cenis a
month were to be collected from each woman, and es much
as possible from each man. The coliectors were to scenre
the muberriptione on the first Mondsy of each month, snd
to pay over the money to the aid soeisty om the following
Monday. Enterteinments of varions eorts, snch sa lawp
nocinbles and atrawherry fossts, were also to be given in
order to raise meney ; and if the voung women desired, they
conld maks garmonts for the soldiers. This wes not an
obligatory duty, howerer, ag the main purpose of the olnb
wis to provide funds for the mother mociety,

The Socicties af Weork

The work done ot thess meetings was of all sorts; but
first and foremost lint waz seraped, and for thia purpoee
old table-cloths, rags, sud even linen brought from former
homes in the old ecouniry were ueed, Ome method of pre-
paring the lint was to lay & plate botiom npward, en a table
or on the lap of the operstor, and to place a piece of linen
on it; this was vigorondy seraped with a cage-Jmifa wntil it
wag tranaformed into a fluffy mam of fbre™ Anather
mathod, whieh was to ravel the linen, was perhaps lese
strenuous. Thousands of bandages were likewiss sewed and
rolled uy, ready for uze. At the beginning of the war these
wers the two chief occupstions; the women reslized that

4L H Waterman, “Bogaidsle Sqoad,™ in Fatiosael Triduans,
May 3. 1800,
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bales of lint apd bandages wonld be needed after each battle,
It in weedleas to say, that bad sbsorbent cotton Been in use
&b thet time, much labor might have been saved for other
dnties, The lack of modern pharmassutiesl supplizsa, dor-
ing the war, would 2ppal a person liviag in this generation,
Ti i diffienlt for wa {» realize how far surgery and the
geience of medicing have progressed during the last fifty
¥ears, althoagh we know that in the Civil War period anti-
s¢piica were not comoonly nsad, and faw of the pumerous
sonveniences and applisnces which are in use today, conld
be resorted to.

Among the ertioles made at the aid societies were quilia
and Mankets, many of which had some chearing message,
or tha name of the meker sewn in them. Oecamionally an
interesting eorrespondence wae started by this mesms. One
Wisconsin guilt had a corious history. Tt was mede i 1564
by the women of Green Bay, and gent to the army, whers
for twenty resrs all track of it was lost. Finslly, in 1884,
it was discovered in the cabin of 8 negro family living near
Bentomville, The piece that remained eoniained eght
blovds, esch of which had io the centre a white croes ron
mang dagonally, while the outside picces wers of colored
oalico, hordered with white. On ench sqmare was written
the neme of jts meker in indelible ink; a fow of the blockn
hore also timeworn inseriptions. 1

These veraes illnstrate the sturdy and oeompromising
#pirit of the makers of the quilt:

For the goy sod happy soldier
Wea're contanted e 8 dove,

But the man who will not enlist
Never gan gain pur lova.

18 Milwgakes Telepgronh, Jan, 9, 1884,

[26]



S0LDIERS’ AID SOCIETIES

IF rebele attack you, d¢ ron with the gullt
And safs to some fortrasy senvey it;
For o'ar the gaunt body of summa old secash

Wea 414 nok Intebd to display it.
. " * * - * "

“T'wid made for brave bors, who went from the West;
Apd awlttly the falr fingera fdew,

. While sach stitch, az it went to it place in the quElt,
Wae a emothered "Uod bless youw, boye™ too. +

The vomfort-beg or housewife, familiarly known as
““hoegy,”” was s much 5 necessary part of every well-pro-
vided aoldier’s aquipment, that o detailed deseription may
not be out of place. It was g small bag o1 needle-case con-
taiping helf a dozen assorted needles, o skein of whiie
votton, & tkein of black linen thread, half a dezen hown or
poreslain ghirt buttons, a dozen tronaer buttons, a small
ball of yarn, & darning needls, end & few pins ™ Occn.
sionally some careful mother or wife wonld add a small
bottle of cavenne pepper, a package of conrt-plaater,
" or perhape g bottle of quinine, which wag thought &t thai
tims t3 be a panacen for all the ik that flesh ik heir to. ™

T+ wonld be impossible to overestimate tha value of anch
& bag to a soldier in active service. One Wisconsin aid
society received five hundred letters of thanks for the two
thousand three hundred bage which it bhad aent omt
Among these correspondents was one who deelared that his
humsewifa had been * ‘worth ten dollars’ to him,

Another soldier wrota to thank the women of Janesville

4F md,

BT, 8. Senitary Commleslon BExlietin, 1§, p. 790,

Y M. dobery. Thirty-sirth Whaconrin Infontry (Milwaukes,
1300}, o, 1%, ’
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for seventy or eighty beantifnl nesdle-books *fglegantly
wrotught and of invalnable utility.”* He further stetes, that
soldiors huve the pooreat clothes of any class of peopls, yet
are required to meke them do the most eervice, snd that
the needle-books are in great requisition on Baturday nights,
az the soldiers must then prepare for the Sundsy morzing
ingpaction, _

Blankets, quilte, and comfort-bage were not the only ar-
ticles made by the aid sovieties; all kindp of clothing, such
a9 ghirts, dressing gowne, underwear were prepared, the ma-
terjnl for apch articles being bought with the society’s
money. Flannel ghirta seem to have been especially popu-
lar, for the women of Watertown mads five hundred for
, tha Josal company, In o few cames the &id soocieties even
made uniforma for the soldiers, but this wez only done
oecesionslly doring the fivat few months of the war. The
Milwankee Zonaves, for instance, were presenied with
fatigne uniforms consisting of brown trousers, hickory
shirts, and red capr ™

In crder to illusirate what waa done in the varions sid-
gocieties, the following testimony iz quoted:

They mads fiannel blovses mnd shiviy; Hf T remember b,
thaas wore gray, »8 ws koew that it waw the safest eolor. Hut
a3 the Bauth had preempted that coler, when more fexdlar
squlpment was adopted cur boYe Were givenm the next beat, the
light blge.

Both real fisnnel and cotton-Sannel vaderghrmenis were mmle,
and one woman wii 5o sxpart ia cotting. thet she seripoaly

strained her thumb, plylng the ahearn. Good woolen socks were
kckt, or fshed out of the hotne gtook In baskets. Chests trers

oz Forrex, Wir. Folondoers, ¥, 0. 79,
#Hid 1, p 2
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chbaacksd for the mabstantial Hankets that wars woren on the
Tovma of ovy mothsars and grendmothars. Quilta were mads
and glvan. ] remember giving away my Dpieced blockn, baving
a douhks thonght, to do ssrvice and to gst rid of Anighing onp
the qulli, s«

Kunstled Arivcles

A very popular sa well as & necessary ccenpation was the
kmitting of socka, mittens, and gloves, especially a peeuliar
kind of mitten, which hed a forefinger us well aa & thumb,
en that it could be nsed in shonting. This kmitting scenpa-
tion waa kepl up in pablie as well as in private, for woman
knitted while traveling, during spere miouéss at home, or
af the meetings of the aid society. Ona patriotic woman
threw har religions seruples to the wind, snd Enitted s fow
sonnde on Sonday before the chorch-ball rang, BEvan yonng
girla knitted scokn, and their grandmothers toed and heeled
than, In fack there wans & perfect epiflemic of Enitting,
which lasted throughwut the war.

Amang the articles recgived by “Wisconsin poldiers in
1862 wers nnmerous paire of mittens, ""And if they conld
see the saps fiying and hear the cheers that sre sent up for

.the ladies of *01d Qrant’ upon the recedpt of these articles,
they would feel well repaid for their tronble.’’®  Another
poldier wrota:

A box of mittens from Lhe ladles of Milaankes was distriboted
by our returnsd chapdain oo Thomday aftertoos, amd ways just
s dme o 4 good service. ‘The boye now gludly tele the “mitt"
from the girts thay laft behind them. May God prosper tha
Al 1edlize of Milweukes [n (hedy work of kKind desds. Thelr

2% Mp. letter from Miss Simmons.
s forree, Wie, Folunterrs, ik, p. 277,
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gltts touch the rough soldier's heart snd call forth many prayer

tul thanke and thoughts of loved firegides they hsve Isft, te
atruggla for unton snd Hberty.

Packeng the Bozas

Besides making garments and kmitting zocks it wan the
plessant duty of the mid societiens to fill bozes with good
things to eat, and many were the glaseas of jelly, cakea,
pastries of all sorts, meats, snd every conscivable delicacy,
which wera packed together with clothing, books, and news-
pepers. J. H. Billings says in his Hard Tack snd Coifes:

The st of box-packing muet have culminatsd durlng ths War.
It wag elmply wonderiul, delighifully a0, t0 eas how each Hittle
eoroer and cravice was utilized, not stuffed with paper (br
thoss wha noderatood their buainese), thus wasting space, but
nlled with a potats, ao apple, an onlom, & pineh of drled apples,
a bandful of pesputs, or some other edible sobatance. Thess
and other articlee fOlled crobnies between carefully-wrapped
glass Jurs or bottlea of toothesnme preserves, or boxes of batber,
er caok of condenaed mllk, or welltoamed chickens, and the
turkery snch box was wont to contdin. If there wee & new palr
of bouts amomg ths comtents, the [eet were fled with litle
nodlone of convenismea

There was llkaly to be, amid all the cibher mercheodiee alreadr
specified, o rol! of btandags asad lot. It edded greaily to the
pleasure of the lnveatigator (0 oot apon & Diceiy-wrnpned pack-
age, labaled “froch Mary,” “from Cousin John, amd perhaps
dozenn other relutives, nelghbors, echoolmasters, mest of which
eotitriboticng wara dallelons surpripss, and many wera accom-
paniad by hotes of perecnal regard sod good wighea, ¥

It is intevesting to read of the boxes received by Wis-
conain companies in 1861, and to note the centents and the

= Op o, p 221,
[30]
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cominents made thereon. It scoma that when the army was
to remsin in one place for two or three weslis, the average
soldier mailed & letter home to his moither, father, wife,
gigter, or brother, snd atated carefully what he wonld like
t» have sent ic a box at the earlisst possible moment, giv-
ing with great precigion the addvess, to be written on the
govar, ¥

Wisransin Regimenls Supplied

SBhorily after the battie of Bull Run an appeal came 1o
the women of Raeine, gtating that there wss 5 great short-
age of linen for the gick and woundsd, 2ad 4 a result of
the battle the hospital would be overflowing with men,

8o the women of Racine met at the Preshyterian Church
one evening to arrange for the making of garments for the
gick and wounded in the hospitals st Washington. The
materin]l purchassd was to be faken 16 the old Advocels
reading-room in the Masonic Building, where if was to be
ot out and delivered to those who wished to lend a Lelping
hxnd, *

In October, 1861, u savalry company stetioned at Ripon
sent a most sppreciative eckoowledgement of the thirty-
twoe quilts and blenkets given them by the women of
Berlin, o

* & soldier of the Seventh Begiment writes In November,
1861, that the idea of raising money for blankets and cloth-
ing is u fine ons, but that the Government supplics twm:
beavy overcoats, ope heavy roundabout, eic., and that thess

* [hid, p. 217,
M Oorres. Wia, Folonteers, 1, b 115
% 1d, fl, p. 68
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are quite enough io cerry in one knapsark. He contimues
his comment by saying: ‘“If privations sbonld come iater,
we would be glad to aveil ourselves of the opportumity of
drawing on the liberslity and kindness of the good folke
of por natjve homea. "' %

A letter from a member of the First Regiment, on the
other hand, containg am appenl to tha ladies of Jeersonvilla
and Port Fuiton to provide blankets and other aomforin for
the #ick moldiers. ™ The First Regiment had been longer in
the feld and had presmumably seep more petive service than
the Seventh, which mey explain the diferent pointa of view.

A Jetter written in 15361 by & Beloit soldier ty the peopls
of his town, contsing an almest pitifol appeal for enpplies.
He saya;

1 feel that the people of Belolt and its vicinky wonld comafder
It & pleasurs to afford comfoxts Lo the soldlars, and eapeclally to
the scldlars trom thelr own place. Many of our boys bhave buk
one blanlkat, and that alngle, and heve recalved mo overodat
and condequently suffar from the <ald. We have récsved oo

pay and the men have no way of making thecmeslves comfort-
&hle a2

Thig letter mnpat have brought 2 pang to the women of
Beloit, who had worked so herd to make their boys com-
fartable, and it showed them also that better and securer
mesns of transportation were peeded for the supplies
which were forwarded by the aid societies.

On Thanksgiving Day, 1861, the men of Company T of
the Sixth Wisconsin Regiment were made very happy, for
express wegons came to camp loaded with remembrances

wif 1, p. 2l
o fwid, o B
w=iE, iL p T8,
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from home; and what could be more delighiful than a
pundle from mother, sister, or ope still a5 deer, the girl he
left bebind bim. Io the hoxes were “*some stockings with
the doukle heelz and weli-rounded ioes, that wether carded,
dyzd, and spun, snd sister kmitted ; some blue and white
and red striped mittens with & plase for the index fingar.
* * * Too much minee-pie and doughnuts cansed some
weak gtomachs o ache, which was pronouneed malaria, and
- remedied with the world's favorite prescription, quin-
ina1” #3 '
About this titne g esldier of the Eighth Regimant weote:
* #1f you have any old elothen lying around your sanchorm,
that will beld topether In coming to ws, Aend them; and
if yon have any patriotie old ladier in your part of the
- npoentry, for peaca’s salke and the TToion, zot them to knit-
ting etockings''—an sppeal which probably stirred the
patrictic wonen to whom it was addressed.

Lontributions, for Local Companies

Dioring the ¢arly part of the year 1868, slmost every box
sent out from Wisconsio sceieties waa desigoed for some
epecifie military organizstion, and much delicacy was re-
quired on the part of the Ranitary Commission to temper
the inevitable disappointment arising from the discovery
that such stores could not always be forwarded by them to
the designated address, &

Frobably individual bozes continwed to en 0 Wiseon-
st mobdiers thronghont the wur, slthough lees mention js
made of them in the lettars written in 1963 and 1864 Boxes

A Enrl M Rogers, tn Viroqns Leader (Mov. 21, 1904),
# Henahaw, p, 35. '
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for local companies mlsp became less frequent, partly be-
eange they 8o coften failed to reach their destination, and
partly becaunse the smpplies were gent ip care of the Sani-
tary Commission,

A gtep in the dirertion of generel supplies was taken in
1862, when the Governar of Wiseonein called for econtri-
bitiong for Wisconsin soldiers, rather than for individnals
ot companies. This meant that the nid societies should in
the futare send bozes to Wiseonsin soldiers whom they had
perbaps never seen, fostead of to their friends and neigh-
boys; ther afterward= ceme to ase that il sappliss shonlid
be sent to Union men, irrespective of state lines.

A ﬂﬂmkes Dongtion

After the battle of Pittsbure Landing, Governor Harvar
ealled upon the wemen of Madicon snd Milwapkes for a
supply of bandages snd shiriz io be sent with Burgeon-
(Gemeral Woleott to Teomessee.® The response of Mil-
waukeeans was as spontaneons s i was geceroos. Cir-
culars setting forth the maiter were send io every part of
the eity ; and #n sppeal to the people waa published in the
dzily Wizconsina The result wes that s swarm of peopla
poured into the Chamber of Commerce with econtribations.

A more chesrlng alght we never witoessed. Nothiogp LUke 1t
wad ever koowh in the history of Milwauwkes. Men, women, and
childrzn ¢ame ot frore their homes with bondles, baskets, boxea,
arme full and wagome full of valueble metarinl, neocessary arii-
tlas, luxurles, anl convarnlences of varime kinds—all of whish
will be nesded. 2pd will 4o pome poor BUlerinz aoldiar tha pood

e B, B. Oulner, Military History of Wiscongin (Chlosen, 1589),
pp. 211, 212,
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for which 1t was intended, whenl [t reachey 1ta pisce of destlpa-
oy, Some towok largs bundles, supplied with goods, Iresh from
tbe gioras, from lheix wardrobes, thedr tables, o, ariicles which
bad never beapy weed. Amoug these were even new tabledloibs,
thet bad never teen aprand opon tha tabla, new towels, and =
gplendid colleviion of pressyved fralta,

But the aimpls oferings of the poor were nons the less az-
eppiable, althoueh they may not be of g0 much uga. Thees wars
the offarings of mothers, whe have sent gong to the war, of s
tors, who have sent brothers to tha deld, #nd many others in
almllar circymstances, who, although tbhey wera not ablz to glva
b& Iherally ag othera, yst the lifseblood of their triends has por-
hops boep ofered up ® % ¥ wnd ihe amell denetlooe, which
they prapented iast nlght, were na cheerfully recalvad sa the
richeat, bacpuse they chme tiom the heart End wers An sarnest
of what thay wanld de, if they sould, 80

Thors way aone old {ady, whe went to the Chamber of Com-
merss [rom the outslirts of the clty, with a pmell ynndle of
ltnen hapdkerchiefs, whick had beem worn, but her mite gave
efidees of her will, bad she bed the abillty to do befbar, An-
other oid lady took 3 muel skirt. 8She had nothing sisn zhe
eonld give—and it was ovoch for her, Ong Hitls boy tonk poma
emall valimes of books that bad whiled awa¥y (he houra of alck
peracma in hia owm home, o

Wa hoard of oo lady, who aag called upon by & uelghbor, anvd
erked to give somethlog to gend away, when she replied that
really sha A4t know what to send.  “Puot stop a minuks,™ asil]
she, *“hera’'s momething you imight as well have” and she took
ki pew ehirts belohgiog to ber busband cut of the drawer and
hevded ther over. Om being expostuieted with for asndloy tew
onex mhe sald, YOkl wall, I can make more for tny hiwhand at
auy timw, whila the soldiers went them now.” Tha lady was In
o0l vircnmatances end could afford it bot Aoohtiess many and
many an ingiance of this kind took blice, whers it could nob be

& Dorves. Wi, Volusteers, v, p, 51
o IBid, . 52,

[35]



WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

B0 well nifordead, if Lthe fecty were Al knowd. Soch wae the gpirit
that manifeagied iteelf yasterday.

Home pent DoTes, pome naile (these were mnsetul for packing
the goods), some sutire pleces of sheeting, some sldew of sole
leather {usstul for aplite}, some winss, saome magacinss, wnd
all deseriptivns of gooda and laxuriea were went In.  Woslthy
cltlzeng, why wonld Dever at any other time boe ooen with
bamdls §8 thelr possession, nmow wont to the rooma with theis
armg foli of articles rolled up for the woundsd eoddisrg.  Ladics
ook their offeringe often with their own hands, and eometimea
baving servants with them to carry tha ponderous bundiss and
heavy haakats,

By ton o’oleck thet night enough goods had besn received
and packed to fill about forty dry-goods boxes, and io ad-
ditjon the patriotic ladies, who formed am assoeiation for
sending supplice to woundasd soldiers, amt rleo some ad-
ditional hoxes,

The commitice estimated that a3 a remilt of this remark-
able manifestation, sbont ten thousand dollars worth of
mapplies had been somtriboted, which were sent directly to
Pitishutg Landing, where Governor Harvey and s special
committes were to distribote them, ™

Add Bocigiier DHecouroged
Between July 1862 and July 1863, there was every
reason for the women of the North to be disconraged. The
whole North wos sppalled by the defeate sustained by the
Union army ; Vicksborg bad not been capiured, the Missis
gippt was still 1mopened, Missouri snd Kentucky had been
invaded, sud Maryland and Pennaylvania had beep raided ;

8% fhid, 0, 62,
4% Idid, D. GE.
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and the reporis of the disastrons battles fought aroand
Richmond were meast disconraping—these almost paralyzad
the activity of the Northern women, who simultaneswaly
were informed that suppliss, both private apd public, did
nst regch their destination. Addsd to these calamities were
the systematic pasaulis oo the Banitary Commission by the
apponents of the administratron, ™

Bach letters as the following eould not have had o very
cheerful effect upon the women. The writer says:

I must ted forget to neknowledge the non-reception of that bt
of good thinge, which [ am Informed the ladiex hara startsd
down this way for ue. We feal graleful to the [fullosse cf cur
soula for ench & demonstration of remembrance, and alibough

wa have pot recelved it and do pot expect to, Yai wa appreciate
much kizdnes toward ng a]l the same,

Evep morg doieful is the tone of ancther commumicetion

At tha time your Soldiers” Ald Seciety seot & hox of (hiogs to
at. Fouwis, soldlerg from Hacine lay sick io the heaplial atb lron-
ton, a branch of the 2, Loula concern, and had aot their coin-
pany officars lleerally forced the managers of the hospltal to ad-
mit their comradas to taks oare of them, these alck men weald
have dlad [rom shesr neglect. How much good has the Boldjers'
Ajd Jo¢loty of Bacina ﬂl:!l].ﬁ theas volunieers from Eatine?

Thig letter must have provsed much impotent anger and
sorraw in the breasts of the loyal women of Racine, all the
more on aceount of the apparent hopelesimesa of mending
the situation.

The climax was Teached, however, in the following sar-
eagkie remarke

Bui the grand hoaz ls with the females and povisties. Tha

7¢ Hepshew, p. 76
7t fvrres. Wis, Polunieern, il p 3
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dear creatires ¢xort themeelves to gend pume lozurr to woandsd
or slck soldiers that have feft home, friends, and comiorts of al-
most every Eind. * * * PBoat very fow privaies ever get a
smell of aoy arifcle they send, unlers by an agent. Wall, Fou
wlll epk why? I will tell you In the Brat placa the offiear of
tha post hag the frst taste, and then it goes through the hands
af doetors, atewards, cookm, and werd-maaters, end a1l bhava A
taste; alev their friends, and if the plats cver gsts &0 the mok
roots, which 1t eeldom doss, It ix empty: and T hops the snpply
will be etopped. Give whet you have to glre 1o the poor among
¥ou, hut do not ke your charitien be 80 bassly mipappllied. T4

After such attacks pa this, mapy of the aid societics be-
came irresoluts and disheartened, and & few even ceased ta
work. The Commissisn received a great hormber of com-
plaints, vequests for explanation, and letters of protest.
The following eommunication ia typical :

I am called upon B¥ the women of oar towm 60 HAF to yom,
that they wish to eontribite to the sick aod wounded, 1t they
can. But gick goldiers and wives who bare metoroed with thedr
wounded husbands, tall us, that the plck do wut and wiF Dot get
the things we send (heoi

At a regular meeting during this peried it woe actuslly
diemszed whether the Sanitary Commmdssion owght net to
be disecmtinped.  ““If we are really of no nee, what is the
use of continving cur laberet’” said ome of the workera
But there wag a fearfnl inerease of dclmess in the Western
armies, and there were still many Toyal aid accieties who
continned the work. Morsover, when they nodarstood the
gituation, they renlized that single packages or boxes conld
oot be aecoymted for, becavse the things they contained

12 Ibid, p 205,
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wero repacked at Chicago, and sent in different boxes, to
diffarent parts of the army. ™

T'he Natonrl Spirid GFrow:s

The Northwest was remote from the rest of the nation,
and much time elapsed before the national aid idea pene-
trated our section. As late as 1863, sovieties wished occa

-gionally to benefit their own regiments, which the Sanitary
Commission alsg allowsd in some few cogen, At ome time
the members of & Wiseonsin delegation, eager {0 help cer
thin Wisconsin soldiers, cbiained acccss to & certain hea-
pital in the Army of the Cumberlsnd. Afier a short time,
thay realised their selfishness in bestowing their gifis npon
a few, wherefore they dropped their original plam and in-
eluded all the patients in their ministrations, Omne Wiscon-
gin soldier, who appreciated - this change, Baid: “I am
glad thet they gave ic the rest of the soldiers; it made me
foal bad westerdey when the Ohio hoy in the next ecot got
ndéthing, and T had 0 mach; bot when they were gone, 1
made it aven '’ ™

It oy be considered, that there werse three stagea ip the
work of the Wiecongip aid accieties—the frst, the period
of individuatiom ; the second that of Htate aid, regardless of
lncal interssts ; and the third the period of aid to the nation.
It must not be supposed, however, that this prograss wmy
systeatic and continuons, for individuel and locel hoxes |
wera sent thromghout the war, and the stage of nalional
relief did not preclnde that of State reliaf. By the summer
of 1863, howevsr, Wiaconsin women had arrived at Fred-

T Hemabaw, pp. T, #0.
14 Ibtd, pp. 108, id:
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erick Law (Hmatead's coneclusion, /14 is, to say the least, &
higher form of henevolence and of patriotism, whick ashe
only o have a reasonzble asaurance that the soldiers of
the Union will be helped by our oferings when and whers
they imust need our help, and it is coly by the axer-
¢ise of this larger benevolence, that meamares of relief can
ba taken at abll adequaie to the neowssities of the army, or
commensurate with the grandeur of its purposes.” ™

This thought was also expressed by Mrs Teale of Allen’s
Grove, who gaid: “‘Iu the light of war, I view overy Ioyal
soldier as my brother. '’ ™

There weres aeveral reascns for the changed attitude of
Wiscongin womuen by Juoly, 1863, As has been stated,
boxes which were sent directly to individuals, failed often
to reach their destination, and the aid societiea had finelly
become convineed that the pnly sure method of reaching the
front was through the Commission. They had also lesimed,
that eupplies sent through the Commiszion reelly reached
the army, for many of them had adopted the expedient of
pinning noter requesting replies, in the pockets of dressing
gowne, to dhirt bosome, in the toes of socks, or in any othar
places where the soldier, who received the article, would
be likely to find the message, And when they bhegsn to
Teceive responses to their notes, they realited thai the
Thnion soldiers were Teally profiting by their exartions.
Moreover, they were resssured when agents were sent to
the Scuth fo find out what actually became of their sami-
tary smpplies. Most important of all was a change of feel-

75 . & Aankiary Commizsion Poruments (New York, 1868),
Ko, 50.
™ Corres, Wis, Yolunleers, ¥, p. 270,
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ing, which gpread rapidly over the North; the **first flush
of hope and the reaction of dissppointment had passed, and
the peeple addressed themaeives firmly and steadily to the
task of paving the conntry.””™ WNew aid societica were
fermed, and the old ones etimnlated to remew their afforte,
even after such defeats sz those st Fredevskaburg and
Chancelloraville, :

Another canze of the renawed life in the aid societiez wan
the energy of the Commission itsslf To sheer desperation
# had finally appenled to the churches and eepecially to the
ministers in the Northwest, who did a remarkable work in
stirring vp patriotism, and in encouraging the formation
of new aid societies, Borsover, the stitring appeals of

Mra. Hoge and Mrs, Livermore droused Wissongin women

te new exertions,

Ho the Wisconsin eotietica began smew to work for the
Cotomismion, and eontriboticne poured into the Chicago
Eranch ‘‘like 8 Western freshet.’ From foor boxes a dsy
in Dacember, 1862, the number increased to 100 boxes a
day in February, 1363.7% From 250 sid socicties com-
nected with the Chicage Branch, the npmber incressed to
1,000; a0 that by the sammer of 1863, the Commiesion had
entersed npon the most progperous perind of its existenca,
and Wiseonsin women wers straining every narvae te do
their share.

Duifficulties Surmioynied
What the societies of Wisconsin accomplisbed was all the
moTe remedeable, when the diffienlties wnder which they

7 Henshaw, . 75
7 IE, . 104,
[ar]
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worlied are considered. Throughout the war Wiseonsin
labored under disadvantages duwe £y the sparsencss of her
settlement. Hhe wee poor, comparad with the Eastern
siotes, and time given te such charitable porposes meant
money; for if women attended aid socistiez, they counld do
less in their homes.

Thst the socicties were often destitute of Fands, and ol-
most hergic in raizing them, the following letter from &
womap in Melrose shows:

We hive ool 40 average attondancs of mors than mx, ‘Po
raipe undg tc work with, we went around, and soliclted donm-
dons of whent from the farmwary. We gemt It elpliteen miles to

market, sold it, and bought materiate. Though our offaring is
amall, we hope 1t will da some good. iv

Ag the war wept on, honzekeepers drew more and more
npor ther own supplies, cspecizlly in the eountry. The
vellar was sagain and sgain invaded, snd family stores,
whether of bedding or elothing, were called into requisi-
tion.® In one case the wife of & minister atripped her
beds go bare for the soldiers, that her hnshand wes foreed
to appeal to the good women of the church for a cover for
the night. =

Bourey Combatied

Another lipe of aid society work grew up in the spring
of 1363; namely, the sending of vegetables to the army as
“antigeorbntion'? or preventatives of scnrvy—a dreadial
dizeaze, caused by a lack of fresh frait and vegetables. On

7 Letter of Mra. H. A. Polls, In Heatghaw, p, 126.
b Bl D 126
" Ma. letter of Mies Slmmons.
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March 4, 1863, the Chicage Branch immed an appesl
to the Northweast for vegetasbles for Grant’s army. The
short, but argent eirenler read, **Gensral Grant’s army in
danger of scurvy. BRush forward anti-scorbutics.’’ Thia
merspge was sent to Milwankee, Beloit, Madison, Racine,
Sheboyman, Whitewatsr, and other townz, and the response
was clhiaracteristic of the spirit of Wisconzin women. Al-
though it was March, the weather rainy, and the roads
very muddy, commitiees went abroad wherever telegrams
ware received or newspapers resd, hopping anti-seorbutice
for the soldiers.

The movement wes well organized; towns were divided
into districta, every house was visited, and a central depot
of supplies ¢gtablished. In the ooontry thess commit
tees drova rommd fm waprons, beggred s they want from
house to house, and tock with tham what was given. This
wne done day after day, first in one dirsction, then in sn-
other, throngh mud aspd rain, by men and women of all
clpsser. Delicate women who eould searscly endure sx.
posors, farmeors” wives who eonld §1 afford the time,
tradesmen, and even clergymen went out on thiz gensrons
mission. Teo remarks which were made, deprecating such
affort, the answer waa, ‘' Cur soldiers do not step for the
weather ; neither wupt we. " 42

A fearful dronght during the preceding summer, and
ot eansed by the following wet winter, had greatly affacted
the sapply of vegetables. In Ilinais and Michigan there
was a preat dearth of them, but Wisconsin and Eowa were
fortunately better off. So whatever supply there was in a

&1 Henshaw, p. 118,
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home, was cheerfully divided with the soldiers.® Im
quaotities, descending from bushels to pecks, from peeks
to quarts, from guaeris to handfuls, the precions stores wers
gathered,  Pichles were brought out, eabbage pits opensd
and rifled, borseradish was dug wp and forwarded.

Consignments were rushed to Chicago from Wisconsin,
which fillad the depot, overBowed on to the gdewalks, and
even emercarhed upon the street in fromt of the Comymis-
gion rooms, As fast as the vegetables arrived, they were
sent Somth, and their places taken by other consign .
‘ments. Milwenkee, West Milwankee, Racine, and White-
weter were cepesislly epergetic, and harried on earload
after sarload of precions, homely vepetables: a few farmern
from Windeor, Bristol, and Spring Praivie forwarded 228
bushela, ¥

The activity of the ald socicties wes astonishing. Be-
mides the repular meetings, sxtya ones were called. The
neighborhood was eanvassed, and the bogring-committes
was orderad to report on certain days, when the membera
of the society gothered, anziona 1o hear the result. Whe-
ever wad present, was courtaoualy asked to zesist in prepar-
g the sametkraut and the horseradish, and in pecking
and forwerding these articles, ag well as oniong and pote-
turen, ¥

The rennione of the aid societics were tumed into pick
ling meetings. DBarrels snd kegs were begeed and pur-
chered, sanerkrant entters were borrowed or hired, and
men Were employad to use them in cuwiting the cebbags to

o rpag, po 118,
m TBER, g 120.
" [Bid, 1. 121.
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the requisite finenass; then aids pecked it with layers of
ealt, and poured vinegar over the whole. Grating commit-
tees, amid much rallying, and with many tesrs, courag-
woisly attended to the horseradish.

Boom & “‘line of vegetables'' conmected Chicage and
Vicksburg, maintsinsd by the shipment of a hundred bar-
relz a day. * The importanee of this moverment on the pact
of the loyal women can hardly be overcstimated, as it was -
ah etipvpancy which the Government could not have sue-
cesafully met without the wid of the Sanitsry Commission.
Thie movement did more to eatoblish its repotation for use.
fulness, then all previcus efforts in other divections, *

It was not only Grani's army thet was threatened with
arurvy, bot abap the Avny of the Comberland, and there ig
ne doubt that the fresh vegetablez and dried fruit sent
from the Morth acted ae 5 suecessful preventive. But the
diseane was not yet conquered ; in April, 1664, another call
- waa made for anti-seorbutics, and agsin the roums of the
Chisago Commimion were invadated with vegetables; the
shipwents from Wiscontin were ao great, thet a special.
mention of the Wisconsin aid societies was mnde in Mrs,
Livermare s communicalion of July, 1564 =

Not only vegetables ¢ame in numbers, but “rivers of
blackberry-juica’’ flowed it from sll parts of the country;
the aupply was not saffleient, however, and 2 eall wag thers-
Fore again issued for drisd frmite of all sorte. The eiren-
lar reada: ““The army is leading the same life, eating the

Bt (B, B K31,

or Saniiery Reporier (poblished by the UM 5 Sanliary Com-
wizakon, Loulaviile), Hor. 1, 1863,

#n Henohaw, p. 224.
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same food, and ineurring the same rode.”’ ™ The Commin-
sion goes on to exprems its girong disapprovsl of eanped
fruit, and gives directiona for drying peaches by dividing
them into halves, and placing them on aloping boards in the
#nn or in alightly-heated ovans; this was such a simpls task,
that even children wers urged to do #. The Iatter were also
asked o have little gardens, where they could raise fresh
vegetables for the acldiers. The whele ecrusade against
scorvy shows the efficigney of the Commisgéon mechiney,
&& well as the aplendid geperogity snd enterprize of the .
women of the Northwest.

Amound Condributed

Bo far, concrete instences hiave been given of the helpful-
oess of Wisconain's women ; & fow statiatica will give = bet-
ter idea of the amownt of work setually accomplished. In
September, 1865, Wisconsin rocietier sent 110 paclages
from Milwaukse, Prairie dn Chien, 'Watertown, Apnlaton,
Beloit, ate. Compared with the other Northwestern states,
namely, Illinoia, Michigan, and Jowa, Wiscnsin wes nqm-
ber fonr on the lizt. In Ootoher packages came Irom Hart-
ford, East Delaven, Green Bay, Madison, Qshloeh, Sheboy-
gon, and Watertswn., The whole nomber of pacloages was
aow 201, pnd Wisconsin was number thtee op the list, By
Movember Elkborn, Fox Lake, Harel Green, Salem, and
other towns were sending large contributions, and as a re-
#e}t Wisronsin headed the st with 510 packages, Tn De.
cermber the naimber of packages had dropped to 801, bat
Wisconsin wea still in the lead, » nuwt remarkable fact, con-

s T, & Sonltary Cotnmiawton Bolein, Sept. 15, 1864,
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pidering the State was but fiffeen years 0ld apd hiad a amall
pepuletion.™

Hot coly packages, but money was gont from Wiseopsin
te the Chicago Branch of the Commission. The money came
from individuals, from aid socisties, and from church ol
lections, eapeaially those {aken at Thenksgiving time, The
largeat contributions of money and packages come from
the Milwauke: Branch, None of the amounta exceeded e
hundred dollars, and many of them were gmall; but poor
commynities did therr kgt and showed their ibnd spirit in
forwarding as much as they could afford.

The aid accieties contributed more generouvaly in 1864
than the year hefore. In March the number of packages
received by the Chicagn Branch wag 2,314, Of this nom-
ber Wisconsin sent €29 packsges, more then any other
gtate. In April the number from Wiscopsin inereased o
776 packages out of a totel of 1,810, placing her again at
the head of the ligt. Wiscongin formjshed in May 416
packagas out of 1,974, with mly Iswa and Tlinedz surpass-
ing hew. *

Conditions were different in 1864 from those of the pre-
ceding vears. Out of every $100,000 worth of sanitary enp-
piies in 1862 ¥90,000 worth came From the people, withond
any cost to the Commisgion ; but oot of $100,000 warth of
supplies in 1864, $30,000 worth hed {0 he bonght with
ready monsy.* This was due to the fact thal homes had
become exhansted, and that pecple who contributed te the
eanitary fairs felt less like poing outside of their own

s Northwentern Bznltary Commisclon Reporis, Sept—Dec, 18623,
L jd, March to Juns, I864.
%2 Id., May and Tune, 3864, D. Bl
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homes to boy the ariicles desired. Sines sanitery pplics
wore nesded az much at this time ag enrlier, it is gratifying
to know that Wisconsin responded so well to the sappeal of
the Commission,

Snmming up the work of tha Northweatern states, we
tind that Wizeonsin was the sscond on the liet with regard
to the numbsr of packages contributed ; and third in monay
contrilndions, She gendt 8,88 packagen, while Ilinoly myr-
poesed her with 13,112, In money our Siate eontributed
during the four years of the War, J10958.64. ™

= Henkbaw, . 214

(48]



Chapter 1}

The Wisconsin Soldiers’ Aid Society, znd Mrs.
Henrietta Colt

The Milwagkee Brapch had so remarkable s history and
puch an efficient zecretary that it has secmed best to give it
a chapter to itself. Om Aprit 19, 1861, & large number of
Milwankse women ssgembied in a school-roem for the pur.
pome of organization. They hed been muoeh agiteted over
the reporta from the South, oconserving illpes ameng
‘Wiaconsin scldiers, and the need for post and general hos-
pitals, Mre. Margaret Jackson of FLouieville, Kentnely,
and M Lowiss Delpfield had ewakened much interest in
mch matters. ™ A2 this meeting was organised the Ladies’
Associstion of Milwaukee, with the following officers : Presi-
dent, Mre. O, A. Richr; Vice-Yresidents, Mre. Delafieid,
Mrs, McClure, Mrs. Jackson, apd Mra, Colt: Secretarioes,
Mra. Opden and Mrs. Donsman; Tressurer, Mrs. John
Nazro. )

Currespondence was opened with the surgeons of the regi-
menta and with membera of the Banitary Commimadon, in
order to gather gnch mformatiop zg would enable the new
organizaiion to do its work intelligently. 'The first dona-
tions wers pent to St. Loniz, wheve many Wiseonsin soldiery
were efficiently cared for,

# ), P Heockeit ppd M ¢ Vaoghan, Woemen's Work dn fAe
Qo Wor (Boston, 1564}, p. 607.
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As time went on other Wisconsin societies wished to be
eome guxiliary to the Milwaukes Branch, so the latter
changed jts neme to the Wiseonsin Aid Soeiety,”™ and be-
came a channel for Wisconsin benevplence. At the reok-
genization a notehle woman, Mra. Henrietts Colt, became
corresponding secretary, and from this time on her public
life in Ro interwoven with this soriety, that it beromes neces.
eary i Epeak of hey in more detail.

Like many Wisconsin women of her day, ghe had spent
her younger days in New York state, where she had mar-
ried Joseph 3. Colt, 2 well-kpown lawyer of Albany. In
1853 they came to Milwankee, where ther remsained for
thres years. At their expirstion Mr, Colt returned East,
where he died, leaving an hotored name. *  Hizs widow end
her family made their future howe in Milwaukee,

Mrs. Colt was fitted by nakure as well s by training to
be A leader amone women. Withoot being beantiful, she
possessed an attractive personality, wae a lady in the hest
and truesi sense of this word, while her sorial graces were
10 less than the firmness, executive ability, and enthusiasm
which characierized her mind. A writer whoe saw her in
JB63 says:

1 was much improsged with her Intellipencs, her purity of
character, the beantiful blending of her religioms and patriotio
tond=noles, the gentlsness snd tenderness with which ¢he min

{gtered to piok zoldiers, mand the epicit of dighity Aod hutoealty
that marked hey manners amd convervation @7

o Idia p. 607,

O R, Twitle, Migalrotod Fiatory of the ftoate Gf TFeicondin
{Bogtom, 1876F, o TiT.

#? Brockett, p. 9L
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A finer analysia of her charscter and public life is this:

Into Mre. Colt's public efforia wad Snfused & specles of mdld
audacity peculinrly ber own It wap as thoush she had etrersed
from the retlrement of private llfe ubder a sort of mental pro-
test; a2 though she were nerved up to a cooscloos darlng, sana
deprocated, yet defiad eriticdgim. There was In her lotters to
the Commlgslon, Anrite the sarlier part of the war, n pession
ate ring, 4 pleading pathos, that revealdd a natnrs o whoss
depths were concesled the nobleat possihilltics.

Visits fo Soufhern Hospilals

Mrs. Colt™s most nsefnl public work was done in the
Bouth, where she was sent in order to stimulate suppliss
al home by reporting what benefita were really conferved by
the Sanitary Commission.® On Januvary 5, 1863, en order
- was writtem by the president of the Chicago Sanitary Com-
miszion to the dfficers in command of the TInited Séates
Army, giving Mrs. Hoga and Mrs, Colt the right tn visit
the hospitals and carops in and abogt Viclkaburg and Mem-
plis, to distribute supplies for the Chicage Sanitary Com-
miszion, and #3 ‘‘report to thiz Commizsicn evervthing in
regard to the nead of sanitary stores, the kinds wanted, the
beat method of preparing and forwarding, and whatever
elze may be important or valusble for our Uommission to
kogw, " ®

Early in 1863 the two women left Chicago for wm
with & large quentity of sanitsry stores. Shersion had
just been defeated, so there was much suffering in the army.
The boat o which they travelled, wes seized as s military

¢80 Hemshawr, p. 505,
or Byroekett, p. 1L
1 N. W. Sanltary Comiedeslon Beport.
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transport at Columbus, and pressed into the flest of Gen-
¢ral Shermen. Gepersl Fisk’s headguarters were on this
2ame boat, and he gave the women every facility for carry-
ing on their sanitary work. Their stores were practically
the only ones on ths flest, which was composed of thirty
shipe, filled with fresh troops, whose ranks wers e0Om
thinned by illnessse. The bost became the refugs for the
siek snd wounded of Fliak's brignde, and the women nursed
hoandreds of men and saved many valnable lives. *

Ip Mereh, 1563, Mrs. Colt went Scuth again, this time
with Mre. Livermore and sther members of the Sanitary
Commission. They were to vigit every hoapital from Caive
to Yonng's Point, opposite Vicksburg, and their dnties
were to relieve the most pressing needa of the soldiers, o -
be peeful to the aick, to cooperate with medical apd mili-
tary authorities, and to report the reanlt of their ohserva
tionz in the Chirago papers snd the bulleting of the Sani.
tary Commission, They bad alue with them stores neces-
gary for samitary relief, especially vegetables for patients
threatened with scurvy, They carried 500 private bozes;
pod volunteered throngh the daily papers to ke letiers,
mesnages, and mmall packages to army people on their romke,
and to deliver them, if possible. The sanitary etores wera
ta be distributed smomg the matrons in the hospitals®

Mrs Colt visited also the Army of the Cumberland and

. eaw every houpital soldier of the Wisconsin troops.t Im
tpealing of these vieits, che says:

I nave visited peventy-toe bospitals aud wonld find it dt@enlt

a Brockett, p. 668
t Livermore, p. 233,
4 Brockett, p, 812,
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& cliopra the most ramarkebls among the many harpbymy I
every {ay witpessed. I was more impressed by the gontlonoes
and refnament that seemed (0 zZrow b In the men, when suflar-
Ing fram betrible wongds, thap by aorthing eles. 1y alweys
sedtied b e, that the gscredosss of the cause Ior which they
offored their Iives, gave to them n herolsm almost soparhuman,
and the pnlerioge ¢onmed an almost womanly reflnement among
the comrscet men. 1 bheve never heard & word or seen & look,
that waa not respectful end grateful. s

Apain she saya:

1 paw 60 wounded mex with zoplos, horritde besd and hip
Zupshot wonode. * * * I couM Bave imagioed mowelfl ednong
men gethered on cote for some joyous ocesslom, sll except ome
maw, wilerly disabled for ife: not a regret, sod oven he thanked '
God devountly, thet, If hia lif# muat be given op than, it shoold
he givem for his country. Afier a litile, ma the thooght of hin
wils and bables came to him, I saw a terrible stroggle: the
great beads of gwenl, apd the furrowed brow were mors peioe
Tl ihan the bodily eaffaring. Pul when he saw the Yook and
Leard the passage, “He doeth all thioge well," whilapersd to him,
he becnmns velm and sald, “He koows hest, my wife wed children
will be 1o Hle care, and I am contabt.” #

Concerning the Memphiz hospitals she declarsd

Among the beardlegs boys it was all berolam. They aainad the
rictory, they lost a leg Chere, they logt o arm, and Arkonsss
Foot was taken; they werd prood ic have helped 1o the Chite.
It enabled them, apparsntly with Hitle effort, to retpember the
Ereat, the haly ceuse and glve leg, arm, and cven lite chasrfolly
for Ltg datenge. T know now that love of conntry is the sirong
ext love, paxt to love of God, given to man. *

s Tyttle, p. 7I7.
v Brockstt, p. 612,
t Ibid, p. 612,
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After her return from the Somth, Mrs. Colt spoke to
many aid gocieties in differcnt parts of Wiseensin; wher-
ever ghe appesred, renewed interest and enthusissm en-
Bited.

Milwawlkee Socicty Enlgrged

Meanwhile the Milwaukee society broadened ita scope,
until it ineladed severzl departments. Ita firsl purpose
weg to forward supplies, bat it alse psdisted soldiers” farmi-
liee to pet payments from the Sinte; secured employment
for soldiera’ wives and mothers, throngh sontracts with the
Government; frund employment for partialiy dimshled
" soldiers, and provided for widows and erphans®

Farly in its history, its officers decided to send mapplies
through the Chicage and St. Lonis eommissions, but en well
were the enntents of the boxss sssorted and pached at Bfil-
waulkee, that they were sent straight to the front, withowt
belng inspected by the Chicugo Branch. Aa Alfred Bloor
says: ‘Mot an article is repacked for transmisaion to Chi-
eago and the frowmt, which hes not been put into perfect
order, nor a potats rebarrelled, which has not hed ita evil
&¥e eradicated, nor an onion that is wot hard and mound
peeled in the pickling-reom.”’ *

Between 1581 and 1865 the Milwankee Branch received
sbogt fifty bozes from each of the following townas:
Appleton, Almoend, Berlin, Beloit, Berabos, Columbus, Tral.
evan, Fox Lake, Green Bay, Junesville, Kenoshs, Milwan-
kee, Mazomanie, Ozk Creck, Prairie du Bae, Portage, Port

&t Lave. pp. 1060, 1061,
¢11, 8 Banitary Comitlzalon Baifelin, IS, p. 309,
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Weehington, Rippn, and Wauwatosa ™ It received dur-
ing 1864, 2,142 boxes, comteining mach articles es shirts,
sheets, pillows, pillow-cases, ecomforts, blankets, bedticks,
WIADpers, coxts, vests, trousers, towels, handkerchiefa, socks,
arfrests, pads, cuskions, bandeges, canned froits, dried
fruits, groceries, butter, cheese, wine, eggs, pieckles, vege-
tebles, and & few boeks and magazines.

Ome of the valnable services remdered by the acciely waa
the gending of fruit to the army. After the batile of Bes-
aca, they sent {0 every wonnded man within reach, a fresh
grange or lemon to esse the burming thirst which usnally
acotmpanies » wonnd, U

Chamber of Commercs

The supplies sent during 1564 smounted in value to
about $25.000, and thir from a commanwealth with ho largs
cities and a population far from wealdthy. In order to e
cura sush restilts nine bundreed circulars were sent to evary
part of the State. Money was also colleeted ander the good
menagerient of Mrs. Colt. In Mawch and April, 1864, be-
tween 35,000 to $6,000 was coniributed to the Wiseonsin
Society, and a8 monthly exbsoription of $1,000 was promised
by the Milwankee Chamber of Commercs; this denstion
was to bo paid regularly until ibe close of the war. 1*

This subscription was secured in large part throogh
Mother Bickerdyla's ™ effort, who visited Milwankes at the

1¢ Mrs, J. B, Colt, in Wisconain Seoldiers’ Afd Soclety Report
(Milwaukss, 1843). '

11 mﬂ‘

1¥ M.

1¢ & well-kpown ermy ourse
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request of Mrs. Hoge and Mrz. Livermere. The Aid So-
aiety had already asked the Chamber of Commerce for an
appropristion for wonnded soldiers, but the president
stated thed the last regiment sent out from Milwaukee bad
coet their organigation a0 mueh, that it eonld not afford to
make a contribytion o the Aid Soeiety. On the recaipt
of this reply Mra Bickerdyks made s most unexpected
apeech, She portrayed the life of a private acldier, his
privations, his sufferings, and his patriotdsm. She con-
tragted this with the sordid love of gaip which pot only
ghtapk from sasrifices, but even begrodged the pitience
necessary to relisve the suffering of the men:

And you, merchanie exd rich men of MIlwaunkse, lUving &%
¥our sasa, dressed ln your brosdcloih, Enowing Hitle of and chs
ing Yas for the sufferings of thess eoldlers from bhunger and
thirat, from cold and nakedness, Irom oicioness and woonds, from
pain and danth, all inchrred that rFou Inay moll i wealth, lmjl
your hovaes and litile onex be safe; yom will refosa to glve ald
to thess poor poldiers, becaues, forsooth, yvn gave a faw dollars
polng Hme ago to At out & regiment. Shams vo Yoo TYou are

ned mem—you ems cowerde—ge over 0 Canada—this coumiry
has no place for suwch crantures! 4

After this impassioned philippic the Chamber of Com-
meree reconsidered its act, and made the appropriation

Generova Conindutions

Not only were supplies sent to Chicago and 8t. Lok,
but generons contributions were gent to Camp Heno, Camp
Washturn, and the Harvey Hoapital st Madison, A eum-
mary of the amounts received smd disburmed showa that

14 Brockett, p. 178.
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between October 19, 1861, and Devember 1, 1865, $23.000
were recgived from Milwankee citizens and #5000 from
other paris of the State. If the contract for Government
clothing ig added ¢o these gams, about £30,000 wers reveived,
and disbursed as follows: material for clothing, pickles,
ete., $17,813 ; sent S4, Louds Janitary Commission #200, and
Chiesgo Commision $2,410; $455 was paid fo Mrs. Biek-
erdyke; $250 to the Harvey Hospital; while the sum of
$5,067.50 was paid over 1o soldiers’ wives and widows, and
gick and wonnded soldiers, ™™

Mra. Colt saya of the work of this department: *“We are
proud that Wiseonsin, withont the excitement of a fair, and
remote [rom the sest of Government, has done har work o
well.”” She states aley, that the gitts from Wiseonsin peo-
ple during the war amounisd to $200.000, snd that tha
whole hpmber of packnges sent to goldiers was 6,000, Be-
yond & doubt the Wisconsin Aid Sosiety wes, next to the
Chicago BErnoch, the strongest organization of ite kind in
the Northwest.2®

Work for Soldiers’ Wiveg

From a aceial and econcimie point of view the induetrisl
aid department wes mozt interesting, for it grew up in
responee t0 & very sirong demand—namely, thag of the
mothers, wives, snd children of the soldiers for sid and
financinl nealstanece.

M. Colt went t0 Weshington and appesaled to the quar.
termaster-general for a share of army elothing, to be made
up by soldiers’ families. She succesded so well, thet ma-

1 Wia, Ald Soclaty Report.
u Prank Moore, Women of The War (Hertord, 12€7), p. 51
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terial for twelve thousand germents wag geenred. By gnch
methods ss thia, the industrial aid department was enabled
to do its work, without taking s dollar from Bny soldiers’
aid society, W7 ;

The officers of this department were: President, Mrs
William Jackson; Vice-President, M, €. V. Eelley; Trea-
urer, Misa Lattie Ilsley. Under their epergetic administra-
tion the work went swiftly forward, and the Government
tlothing was soon given ont. Thin was dope with great
discriminetion ; widows sand women having large families
of emall children, were slways given ihe preference. Soon
forr hundred and seventy-five women were set to work, and
the members of the society were kept buey eatting, folding,
giving ont, and inspecting from eipht hundred to aleven
hendred garments eech week., PBut they gave their time
and services willingly, upheld by the fthought that these
wives and mothers of soldiers were encouraged to work for
themaelves, and were saved from the humilintion of receiv-
ing charity.

In addition to the contrast received from the genmeral
Government, the society applied to the State guariermas-
tor-genera] at Madisem for clothing fo be made, and
throngh thia channel material for 1,904 pairs of army teoa-
gorg weg ssonred. Xt wes really gratifying to find how
large & number of women were eapable of msking these
articles well ; it was said of all the contracts, that the work
was done in & very ¢reditable manner. Fortunatedy the
soeiety through the kindnass of the Milwaukee & Prairie
du Chien Railroad secured free transportation from Mil-
wankes to Madison for the weckly tramsfer.

17 Wia. Atd Boclety Report.
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A letter written by Alfred Bloor, a member of the Sani.
tary Commiszsion, containg an approviation of the work
done by Mre, Colt. He zays therein .

In tha mldat of the eleci ladlen alts tbo cme, whe nob ouly
givee sil her days and sometimes slespless nights fo the Wis
<omfln Society, but, who two or three menths ago, braving rell-
road amashes, Moaby's guerrillas, and all cther pardla of the road,
jourtered all slome to Washingion, and by ber Naposlannie tan
tice #c softened the haprts of gtarn officiols of tha QUAMAFMAN
tor's department—ne, for il 18 00 ssriows & matber for jeting—
by her grapblc representacion of thess Yery wolen Do betors
me, soldiers’” wivea wnd widows, waltior for bick Doy or pear
plop, through wmoenthe wod pometitass for over a ryear with the
*hepe deferced that meketh the beart elok™—walting on wuch
dnye e this, with hungry chlldren cowaring eroimd her flre-
lega hearth: by ths power of truth and her pathetlas delnsations
of the alternatlve if the boon were refused * * * ghinined a
Government contract Cor (he meking ap of ecldlers’ ordarciotivem,
and it 1& Oy tha work and pay afforded them, ln sewing theps
<lother, that these poor women gat the tea to 2olisn thelr Dread,
and the salt aod Acur to Savor their children's potaicea.

- Another important phase of the work of this department,
was obisining the mozey allowed by the laws of Wisconsin
to the Iamilies of acldiers in the field, but which wost of
them were helpless to get for themselves; thus they often
fell imto the hands of interestsd pérsons, or still worse, be.
eame pray to sherpers who devonr widows® hovees, snd
aMiet the fatherless child. Me. Bloor rontinwes his letter
an follows:

In thie room 1o a braoch burean of the great end henaficlent
3pecin! Relisf Byatem of the Commisslen, and i bas besn o
genlzed by and ie carried ob osder the instouctiae of the -
rotary of Etate for Wiseonaln, = * ¥ Over this bureau presldes
the wife of an ambtoent judge * * * and on the table bafore har
1j¢ numeroug blapk=, which are rapldly bheing Allad In by Bar.

[391



WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

aelf abid her meslatant. As famt an they gre pigned (or morked)
Y the claimants, ther are Iald tegether bo be forwarded to
HMadigon * * 4 for officlal sctlon.

By har alds lHes a pils of bank checks, the frolt of formmesr
papers of the eame ¥ind, subgtantietiog similar ealoe to pay-
ment of State dves, You shovdd a6 bhow that poor Germen
WAl Musrs, beavy de, reddeoed by the frost mod hard-
oted br poventy mnd anxiely, refines mnd lighteng wp, w8 the
ptolf for the garmant is put into ber hande; or better pitll, the
Prict of thoee sbe brings back, 1 handsd to har to be srabanged
for soma lttls article of necasnity, or t0 hey Inzuvr for hes
salf or child. O atifl bettsr, ae the pen 18 pot I hor Angure
for the gtiff, angular, hlack-lettexlike Qwrman elppatyre, that
looka 8o hard and crabbed to Eoglb secipb-repdIng ofdd, or e
Aulded over the paper 1o form the orvew, which indicatee “'har
merk” which mark, afmple as it 1e §& the "open seseme’™ to B
Golcoade of asversl graenbacks: or best of all, an the pondry
dollara collectad onm & check in her favor are conmigned to the
depths of her glove, her handkerchief or her pockat. Whet a
‘Ttp, she can*t lay down het croog, onee for afl, when putiing It
on paper, abd thet ghe oouido's gt 8 choek cashed every wook,
without baviug ¢o bear (15

At the elose of the war this depariment had funds enough
1o relisve widows with families of mmall children who hed
not yet received their pensions. One member of the board
arranged an operatip ¢ntertainment, which reslized three
hundred dollars. This sim wan ueed for the purchase of
wood pod provisions, £nd a frnd for emell leane.  The only
regret of these women woa that they were upable to do
more for the needy, and especially for the disabled eoldier
“who prefers maying with his family to receiving help
elaewhera,™’ 10

is 1 8, Sanitary Commizaion Bxletin, 111, p. 010,
1 MHe. Ald Soclety Repord.
[ o]



Chapter 1V

Conditions at Home

The maid who hihde her wabkriora sash
With smifle that well her pain dfssembles,
The while beneath her drooping leah

{me slarTy tear4irop hange End trembdee,
Thoogh Heaven adone records the (ear,
And Fame shal] pavar krow har story,
Her heart han shod a drop an deax

Ar e'ar bedawad the flald of gloryl

‘The wifa who girda her husband's sword,
*Mid 1ittle ones who weap or wonder,
Apd bravaly speaks the cheering word,
What though her heert bs rent asunder,
Doomed nighily fn her dreema to hear
The bolts of daath eround him caetile,
Hath ghad aa sacred blood as a'ar

Was pourad upon the fleld of battis!

The mother who conceals har grisf

Whilk 10 hey breast har gon ghe pressed,
Then breathas a faw hrave worde and brief,
Eissing the patrlot brow she blcasea,

With 1o gue but bher gecret God

To kngw the pain that walghe wpon ber,
Sheds holy blood as a'sr the sod

Received ot Freedom's field of hovor! »

P—

w Thomee Buchanan Fead, “Wagoner of the Allwghanlos” in
Poc¢ticai Worke (Phlladaiphin, 18833, n 287
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At the outbreak of the war, hared times gat in throughont
the North and continued mutil the antnmn of 1862, Many
Tamilies roasted daedelion-root with pure coffee, others used
parched com or rye as a snbatitate for enffee; brown sugar
was used instead of white; in faet, lnxuries did not appsar
o0 the table of the people daring this pericd, end none
weare sshamed of their frogal repasts. The wearing of
plain clothes became a faghion as well 88 B virtue. An
opers Wad okly oecasionslly heard, and theatre perform.
aoees were faw: amusements took on n characier sdapted
" to the exigting conditions of life. A popular lecturs, a con-
cert, a chureh sociable with s charade relafing to aome
striking event of the war, a gathering of young men and
women to seTape lint for the wounded—thess wers the 4i-
versions from the ¢verpowering anwiety weighing upom
the people. 2

Faietics Checked

From July 1862 to July 1863, the whols North wse east
inte despondency by the reverses at Fredericksburg snd
Chamcelloraville. ;

Durlng chat yvear soelal clubg ceanad to mest Men when thay
teard of a disamter wounld give wp some fesilvs tutartalnment,
wonld foregd aven & quist avening At cards. They had no Hapo-
pitdon for mwirth. ‘Thelr hearts ware with thelr-dead and woundml
fallow-cltlzens vn the Southern battlefleld; ther sat in gulst and
byooded over thelr conntry'm reverses. Mo thoughiful American
gpened his morning papsr withouwt drendine to fud that he had
no lopger & conptry to Jove and housr &

11 James Ford Rbodea, History of the ifed Kickes from JRED
fo 1877 (New York, 1902), v, 1. 190,
=t Idig, pp. 197, 198.
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If the men of the North wera thna affected, the women
who had sent their sous, hnsbands, or brothers to the front
wore éven more saddened. In fact the heartrending
anxiety and dreadful suspense, added {o the fear of defeat,.
made the days gloomy and weary. Women weited with
bated breath for the latest Yist of killed and wounded ; they
hannted the posioffices, and eagerly soanned the Pulletin:
boards ; and in the fzee of all this, they had to keep on
with their work for the soldiers snd the care of their fami-

- Lien,

The wives and mothers of the commom soldiers heve had
oo abhals written in books. Nevertheless to really under-
stand and appreciate their petrictism and loyalty, the eon-
ditions under which they lived must be taken into consid--
eration.

Provigipn for Volunteers' Fomiies

When the eoldiets marshed away, they did ze with the
gmsarance that their families would be provided for in the
tollowing ways: Io the first place, each private was 1o re-
eeive thirteen dollars 8 month and about ffty-two dollars
in addition for hia clothing. Swueh portion of hir wages ua
he coudd save, would be sent to hia family by meens of al-
lotment-commissioners, offcisls employed by the Stata for
this parpose.  The State of Wisconsin alse gave additional
money to the wives of volunteers, which amounted to five
dollers & month with sn additional sam of two dollara for
each child, Peasides these sums the citizens of some towng
raised & fund for the families of the velunteers. Beloit
secnred $2,5600; Platteville, $1,500; while Madison had 2
tund of $7,400 for that purpose. In seversl connties the-
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families of volunteers were provided for by meane of & spe.
cial tax, which in Green County amounted to $56,000. =

Degiiudion at Homes

In certain towos wealithy citizens promised to see that
no poldier's family shonld want for pecesgitien of 1ife, Had
their families would have been well taken core of, and losa
all these plans worked ie perfection, the war-widows snd
destitution would have otenrred thap did exist to & certain
degree throughout the wer. Among the causes for this sad
condition the following may be cited. The volonteers were
pot paid on time, ngain and sgain eoldiers eomplained
that they had not recaived any pay for six months or longer,

Whilet sitting by hir warm fAre, waell fed and well olad, Jooe
thara naver rles befora him A sad picture of the hundreds of
thowsands of wlves, mathers, and zhlldren left at home, entirely
dependant for tha abeslute necegzdtles of 1ifs oo the monthly re-
mittence of hopbanda and Buthers vow dghting our battlaa? Doe
ha never raslles the fart of the advancesd prices of fuel and of
food? Doea bs forget that many of the privates now in the
army have latt 1littla homes bahind them oo whitk tazes Bre
to he pald, and that thoes homem ars now belog eold for the pey-
ment of those taxes? I offer him pletures of litde children,
boarefooted amonget the smowa of * 4 * Wiseobaln, of a helf-
olad mother's shivering, send wlihoot the means of poacchasing

fun], c¥er the body of her drinz child. The herdshite of & pri-
vate's fampdly are much greater than bia o the feld,

This picturs may be somewhat exaggerated perhaps: bt
the fact remains, thet through the slowness of the Govern-
ment to pay iis defsnders, much suffering was cansed at

® Love, pp. 130, 138, 137
M Jorres, Wy, Foluateers, 11l o 246,
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kome that might otherwise bhave been avoided. The fol-
lowing serves very well 88 an illustration of governmental
red-tape. Becanse the pdjutent-general of Wisecimin failad
to receive the reports of the Fonrth Regiment for January,
Febroary, March, snd April 18623 the soldiers' familics
in Whitewater, Ripon, Sheboygan, Kilbourn City, Jeffer
son, (ieneve, Hudson, Oconto, Sparts, snd Chilton were
during these fonr months compelled to get along without
any assistanes from their relatives in the ald.>

It is not aurprising that soldicra complatned bitterly over
the exisling conditions. Omne of them wrote:

I candldly beliave, that & Insge proportion of the gleknags of our
regimeont |v owing to the men not getting their pay. for many of
our Dest soldleTs bave famillea at bome, who are dependent on
the hugband, father, or ety wha i3 In the army for the peces.
sarien gf life, and as Jay aliar dary, weak attar waek goes by,
end avery maill bringe urgent sppoala from the dear omes ot
homs for that assietancs Lhe moldlar iz powsrless to gFive, ho
bacomes dishsgrtaned, thinke if he wers only homs, Bow moch
better t wonld be; ket no interest in the AMIL and soom getn
bomesick, and la good for nothiog to himeeslf or any coe alsa,
and them, I any alight Indiepeeltion siepa in, imagines he i
golng tb die, and In many cases doeg die, as I Armlr bellevs,
from disemmes which he wonld never have coniracted, had bhie
mind been at cape about thosed whoe depsnded upoo him for
thelr delly bread. tr

It might be suppozed that the State money would hawe
been peid regralerly, but such was not always the cage, for

# The reports for Janusry and FPebruary seem to have bean

loat: thosz for Marchk and® April wers not forwacded, throwgh a
mieundarstand fhg

m Jorras. Wi Toltuntcers, 106, p. 115
s, Ir, p. 176
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these payments were sfopped between October, 1962 and
February, 1863, The Legislature had passed an act, levy-
ing & direet tax of $275,000 State money, Which conid not
be depomited in the tressury until the following Feb-
Toary. Between November and Febrnary a sem of ahout
$200,000 was needed to keep up the payments to soldiers’
families. To provide for thix amount the Ssuate passed
an aef antharizing the issue of bonds to the amount of
$250.000; bot the bill wns defested im the Assembly. A
wrathiul correspondent writes, *'Mothers, when yonr chil-
dren are soffering from wamt of food and eomfortable
clothing, remember whose action it was that deprived you
of what was promiged by the Stete. when you consented
that wour hnsband should leave hiz family to fight. ' 2

Even the plan of raimng bounties by eonnty tazation
way nof poiformily soecessful. In December, 1881, the
bourd of Richlend Cownty levied a tax of 32,500 to be geed
for the families of volonteers. Bat the soldiers from that
eounty objected to the method proscribed. They felr that
every femily needed asistance, and that the larger shonld
have & greater hounty than small ones, regardless of the
amonot paid into the treasury by each; while, according to
the method of the board, somae families received honntiea,
snd othorg none ot all. Moreover, hefore a women eould
get p share of the money, she had to ewear that she was 4
pauper. Much feeling was stimred wp by this affair, and
the eounty beard probably ot its just dues when the irate
soldiers Teturned. ¥

73 i, p. 266
s ¥d fv, P 249
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Fromuzer Fergoilea

The promises of wealthy men in many commmnities that
the wives and Ismilies of soldiess ab the Iront should ha
cared for, ware not alweys redeemed. The following ap-
peal shows how the voluntesrs folt shont thiz mattar.

Friends, piease 0o not stand idle wilh your umeoiled bhamde
folded and witnezs theps ladles cwi sod hanl their cwo wood,
d#y after day and week after weell, sa you bave elready dons,
sfter vrgine thelr husbande o lears them o & ataks of watber
Telplesgnema, promistng and thak saraiy, to cars for thely wanis;
Bmd alac that yeir would fornlah them with compoitanhle bomes

and wearing appara). Plosgs do your duty ai bome, If F0U are
ot on the bloody batlle-fieldq, &

The women of Lodi, from whom this complaint ermes,
kad been eviticized by the stay-at-homes for gadding among
the men, whersupon en indignant =eldier wrota:

Ab, how cruel!l beipg forsalen by those whe bhave prombsed
ta be thelr protecters, having to gelly [irih (hemaelves to look
after the humhbls pltiagce that Ugels Bam allows them o sup-
port thele 1ittls flock, the beaven-daving, obProbitus aplthst fila
apon their enrn “gadddng aftsr the men™ O Shame! whers ig
thy blugh? Let thesa epithets: rest whors they halong. o

Sometimes the seldiers themselves same to the aid of
the destitmie. A war-widew of Lodi, whese hoshand had
died guita suddenly of fever, leaving a wife and five ebil-
dren, received s sobacription from the memberz of Com-

pany A io order to keep her and the children from acinal
want. ¥ .

*Id. t, p. 152,
# I'iAd, p. 2ER.
s, vill, p. {02,
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But in spite of these varions provisions there was destitu-
tion in many towhs in the State, and messures were soom
taken by philenthropic pecple te lesen it. At Madison
especielly effective work of this kind was done; there was
great heed for it, sinse Camp Randall was the most impor-
tunt military station in the State, and many seldiers’ wives
and familiey gathered there to bid their bushends or fathers
goodbye., Most of these families came in from the sar-
rounding copntry, many of them facked either means or
energy to get buck to their homes, go it fell to the women
of Madison to care for them. For thiz purpose a Tadien®
Union Leagus was formed, and through its eforts about
200 destitute families were clethed 2nd fed. Their apir-
el wants were also ministered $o, for many of thess
women were like frightened children, needing €0 be soothad
and comforted. Often the women of the Leagne wrote for
or tead aloud letters to these women to keop up their hops
and courage,

To wet the necessary suppliies for these families, commits
tees were appointed te solicit from the Madlaonm people, who
responded moest liberally. Some of the townspeopls were
80 geperons, that they stinted themgelven in order to give
to the destitute. Even the farmers from the neighboring
comuiry sent in pork, chickeps, or butter to aid the canse.
These gifts were received only occesionally, however, and
by December, 1888, the Leagne was in such straits for sup-
plies that it decided ta make a spocial appeal to the differ-
ent sestions of the sarrounding country. Circmlars werg
gent to the farmers inviting them {o attend & great dinner
in Madizgon, and to hring with them as many donetions ax
possible. They responded nobly and brought great quam-
tities of wood and vegetatles of every kind, which the
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Madison grocers stored antil they wers neaded. &0 gl;qat
wag the suecess of this party, that the scciety was Lifted
from ita plough of despond, and enabled to care for its
destitute families.
Philanthropic Spiri

Soch phiienthropic work wae done in many places, In
the mmall country towos women often made batier and sold
it im order to obtain money for destitute familica. Men
geve blso a helping hand to the war-widows by providing
fhem with fuel, and helping their husbends to secura their
back-pey. The whole State geems 10 have bean ful] of this
benevolent epirit, which manifeated itself in many ways.

The spirit of hurmanity and hrotherly love shown in the
following story makes it worth parrating. Mrs, Tsabel
Leindecker was a young war-widow, whose husband had
been reported misging in 1862, &he hed but Gve dollaes
left for herself and three shildren, and thought that if ghe
vonid get her wood free, she might mavage to get clothes
and food for her children. Be she concluded to have a
word bes.  Tn vain her mother thed to disconrage her, say-
ing. “You will throw away your money.”” Novertheless
she invited twenty-five old friends and neighbors, but did
not expeet that all of them wonld come. Having delivered
ber invitations, she atarted to buy provisions for the ex
pected guests: the first merchant whom she approsched,
shoved back her three dollars and a hali, saying: ' Take
thig, Ienbel, a5 my share. The old man cannot ¢ome.’’ At
the meat market she met with the ssma Endness; the
butcher said, that althongh he conld not coms, his two boys
would help her to chop the firewood, As sho passed the
howe of the butcher hin wife bronght ont 8 bucket of ren-
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dered lard, and on the morning of the bee cne of his sons
brough{ a large piece of salt meat, saying, ‘“Tsabel, the
bove might Like a piece of frisd meat.”’ Another friend
brought her also & largs piece of meat snd a buckat of
paucrkrant, together with a basket of eggs sxd butter from
hin wife. Ope friend sent o sack of potatoes and half a

bughe! of beets. The village hlacksmith wished alse to help; *

but sinse he had o charpen the tools of the miners on Sat-
urdays, he conld not come, but be offered 40 enmt wood et
home on another dsy and promised to sharpen the tools
which the men used, but, when he saw the many tools, he
exclaimed: Py kollf! I can’t sharpen sl doze io &
weak,’’ and locking his shop, he fed to the woods.

Mr4. Twindacker’s own story of the bes follows:

At vleven o'clock I sent my lttle Drotber to the woods t0 wea
how mwor were there, He soon cajoe runnlng back, “'Oh Isshelr
whet will you do! Thare are foriy men, and the iress s
faling lke grass” Whaot did 1 do? Belng only twenty-twa
yoara 0ld, 1 eat dowm on the Acor and #ried llke a bubr. Bul
not long did I elt there, I ran to the hotel Rept by Mbs Lefonta,
and putting my hands on her shoulders ¥ eried. ~Wew. Lafonte,
bow moch bave you cooked?™ BShe apswersd, “Chlid, you shaja
harg ell [ have conked. and T will go to baking” * * * Tomake s
long ptory short, voly twelve men chine te dinmer, npd #ix 0
sopper; just szongh to kesp from buriing my feolings. Te sum
ap the Aay'e work, I had to iny oredit forty loads, nins hanled
koime and fiva chopped 1oto #iove wood, snoagh to last Hll the
war was over. ‘Tha very bett weesk [ recoived word from my
husbend, who had besn A prEsomer for sight wechn; I oried to
think how much I hed troublzd the pecple, when sfter all my
husband wag allve to 2end ms monsy s

ma Grapt Coubty Vatersow' Asgociation, Woman's AuxiHary,
Remimigoences of the Civdi Wor (Bloomington, 1502),
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The foregoing incident shows that in epita of the hard.
shipe of the time, in spite of high-prices and searcity, there
wag & Bpirit of genuing sympathy sod helpfulness among
the men and womep of Wikeonsin,

Faihefio Incidenés

Undoubtedly a certain amonnt of destitntion had pre-
railed in Wisconsin before the war, buat thers can be no
doubt that the war grestly increased the sufferiog. In
small country townos thers were many women Yeft with large
tarnilies, who found it exesedingly hard to get along. Ome
wornan, with twelve children, menaged in some way with-
out aceepting charity. One of her children reports:

O courgs aome of wg went out o woerk apd halped all ws
ciuld, But we did not get the wages girls 4o mow aad we hag to
work B great deal bardar. I only got B dollar & week, and &
dollar snd = half was thonght ta bhe largs pay o thoss deys,

The mother of thig girl had » bard time with only the
two little bovs et heme to help her, for **they were gmall -
then and conldn’t do mnoeh *'

Another poor woman with nins children {the oldest only
thirteen) almoat starved to death, and jnstesd of using
her pig for food was compdlled to sell it to pay ber taxes.
{Ome brave litile war-widow lived in a shauty, which cost
forty-five dollars; it was bmilt on 3 lot belonging to 8 citi-
zen of the town Y Here she lived with her two children,
keeping body and sonl together by sewing for 8 womap in
Manitowee, 'With remarkable foriitude she bore hor fate,

= Miys, Plizgwratd, interrlewed br author at ‘Waupacs, March,
1910,
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and 4] refuses to acknowledge that she underwent any
real hardships during the war,

Sometimes the seldier, instead of being at the front, was
at home sick. Mre. H. had to sapport two children and a
sick busbsnd; the typhoid fever he smffered from, eon-
smmed ¢very cent they had.

Parhaps the moet pathetic case was that of Mrs. B., whose
huehand died in the South, leaving hoer with a sick child
and no mongy, ‘‘There was twenty-flve cents left after
burying my hasband,”™ she said. But the plocky woman
went {0 work in her father’s home, where she alternately

« did honge-work and carried the sick child in her arms.
Aftar waiting for fonr yesrs she finally received her pen-
pion, whish enabled her to bnild s small eotiage st Wanke.
m -]

The case of Mrs. I}. is worth recording. She was left
with fomr small children snd 8 homestead, which ahe was
later compelled to mortgsge. She managed to kesp her
homa attractive; it wag alwaye bright and cheerful; her
vmrtsing were mede from an old heliotrope dress; a dry-
gooda box eonstituted her dresser, and her rug was braided
from remnants of old trousers. The children’s shoes were
made from the tops of her old omen, her danghters wore
combination dresees, whila her bove wore trouzers made of
grain bags. Through wiekness and poverty she preserved
her cheerful disposition and managed to keep her family
together, notil her husband returned ™

1 Myg, Batar, interviewed by anthor at Wanpacs, March, 1810,
s Mra Doty, interrfewed by the author at Wauopaca, March,
1319.
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Mra. A. was left with seven children and a fonr hondred
mere farm, Eefors her hushand enlisted, he had borrowsd
g% hypdred dollars from & friend, who promised not to
prest him for the money, and to look after his family.
Eight months sfter the hushand ‘s departure another child
wes born ; thus the wife had eight mmall childrem to eara
for, In the mesntime her hushand had died in the South,
Then her ereditor insisted on the payment of the debt, and
threastened to take the farm. She begged him to leave her
enough land for a honse amd garden, buot he refosed, znd
the sheriff evioted her; her hongshold goods wera placed
outside, and she was compelled to sit up all night, to keep
the catile from destroving her possessicns. She managed
to keep her family together; her children grew up to be
neefol and respected members of the commumnity, but her
terrible experienca donbtlem belped to shorten her lifs, 5

. High Prices

In cases such as these, the high prices demanded for the
necessities of life without doubt ineressed the diffeultics
of living. Calico eost forty to fifty cents a yord, tea $2.00
# pound, Keromeme mizly cents s gallom. M. D.’s expar-
jence in buying goods is typieal. She eold a piece of land
for fifty dollars and went to town to maks a fow purchases,
By the time she had finished her shopping, she had spent
forty doltars; and the wash tab, in which she brought her
purchases home, wae caly partly filled. Another war-
widow gtates that ' Flour wes five dollare per hundred, mo

"7 Ma. send by Mre. Marthe Showaltsr {Lancasisr, May, 1¥10).
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we lived on corn-bread, snd mush and milk, till I thought
I ghonld never fike cornmen) again,'”

During this petriod many private fortunes weres amased;
the minority seemed to fatten on the necossities of the
majority. One indignapt woman says:

The secrificea and hardships 1ocident to war-widowhood were

many, but thay were bornes chesrfylly by all loyel women with
* the czcoptlon of those instances (aad they ware wany) where
the wivea of the moldlsrs were the wictims of sxtortion in the
mattar of tha purchase of howvashold gupplles fram heavtloge
copperhanda, whe by short walght and ashort mesdurs Jdieposed
of thelr commodiiles at a price not secordant with the markest
Yaloation. =Homstimes the quality of the meat and vegsahlen
{hat were g0ld by thess homan rampires to the war-widows, wis
g0 bad that it would not paes musier ln & pigaty. * * * With
beart and braln exsrclssd €o thelr follsst tension on asceunt of
fricnda whe ware Ia pardl, and 111 beaiment by tradbors at home,
wo bad & gapnercus mepsurs of Llle te baar. b

The Freater Jgcrifive

Az a rule, however, these women were philosophical. One
of them writes:

Thers wag too fitch to be dons by the most of ue to N2p
the welf from the dssr, to giwe way to our Tesllngs, and it wor
bhatter so. It gave (m the fealing that we, too, although Dot
apletad in the ranks Sounth, hed & batile o Axht at hems oo
more than one 1ins, and the worat of all wam to Keeb up hoge
agzinat hope, that oar loved ones would ba apared to come beck
to us, no matter if they could enly come; we wonld thank Cod,

M Mra, Teresa Wisen, “A Memory of War Timen* [p Grantg
Cptpty Velerans” Associatlon, Woman's Anriliary, Rominiscences
of the Qiwil Wor.

t+ Mg, sent by Mre. H. J. Eldred |(Wanpaca, April, 19100,
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i1 they were only a shadow of what chey wore when they went
AWAYF.

Probably the severest test of the patrickism of theae
women was when they were called upon to give up all
hope of the retumn of sona, hnshends, and bhrothers. Hard-
ship and privation wera nothing to endnre compared with
the losa in battle. A Kenoshs wornam had six brothers at
the front; the seventh and youngest had remaioed at home
to care for his aged parents; but he wes als¢ taken throngh
the druft, and the parents wers left alone. Four of these
peven boye never vetnrped, and today their gister in alone
ir the world.

Thﬂhualmndufawar-mdnwhvmganmﬁnm
captured at Ream’s Station, Virginia, and sent to Balis.
bury Prison, North Carolipa Throughout the war he had
kept in close tonch with his wife and family, but after his
imprisonment they reveived only one note. His wife wag
loft in a fesrful state of suspense regarding his fate, until
she read in & Madison paper of his death.

Mra. A. H Haoge tellz of a gad experience tche had with
& youup Wisconsin soldier whom she met on board a hos-
pital ship. Ha was an only child and a boy of rare prom.
ize; had been well educsted, and waas at the outhreak of the
war ready 1o enter a lew-partnership with his father. The
duy this young man left Wisconsin, his mother, forgetting
all but her only child, threw her arms sround the colemel
of the regiment and aaid, 0, Colonel, for God's euke,
gusrd my fremsure, for he is my all.” When Mrs Hoge
saw him, he was hopelessly ill, but did not realize that death
wadl At hand. She gaid to him, “*Spppose we never meet
on earth again, what wourld yom eay.”” Looking up serenely,
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be anewersd, ‘I understand you Shounld I die, tell my
mother that sa F bave Iain here these weary days &ll her
early teachings have come back, and I trust have done
their work. * "™ * Tell her I never ragratted the stap
I have taken. Bhe must ot mourn for me a@ withont
hope, for if I die, ’twill be in & glorious cause aud our
sopatation will be short.'* The next morning he wae
dead. ©

A typieal invident of its kind i the story told under the
fitle, ‘‘Ome litfle mother.’** She was o tmid, gentle
woman, but she possessed something of the soldierly spirit
of her father; she did not complain, even when the last of
her four brothers exliated, and bade her poodbye. In the
sutrm of the same year ghe bad a letter from her son
in Dans County saying that he sonld not shay awsy from
the srmy any longer. Though her heart had been strong
ghe wept at the news, but the spirit of patrictism con-
querad her fears #nd she wrote her boy a letter full of
blessings, and bade him God-spead.

But this was not her last sacrifics; for in the suromer of
1862 her Giftsen-yvear-old son (heorze, inepired by & war
nesting he had attended, decided to enlist. Again her love
and her patriotism fonght for snpremacy, again patrictizm
oomquoered, end Gesrge enlisted, This left hetr with her
husband, the baby, and her thirteeen-vear old Herman. She
prayed for the safety of her sons, and wrote to them such
letters as only a mother can write. Even now the oldest
pon rememhers the advice she gave him: “*Try to keep
your conversation nmong your comradas sach that yom

# Maara, pp. 358, 367.
i1 H. W. Raod, in Milwankes Bunday Teleproph, Marmh 6, 1887,
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would be always willing to have yomr mother hear it
* = * T hey vou pot 40 Tan any unneecessary risks, but
your mether wants youn. whatever may come, pever to
ghirk From your doty.”” He says that the first piece of ad-
viee was mueh more difflcult fo follow than the seeond, hat
that he sirove hard to live up to both, and that hig mother's
letters to him wers & tower of strength,

Plenty of trouble came to this brave and noble woman.
In 1862 one of her brothers died at Alexandrvia, Virginia
another was wonnded that same year at Willisawsburg, and
came home with a ball ip hix ankle. Her eldest son woa
injured at Atlanta, bnt did not leave the sarmy, re-enlisting
in January, 1864. Her hordest experience was still to come,
however; for when drafting began her husband was com-
pelled to go, slthongh his arm was 80 crippled that he
conld hardly handle a musket after reaching ths front. To
add to her apxiety, Herman, who was by that time sirtesn
yeata old, ihsisted on going to the front; thue she wae left
alone with her youngest son. Although the great loneliness
oppressed her she wrote cheerfuol lethers to her Deloved ones;
her neighhors were smaged that such & timid person as she
eould be 53 brave. Finally her reward came, for in Anzust,
13648, her hpsband and two of her sons came back to
Madison. They had planned to surprise the dear mother,
zn they came stealing into the roora where she lay asleep
and woke her by asking in & most matter of fact way for
something to eat. When she opened her eyes she asked
what, the rageals meant by coming into people’s houses and
waking {hem up in the middle of the night. Tn her great
joy she was the same eomposed, nndemonstrative, and praoe-
tical woman ghe had always heen. The etory is not unique
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~—there were many like her—Dbut this serves to show the
firmpess of mind with which the loyal women of Wiseon-
gin bore their trying experiences during the war peried.

Women as Formers

Perhaps the most striking phase of women's activity wos
their work on the farms. The importance of this army of
workers cannot be everestimated, for withont themn agri-
oultural produstion would in many ¢asss have heen atopped,
although it must not be forgotten that the use of labor-
saving machinery and the influx of new zattlers wers alac
factors in the maintenance of farm production throoshout
the war, Labor-saving machinery had been wsed before 1861,
but, its nae became more ecommon during the war period.
At flrst mowers and reapere were ttilized only mm the larg-
eat farme: later their nge wag more general, und smp.
plementad by that of the harrow, the grain-drill, the ecom-
planter, the mtearn-thregher, the revelving horse-rake, the
rotary-spade, the steel plow, the thresher, and the two-horse
cultivator.*

In many of the poerer communities, however, there was
little or mo labor-saving machinery and the women who did
their own farm-work gathersd in their crops in the old-
fashioned weay. The experience of Mre. D. iz a good il-
Instration. In the part of the eountry where sha lived,
mary of the women had nio horses and were foreed to har.

w B D Fite Socdo] ond Induatriel Condibons Teréng $he Oipdld
War {WNew York, 1810), p. &; “Agriculiural Developmsnt af the
West,” In Quarteriy Jowrnel of Boonomdce, IX, po 2L H. G
Thwaltes, “Oyrua Hall McCormlck and the Reaper,” in Wiscon-
gln Historical Boedety Proceedings, 1905, p. 255
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Frott ghetch by Thomas Nast, in F. B, Gondrich, The Pritute Hook
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wees oxa. Bho hereelf had to hanl wood, and inexperianced
as she wax she broke the wagon-tomgue in the process. Soms
of the women in her neighborhood sheared shesp, took the
waol home, carded and spun it and mede sock:, Mrs. D
wzed to burn hrush and bnild fences herself, and she alao
hoed and reked. She had onee a Erying experionds with an
unruly yoke of cattle, which nsed to get imto the grein;.
often she had to get op in the middle of the night in ordes
to drive them out. At one time ghe went to chureh, and
returoed to find fifteen of her neighbor’s cettle in her
whaat. Bhke raiged not only wheat, but also a litfle boek-
whest ; she bired a man to cut it, but threshed it herselt.
Bhe had plaated sixty bushels of sugar-cane on her farm
and invited the apldiers in the neighborhood to a entting
hee: aa o resalt gho and the childeen lived well that winter
on buckwheat and wolasses ¥ '

Buch insisnces as the preceding were common in Wan-
shara Clounty, which had & poor and sandy soil and very
little wealth. Many of the women in that coundiy hbad
patohes which they enltivated with the help of children, for
every able-bodied man had left for the front A yonng
girl went one besutiful afterncon out o the mesdows to
help her father. He did not want her to do a man’s work;
before the war, the women of his family only milked the
eows and attended to the garden. He was an old mazn,
however, and needed help, therefore he finally allowed hia
daughter to spread the hay; which occasion she afterwards
deslared was the prondest of her life,

Another wompn living in Wanshara Connty wes left
with only thres old men to help heyr. They ont the wood,.

1 Mra. Doty, mterviewad by au_th-nr Bt ‘Waupacs, March, 1910:
[72]
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ebe tended to the cows, cut bay with a scythe, and cradled
and bound her oats,

Mre, B. drove ten miles to Weyanwega to pet wood to
build a barn, hanlsd it back hersslf, and then shingled her
Larn.

[a some towns the women formed sewing-circles to make
elothing for these women-farmers, They enb owt and made
children s garments a5 well s women's, and sold them as
cheaply as pazgible to the wemen on the farms,

Oeccasienally woren bocams agriculinral laborers, but
this waz not common, for in many ¢ommunities the people
eould not afford to pay for help. In a few places, however,
Ferman women hired out by the day end received good
wages.

The number of women doing work on the farms incressed
a8 the war went oo, bhecanse most able-bodied men were
takeg from their agrienltursl work and pressed inte ser-
vice in the army, Mrs. Livermore gives a vivid picture of
ber vigit to Wiscongin and Iowa in the esarly summer of
1963, which shows to what extent women were then work-
ing on the farm:

A4y we daghed slong the rillwar, let our conres lesd in what-
aver dirsction it might, It to0k ve through what secmed & tom
tinuone wheat-figld. The yellow gralo wes waving everywhere;
and twokorse reapsms were entting f dowp In & feshion thag
wimld have astonlohed Buatorn farmere, * * + Women Were in
tha Held sverywhers, driving the veapess, bWodlng and ehocking,
and londing eraig, oatil then an unosoal aight &t first 5t dis-
pleagad ma, and I turned away Inaveralon. By-and-hye T obasrred
how akilfully they drove the hirsex roond and round the wheat
field, diminishing more and morz Lts periphery ot every circuit,

44 M1, Fldrad, interviewsd by anthor af Waupsca, March, 18140,
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the . glittering: bledes of the rwapar futtitg wide awsthes with
& TRpM; cHeking ‘sound thal was plosgapt te hear. Then I saw,
that: whers thep follbwed the reepees, binding aod shocking
siidomgh they-did- ot keep up wiih the men, thelr work was
dédia- #Hth Ware precidion eod wicety, end thelr sheaves had ap
artistle nish that thoss lacksd made by men. Za I eaid to moy-
galt! “They are werthy women and degarve praise: chelr hushands
Are probably too poot to hira halp, and like the helpmeats God de-
shvped thern tir by, Hiey have girt (hemsadves to thle work—and
it ire dolng it superbly. Oood wivey! dGood women!”

Ome. day Mrs. Livermore drove twenty miles across thie -
cymairn, through the stme ©' polden fielda of grain aod be-
torwan- geond miretehes of green waving corn’’ Some aeei-
dent to her carriage caunsed ber driver to hslt opposite a
fiald where six womnen. apd, te- togi. wers harweating. She
" wplked, gver angd acepsied them

hbmed s Fou ara-bolpiag to gathop the horrest? [ anld o 3
woman of lorcy-dve of Afty Wi sat op the reaper (o Jriva, as
shyopped - her horeey For-a bried breathing spelk.

“Yen medny,’ abe sald, “the men hava all gone to (Be war,
po: thal my man san't hirs Belp at oy price, and I told my
Bisli we-mnst inrn to and give him & lift with the harvestlng”

“Boll are st German? Yoo are sursly ons of my own country.
woet—Ameriean

'Tet, TDR'BID: WA WMoVl here from Cattarangus Connty, New
Yrork State, and wa've dons very well sioce we came * * ¥
Iy came vory bard on us to let the boye go, bot wa Celt we'd
oty rlpd 1o Blpder "sm  The coOntry- Oesdesd "em T0Ore'k wel

_ Wairai tmomer enoungh to hire belp, 1 it evold be had; and my
man o'l 1ike to have me and the givls a-worklog ot doord;
badnthery den't geem o hedp for it now.”

1 atepped over ic whers the girls ware binding the falisn graim
Ther ware fine, woll-butlt lasaies, with the botedt oF+s and Arm

vtk of the mother, brown LHke her and clad o the same gandible
LoRLITE, :
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“ w11 wmother” sald Annpie, standing very erect with fash-
mg e¥es, *that as Jong az the conntry cant get along without
graln, nor the army fight withent food, we're sarving the country
Jupt 22 mueh hets fm the harveet feld as our bore ara ob the
battleficld—end that port o takey the edge of from thiy Yneines:
of dolog men's work, yoo kmow.™

Further conversztlon dlsclossd the fact that awid their double .
lalor in the homee and fHeld, these wolnen foubd thme for i
magufacture of hospital sopplles, and had helped to Al e
after hox with shirts and drawers, dried apples and pickles,
ourrant wine and blackberry jam, to be fMrwapded to the poot
fallows langulshing In faroff Sauthern hospitels, Mr eyes
wara Unzaflad,. The wamen in the harvest fold ware ldvesgted
with & new and herole interest, and aach hard-handed, brown,
tolling woman was a haroime. 42

A Prairie du Chien soldisr writes:

Thera ware foor brothars of us, 41 elngle and all ubder aga
when we enligtad. This left two smed brothers, thres Foapg
aAlsters, and a father and mather te do the work of tha farm.
Thls meent planting and harvestlng evops, cotting, curing, and
atacking hey, Azing fanece, chopplng wood., caring for ibe
gtock, and in fact doing all the work that had beenh dobe
bafore by the boFs. Thess things my mother and #isters helped
{0 do. This was the conditlon all throwgh ouar gection. From
meny families the busband solsted, leaviog the mother with
small chlldren. The moither end the small brood carcied on
Bll tha work of the farm as they were sble. They ¢leared Band,
chopped down trees, ftd #lad 1o brown denim dregmes they
hurked the beush and cultivaled the gMl. They pnfhersd and
marketed the croe and thus becams oot anly &2llsnetaining,
ot astually had a surplus with which t belp the natlon. ‘Two
glrls, whom I wall knew, ecame as expert iz harvestlng araln
sud {n chepplog wood 28 any man In the countryas

. Livermare, pp. 144141
o Mp, letter af A. . Wallln (Prairie du Chien. Fsh., 1910}
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Ope women went from Medisen ivés Colwmbia County,
whers she took up uncultivated land, which she broks her-
#elf; there she planted and raised erops and was thus ahle
to support herself and her four small children. Her sm-
bition wan to male a home for ber children, and for her
hosband if he sver returned ; she kmew thai she mizht have
besn foreced to accept charity if she bad remained in Madi-

m 4T

Womesn in Now Tdner of Work

When tha Civil War broke out the total mumber of
wimen in Wiseonsin was 367,000, of whom 17,500 were
eugaged in aome sesnpation, The most populay, aceording
to the number of women engaged in esch pursait, were:
servanta, 12,287 ; teachers, abont 1,500 ; seamstressmes, 1,391 ;
milliners, 533; mantuamakers, 472; lenpdregseas, 411 ;
makers of men’s clothing, 386 ; tailovesses, 208 ; housckeap.
ers, 185; pprees, 184: and music teachers, 166. ¥ ‘The
number of women engaged in manyfacture was 773, ap-
partioned as follows: men s clothiog, 386 ; lnmber (eawad),
T4 ; millinery, 74; furnitere and cabinets, 39, +

During the Civil War, Wiseonsin women filled the plansey
left vacant by the soldiers, so that by 1865 women had
entered many fields of industry hitherto ocenpied by men
only, TUpfortupnetely there are no statistics for the latter

"4% Mrs. Bennelt, (nterviswed by avthor ef Madison, April, 1910,
17, # Conrey 1560, v6l "Populationt Women's setupatione
Are only spproximately by the compiler, for the cebaos did oot
differantinte women from men, cxeept in indusirisal Hnex
4 Ivid, wol. *Menufacturing,” p. 663. Oocupetions pmiited by
sompilar, whova legw then thirty women wers engeged. )
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year, but it may be nssoomed that thees for 1870 will ap-
proximsiely veprescnt the comditions st the close of the
war. In 1870 the number of wemen in ‘Wisconsin was 5{}9

000, of whom over 85,600 were enpuged in the following oc-
cupations: servants, 15 8T% : tearhers, 3,169 : farmers, 1,587 ;
mentan-mokers, 213%. zeamtiresses, 1.179; laundresses,
A%68; nurses, 67. The chief difference in the decade ia that
the namber of women io commnercial abd industrial pursaits
inereased from 773 in 1560, to 3,967 in 1870, The atatistica
for 1870 are: mwen's clothing, 693 lumber (sawed), 362;
woolen goods, 205 ; millinery, 155 ; furmtare, 161 ; onrpetn,
116. " Women gra also recorded a8 workers in metch fao-
$origs, paper mills, straw-goods factaries, cheese factories,
book-binderies, and glove fectories. Moreover, there were
aavgnteen womnsen Resping grocsry stores in 1IRT); twenty-
gix selling or trading in agrienltursl implements; &nd
ninety-two acting asn clerks in stores. A few women
are reporimd ag paddiers, steamboat employees, beokkeepers,
iruok wod valise smakers, dealers in bookw, stationery, and
droge, cigar makere, whip makers, far dressera, ip the man-
nfaciure of hoop-akirtg, malt liquers, awningy, haskats, bage,
corled-hair, eto, #

The ¢snsus reporis do not show that there was a great
incrense in tha nirober of women emplored ; the. pernentame
in 1860 jz 44, whils in 1870 it §s 4.9; a0 that the main
difference—agida from faym labor doring the war, wiich
does not appesr in the census reports—lies in the greater
diversity of secupations, pu“tmulaﬂy in industrial and som-
merginl lines.

oo J3,. 1870, val. "Fapulatlon and Foclal Gratlatics” ph. 6Eg—4pd,
£04, £95; vl “Industry and Wealth " pp. 583, 584.
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CONDITIONS AT HOME

Erem interviews and perscnal recollzetigoe o few more
Ia.m Dave been secured, relative to women's oscupationd.
In Richland County vne woman reised sege and sold it to
ﬁ,,edrnu:gmta of ERichland County st & doilar a poand
Another cceapation in thet neighborhood was the digging
ut ginseng, which was wold to dealers and then shipped to
ﬂlmu in the ginseng peason the woods were searched for
lib:maﬁufmmm At Menasha in 1881 and 1362 a
nippher of young women entered the factory of the Wooden
Were Company, in, order that the men might enlist in the
sy

Between 1861 snd 1865 women’s position among bread-
earners beeane more eommon, and hy the close of the war
they bad invaded wihy oew delds; mof only iz the ia-
dustrial and commereia) world, but also in clerieal, chari-
isble, anfl refignous haea.

The Bounng Mickine

In the statistics givem above it will be noticed that sew-
ing wos 8 favorite oscupstion for women in both 1860 and
A870, It iz probable that the invention in 1849 of the sew-
ing mechine by Elias Howe, bad much to do with making
thiz ocenpation so popolar,  Fo make a man’s shirt by
hand -reguired fourteen houzs and twenty minutes eteady
work ; with the sewing-maching, the same garment conld be
made in oke hopr and sixteen minvtes. The pepularity of
he-sewing.machine is shown by the fact that the number
manufactured by the Wheeler and Wilson Maching Com-
pany, inereamed from 25000 in 1880 to 40,000 in 1964 ; and

SLTMte, p. 844 (pota),
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WIECONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

the number of Singer machines from 12,000 o 23,000. &
Very few families in the amal] towns of Wisconsin possessed
sewing-mRchines, A woman in one of thewe towna was very
SUTIOTA G0 secure ome, 50 in order to reslize her desire ahe
lived on bread and molasses for a long time, and tried to
poy for a machine. A kind neighbor foand out her plan,
znd she requested some of the members of her charch to
asgigt her, After securing the machina this woman made
the elothing given her under the Government eontract in w
very ghort time. Probably without wsing the mashins
neither she nor hondreds of oihers eonld have earned s
liviog makiog these germents.

A Padriatic Schasl Tegcher

The ineressge in the numhber of women who tsught school
doring this period is not st gl sorprising, sinee es many
of thess positions were left vacant by men whe had gone to
the front. The wages paid differed, however, for in 1860
a8 man received an sverspe of $2420 a month, while a
women received only 82224, Very few acconntz have been
smeemred relating to the Wissisin women who tanght during
this period. As an illustration of the patriotic spirit of
pne of these teachers the following story is teld.

About nine miles from Wanpecs 8 youog woman taoght
a distriet school; she was devoted to the Union and
tanght her pupila to sing petriotic somgs.  The school
board consisted mostly of Bowthern sympathizets, whe told
her that smeh songe would mever do. The next day the
children began their sehigol work by siaging *‘ Jobn Brown.*

CHITR
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That same morning the members of the board waited npon
ber, und icformed her that she wmounld have to chopes
hetween discontinuing the songe or olosing the achool. The
plocky girl replied that she had a contract to teach, thei
the children wera accustomed to siog in the morning, and
-ghonld econtinme to do =0,

On the third day fellowing this spisods, the tescher found
the schoolhouze closed: but nething dawnted, she som-
moned the patriotin women of the neighborbeod, whe e
meined at the scboolhonse notil noon as her witnesses. Her
next sot wag to ¢all on the pehool bosrd and demsnd her
salary for the whole peried during whish she had expected
to teach. They refuaed to grant her request, but fortunataly
a eompany of aocldiers had come heme on s furlough sad
they incigted that juetiee bo done, The case waa at last
carried to the sironit conrt, where the jodge rendersd a
werdict in her favoy. ¥

Confederate Prizoners

In the spring of 1862 the residents of Madison were much
interanted in the srrival at Camp REaodall of 2 nomber of
Confederates, whe had been captured at Island Nowber
Ten. A person present has deseribed their coming:

A largs crowid awaited thelr srrival, apd when they cama,
ragarded their removel from the cars to the camp, with curlons
Intetest. They were received by o guard of the Minetssnth
Reglment, pocompanted by s fite and drum band, plering 1valy
aira. They peased between the files to the camp, many of them
begvlly leden wilk bBaggmapge. They all looked tred and faded,
and the pale farom of gome of ther showed that they vers

e Y

I Mr. Mdred, Interviews? by anthor at Waupies, March, 1914,
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serlously effected. When they were Dearly ingida the camp.
‘the hwnd struck 'up the tune of “Dixie” and the steps of the prie-
omers were At ohee Thede Arier and chelr eves brighter. There
ware sbowt sixty alek prischers, anil fhe yemoval of these af-
forded a .painfyl apeetacle. Ita wwlinsm wes pleved, though,
by the tendsr mpanuer in which tke - acldiers of the JNinetsenth

euppoThed their tottering ﬂapa while bhadidng thesmn to the
Btretehern.

The prisoners sooked their own Twed, epd apemod to be
estisfied with the rations they veccived nithowgh they
misaed the eprn bread o which they had baep neouatomed.
There waa.a prevailing argiety nmonig them for a supply
0f reading-matter, snd a tew pxpressad. & desire to work for
the serronnding Earmers, belioving the wrerie woald be better
for their hoalth. Fromw all acecunts ther wore most ho-
manely treated, spfl the spirit shoen toward them by the
residents of Madieon wes g generous and -Chéistian one, -

Madison women worked among thesa Confederate prison-
ery, espeeially in the hospitale, whers they died like sheep.
Oune womar, who did saweh tewsrd meking the prieonars
eomfortable, admijts that ghe had not the prddinary human
feedings for them, but mevertheless did her duty, end ne
one would have dreamed of the bitter sentiment which
ghe a0 umful]y eoncesled. Speaking of ome such hospital
seene & correspondent writes: _

Alchowgh the prepge was A Yéry mad ond, yet Itz gorrow was
abyndantly relieved by the ingtances of warmbearisd kizainess
and sttentlon. We saw some jellles, cusigrds, brendy. shirts,
ete, which had bestr senid for the aizk By . some whalesouled
ladles and gepttemen of thig eity. They have their peward in
the sratefa] prayers of slck mem, who ara far away from home
or Irlende. -

™ Corree, Wit Faiusteers, v, pp. 90, 31
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Eztravagonge Rabithed

The hard times and depression which hed characterized
‘the middle peried of the wer gave place in 1864 to an era
of reckless display apd extravagance, combined with appar-
ent eallonmess to the sufferinge of others. Amusements wers
resumed on B goyer scale than formerly. Noble and serious-
minded women were shocked, and protested agaimst such
frivolity snd heedlessmess. The Ladies’ Union Feagune of
Misdisan prepared a pamphlet under the efitorship of Mrs.
I. W. Hoyt, Mrs. Edward Saloimon, and Mrs. B. ¥. Hop-
ﬁnn, antitled *Retrenchivent, the Tty of the Women of
ﬂ;e]ﬁorth.” They argned that while the national Govern-

aent. wag.Laoing sueh an exiraordinary levy upon its funds,
it was s duty of eeary membér of the Federal farmily
persanelly to amat m meetiﬂg the demsnd. Tha pa.'mph]at
4Hg‘1¢s.

We_ha\'a bafm-e _ll.lﬂ tha upemﬂl_a of gur u-wemment grappling
with the wost fermidable rebellion that ever assanited the
wativpality of eoy people * * ¥ meching to de all through
Ata awn resources, 1u order t0 svert the calawmity of & lacge for-
slgn indebtodhess. Mo true Amerlean, man or WOmAR, ca0
contemplate this maghifcence of prepemtion, thia almost
subilme spectacle of self-réliance, withont being willing, withont
hel.n'g anxious to add the eavioes of every judlicious reiranch-
nent 10 the naddoeoal ceffers.

That smell class of persons who have ap Lndependﬁm or
who are now accumulating fertunes, ougbi, furihermora, to 4o
thie a4 an example to those who heve not such means, and
whn ba¥a yat the humen mature to seck to imitate a style they
clnnm mmi It would be a good thought it every Uine an g3-
Lra'rmnt OF &uperfimous article were aboEt o De purchased,
l.nrwknnlnsmamm the purchaser would add fo this the
valus of that outlay some one elve will make on thiz mcconnt

1891



WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

The report further atates that moat of the members of the
Lesgne depend upon business nr professions]l snpport, and
that many of the hnshande and fathers belonging to that
cleeg ars not making se mnceh money as they ware before the
WAT:

With thls large professfonal and busitess community resia
the controllibg idege, a8 well as the largely cootiolling means
of pushing guccessiully forward, or of untimely endlng the war.
It Iz popelble, that the opatural protectora of most of thees
famillas wmey, by uwnpremitting enerzy spd bosinesy Javoilon,
majntaln them in gll the comfort and loxory of the past, oot
withatanding the inevaased prlce of avervthing brought into
honsehold uga, ¥ ¥ % But are we wlling to fes auch efforts
gt auckh a tlma aa thlg put forth (o such an eod—that of case
and sppearince! How miwbh more worthy our womanhood amd
this crisls, in every possible way to help LU the burden of the
wat from those on whom (6 meloly remts.

Thers iz a atill larxer clise of famillles, from whose clichs »
majority of those mow lo the Held bave geoo. They are thoos,
who, by the dafly labor of both men and womeb, have hean able
to tornjph themmaclves with the comforts wod cheaper Inxniies
of lite. Now, with the almence of the headd and alder brothers
and sons af these families, whoss labor brought In the most of
tha little incpms, and the jocreased prices of gooda and provi-
signa, & piabs of real privation has come fo extat. We canoot
chavga all this. Our largeat charitian will oot cover o large
a ground. The only way o which wa can mest our obligationa
to this clams, fn t0 belp those in distrees, end to those who are
not, but whe from the variest of necapslies are obliged to Lllve
choaper, drees d1ainer, and work hevder, pot tha sxampls of odr
palveg dolng without those extras thet will on the one haod
cobsnie the money that cught to gv 10 aid of the Governmemnt,
and on the other, nourlsh the oatural jealmsy asd discontent
of the people. * * * The sympethy and confidence, that an
entirely practicable retremchment on our part would btring ebout
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‘Setwoen ourselves and this cloge of people, wonld remct with &
mighty force upon the rank and fle of onr armiea.

A tabla retrenchment, that would touch the health end sob-
atantis! comfort of sny membar of the boussheld, woadd eer
talnly be injndicloms. The hougslesper holds the haalth and
Aemper of hay homa pretty much (o her own handa: and, with-
oot DontroTersy, womwn mAaintain thelr ampire over the opin-
ima and actioma of men largely through the fascinations of per-
#0nA1 ApPeATATCE.

What your commitiee would wrge 15, that we underiske o
anteriltate good taxis end a wholesome abundance ln the place
«of parada and Juzury, grd that we make thir the rale, not mors
for our farallisa, than for soclel santertainroents: and tkat, In
ony perasnal atlire, wa try the charm of B vary dacidad plain-
‘I [ ] A &

Mpthing but the direst necesalty should inducs ne to cot of
4he supplies from which flowr moral and wliglocas sducation.
Thy general charitles and ineijtotions of sach commypity onght
to be musislnad, and §t wera well 1f this could be dons avan
mars Hbarslly than befors. 84

The foregoing appeal shown better then sny record, the
gpirit and ideals of the noblest of Wisconsin women. With
#och personalitien at the hesd of Wisconsin charities and
relief work, it 18 no wonder that the citizens of the State
ate prond of the part her women fook in the Civil War.

M Op. it
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Chapter V

Letters for the Front

Lettan froan home were the only connhection whish the
mokdiery hxd with their farnilies sxcept in » fow rare cages,
wherd wothen  aceomipatied their scldier trelatives to the
troit. If the home counection wes once lost or broken
the soldier wag apt to be set adrift on a sea of Ioneliness
and temptation. When it is taken into eorsideraiion that
many of sur volumteers wers mere boys, the waine of the
hotne onnection is even more apparent.

The soldier 's éraving for news from harne was more posi-
tive thap even his desire to end the cruel waz. IF hé conld
bave picked hix plece for winter-qnarters at the front, he
wondd have valped, as next to wood end water privileges,
& stetion where home mail chme regnlarly sod promptly. ¥

A young valunteer thus deseribes the valoe of the home
letters:

Wa do not get lettera grough to make we hettar men and
better soldlary. We got tha blues pometimea ang feol like puing
to the doge. The ceffes 15 bad, the crackers warge, the hacon
worst af all, and we are as bungry 28 wolvas. Jnoat then the
mall Loy bripge 1o & letler, a g00d long onhe ol yom or from
mother. * * * Immediately, all the wearinews ts gone; the
Ara hea quit somoking, the musty, fosty crackers and hacon ara

B¢ Trumbull, Wor Mesesdrs of a Ckaplodn {New York, 1808),
P 145,
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tptter, iod T nm just the hapoiest fellow [o the whols world.

* ¥ % Uue man, who wiae d¥ank Yesterdas, 13 orring tomight
between the blankets, becaime he hafd a Jetter trom hin methar.

Another Wisconsin soldier looks at the matter from a
payrhological standpoint, and saye:

Nething gives @mare iy to & goldier, aslde from tweeting the
epemy face Lo fuce, thap a tecler 1o break up the manotony of
oyr peculiar Atyle of jite, and remind hira of hems and Elndred
gplry. = * * After e solflar has Tern out ps long as e
bave he quly agks a chanse tp meal the enemy, get letters, and
have epough hard sregkers to eat. This to him in ihe sum
total, the full perfection af & soldler's life, ot

"Omne soldier pleads with the readers of his leiter to keep
In 68 &lpse communiestion with the soldier as possible, for
he eays: : :

A noddier afpe¢ 4 Yethe boxipa 1o bwe his ndivkduplity Add
framn bping. Foht - Jones, Wequire, of Progtawn, he becomes ouly
ane of the Wisconeln Bifih or [ndisna Hineteenith. He feale con-
stantly amang such & mass of msn that #e has Joak hiz connes-
on with {he wordd, yes eimogi his papsonal jdeptity, siad chat
he ie tut part of a2 mosstar machine, A Jetter from home serves
to dispel in zrest measurs thia feslipg. oo

Fortupately for the Wisopnsin soldier, the Government
made pravizion for regular and freguent distribution of the
mgil whila the men wers in the fisld or on the marchk. When
posdible it was bronght to the point of distribution by boat;
three whistlea migmified ““msil.”’ The ordinayy proccdnre
was Dor the regimental postmaster to go with his mail-bag
to the city, in apder to he present when the mail wag dis-

pp————
M Livermere, p. 646,
s ovyer. Wik Folepleors, |, pp 222-224
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tributed. Then be wounld hurry back to his ¢ent, whers he
sorted the regimental mait which head been delivered to him.
A writer epenky of the distribotion a8 follows:

It. secimad as it the whole regiment gatbered in alaht of that
podtmastars teot, e though longing eyes could quisken the
work ol busy fingers. There wis bt one thing thought of oow.
Al hearts veached toward ocome center. 'Wildug hands ware
ready to teka the feld-pndsiafl mail, when that was givean ont;
but thers was ng fesd to carry it t6 repiments] bsedgnaetars,
for, from codonel to Quavtarmagtsy, al]l vera lose by, walting to
Tecelve what thers was for Lhem. The Nne-offcers took their
mall befors It could reach thelr eompany atregd; and the men
of each cmnpany followed thedr orderly sergesnf, as b= ook
thelr portlon fop distvibntdon. Bach fase wors ap anticipant
look, and if weuld well ropay the time spent In writhhg o letter,
If the writars could only sas the happy smilay or hear the happy
exelamations of man after man, aa thelr pames ware called.
Put when the mail 1n dlstelbuted, another gight greets Fou.
Thoss who have not recelved Apything, turn awar to thedr
quarters with egad, dcjected looks, End now and then s murmur
of “I'll get coe mext time™ * * * If thelr friends cogld caly
#eo thego desponding Cacee, they wonld not be s Deagligant 1o
enswering the poor “woper” boy's letier, &

It 5 evident that this writer did not think that the
people gt home were writing enough letters, but other faets
prove that this conelnsion ‘wes not correct. Women who
lived durihg that timas speak of the grest number of let-
terg they wrote to the buye at the front; moreover, many
letters Jid mot reach their proper destination because in-
correcily niddressed. Even if letters were properly ad-
dregsed they were often delayed in transmisgion. Moreover,
the womah were ag anxions to hear from the soldiers as the

5t Trumbmll, pp. 183-13%; Cdorres. WS Volusieors, §, D S0
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latter were to hear from home, snd this incentive in itsell
was enongh to keep np an setive exchange.

Leltors for Sirangers

It is weil kmown that Wisconsin wormsn wrote not only to-
their own friends and refatives, bot aleo to men whom they
had never seen. "“Wo girle felt it a patrictic daty not to
leave any of the boys unsclaced by cheery and newsy let-
tera,'? atates one of the women. Often inte comfort bags
wonld be elipped a note that evoked a reply. One Wiseonsin
girl had a long and pleasant corvespondence of this kind,
antil the young man revealed bhimself and proposed mar-
tiage; then she stopped. Afier the war one of onr mest
bonored mateons, then only & maiden in her teens, found
& hgndsoms younp soldier at the door ready to eomplete
the sequaintance begun in this way, and Beloit wasz tha
scens of o new home, “

Bometimes young girls wrote letters to men who received
oone, having heard of their dieappeintment from frienda
in the army. Oecasionally, thooghtful women wrole a
oumber of unaddressed letters and seni thern to pome friend
amtng the troops with instruwctions to distribute them:
where they were moat needed.

The case of 8 woman in a little Northem towm is {ypical
of the amonnt of letter-writing done doring the war period.
Her bushand had gone to the fromt, leaving her with a
fonr weoeks old baby, yet she kept on writing Iettera to all
her relatives, including not opky her hushand, bot three
brothers-in-law, and three cousine. Her commumieationa.
want to three hospitals.

5 Mp. lottar from Miss Simmons.
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Atthough the majority of the soldiers mad their families
corvesponded in this wa_',r,' thore were 4 faw ezees whers
neither the ecldier nor hig hame relafives could resd and
wiits, and there wonld have beenh no conneetion between
them and their familles at all' had it fot been for unselfish
Wisronsin women, who wrote their letters for them. The
writers usnally mede such letters as reallstie ag posaible and
told the detzils concerning the soldier’a family and home,
how the c¢hildren were behaving, what dizeases they had,
how the ¢rops locked, etc. The man whe received such a
letter would get a friend o read it for him and in eoomse
of thoe some ome wonld reply at his dictation: thos com-
munieation was kept up between the here and the fleld.

Letiars from the Fleld

If letters from home were appreciated in the army, those -
from the army were Inlly a3 much appreciated at home
Snch letters were not regarded ag privete property; they
were, gont around from ome interssted pergon to ansther
until at Iaat they wera returned to their respective owners.
The seldiers, realized this, and conseqnently. they mentioned
in their lstters this person or that one who lived in the
neighbarbpod, and. to whem. the lettera should be sent. Oe-
sagignally they enplosed battleslippings and liste of the
killed and wounded.:

The men, however, often received moxe srmy news than
they gave, for the people af home kaew. from the news
paperd more about the army in general than the soldier
in one small divigion could. Tha women in their letters en-
cloged pictures of battlefields and clippings of all kiods
which they had collected; and often they used paper and
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envelopes decorated with patrietic etnblems in order to show
their interegt in martisl afairs.

Difficulties of Lettar Writing

If it was dilienlt for the women o write lefters it way
even mora 50 for the soldier to anewer them. Tn many cases
the poor fellows had no stsmps, and &5 one says, 1P
friends do ot receive replies to their letters as quickly an
they wish, they wiil readily understand the reasom,’ %
which was, of course, an invitation for the person vecsiving
the lettar ta encioss 8 postage stamp whan replying.

Morepver, the soldiers bad no convenient pleces for writ-
itg. They deseribed vividly the attitndes they were forced
to mdopt. Some zat on logs and wrete by tha light of
eandleg, others lay flat on their gtomachs, still others nsed
their knapsacks for tables. But whatever the sttitnds the
writing was kopt up throughont the war.

The following quotation showa the kind of letters soldiers
most appraciated :

A soldier for away fridn home dosk Mot ears @ hase of all the
lttle troubles his friends are uwndergolng, for he canbol help
them, snd he hag enough on his mind withoot having his latters
filled wlith gloom; but if hig Irjends would ouly show the bright

glde of tha pleiure it wonld encourage him to make himaesll alio-
geiher Alfferent from what ha o, %

The moral affect of letters from home was grester than
we realize; just ag the velue of perwonal influence is hard
to menznre, 5o waa the effect which wes produced by thess
bome letters, Many of the soldisre were kept to their duty

& Dorras, Wie. Volunteers, 1, o S0
urs v, p 190
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by each letters, smd many were lkept from vice of all
sorts by a word of advice or warning from the fur-
away wile or mother. Tt is good to look back and to re-
member what a close eonnection was preservad with the
home by the exchange of letters; apd to know that Wis-
consin wornen id theair full duty in this reapect.

(981



Chapter V1

Women with the Regiments

‘Wisconsin soldiers, on leaving their home towns, usnally
weni inte camp &t some place within the Siate for zome
weeks or months before being sent to the front. Frequently
their wives ascompanied them thithet, or came on later in
order t0 say & last goodbye Occasionslly the wives of
offlcera accompanied their hushands even farther. When
the Hirth Regimert left for the front, eight or ten of the
officers” wiven acoompanied them; all bot cone returned,
however, after having reached Herrvisburg. A soldier in
the Dixth writes: *‘ All these ladies have been very pleassnt
companions, bat T think they had better have stayed at
home.*"  Apother vounteer writes in the same strain about
women in the army: ''Thie advies ig bhased upon observa-
tion. There are no provisions made for them, and they are
regatrded &s ondsidera by the anthorities, and their fricnds
have no time to provide for them, ' *

. Fortmnately for the wornen, other views were held by
meny. One of the soldiers who took ap eudgels in their de-
fonse, argues in the following mannper: ‘‘As far as im-
propriety ia comeerned, a few women are 85 well off or
hetter off, among a thansand men, than they would be with
a minple man.” He sssorts that this ia trae, beeanse men

ari, | pp. 217, 238
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demand from ench other exact condoet toward the women
entrusted to their care, and thus women ars better protected
in the army then in their homes, The writer also maintains
that a woman's presence, for the moral effect, is needed in
cavap jast as much 83 at home, ‘* A reugh, slmost tameleas
man, while in the pressnce of women, becomes watehfiol
over every word passing his lips; he minda his walk, would
et appear filthy, desires more intefligence, and has more
pride when women are about they if 41l were men,'?®

Davghicrs of the Begiment

Two Wisconsin regiments wers sccompanied to the fleld
by young women who played the difficalt part of danghters
of the regiment. The first of these was the Fifth with
whom went Mise Eliza, daughter of Willlem Wilson of
Menomonie, Duno Conniy, former member of the Htate
Senpte, and posscssed of conmiderable wealth, Miss Wilson
had Ler vwn tent and servent, and furnished with neces-
sery food end clothing went ont with the regiment on her
philanthropie misgion. She wag to pay all of her own ex-
penses, and her dutice wers 1o head the regiment when on
parade, and to assnage the thirst of the wounded snd dying
on the hattlefleld, whers it was hoped that she would be
a real guardian angel of the regiment. Miss Wilson wea
wall cheperoned, for several of her relafives were in the
regiment, begides & vumber of men lwtely in the employ
of her father, A deseription of her npp-eara.noe iz given
in the following words:

Wiza {2 decldedly swart apd Sntelligent, of medigm Eise,
amiable, twenly, and protty. Bhe droseed [ clothee of such

< Mg, p. 210
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pattern &y the military (oot milipery) board bave ordeced for
purses in the army, which e the Turkish costame, a» near as I
el Judae—ihy mame whith sebpible ladies favored o fow yemra
aipes a3 A natonr! strle. The color i bright brown; it erin-
oline; drese reaches had way belwaen the Emea and ankle; up-
rer alesve loose, gathered et the wrist; paotaleties pame eolor,
wide but gathsrad tHght aroond the ankbe: black hat with
plumes or reathers of game coler; fest dresssd 1o morotco hoots.
Thie vivandlére dress s ng hindranee to rapld movements; fost
walking fs & greceful exercise, while tha slow loevitable sirui of
erinoline appears awhward to the lady dressed in saroy oow-
tume. &5

From Inter lattars it ia svident that Eliza was usefol ae
well as ornarmental, for she took care of mick soldiers and
““by her continued kind stientions te and care for them
has merited and ie Teceiving the blessipga of those who
wors Teady to perish in the absence of her kindmess.'

Ancther mldier, who wrote two monthe leter, saye:

The hoys heve no swesthearis to aee, apd therefore white
akirts, standing coilers, balcoll, boacm-pins and tight beots
Eave dlaappeared complotely. We heve not steb & woman EBor
B Tortoight with the azcepilon of the Daughter of the Regiment,
who 12 with e in etorm And sumshine. Tt would do yom good
to gaa her tudging alang, with or atter the regimexnt, har dark
brown trock buttoned tightly around her walat, Ler what-yon-
rallemg tucksd fote her wel fcting anitsry, her hat and festhet
aet jauntily oz oo aide, ber ptep firtn apd asgurad, for she
knowe that every artu fz cur ranks would protect har  Mever
pouting o+ passlonats, with s kind word for overy oo, apd
erery one A& kInd word for her. She satne with one of the com-
panles and remaing with the regimest. Were it mot for her
when a woman w®ould appear, we would be rmniog ofier ber,
a5 children do &ftsr an orzan sod & monkey. o

W fTad, b, S14.

w Ie, pp. 21K, 225,
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It appears thet Eliza did not tire of doing good, for she.
iz Btill mentioned in January, 1862, az heing with the regi-
ment, only ghe had been quite ill, **which alicited much
svmpathy’ from her comrades, 7

The other danghter of the regiment of whom wa have an
aceount wag Hannah Ewhank, a schoolanietress of Mar-
quntts, who joined the Seventh Regiment. A deseription of
her is given in the following words:

Jn the matier of teaching the young ides how io shoot, Mise
Ewlmpk bora ap emviable reputation; but destning her aphbere
Ilmited, she bas joloed the Grand Army, where she Mpy enC0ar-
age the aldsr ideas to shoot in a mawiber peoulintly desirable,
atl which recompends itaelf 0 evory patridic milud. Heér und-
forim ie very nest, comsistog of n Zouave Jacket of blus merino,
trimeeed with military uttons and zold late: a skirt of scarlat
mering, trimmed with Blue and #old laca; pante and vast of
white Maraellles; balmoral bovta; hat of blus velvet trimbred
with white sud gold lace, with yellow plumes, and white kd
xfoves, A more jauwnty or bewitching little Dawgbter of tha
Raghmeint never bandled the canfesn, wod It s no wondee that
the mulipler fathar jsalously watches her, and baa sworm
garradly to defend har. e E

In Masculine Garb

It would b interesting to know how many Wisconzin
women, disguized a8 men, served in the renks, buot the
questicn will probably never be anrwarsd, exeept in eirou-
Iating rumory, connected with this or that woman who.
wore ‘magenling attire.  Two wall anthenticated enscs are
mown.

wrd, Ll po 2779.
«f Tmdatad nawspeper clipping. losned to author by Mre. Mar-

tha Showalter, Lapcaster,
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In the town of Lake Milla lived a devoted sister and
brother, Sarsh and Mason Colling. When ths war broke
out, Mason mads up his mind to enlist, and his sourwgeoun
aister decided to do the seme. She wos s robust givl with
the bloom of roses upon her cheelis, and counld castly have
borne the hardships incident to & aoldier’s lifa. Won over
by her parsistence, her brother Mason zided and sbetted
the deception ; her tresses were ent short, she pat on tmean's
apparel, and endeavored to scoustom heraslt to her strange
garb. Bhe accompsaied her brother to the rendesvous of
the company, and notwithetanding her soldier-lilke appear-
ance and air of masoulinity, her sex wan detected—it iz -
gtated, by her unmasenline manver of putting on her shoes
and stockings. Bo peor Barah, with tears in her eyes, dis-
appointed at the failure of her efforts t0 become a sgldier,
was obliged to return to her home, while bar brother left
for the front withont hee s

The other case recorded is that of Belle Faterson, a
young conntry girl, who lived near Ellenboro. A soldier
who saw her at that time, says that she was “* jnat an ordi-
nary girf, neither good nor bad looking.” Bat she wes ad-
ventnrous, and one day surprisad her father by telling him
that she was going away from home for some time. Her
fomily learned later thot she had enlisted in a Wisconsin
regiment. The date of her enligtment is not certain, but
it wae probably late in 1862; ghe served in the army for
somg time, popsibly 23 a spy or & scont. Those who saw
~her in her unifprm, say that she made s fairlooking sol-
dier, and that po one would have saspected that she was a
woman,'™

* My logned by B W, Karea {Madison, 1910).

™ Mp, letter of L. D. Cﬂl‘reE' I(::];nhﬂrﬂ. Wi, May, 1010).




WISCONSIN WOMEN IN THE WAR

Oficers’ Wives

Letterg from Wisconsin eoldiers prove that the Sevanth,
Eighth, and Eleventh regiments were accompanied by
Wisconsin women., Ou Thankegiving Diay, 1862, the Elev-
enth Begiment had & dinmer, given by the Colenel’s wife
tor the officers and their wives, Concerning it a soldier
writey, **Bating turkey on china plates, we conld hardly
reslize we wera in camp.”’ " On New Year's Day, 1862,
the Heventh Regiment “was graced by the presence of sev-
eral ladier It we3 quite a povelty t¢ all and hugely en-
joved; the ledies joining in the repartees of wit which
passed from one end of the tabls to the other.”’ ™ In April,
1862, a member of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry writes
Irom Bt Louis: ‘‘Several of the tents are graced by the
wives aod Iadies of the officors, which adds mnpeh ic the
poginl easte of ouy regiment, and iz an syreeable phase of
the petrictc sympethy which the fair dawghiers of our
Union are pleased to bestow uponr our ¢puse and upon the
defenders.”” ™

Toteresting interviews cccagionsally took place between
these Northern women and the Routherners in their neighe
borhood. For the most part the Northernews wore not wo
bitter as their Beuthern sisters.  Om one occasion, however,
they had a chance 30 speak their minds to the women
chempiong of ‘‘Secessin.’” Two officers’ wives were vigit-
ing & Wisconsin regiment which was stationed at Bear
Creek, Misgissippl, They ealled frequently on the ladies

T fforres. Wi, Folumtesrs, 11, D, 42,
wJ4, £, . 270,
7114, <4, p. 09,
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regiding in the neighborhoed; in one or two instanees a
collision was with difficulty averied. The narrator re
wmarks: ‘T tel] you, the women of the North arse begin-
ning to feel combative. They won't stand secosh talk,
But we bave gquieted themn down now, pretty well We
made them helieve that it was uncohstitutional for the
women to quarrel and fight, but it would not require very
heavy reinforcements from the North {o get the women
started on & hig rzid ‘"™

A good story is told of the wifs of a Wisconsin congress-
man, who in 1861 was visiting at Arlington Heights. She
was acated in & carriage, when the Sixth Wisconsin passed,
wherempon she inguired the name of the regiment. It was
usmally called the ' Baby Bixth,*’ a2 nickname for “Einpg's
pet babiss:’? so o lientenant standing by answered, *'The
Baby Sixth, Ma'am."”” The lady, oot wnderstanding the
joke, which was more complimentary than otherwise, in-
dignantly replied, “Sir! T am from Whgeonsin, and allow
me tz inform yom, that we send no infants to war from
there. ** T

While Mre. Halomon, the Qovernor’a wife, was traveling
In the Bouth, ghe visited the hospitals in 5t Lowie in order
1o find ont how the Wisconsin soldiers were being tronted ;
latey she went to Rolla, Missonri, where an enthueisstio re-
ception wae given her. Bhe deseribea it as follows:

The racepticn, which wa recalved by onr brave officers and
men, BUTDAsMed ANy oxpectatioms I could have formed. The

camps wers decurstsd with gresn boughs and trees, & DiAR-
mldcent dining hall was tmprovieed—mede of greesn brapohes

112, §, p. 266
T TBid, p. 205,
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anktirely, and having withlp §tz green folds ons of the fbest
fertive boards I sver sat down ad  All wad gladnasd, enlma-
tion, haalth, and life. Every one aeemod rejolosd to ges ug, aod
I cap assure you, that the fatlgues af the journey were quickly
forgottan and amply repeid by the hazrty welcome gpd smiling
faces aroutnd ms. The dinfog hall was one bundred and twenty
test kopg The guests, (ncluding mearly thirty ksdies, numbered
aboat one hundred and fitty. * * * The day wag finished
with a bell, given by oor officers in an oofipished schonl Goume. 73

Mrz. Lyon's Herticss

Although the womenr of the North were much appre-
ciated in the army on aceial ocessions, they wete in the
South for far more imporiant teska—as home-mekers,
nnraeq, and mothers to whele regiments. In thess dnties
they showed their merionspess of purpese. Mm. W. P
Lyon was one of these women, Hor husband was Colonal .
firit of the Eighth, later of the Thirteanth Regiment. Al-
though she way only & young womman at thia time, ths men
of the regiment who did not call her **wmother'” gpoke of her
a4 the regiment’s angel, for she spent her days in visiting
and cheering the sick in hoapitels, in preparing dainties to
tempt their appetites, sand in writing letters to their dear
oned at homs. There was probably net & member of the
regiment whe would not have risked hin life to shizld his
good friend from denger.. The dollowing anecdote, re-
corded in a Wisconsin newapaper, shows why the soldiers
plmost worshipped Mra. Lon:

Oue night, she gaw a soldler carrriog & radl es & ponlshment,

*How mueh lonew maet you eoerry thet heavy thing?™
“Untfl mornize, Madam."

midL, 1x, p.o 317,
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“When did 7ol eat last?™

“Phin mornfog, 4nd can't eat Again until tomerrow.”™ The
ety woman retirnsd to tha Colonal'a tent pod bepged hitm o
pardob the poor fellow, Bod let him get Bomething to eat

“1 cau't do thal, mF dear, but this I w1 40, You get op =
good gupper for hims, amel I will carey his rali whiis be eats,”
which was accordingty done, 10 the great eatfsafaction of Mre.
Lyon sod the moldier, *7

Deaths of Women in the Ariny

Several of the Wiseongin women who wemt Sonth died
thétg, far frodh their homes. The soldiers, writing ebouk
theas deathe, ssemed to f2el in ezch case, that ‘he womap’s
life was the price of her devodion to her hwshind. Refér.
ring to the death of a yonng sergeants wife, ohe torre-
gpondant gayn: ‘At the time of her death, they had only
been married aboat fve months, and the heroic young wife
bad left all the luzuries of p Wisconsin fireside to shave
the toils and privations of a camp life with her hasbend in
Yirginia.”* ™ Another acldier writea:

The wite of Sergeant Willlaze of Company 1, Seveuth Regh
miet, disd in camyp of typhoid fover ® * ¥  Zhe was aick bat
wight days. Tha samp of the soldiss 18 o place for a woman,
wither to Hta or §ie ln.  Patrlotigm and !ove for har Eindred may
[ndnce & woman to surrender the comforts apd guiet of homse
for the pelvations and hardshipx of the camp: but it is ™ place
for hey, apd 1o Bine cases out of ten, sha will be more an Incon-
vanlenre than an pdvaniage, cither a8 a nurse of 4 Ineodres, ™

r Janegvllle dexetde, Aprll 15, 1¥190.
T8 Dorres. Wis. Foiunldeers, S, p. 24T,
wii, H p 1.
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Chapter VII

Hospitals and Nurses

The provision meds by the Government for the somfort
and health of the soldiers waa anything but satiafactory
&t {he ontbreak of the war. The countyy was tmprepared
for the mpergencics of warfere; sp much vnnecessarr mis-
ery and saffering ensued, sapecially during the first twoe
vears of the war.

The wolunteers atarted off in ehaarful spirits, with sound
bodies, rerdy to sndure ell necesssyy imeohveniences for
the sake of their corptry, Their patrictism was, however,
aeverely tried at the start, for *'they were erowded inte
thrs like Dessis, with empty heversacks.’® Omly occeesion-
ally ware they ghven food and colfee as they passed through
the verions towns ““ep route.”” Yet worse was the resep-
tion they met when they reached their destination, They
had often to stand for houra in the broiling sunshine or in
the druuchg:lg raju, while quartermasters and colmmissgariey
learned their duties. 'The resnlt was, that the volunteers
eeached camp uf;tarly disgusted with their sprroundings
and ratiome; while many fell essy prer to discase. ™ -

Eovly Hoepitals
The early hospitsl srrapgements were almost as bad as
the fecilitiez for trammportation; the bnildings were not

W Livermore, p. 123,
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snitsble, and there was an alarming dearth of smpplice in
every deparfment. A letter from s Wisconsin volunteer,
written in November, 1861, confirms thess reports:

A% yet we have dons Mittls Aghtlone, bt have lost & large oum-
bor of men. Ther are dying daily in the camps and hoapitals,
from poneumonls, dyesntery, and camp discases, canged by pavers
Lolde, sxposnra, and lack of proper fomd when (I. * * * Fowr
‘Lo daye and nighty there wam A very severe diorm, to which
we were exposed all ibhe tlme, wearlng shoddy uniforma and
protected only by aboddy blankeis, and the result was s fright-
ful plcknwan.

(ur hospitels gre 8o bad that the men fight pgalnet befog gant
to them. & & * T panlly balisvs they are more comforimbla
snd baiter cared for In camp with thelr comraden, than in boy-
pltaly. The food I8 the same jn hoth places, pnd the mgdical
treatment the same, {f thare |8 sny. In the bhosphtal the sick
men lie op rotion straw: In the camp we provide clsan hemlock
ar pine booghs, wicth the stems cot outl, o husks whan we ¢an
Jerk thern from o secesh cornficdd,

Wa weed beds and beddfog, hoepital slothlpg and alck Hed,
proper inediciies sunpical laskruments, and gond ourass—and
then a decent bullding or o good hospll tept for the aooom-
modation of the gick. I suppose we shall bhave them, when tha
Covernment can get arounnd to it, and 1o the meantime we LIF
k1 be patient. oo

Angther goliier writed in December, 1862, “One sould
ot expest all membera of & great army to enjoy all the
comforts of home, but the gross neglect with whick sicl
men are treated in enough to horrify & person of common
gemaibilities '’ of

n JHd, pp. 126, 127,
& Jorres. Wi, Foluntoers, 1L 0. 147.
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Women oz Nurses

Not only were hospitals in need of improvement, but the
nursing etefl af drst wes inadequate to the demand, When
this became known, nmmbsre of women, msny without
knowledgs, experience, or known fitpess for the vocation,
offared themselves for sarvice, Fortunately thete waa one
womap whoge experience and temperament fitted her to
organize and direct the work of perees in the United States.
Dorothea Dix was early appointed mparintendent of women
pureed by the Seeretary of War ; her dutics heing ““to selact
and appoint women a¢ murses and d¢ essign them to the
general ¢r permanent military hospitals,” Without ber
sanction and approvel, no woman conld enter such hospi-
tals &5 4 nurse, excepd in cages of emergency. ™

In Ovtober, 1863, sdditional regulatione wers adopted,
placing more autﬁurif;r in the handas of Misg Dix and Hm-
iting to thirty the number of beds one nurse conld be placed

in charge of.
Dppased by Swrgeons

When women first offered thelr services to the Govern-
ment as murses, they ked much to comtend with, for fow
hoapital surgeona wers in favor of their employment. After
the Governmant had decided to utilize them, the sargeons
wers tnable to cloge the hospitals sgainet them, but they
nould and did maks their lives slmest tmbearabls; it seems
that their behavier waa hased on the cool eslenlation za 4o

¥ Tarbell, "Atmerfcen Wotpen," In Amerfoon Jepasine Izir,
PR 302, 508; Redellion Fecords, Serial 184, p. MG
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how much ill-mapnered opposition would be requimite to
break up the syutemn. Ome of the nnrses eaid:

Bomg of the bravest women I have gver known, wers mmongp
thia fret company of aroy novess. They saw et opee the poml-
tion of affelrs, the attliiode srsumied hy the suegesng, eod the
wall againat which they were sxpatad to break and staiter: and
they st themaelves to work to underming the whole thing,
MNona of therm wers piroogp minded. Somea of theam wers women
of (he truest refinement and cuitvrs;, and day after day they
quietly and patlsntly worked, doing by orders of the surgecns,
thisgz which oot ome of those gentlemsn wouid heve dared ask
of & wolnpn, whoes mals ralative stood able and reedy to defand
ber and peport him. I have seen gmall white hands scrobbing
floors, waghing wipdows, and performing all menlel offices. 1
bare konown woian, delicsiely oaved for st hoige, hAlE fed o
horpitals, hard worked day spd night and ziven, when alesp
muat be had, B wratched nloset, Just large enough foe a catnbh boad
to mand lo. #4

Surgeons often arranged all the details of their wowrk
with the avowed mtention of driving out the women. Thus
did ¢ professional etiquette pat its cold paw on private
benevolence.’’ ™ The rarses emdured such treatment be-
panse they wera picnsers, and had the eatiafeclion of ses.
ing the gick apd dying mon comforted in their wearr and
final hours. At last surgeons began to see that the lives
ssved by these women rTeflected credit npon themselves,
and that their resistance to their employment was unmanly.

s Georgeannpa W. Bacon and Hliza W, Howland, Leiter: of
a Famély during the Wor for the Unics (privately printed, 18904).
i, DD 1435, 148, ’

w Ihid, p. 346,
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Wizconsin Nursss

Among Wissonsin nnrees was o Miss Hadley, who began
‘her worle after the battle of Fort Dopelson, and continaed
it on a fleating hospitel et Pittabnrgy Landing. In April,
1862, while o the hoat, ghe wrots: .

I war swakensd on tha Fabbatk mochlog by the roar of sep-
aon »nd musketey, and in g few momenis the oporatione of
oy tollat wars ascelarstsd dauble-qulck by the groans of the
woundad, The log-cablp way speedily filled with bleeding. auf-
foring humanity, and Mra. Turnsr and mrFecl! aoon realized,
tbough not for ths Geet tlms, 1that womeh have & more sricas
misslon than haranguing public assembllas, and with ald thelr
wronge & Pew rights perkape. It wae: “Oh! M@=, T, Oh! Ml B
How glad we are voo are hera”—and as one and another bBlood-
wtained countexence brightepsd at onr approach, ws thanked
hepven we were hers. B0 throngh the dresdfvl days we soothed
ind encouraged, hoped and prayed, for the enem¥s ghells Doret
within twenty yarde of our bast. I was a5 celm a2 Bf Lhix
moment, and never doubied we ghould whip them at lost. I
fear I horrlfy you, but [ de wot think I have arown  bard

hearted, though 1 can now write of scenes from which [ shonld
-otwes have run with clozed ayes 38

Anether vivid degeription of the horrors on board a hos-
pital ship was written in 1862, by W. E. Wording of
‘Racine, member of the Wisconsin Sanifary Commission,
‘whose wife was nncessing in her devotion to the sick.  “'No
pen or hrush or human éongwe can paint the loathsome hor-
rors, now visible on our boat. Tm apite of all that can he
done by physiciant and their attendsats, the dying and
the dead, the deliriona snd the tonvaleseing, all mingled
together, the groans, the gasping anffevers, and the intol-

ue Foreea, Vie, Folundéers, ¥, D. 235.
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srable steneh, all eombing to meke up a picturs of human
woee, thet no humen art ean realite, no human imagination
conepive™' ¥ :

Among the few Wisconsin ayrses now living, iz Mrs, Su-
pannah Van Valkenburg of Oshlosh; she is o typs of the
imdependent nures, who did such efeetive work in Sounthern
hoapitels. In 1863 she went wiih her hweband to Alexsan-
dria, Virginia, where she remained for seven months, Be.
icg & womsn of warm impulses and strong sympathies, and
withal physically and tempevamentally fitted for the task,
she accomplisbed much daring Ler short stay at the front.
Her flret expetience was at the Wolf Street hoepital, where
the pitifut scenes affected her very much at fiemt, but she
wiped eway her teazrs and walked over to a cot whers a boy
ley, seemingly aoconscions. Touching bis forebead she
said: *‘I' yom know that I bave come all the way frem
Wiszonsin to care for sick and wounded soldiers like yoar-
aeif? Wil! yom not look up and speek to met I will try
to Al a maother's or & sister™® place, if yoo will allow me
t'}‘i‘?

He looked up, saying slowly as if dazed ""Will yom?"
“"Try me sBd soe.  Your nurse tellg me, that you have not
tazted food for three days. Think of what you would have
asked yvonr mother or zister for, and, if posible, I will
get it for you.'" With an indescribeble lock of jo3r om hia
face the boy answered, * Can you make biscuits, like my
mother used to maket*’ She sssured him that she could,
if the surgeon consepted, That official looked at her in
amazement, bt answered: *‘Give him what he wents;
he eaunot live,”’ whereupon the bisenits were made. On

m Idd, p. 270,
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the nurse’s wey back to the hospital, she pessed one of
Alexandria's beautiful residences; to tts owoer she applied
for a jar of jelly. “Sperkling eves and an eager gmile'
wreathed the suffering face, &5 she appeared with the
wished-for dainties; the memory of the aatizfaction she had
affarded the sick boy never left her. From that very day
the Boy bagen to lmprove, and as he grew stronger, he used
to crecp to the window to watch for the pleasant-faved
woman, Ba she was called by the inmates of the hospital.™
After Mru. Van Valkenburp had been at Wolf Street
kospitsl a4 short time, the superintendent of the Umifed
Btates Christisn Commission learncd of her gratuitous la-
bors ; he offered to place the suppliss in the custody of that
organization at her disposal; this privilege she svailed her
gelf of very often. In Jannary, 1864, she was traneferred
te King Steeet hoapital, where she 'remained until illness
forced her to give up her work, At fhe latter hospital she
was allowed to enter the wards at all hours of the day and
pight ; & privilage she often made use of, for in Mxy, 1864,
a number nf wounded poldiars were brooght in, who sadly
peaded ber oonstant care At one time she solicitad from
Battery A a &enm of maomey, which she expended in buring
lemons and sugsr, with which she made letwonade in two
large camp-ketfles. Nearly every bospital in Alerandria
received itn ghare, and the gratitnde of tha soldiers for the
cooling drink was touching, Through the gencrosity of &
weplthy woman who had ssep her trudging back and forth
to the hogpital, laden with supplies, ehe was enabled to

= Grend Atmy Publishlog Company, Soidters” dmd ibeens
Afvym of Blographical Fecord, Wisconsin {(Chizago, 15851, 1, o
T,
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sarvo the boys with soup ; on the daye designatsd Mrs, Van
Valkenborg and four boys in blue who belped bher, ressived
two large camngp-boilexs of soup for the aick scldiers.

But the activities of this helpinl woman were not con-
fined to bospitals alone; she made the wmnall cottage her
bushand had buailt in Battery B, a social eenter for the
aoldier boys, who rsn in and out as thongh it was theix
home, and she their mother. So comfortable was ihe Little
cottage, that the capiain of the Commuigsion brought & Mas.
anchnsetts officer to see “what & home 3 Wisoomsin women
could make in & soldier’s camp.’” Yei it waz only a room
twelve feet square and bgilt of the plainest materials, *
At entertainments and in the varions charehes she took an
active part in. the einging, She used also to write lattars
for the acldiers, conveying the last measaga of the dying, or
ingniring if the kceprakes of the dead soldier had reanhed
their proper destipatign; if they bad been kept back for
any reggon, Mre. Vap Valkenbury made it her duty to re-
port the matter, and force the goilty person to give up the
artieles

An a type of strong, sane womanhood, and of vigovona,
rrselfish servics, Nrs. Van Valkenburg shonld be Tegarded
as one af the first in the list of Wiscongin women of the
Civil Wazr period.

Occesionally 84 Wisconsin woman served as hoapital
watron; & news item from Camp Randall states that the
wile of the orderly to the colonel of the Eighth Begiment
was to go with her hmsband in that capacity. ®

July 1, 1864, the wages of hospits]l matrons were inereased

v Ihid, p. 841,
* Oorres. Wis. Folunteers, i, p. 6.
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io tem dellars 5 month and rations. ** When the responsi-
bility and difficuity of such a position is considered, the
compensation seemk wimest ridiculonsly inadequats.

Sanitary Agenis

Another phase of women’s work in the hoepitals wea the
distribution of sanitary sppplies. For this purpise sey-
erdl Wisconein women then living in Washington were
appointed. The experionce of one of these agents in Oe-
tober, 1262, throws mmeh light bopen hospital condi-
tions, The camp which she visited, eontained 16,000 men.
These marely existed under the ferribla conditionms they
were subjected to; 1,0 of these eoldiers had no shirts,
many were ill with typhoid fever, and were [¥ing in the
gand and dirt with no pillows under their heads. Humn-
drads of the *fpoor filthy fellows'' followed her, which
made it nesessary to have a guard to elear the way. In
relating her experiences of those dreadful days, she says:

T went to the panitary room and took soma thres hundred
ghirte, two hondred pillows, crackers, Irult, copdensed milk,
btispkets, of¢. One poor man Irom Wiscongin, the most like a
ilvlog skelston [ ever saw, to whomt I anve a blapket, belog &
Nitle delirious, kept repeating to bloweel! aod to others, “Have
aot got to ablver temlght™ over and ovar apkbh. I thine home
determined to do gomething for them and went to Mr and Mra
1., to tha surgesn-generad, and to the medical pirveror; and yes
tenday I vigited mest of the cotutnittees to get all I coui, andg
trday 1 go ont with & nuomber of digtributora. I gathered spongh
10 take Covr wWepomd, ieide hall a baal-load, and eixteen per-
gonE for disirihutors when there. I bave just basn out with
my ambnlencs sod bought seven barrels of onkonx, ten of pota

11 Reballion fecords, Berin! 156, P 1%
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toes, twelve hondred shirts, obe thousand sheets, two bhup-
dred drzwars, four hondred pants, siz barrels of drisd froit,
twealve paire of crulches, five hundred plllows and ogacq, Beventy
guills, ome bundred pounds of condensed beef, glXtT cats of beef
soup, and eighty coghlons for wouoded llmbe, ete. But thip
BmOAE B0 WARY |2 hut very little, = * *

Dh! gueh aceman, much tears, aueh apressions of grotitude—
it wag enough to break my heart. * * ¢ Jgltludes thiofeed
around, begging for things. I told them I would give them ell
gomnething il they would keep off. But, O sach pleeding and
iwgglog, “Pleage, madam, elve ma a shirt, 1 hare oot bad ome
Iz two mentha” “Fleass give we B pair of socke or shoes, 1 have
not hedd 2y 1hese Cour months, amd you can ses how sore and
swollan my Feat are” They stood four deep, two lines each slde
of e full four rode Iohg, just as cloge ag podaibls, * 0 &
fArgt apcarialned by the aid of tha offver of tha day, who had no
shirts aod gave to them #rst knd then to others, as Elacrestly
&z ] could. We then ogpeped the ooinos, eome of thom, and 50
mMADY hegped amd pleaded for one raw, we conM ind no plase
to aigp tIN two half karrela were given ocut. * * * Bul noder
gtand that after all that wa gave ¢ * * only the aickest sod &
tew others ware gupplied. The ma=zg are without beds, without
EFell KIFaW Lo Ile An, bor «¥en gris, the groupd Deing (ramplad
on by ac great a crowd, wlghicen thoumand. * * ¥ The aecohil one
I spoke t0 im the hospital wag from Wiscenain, and O, hiow hia
cre brightencd, aa 1 sald “These things came ITom FONF oWR

]]_umg_” [:*

Thnz it mey be seen, that Wiscongin women did their
full share of work ip the South, a5 purscs, matrons, and .
ganitary agente. It waa alzo lergely due to their offorts
and # those of other Northern womnen, that the hospitals
were made places of comfort and cheer, instead of being
npelean, nosapitary holes, unfit for homsn beings 1o oc-
COpY.

8 Torren. Wis. Folunteers, L, Do 210,
[1:7]



Chapter VIII
Mrs. Cordelia A. P. Harvey

Among the women whom the Civil War brought io the
front as leaders, such as Louisa Lee Schuyler, Dorothea
Dix, and Anna Dickinson, Mrs. Cordelia A, Perrine Harvey
from Wiscongin, dessrves a place, In some respects she
was & national figure, one of the great srmy-nuraes whose
work was not limited by state lines,

Early Life

The early life of this remarkable woman did not differ
from that of other Wiseonsin women of her day, who spent
their lives in small towns, busy with the daily routine.
She lLived for many years in Kenosha, where her fathar’s
family, the Patrines, ware prominent in the decads of the
forties. There she tanght school, and there she was married
to 8 school-teacher, Lonis P, Harvey. 1In 1845, the young
eouple moved to Clinton Junction where Mr, Harvey kept
a country store. Thenee they ramoved their home to Sho-
piere in Rock Counly, where they remsined wuntil 1855,
when Mr. Harvey’s election as Becretary of Siate made
bia presence in Madison neceasary. Mr. Harvey was s per-
som of strong personality and political sapacity, znd in
1861 the people of Wiscongin elected him Governor. From
the day of the firing on Fort Sumter both he and his wife
gshowed 1 deep interest in the Civil War. A company of
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volunfeers were named for the Governor, the ‘‘Harvey
Zonaves;'’ to each of its members Mre, Harvey presented a
Bible and a Testament; with additionsl rensembrances for
the officers. _

In the bugy days whick fellowed the first 2all for troops,
Mra, Huarvey sniered with enthusiaem into work for the
soldiers and their familiss. She war enabled to give her
time, beceuse she and her husband were boarding: and ahe
wag not cumbered with household duties

Foverner Harvey's Dedth

fovernor Harvey went to the South in the spring of
1842 in order to learn whether the gick and wounded Wis-
pongin men wers well caved for. He stopped at Caire,
Meund City, and Paducsh, in each epse making visite to
hospitels, where the sick of Wisconsin regiments were lo-
cated. The Govermor’s deep sympathy is shown by the
following comment in one of the reports from the front:

Tt would have moved a heart of atops t0 withess the Interviews
between the Governor and obr woibded beroes. Thers was agtie

thing more than formality ebout thess vieite, and the men Enew
it by anre inatinet. 98

At Pittsburg 'I.ranﬂing the same was even more evident:

The nawa of the Governoer# arrivel spread as If by magle, and
at avery houss theme who could atand clustered around him,
sod thoemss who bad pot raited thelr hepds for deys, sat np, their
faceer aglow with gratltude for the Eled fooks, and worde cbd
acty, which showsd the Governor's bander sere of them At
timois thege srensz were 8o aNectlng, that even the Goverpore
gelf-onntrol failed him, and he conld not trogt himmeld to el

wrE, v . 388, AT,
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‘When he bad done everything in his power for the Wis-
¢omsin mer, he went to Savapneh, seven miles away, hig
heart filled with well-earned satisfaction as a result of his
labors. From there Le wrote to hiy wife: ‘‘Yesterday was
the day of my life. Thank God for the impulse, that
bronght me here. T am well, and hava done more good by
ecming, than I can well tall yom, ™’

At Savannah, Tennessee, 83 he was abont to pass from
one boat to amother, his foot slipped, and ke fell into the
water and was drowned, before help could be seenred,

While this tragic event was taking place, his wife, tetally
meonecious of the shoeking incident, was busily engared
in eolleeting mongy for the relief of soldiers’ families.
When the dispsich contasining the distressing news was re-
ceived by Adjutant-General Gaylord, Mrs. Harvey was at
the capitol, securing subseriptions in order to nid a desti-
tute femily I the city. An attempt wee made to get her
to her boarding house, before the contenta of the dispateh
were made known, bot Mrs. Harvey understeed at once,
by the faces of the men preaent, that some bad news had
been rveceived. Her friends tried to accompany her home,
agnd Mr. Geylord told ber thet a romor had been received,
which gave him some anxiety in regard to the Govermor.
While they were attempting t¢ conceal the full extent of
the calamity, she stopped snd ssid, “‘Tell me if he iz
dead!** Mr. Gaylord evaded & direct rvoply, but she road
the fatal news in the eEpression of his face and fainted.
She was taken home, where for a short time her griaf nn-
settled her mind. ™

ot Tuttle, Do TO0.
vt figrres, Wis. Folunleers, v, Ip. 237, 255,
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She was not a womsen te spend ber life in mourning,
however, and when the intensity of her grief had somewhst
lesgened, she began to ask herself what her duties in lifa
were to be, While in this gtate of mind, she osme to reglize
the whole import of her husband’s character, of which hia
lzst Jetter to her waa but an index. This feeling took such
& strong possession of her, that a setiled conviction pos-
sesgted her that her duty in life wags to finish the work
which he Lkod left vhdone. ¢ With a woman of her tem-
perament, fo will was to act. She soon therefore began to
inquire where and how sbe conid be most helpful to Wis-
aongin goldiers,

An exiraet from a letter of Judge Howe, dated Angnet
27, 1862, ghows what plans her friends made for het: @

Mrz, Harvey {8 viatting ue. You cen lmagine something how
she Fuffersa from the lose of her husbatd. Her triends desire
that she should Had emplaymept with which to cecupy her mind.
But what smployment rgn 4 womak Gnd? 2he is neged to oy
a gehool far Fotuby ladiee, but ahe fenry the derangement of tha
timea will forbid eucregs, avd ae &0 I Bha haa thought of B
Doepital, bot yon know Geperal Hamownd fa taking them
under hls own care excingivaly, and her strength wild md warrant
her in contracting for day lahor,

Thiz moroing I suggested 1o ber the 1dea of being appointed
allotment commigeioger 1o place of Mr. Holtow. It pleases
bar. 1t §8 & kipd of missiopsry Taber, to which sha L8 folly
equal, and in whicth ahe will Be, T 2 eonfdant, very anccass-
ful. I know Do ome more ansvgeotle than she ig 1o what-
ever jntersets her. Tou Znow how Jeeply she has interested her-
golf 1p the welfare of tha army. She could plerd the cavae of =
eolier’s family to the soldler bimse), T think, with great effect

8 Tuttle, p. 700,
#? Ma, letier of Judge Hows to Judge Doolittle (Green By,
Aug 27, 1863).
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The duties of an sllptment commigyioper were to wixit
the different companies in order to ascertsin what pro-
portion of the seldier’s wages he wonld send home in
monthly or other installments, This money wes to be
piaced at the disposal of the familise of the volumteers.
Considering the soldier’s temptation, this eystem waa &
very wiefol one; it apportionsd part of his pay by his own
act, in order to support his family. **

Seriiary Agant

This w2s not, bowever to be ber work. September 10,
18682, Governor Halomon appeointed her sanitary ageni at
3. Louis, and for the suceeeding four yvears she rendered
seeepinble service o the Bonthlond for Wisconsin
soldierw. »

It will be emeier to ynderstand the xecret of her succesa
in the Houth, if we realiza what manner of womsn she
was. From all acspnnts she was not beautifnl, althongh -
poascased of o stiong, magnetic personslity, and delight-
fully frank, yet charming manners, Her tact was ynusgal,
therefore sha saceeeded in acecemplishing things in whish
other people fajled. United with this tsot was en in-
domiteble will and an untiring persistence. With soch
characterigtics it might be imegined that she lacked in
tendernese and sympathy. Soch was not the case, how-
ever; her motherly heart apd sympathetic nature sensed
the men to ¢all her the “*Wiseousin Augel.’™ Tnlted to
thess quatities ¢f character and femperament was her ex-
perience in soeial affeire; che knew how to approach those

# (Yorres. Tis, Folunéeers, v, P 241
= Guiner, p. 126.
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in high offieial positions as well a5 the humblest priveta
Withal, she had a fine sense of humor, a fand of hemely
eommon sense, and & deep religions feeling, which ex-
pressed itgelf in deeds rather than in words. She was gl
woayd modest and offen said that every patrioHe woman
in Wiscongin deserved &z much praige se she. Tn ghort,
slle was an exiremely human, lovable parzom, of the high-
ast type of womanhood, unselfish, unconscionsly great, and
Wieeonsin can forever be prond of Daving the honor to
claim her as its danghter,

Early in the fsll of 1862, Mra. Harvey went to St. Louin
as sanitary agent. Timidly and carefolly she felt her way,
at frat secking to comprehend the necessities of the mitua-
tion, for other ictelligent and worthy women bad failed
when attempticg what she waa sssigned to undertake, !
Hhe found the medics]l department poorly orgamized, amd
hampered by many incompetent surgeone.  Although she
realized the delicacy of ihe situstion she wes firm in her
opinion that conditions myst be radically shanged, svem if
the zacred red-tape of government rules had to be ont.
Ghe hegen by vikiting hoapitels, in order that she might
find out where improvements were most nesded. She
stayed for meveral weary weeks st St. Louie, where she
visited the hospitals et Benton Barracks and Fifth Street;
these were crowded with men from the campe and battle-
fields of Bigaonri and Tennessee. )

At Cope GHrardesw

Afterwards Brs. Harvey proceeded to Cape (lirardean,
where hospitals were being improvised for the immediate

1Love, p. 1045,
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uae of the sick and dying, then being brought 1o from the
swampa by (he returnicg regiments, and up the rivers
in closely-crowded hospital boats. These hospitals were
mere sheds filled with cots, side by eide; zo tlose, there was
acarcely room for a person 1o pase beiween them  Mre
Harvey describes their conditiong as follows:

Foeumonia, typld, and camp feversy, and thar fearful acourge
of the Soothern ewamps and rivers, chronie dlarrhoeg, occapded
every bed. A eurgeon omca said fo me, “There lz nothing alee
thare; hora Y sea prevmonls, and there Fever, and on that cob
ancther dlsesge, and I ses nothing elsa! You had batter stay
away; the aiy 18 fol] of contagion; and contagion and sympathy
de not go well togsthar.™

One di¥ a woman paased ihrough these wncomtortable, iil-
veoilieted, hot, unclean, infected, wratched roome: and she eaw
something else there. A4 Land reached out and clutched her
drem, Oog caught her shawl and kissed {i, abolber her hand,
and praesed it 1o Lis feversd cheek; soother in wild dalirlom
cefed, “f want to¢ go home! T want te go home! Lady! Ladyt
Teks ma it wour chakial; takla me anay!™ # ¢ 8

Thia woman falled te zeé on thege ooty aunght bk the human
[beings] they wers to her; the gong brothers, hushands, snd
fathers of anxiows wesplhg otea at bowe, apd as auch ghe carad
tor, and thomght of themn, Arm lo &rm with health, she vialied
day by day every gufersr’s cot, dolog, it la troe, very little,
bt alwars nkibg with ber from the outslde world fmsh alr,

freah Apwers, and all the hope sod comfort she conld find in her
heart to glve thetn, =

Althongh Mrs. Harvey speaks thus modestly of her
labors at Cape Girardean, her work there was really hereic,
for the conditions with which she had to contend were
maore Jetressing than can he deseribed. In the intensely

3 Ma. lectora by Mra. Hervey, loaned to the suthor br M.
Jamea Selkirk of Clinton,

[124)



MRS. HARVEY

warm siimate, contagions diseases Hourished. Mrs, Harvey
found on her arrival that the body of a dead soldier had
lain for hours unsttended to, because those in charge wera
afraid to tonch it. But Mrs. Harvey was not afraid; with
har own hands she bound up the face, and eneouraged

by her coolusss the burial party was induced to coffin
the body and romove it from the house. *

Bacyres Reforms

Worse than all was the fact that the sick and wounded
had nothing to subsist on but the common army retioos.
One of Mrs. Harvey's first aets was to falegraph o the
'preaident of the Weatern Sanitary Cormmigsion for hos-
pital stores; such were sent immediately to her in libersl
mengure. * Soon after returning to St. Louis, Mrs, Harvey
came back to Wisconsin, where she did amuch to srouse ans
thusiasm among the women and to give direction to their
work. In October she again revigted the hospitals, where
ghe did gll in her powsr to somfort the soldiets by writ-
iog to their friends and procuring discharges for these whe
were upfit for service. &he returned to St Lonis on No-
vomher 1, when the surgeon in charge of the hospitals
wrote to Governor Balomon, commending her efforts. Do
iz the sume inonth Genersl Curtis grve her permissicn
to visit all the hospitals in his command, and he sent ordetn
0 quertermesters snd {raunsportation companies to afford
her and her sanitayy articles free transmission. Bo she
gtarted om a tour of inspection, which embrased all the
general hogpitals on the Mississippi River as well as the

1 Broekett, p. 263
aIbid, b, 6%
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rogimental hospitals for Wisconain soldiers. Om thiy tour
phe visited those at Helens, St. Lomis, Bolla, Ironton, and
Memphis,

While on & stesmer from Cape Girardean to Helena,
Mry, Harvey hsard & young major ip the regular army
eoolly remarked that it was much chesper for the Govern-
ment to keep her sick spldiers in hoepitsls oo the river,
than to furlough thewm, Upon which she quisthr Temasried

“That ia troe, Major, If alk were falthtn] to the Government, but
unfortnnataly & majority of the surgeshs i the army heve son-
gelentious scruples, apd verlly balievs it to be thefr July to Kiap
thess Bick men sllva ay long &8 poealbla. * * ¥ Don't you think,
alr, thiet It wonld bs p tride more aconomical to 5e5d these DooY
fellows North far & few weeks, o regsin theldr streugth, that
they might peturn ot cnce o sctive service™

Mrs. Harver was prevented from hearing the Major's
reply on gesount of the other officers” loughter, It rooma
that the Major was the medieal director at Helena, where
over 2000 Northern soldiers lay buried. It wse Mra. Har-
vey'e opicion thet two-thirds of these men might have
been eaved if they had been sent North. Tpon inguiry she
Jearned from the gurgeon in charge of the hogpital that he
had meveral times made ont certificates of dirxbility in
order to secure furlonghs for some of the men in hie heapi-
{al; but when these were sent to the medieal divector for
hiz signature, they had been invariably disapproved. He
bad zls¢ permitted the men to submib their papers in per.
pon; only to have them peverdly reproved, and ordered
back by the director, ‘‘and,” he continued with tesrs in

s Ibid, p- 264; Tutile, p. 701
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his eyes, “‘many of them never returped, for broken.
kesrted, they have leih dewn by the Toadside and died. " *

Tnfluence with Officials

Mrs. Harvey had one memorahle experience in seenring
the diecharge of a gick boy. His mother bad succceded
in getting her mom a8 Ear as St Louis, where his papers
were to be sent; but here she met with reverses, for the
papers sent to the medieal divector weare improperly mada
nut, consequently his approval was unot seenred. The
hroken-hearted mather told ber story tp Mre. Morvey that
seme night. She impulsively said, *' Give me the papers,
and off she went to the office of the medieal director. ‘*He
was 4 man fally aix feet high, over ffty years of ape,
Iwith] & beard like Oliver Cromwell's, & face as stern s
fate, snd of ths regular army.”’ She entered hig offlee,
seated herself and waited till he spoke to her. After &
eurt guestion or two the geperal weni on writing; finally
he turned and zaid: *'May as wall hear it now BB ever,
what is it17’ Whereupon Mrs. Harvey stajed the ease ax
well as eho conld, interrnpted culy by the half-rode, half
impatient remarks of the inspector. Pinally he sald, as
it in self-defense, *“Wa bave army regulations; we cannot
go behipd them. Yem Mmow, if I do, they will rap me
orer the kowmekles at Washington,'' To this the qumick-
witted, carnest litHe woman replied, ‘“Oh, that youwr
 knuckles were mine. I would be willing to have them
slinned ; the siin will grow again you know."”

*‘Yyhere are these pepers?”’ ho eaid sharply. ‘I have
them here in my pocket.’” ‘‘Let mne sea them.” Mrs. Har-

*+Horver ha. p. &
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vey took them out slowly and handed them over to him,
blank side up. He turned them, and his face flushed as
he said, *“Why I have had thess papers and disapproved
them. This ia wmy sigoeture.’’ Tremblingly ebe replied,
“1 knew it, but forgive me. I thought maybe when you
knew about it, General, and the mother was weeping with
the skeletom arma of the oy apound her neek—1I thonght
mayhe you would da something or tell me something to
de." *‘SBappose I do approve these papers, it will do no
good, The genersl in comuand will stop them and cep-
gure me.”’ “*But you will have done all you coukd and
have obeyed the higher law.'”

She hed won, for the remorseful men eroased out with
a firm steoke of hiz pen “*disspproved,’’ and wirote ““ap-
proved’” upon the discharge, after which he seid in a
quick, hasky tone, ‘'Take it, and don't you cpme here
again today.”’ As Mrs. Harvey raised her eyes to thank
him, ghe saw & seowl on his brow, a emile on his lips, bat
tears 1 his eyen, T

Angther atery showa how M. Harvey socceeded in se-
curing the assistance she wanted. An erring boy of nioe-
teen hed degerted from a Minnesota regiment; later he
had joined a Wiscongin regiment, from which he had been
honorably dizcharged after having heen wonnded in a
battle. In gne of the lowest dens in St Lowis he bad been
drugged, robbed, and left lying on & filthy mattress. There
he was found tessing from mde to side, stricken by dis
ease sud in a defirions condition. Mrs. Harvey soothed
him #a best shs wonld. RBecopnizing the hapd of kindness
on his burning brow, he erisd **Mother.”’ Afier a touch-

7 Ibid, pp. 4, 6
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ing acene she left, promising to retum in half am hour
and taks kim away. This was easier said than done; the
bo¥ was gt thet time only a citizen and not & eoldier, and
thorafore he eonld not be admitted to a military hospital
But he was dying, and in order to prevent hie mother from
knowing that he had died in such & place, M. Harvey
determined to mpke 8 desperate sffort to got bim admitted
to the hospital

5o she went to her old friend the medieal director, and
told her story, saying, '‘General, write sn order quick to
the surgeon in charge of the Fifth Street hospital, that -
the boy may be received. T glso want an ambulanee, oat-
trems, and bedding, and sone mon to help me to mowva
him. ™ 'Yes ves, but listen, [ have no right; T ean™ do
it.” “I know—1I know, but please do hurry—I promised
to be back in helf an hour, and the hoy will expect me '
The Geoeral imitating her voiee, gave the order snd eon-
tinoed, ‘‘Here iz the paper; what else do you wantt
Heneeforth we do what yoo wish and no questions ssked.
It ia the casiest way and I goess the only way to get along
with youn.’®

As Memphis

Early in February, 1363, Mrs. Harvey went to Memphis
from which place she sent & letter to the Governor of our
State nrging him to esteblish s hoapital at that place. Here
the also sueeeeded in procuring furloughs for men who
would otherwise have died. In fact, ber induence wae po
grest that the poor snd ignorant ones had s strange, al-
most guperstitions vevereage for her as one who used ber

& IMd, p. B.
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grest pewer for the good of the ¢commoen soldier.* The
eatimate formed of her authority by some of the more
ignorant class showed itself sometimes in 8 {ndictow man.
ner. For instanes she received letters from homesiok men,
begging her to give them s furiough in order to visit their
familics; ¢ven deserters and men confined in militery
prisons, sssed her to help them and set them at liberty, -
promising her that they wonld reform. »*

A Wiseongin soldier who had been left in a convalessent
camp wt Memphis, gives a glimpee of Mra, Harvey st her
labore. He zsw her. ot the camp peversl times, ecarrying
froits and wine in a basket; he saw her also st the general
hospital, where she again carried her hasket, full of
delicanies, When the soldiers heard she was in the room,
they mzed to reise themselves from their pillows and eall
her the * Wisconsin Angel.’’ Each Wisconsin soldier re-
ceived a treat Prom the basket, sud Mrs, Harvey was sorzy
when szhe wes unsble tp dispense her charity to all the
Union soldiers in the hospital.

There was 4 »prgeon from Wisconsin at this same hospi-
tal, who was proving untrastworthy on ascount of his
fondness for drink; M, Harvey was determined to have
him remaved. She sent for him to come to see her and in-
farmed bim that she kad writien to the suthorities at
Madizop, and that he was to leave at once, as he was unfit
jor duty. o

4 Tutile, p. L
12 Brockett, p. 265.
11 Ma. letter of G L Mointyre [Pnrhra, April 2, 1910).
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Brings Sick Soldicrs is the North

After visiting Memphis, Mrs. Harvey inspeeted hospitais
at Corinth, Jackson, and La ranga. She wmet (General
Girant at Vickshurg in March, 1863; here she mereeded
finally in eecnring from him an order that patients wha
suffered from chronic dysentery should be sent to Northern
hispitals, and that the convalescemt camp at Memphis
ghould be eleared ont by discharging the men who wera
wnfit for service, 2nd by sending others to their regiments ;
that madieal inspestors should be appointed for every
army corps, and thet they should have full power to dis-
charge disabled men. **

Mrs. Harvey began her task at Memphis, where she
foumd 100 me in 5 convaleseent camp gt Fort Pickering,
These men eould not live nnless they were taken North.
Bhe ascompanied them up the river to Cairo; {rom there
they went by rail to Bt Louwis, where a travsport awaited
them. Ir the meantime Mrs, Harvey had nov only secered
trepsportation for them to Madison, ot as they were
needy and had wot beon peid, she procured s ehange of
¢lothing for cach one from the Western Sanitary Commia.
sion. The experiment wae a success, for out of the whola
nwmber released from this camp only seren Jied. ™

Inspects Hospitals

In the spring of 1863, (epersl Grant was making his
approaches npon Vicksborg, At that time Yomng'’s Point,
acrose the river, was the limit of unioterropted navigation,

1t Tuttls, p. 01
it Brockett, p. 288,
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and there mnch sickness exipted ocswsed by the high
water covering the low landa. About April 1, Mrs, Har-
vey hegam her work st this point, but after & few woeks
she wes overcome by the misama, and was obliged to re-
furn &6 the North, where after 2 fow months of rest in
New York and Wisconsin, she recoversd her hedth i+ It
wag oo her return trip from the North that she visited
Waskington and obteined from President Yimcoln per-
mission to establish A bhospitd in Wiseonsin for convalea-
oant soldiem. 12

Raturning to tha Sonth Mra. Harvey again vigited sll of
the hsospitala on the river, down as far a5 New Orleans,
making Vickshurg the ceotre of her Seld of labor. Here
her presence wos in itself a power for good, =0 grest was
the reputation ghe had won in the srmy. Hospitel officers
and sttendants were especially affecked by hor retnrn;
they knew how quickly she would Bnd out and eondemmn
auy delinquensy ca their part, and they acted sccerdingly.
During the gpmmer of 1864, the garrison at Vielmborg suf-
fered intensely from varions diseapes: the mortality was
especially grant among the men of the Szcond Wiseonsin
Cavalry, “Strong men gickensd and died within o fow
deys, others lingered for weeks, wasting by degrees, till
only gkin 2nd bone were left. ** The survivors, as evidence
of their apprecistion of the services of Mra. Harvey, pre-
gented her with an enamelled wateh, set with dismonds.
She disliked a precentation eeremony, but could not aveid
it in this coss; those present mum have been sstonighed

4 Tuttle, p. TOL.
18 Sea guctceding claphar.
1# Brockett, p. 267
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when obwerving the poor appesrance she made in public.
For thiz women, whe was ‘‘resolute, impetuons, confldent
te a degree, bordering on the imperioms, with power of
dermneiation to equip an orator,’ seemed to lose wll her
power of effective speech on this seeagion, and to be guite
avercoms by her feslings,

Although Mrs. Harvey was the sanitary agent for Wis-
comsin, she paid little regard to stete lines, and her work
may trly be regarded as national. "Wisconsin eitizens eon-
gider hor as the highest smbodiment of womanly halpfal-
neas and virtue which gur State produesd doring the Civil
War pericd.
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Chapter 1X

Mrs. Harvey’s Interview with Lincoln

Throughont My, Harvey’s narritive of her sxperiences
in the ¢arly years of the war, runs & thread of eriticiam
of existing conditions, especially of that militery regula-
tion which kspt sick sofdiers in Southern hoapitals instead
of sendipp them Worth, wheta the bracing aimoepbere
wight roskore them to health. To her the idza of military
bogpitals in the North seemed eminently practicable, and
she could ses mo reason why the authorities shonld oppose
sach n projest. 3he was mot the only one who tried to
seeure such an srrapgement ; Governor Salomon had from
the beginning of his term of offiee done everything i in i
power to forther this matter, but his efforts were of no
avail. ¥ Finally Mre. Harvey and Mea. Eliza Porter pro-
poged to Senator Howe that he drew wp a petition pray-
ing for the establishment of eueh hospitals. This wan
dona, and throngh the efforts of thase two womsen and other
fricnds of the enterprise, eight thousand signatures were
sacured. 2* It wes then proposed that Mra. Porier should
take the petition to Washington, for as Mrs, Harver said:

Br scnding ft * * * by this oficer and that ona, #e begat ta
feql that the messmge loat tha flavor of the troth and got cold,

T Quvines, . 158,
18 Brockedt, n. 164
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before 1t reachad the declding power, sid becauss 1& was o Inka-
warm, he spued It oug of hla month., It is always best, £f yom
*lah to secore an vhject = * * to g0 At omos t0 the highest power,
ke Four own patltloner, in temperal as 1o spirliual matters,
officiate gt your own slisr, be Four own priet,ie

Seping the Presidemd

Mm. Porter having refussd to be the bearer of the
petition, Mre. Hurvey weont instead :

By the advice of friends, aod with tha intchws Iecling thad
aumsthing must e dons [ went to Washington. I ontered the
White Hooss, not with fear and trembling, bot stroog and selt
posacEeed, fully eonscloun of the righteovsmern of my mimslod.

» ¥ " - L - - .

When I frat gaw him [Prasldant Lancan] his bBaad wag Bent
forward, hiy chin resting on hiz beesat, and in hiy band & ledtsr,
which I had jost sent in t0 him, He raised his eyes, saring.
“Mra. Harvey." 1 bastemad forward, and veplled, "Yes, aod I
am glad to eme Fou, Mr, Lincoln!™ So mach for Sepublican pre-
reniation apd ceremony. ‘The Presldent took my hend, hoped I
was well, bot there was no polle of welzome on hg face. T woe
ratbet the siorn 106k of the judgs, who hed destded agaloet ma,
Hig face was peculiar—bone, nerve, vain, and mogsls wepe afl
#6 plainly aeeni; deep Llpes of thought akd cere were sroumd his
month and eyee. The word Justice came jto WY miod, a8
though I conld read jt upom his fare—] mean, that exieodsd
gopsa of the word, that comprehends the prastee of every vie
tue which reason pressribes aod scclety ebouvld expest. The
debt we owe to (od, 10 wan, to ourselves, when pald 12 bnt &
slmple act of justles, & duly performed. Thia attrlbots seamed
the source o1 Mr. Lincoln's atrangth.

After o had read the paper introducing Mrs. Harvey

1 Hervey Ma, pp. 7, B.
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and ker mission, he looked st her with s good deal of sad
severity pnd gsid:

“Madam, this matter of Northern hospjtals has been talked ot
1 great deal, apnd I thought it wes settled; but it seeme not
What have yom got ta gay pbout 1t “Ouly thly, Mre. Lincoln,
that many acldiers {n our Weslern krmy, oo the Missfualippl
Eiver, mest have Noriherd air or die. Thera gra thoneands of
eraves all alomg our Southern rivers, and in the Ewamps, for
which the Government I3 responsids: lemorantly, undoubtedly,
bot this fgaerence muet oot cobtawe. If you willl permit thews

men o some North, you will bave ten men where you have one
now.

The President conld pot comprehend this forceful ar-
gament ; he coudd not nnderstand thai by sending one sick
man to the North, this North would produse in & year tan
heslthy men. Mre. Harvey made her point elear, but Lin-
eoln apewered: '‘Yes, yes, I understand you; but if they
ere sent North, they will desert; where is the difference’’
"Dead men canoot fight, and they may not desert,’’ she
answersd.

I'nterview with Stenian

Thus the war of argament ran on, Mre. Harvey valiantly
defending her position, the President attscking it. Finally
both partiea to the debate realized thet they bad resched
a deadlock, and Mr. Lioccla said: * Well, well, Mrs. Har-
vey, you go and see the Secrvtary of War sod tslk with
hiv, and hesr what he has o say.””

I lzft him for the War Departmeant, 1 found written om the
hack of the lettor thams words, “Admit Mra Harvey st omee:
Haten to whet she sayn; Bhe is n dy of iotelllpenm and talke
SenmE, A LKoo
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Not displeaged with this ivtroduction Mrs., Harvey went
t see the Becretary of War, who informed Ler that he
bad zent the Surgeon-General to Neow Orleans on a tonr
of hospital inspection. Mrs. Harvey kmew that thiz pro-
cadure would practieslly have ue effect on existing con-
difions, whereupon she replied, “The truth is, the medi-
tal amthorities kmow the heads of departments do not wish
hospitale established so far away from army lines, and re-
port aceordingly. [ wish this conld be ovarruled; ean
nothing be denel'! “*Mothing until the Surgecn-(eneral
returms, * My, Stanton replied, 8o the valiant woman left
him, net at sll disappointed with her dsy’s work, becanse
he falt that she had made o desp impression on both these
eamost and conscientionz men, and eould aford to wuit
for the result of her imterviews, Om thai memorahle day
che met a friend in the strest, who asid to her, “*How long
are you going to stay here?’’ “*Until T get what I came
after.’”’ ““That's right, that's right; go on; I belisve in
the final perssverance of the minta. '’

The President Tneontinced

The next morning she returned to the White Honse full
of hope, but no smile greeted her. The Pregident had bean
snugyed and worried by a women pleading for the lifa
of her son, snd was mot the genial, open-minded man he
had been the pight before. Mrs. Harvey relates her in-
terview ag follows:

After o moment he gald, “Well,* with & peculiar comtortiom of
the facs, I naver aaw In any one #fze. I repled, "Well." end he
looked nt ne 5 llttle astenlebed, I fanelsd, and seid, “Have yoo
nothing to eay? “Hothing, Mr. President, untll I hesr your
decigion. You bade ma come this mornina; bave you decided?”
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“No, but 1 believe (hip idea of Morthern hoapitals 1z & preat
Humbug. and I am tred of hearing about {t.* He spoks Im-
patlently. I replisd, “[ regret to add a feathey's welght to yonr
alrerdy overwhelming cars abd responsibllity. I wonld tather
bave astayed at home” With a kind of ha!f smile, be anjd, °T
wish you had™ 1 anawered him an thongh bs bad oot smilad,
¥Nothing would heve given me greater pleasurs; bot a kesn peise
ed duty to thie Govearnment, Justca and mercy 6o 1t2 mest loral
supporters, and regard for your honor apd position made me come,
The people cannot understand why thelr frlends ave loft to dle,
when with proper cera they might live End do good service tor
thelr country. * * +

“Meny on thelr coim, Taint, alck and dying a5%, "We would
rladly do mors, bt supposs that W e el right’ I koow that
tha majoricy of them would live and be stroug men agaln, it
they could be ment Morth., 1 sa¥, I know, because I woas @ick
among them last spring; enrrounded by cvery comiort, wilh the
beat pf ceve, and detorminsd to get wall. I grew weaker, day by
day, watil not belng nnder miiltary law, my frlends brooght
ma Merth, I xecoversd entively, siaply by Breathing the Horth-
&0 e

While T was apeeking the sxprsasion of Mr. Lincoin's face had
chbanged many tlmes, He had never taken his eyse from me.
Wow every muscle of his facs gesmed] th contract, and theo swd-
demly expand. Ap he opopsd his mowuib, you could almost hear
them sanp, as he euld, “You asome to koow more them I do”
and cloged his monlh as theogh he never expedted to opem I
agnin, aort of eletamaed it to; T coald acareely reply. I wak hort
and thonght the fears would eome, but rellled in 5 moment
and geid, “You must parden me, Mr. President, I intend no dis-
reApect, hut iy |8 beceeee of thin knowlsdge—becnusa I de kmow,
what vou do ool know, thet I cotes to you. 1If you knew what [
do, aod B3d not order=] what I esk for, I should know thalt an
appeal o vou wauld be vain: but I believe that ¢he people havs
oot trosted ypou for mamght, The questicn only i, whebther you
beligve me or not. TE you bellers me, yon will glve me hospdiale:

[138]



MRS, HARVEY AND LINCOLN

if net, not” With tha game snapping of muscls, he again smid,
“¥ou asgyme to Emow tnore than surgeons do

To thie Mre. Harvey replied, that the mediesl anthowi-
ties knew that Lincoln was opposed to establishing hoapi-
tals in the North, acd ihat they reported 8o ag to plesss
him, and she conticued:

] come ta you from n¢ casoal tour of Inepaction posklog
rEpidly throngh the gemeral hoopitals, * * * with a4 oledr in
my month, and & rattan lo moy hand, talking to the porgoon-in-
charge of tha price of cotton, and abusing the genersld in our
army for pol koowing and performlog thelr duty better. and
finally coming info the open alr, with & lonzdrawn breath sa
though tbey had just cicaped auifocation, and complaceatly say-
ing, ‘¥ou have a vary fine hospltal herw; the boys seem o b de
Ing very well, & little more attention $o veptilation im perbaps
LAY .

“H g oot thus T havs vinlted hogpitala: but from sarly morning
nntl late at night sometimes, I have vislied the regimental aod
aeneral Dospltals op the Missiadippl River ftvm Quiney to Vieks-
by, and [ coms to you fooin the cots of men who have dicd,
who might hava lived bed yon permltted. This la bapd (o asy,
but 1t 1z wons the lems {rone’ Dluring the time ibat I had besn
speaking Mr. Lincole's brow had becoms very mueh contrastsd,
and x pevers peow] had gottlsd over hila whole faea. He gsharply
asked, how many meh Wisconsin had in tha flald; thar i=, how
many did eke eend. I replled, “About BIY thousand, I think. I
10 oot know sxactly.” “That means, she has aboul twanty thoen-
gand pow.” Fie locked at me, agd said, “Tou nsed not look ae
sobar, they ara pot all dead” [ did ot reply.

After some conversation of a more general nature Mm.
Harvey left the President with the understanding that she
would receive her anawar at twelve the next day.
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Mrs, Harvey Successfd

The next morning she arose with a terribly depressed
feeling that perhaps she would fail in her great miacion.
Bhe was nervons snd impatient and found hersslf looking
st her wateh, and wondering if twelve o 'clock would never
eome. Finally she went 4o the White Hounse, where she
was informed by 8 messenger that & cabinaet mesting was
in sessien, and that she wae to await the sdjourament.
After three bours, doring which she felt more and more
certain of defest, M. Lineoln care into the room where
she wes waiting,. He come forward, yubbing Lis hands
and saying, **My desr Medem, I am very sorry to have
kept you waiting. "We have but this moment adjourned.’’
Bhe roplied, "My waiting is ne matter, bot yon mnst ba
very tired, and we will not talk tonight.”’ But ths Pres-
dent aslked her to sit down and aaid, * Mra, Harvey, I only
with t¢ tell you, that an order equivalent to granting &
kospitsl in your State has been issued nearly twenty-four
homma ' Let Mrs. Harvey continne the astory in her owm
words

I comld not epeak, I was so0 emtlraly wopreparad for it. T wept
for joy, T cowld mot belp . When I conld speak I sal), “God
bleas you! I thank you lo the tame ¢f thousands, who will blean
vou for {he act.” *# * * [ wig 5o BUch agitated, T conld not
talk with him. Hw nobiesd it and commenced talking npon other
gubjacta *+ * ¥

I yhoftly after left with the promise ¢o call pext mornizg, s
be Oeslred we to do at nine o'clock. ] suppose the sxclteqent
cauged the iptepse eufferlog of that olght. T was very 111, and

1t wis ten o'clock the next morolng bebore T was nble to seod for
& carrfage to keop my appolntment with the Prosident.
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More than fifty people were in the waiting room, so
Mrs. Harvey turnsd to go; but & voice seid, ' M, Har-
vey, the Pregident will see you oow.’’ As she passed
through the crowd, one person s2id, “*She has been hera
every day and what is more, she is poing to win '’ Me
Lincoln prested her sordially and geve her a vopy of the
order he had just issued. She thanked him for it and
apolegized to heing lote, whersupon he asked, “Did joy
make you sick?"' to which she snswered, *I don’t know,
very likely it was the relaxation of merve sfter intense
excitement.”? Still locking at her he said, “I suppose you
wonld have boen med if I had said ‘no’t'’ ““No, Mr. Lin-
coln, I shonld neither have been angry nor sick” “What
would you have donet’’ he esked curiowsly, “°I should
have been here at nine o’clock, Mr. President,”’ <Well, ™
he langhingly said, “ 1 think I peted wisely then. Dom't
Fou ever gef angry 1" he asked. “'1 kmow & litils woman,
not very unlike you, whe geta mad semetimes.'’ My,
Harvey gnswered, *'1 never get angry, when I have an ob-
jaet to gain of the importance of the one nndar congider:-
tion: to got angry, yon know, wounld only wealken my
canze and deatroy my inflnence.’” *'Thet is trne, that is
true,'* he spid decidedly. ** This hoapital T shall name for
vou."' But Mrs. Harvey seid modestly, ““If you would
not. congider the request imdelicste, I would like to have
it named for Mr. Harvey.” ' Tes, just asz well, it-shall
be a0 understoed, if you prefer it. I honored your hushand
and felt bis losa,”’ After some Parther conversation Mr.
Lincoln looked at her from nnder his eyebrows snd seid,
“You wkmosat think me handsome, dor't youl'’' - His face
then beamed with such kind henevolsnce, and waa lighted
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by such a pleasant smile, that she looked at him and said
impulsively, “‘You sra perfectly lovely tc me now, Mr
Lineoln,™ at which he blushed & little, apd laughed most
heartily. :

An she arcse to go, ho reached out his hand—that hand
in which thers was so much power and little heauty—
and hold hers clasped end covered in his own. Mrs. Harvey
relates further:

I bowed my head and presred my llps most reverenily mpon
the sacred shiald, even an I would upon my coimiry's shrine. A
#llent prayer wemt np from my heart "God blese you, AbrabAm
Iineoln!™ I heard bhim ea¥ goodbye, abd I wie gooe. Thoe
ended the most Interestiap ioterview of my llfe, with one of the
most remarkable men of tha age.

My lmpreasions of hilm bhad becn s0 varisd, hig character had
azrumel g0 many Jdlfersnt phages, hiy vary looks bad chapgsd
B> frequantly, and so entirsly, that it almost seemed to ma X
bed besn eonversing with half a dogsn different men Ha
blanded In hiz tharsctar the moet yFislding flaztbillty with the
moet undinching Armness: chilid-like simplleity and waskness,
wlih statesman-likes windom and mestarly sirength: but over and
around all waa thrown the maatle of an npquescioned integ
rity.

It ie almost snperfluous o comment upon Mra, Herver's
part in these memorable interviews, for the render of her
deseriptiona cannst but fesl her power and stremgih of
chavseter. She was like 4 wise general who ia not over-
confldent by apparent success, nor undaly depressed by
apparent defeat. Morepver, in her was nnited a masculine
grasp of a situation and & remarkable power of argnment,

£ The sourca of thiz sntire scconnt 1e the Harvey manuscript,
v B-19,
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with womanly tact and patience, which finally sesured the
vietory, Wisconsin people may feel that in this interview
with Abrgham Lincoln, Mrs, Warvey rose to the sitmation
with B greatness not helow that of the President, whom
she 8o truly called ‘‘ome of the most remarkable men of

the age.”
Northern Hespitols

As 8 resnlt of Mrs. Harvey’s intercession with President
Lincoln, three convalescent camps or hospitals were es-
tablished in Wisconsin—at Madison, af Milwankee, and
- at Prairie du Chien. ¥ The Harvey United States Army
General Hospital, -as it was oalled, was esteblished at
Madison in October, 1863, After several bumildings were
exsnined, the Farwell hogse was chosen, a three-storied oc-
tagonel building near Lake Monona., Within 3 menth Dr.
Howard Culberizon was placed at his head and his condnet
of the institution was thne sndovaed by Burgeon-Oeneral
Walcott:

I have frequently visited the Harvey Hospltal, and it adfords
me greal pleasure to hear testimony to the antring zeal amd
atlity of the Surgeon in charge, and the medical offtcary and sab-
crdlnates under bim. The eseential excellence of a Hosplial
conalsts o the successinl rtesmlite of efforts to restora the io-
matan te health, or the newrest approximation te It, if posslbla,
Tha gemersl policy, hyglienfc regulations, orders. roles, ete.,
ghould all temd to thle grand resudt, Viewsd In thils Bght, al.
theogh thers sre mery morh More gpaclous apd copmodionn
hospltals n the countrr, very few will ba found 2upsricr to
the Harvey Houpital. Remedlable cages, whether requiring gurgl-
cal of medictnal teans or both, are aessenebly eod ekilfully
treated. * * ¥ Thope of pur gallant sick and wodnded bove,

nR. G. Thwaltes, Wisconein {!o;ton. 1909}, n. B4E.
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who are 20 foriimate as to be lnmetea of the Harvey Hompital,
have abnpdant reason for self-gratulutlon. OF such there are pt
thie time about 620, Inciuding thome at ths Brapch, Camp Han-
dall. =

This sdmivably-conducted institution was in operation
until the close of the war, when it was discontinued—its
patients gither Jdischarged, or transferred to the FPost
Hogpital at Camp Eapdsll. The hospitels at Milwaukes
and Praivie ¢du Chien were established in 1864, the former
being designed ss an officers’ hoapital, The one at Prairie
dn Chicn was known 85 the Swift Hoespital; its byildings
arp now u part of the Bacred Heart Academy. Thore wore
five words in ita main building, and four regular noraes.
As far a8 can be learned it was woll managed. 8

Boldiers” Orphans’ Home

During the laat two years of the war Mres. Harvey had
been considering the estsblishment of a home in Wiscon-
gin for the orphans of soldiers. "When she returned from
the Somth in 1565, she bromght with ber wix or seven
orpbang of the war, whom che had found thers, not ingnir-
ing om which side their fathera femght. * Having learnsd
that the Government was zhout to discontinne the several
hospitals tn the Northern states, she thought the Harver
Hospital s0 well adapted for an orphanage, thet negotia-
tions were af ooee begue with she owners of the property.
Ho libers] waz the offer made hy them, that Governor

32 Buraeon (enerel's Eepors, 1804, in Governory Mersage dnd
Documenis (Madisco, 19863, p. D66

=2 Mg, latter wi Edwerd Bittambouse (Monona, Town}.

s pzpve B. Butler, editor, Cendonnia]l Redords of Wonsa of
Winconiin [Madison, 1878), p. 32
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Lewia decided to eend Mys. Harvey to Washington m or-
der iv secure a title to the three wingas that had been
erected by the United States. The War Depesrtment had
o autharity to make such & donation, but npon investign-
tioh it was ascertained that these sdditiczs when torp
down would heve no value to the Government except as
old lumber. An srrangement was ithereupon made, by
which the proprietors received the hmildinge in lien of
rent apd repairs, on ecndition that the property should
be nsad as a home for soldiers’ orpheas.

Through the generosity of interested friends in Madison
and other places the property was purchased for such &
home. Repairs ware fmmediately began, and the building
was ready by January 1, 1866, to receive eoldiers’ orphans.
The personal exertions of Mrs. Harvey and the liberality
of ber friends, thus resalted in starting a cheriteble en-
terprise which was conducted as a private instituticn un-
til March 31, 1866, when it maintenanee was assnmed by
the State.

The bnilding contaited doemitories, slesping rooms, a
school-room eapable of seating 150 children, en infirmary
and & sewing-rovm. In Aprl, 1866, the home housec
eighty-five children with Mrs. Harvey in cherge. As mu-
perintendent, she was ‘‘the chief pgecntive officer of the
hoina, to have control and suthority over all assistentn con-
nected with the institution below the grade designsted im
the by-laws as officers; to employ or discharge as [she]
may see fit, being responsible to the trustees for the proper
diwcharge of thet duty.” »

The qualifications for admission to the institution were:
“All orphans over the mge of four and under fourteen

* Quiliier, P 13-15.
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vears, whose fathers enlisted from the Biate, and who have
gither been killed or died while in the military or navsl
services of the United States, or of this State, during the
late rebeilion, or who have since died of disesses som.
tracted while in sueh serviee, and who have ;o means of
aupport, shall be entitied to the benefits of this institntion,
giving the preference to those having meither father nor
mather, m deciding apon applications *?

During the year that Mre, Harvey was superintendent
the institutivn was well established. Bhe gave personal
supervision to even the smallest details and took the trouble
0 learn the name of every child, aithough their pomber soon
ineressad to 300. In Mey, 1867, vhe resigmed, and from that
time on the offien of mmperintendent was fllad by men whoes
wives acted as matrons, givice in &l instances *“their whole
atrength and epergy and tenderest eare to their work, '™
Women were always employed a8 teachers, and regarded
their task as a Iaboar of love, in which no efort was epared
to supply the place of real mothers to the children,

In 1872 Mr. and Mrs. B W. Burton became superin-
tendent nnd matron respectively. By this time some of
the girls were approsching womanhood, and Mrs. Burton,
like her predecessor, spared no pains in surronnding the
children with elevating snd refining influences. Many of
the children having pgrown up and gooe out from the
home to find their places in society, tha State in 1374, feel.
ing the need for retrenchment, closed the institution. ™

= Jentennial Records, p. 24,

ar M=y 29, 1908, on the Madisom #ite of thils bhoepltsl epd or-
phone home o tablet waa erected, the gilt of the achool children
af 1ke clty, who attended the exercises in lerze pombers, aod
took part in the patriotic songe An oration waa deliversd br
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The home waa exeeedingly well maraged during its en.
tire eight yesrs’ existence ; the asnitary condition wag axeel-
lent, 6o thet during the whole period but eight deathe
oeenrred., There were often s many as 300 children re-
siding witkic itz walls, whose traiming, both in sehool
work and i¢ domestic seience, was effective. Many of those
who left the home became teachers, or entered higher
schools for fartber study. The State sepportad the insti-
tntion generouely by an anhoul grant of $25000; aud bBoth
the State authorities and the officials of the home made &
apetiel effort to impress on the children that it was not
& charitable institotion, but wes pecorded to them ag a
debt of gratitude by the State for the lose of their
Tathera,

The establishment of the Wisconsin Soldiers” Orphans’
Home was a part of a national movement in the dirgetion
of gnch charitiee. Toward the elose of the war aoldiers™
heraes, eoldiers’ orphans’ bomes, ponsions for veterans, and
employment of veterane in the oivil sevies, becams fmpor-
tant subjeets in the public mind. The need for moldiers’
orphan asylums was neged throughout the comntry, and
magpy puch state gnd loeal institations were srected. *

Attorney-General Frank E. Glibart, who BEad himpelf bean
one of the Boya renrsd in the homa. Tha iablet reads: =0m
this clty block, during the Civll War, steod Harvey Hosplial,
40d luter the Wisconsin Seldlers Orphass’ Homs, both seink-
lished thromgh the infoemce of Mre. Harvey, whose hopored hus-
band, Governor Lounis P. Harvey, had accldemtally basn frawned
in Tennosaees Rivar, near Shilph battlefeld, Avrll 15, 1862, whera
he had gone afiar 1he battle, with sopplisa for the comfort of
the sick and woendsd Wiscohein soldisre.”

o Ma, letier of Mary B Skinper (Seattle, Wash., May G, 191¢).

n» Fite, pp. 284, 287,
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Chapter X

The Christian Commission

**The United States Christian Commission, while not
neglecting the physicsl and material wanta of the soldiers,
bad for its primary object their spiritual welfare, just aa
the Banitary Commission attended mainly to the physics!,
though not entiraly neglecting the spiritual.’’ ™

The Christian Commission was organized on MNovember
14, 1881, at New York City; its primary purpose was to
supplement the work of chaplains in the army by sending
muinisters and delegstes to the field. It distribeted to the
solidars Biblea, tracts, hymm.bocke, and literators oF all
sorts. In course of time its operations became more and
more of & sanitary character, 25 it maintained apecial diet
kitcheng, where a **gospel of saitable and delicate fowd waa
administered with Christian kindness. '*** The Commis-
gion alse tried to find employment for retprning eoldiers.
But itz main interest was u spivitnal ome, for it “'aided
the surgeon, helped the chaplain, followed the armies in
their marches, went inio trepebes amd aloog the picket-
line. Wherever there wam a gick, & wounded, s dying
tnan, an agent of the Christian Comenisgion was near ‘hy.
Moreover, it arrgnged Christian buriale, whenever possi-

» [Hid, p. 254
01 Moore, p. 579,
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ble, marked the graves of the dead, heid religions services
in extemporized chapels, and condueted prayer-meetings, *2

Raligiows dwakening |

During the firat tw¢ Years of the war the Commission
did not receive the full sppport of the generel publia,
consequently ite means were limited 2nd ita effitiency core
reapondingly feeble; but by 1883 the attitude of the publia
began to shange, snd quite snddenly the Commission found
iteelf & power. In the mammer of 1863, the religiouns life
of the people began ic be guickened. There were revival
mectings amd activity in buildiog pew churches every-
where, In fact, there wan o veaetion from the feelingn at
firzt ingpired by the war. A vecent writer saye:

The first Wlows of fghting bad shmned man's Fonslbllities:
hospitals filled with the wounded, countless fuoerals ot ome'a vary
doar, 1ha angiish and the sofferipg, &t Avet Slled et with
that facling whirh hea besn woiend by the prasent geyeratlon
in the cry, "Remembar the Malne” It was than: “Hememher
Colonedl Ellaworth,” “Eemember my soh,” the dtteraoce of &
apirit of revemge, thet plajrly was ool compatible with a
aplrit of prayer, 2

This change took place gradoally, without excitement or
hysteria, for it was s natural resetion from the awful ex-
periences of the first two years of the war. Along with
the revivel in religien came an increased interest in chari-
ties of all gorts, and the Christian Commimsion reaped the
benefit of this new missionsry spirit.

2 ). W. Drmaper, CirH Wor in Amerlca (Hew York, 18871, 11,
pp. 51%, 530
o2 Fite, pp. #08-810.
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Women's Auxiliories

Up to 1964 the women of the Nort: did oot teke any
active part in the Christian Commission. On May 4 of
that year & meating of women waz held at Philadelphia for
the parpose of organizing Ledies’ Christian Commistiona in
the various churches thronghout the country, These were
to be auxilisvy to the United States Commission. Any
member of 4 congregation could berome a member of the
Commisgsion by paying one dollar a year, which fea wae to
be paid over to the United States Commission for a na-
tional membership fund. All moner left, sfter the neces-
BATY expenses werd paid, was to be furved over to another
national {und, known 88 the Dopetion Fund. *  This move-
ment wes pationsl, end affected Wiseopsin wornen as well
az those of other states.

Wasconsin Commizsion

Until 1864 the people of Wisconsin sent their contribua-
tions to the Chicago Branch of the Christian Commission,
for there was no Wisconsin organization before thut date.
On October 8, 1564, Walter 8. Carter of Milwanlkes organ-
ized the Wiseconsin Branch, which seema 0 have been very
mecenstnl, for botween the date of its organization end
July, 1965, it received from the varions chmrehea of the
State $8863. The largest zingle somtribution came from
Fond due Liac, where nearly #1400 way contributed at &
single collsctiop. The Wiseonsin Branch’s contribution of
gtores was alse heawy, exaceding that of all other branches

g4 Fadies' (hriifun Costmtiddions Awzilizey to 7. 8, (rirtion
Commiislan (Philadelphia, 1564).
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exeept Pittsburg and Cincinnati,. The total number of
packages from Wisconsin was 1,048, the valae of which
wos cotimated at $54015, Ome dovation made to eleven
Wisconsin tegiments at Mobile, amounted to more than
450 barrels, including forty berrels of pickles and more
than three tong of dried apples Ths Wiseonsin Branch
aler aent forty-five delegates to the field, s largor nownber
than thoss of any other branch during the same period, ax-
cept Boston, Cincinnati, Brooklyn, and Chicage. The total
amount recsived by the Wisconsin Branch during the nine
monthe of ite existencs was P$63,883.57. Concerning the
work of the Wisconsin Commisdeon it iz asserted :
IlmﬂammmﬂthBTllwmmnﬂWmlm
and of rallread sod telograph facilities, the amommit would ex-
rood seventydive ibovasad dollers. And all thiy wan the spon-
tatiecons gilt of the poopls: the Bramch not bhaving i slogle
sataried officer or smployss, and its eutlre expenses, from ita

orgabnjzatien, to Ky closs, belnz hut FLT4LEE, or omly aboot
twa par cont of 1ta recaipis, &

Erperiencos of Wisconsin Women

The experiences of Mrs. Meary Burnsll Rohinson in the
Chrigtien Commission work awe worth recording. A rela-
tive of hers, Rev. E. A. Burnell, was in charge of tha
Departient of Mississippi, with headquarters at Mamphia,
[t was throngh his influence, that women’s work under the
Commimicn ™1 suspices began. In 1862 he obiained per-
missian to appeint as his assistants two women of his fam-
ily, who remsained in the South nntil 1865. One of the
migters “found her fevorite work in the fresdmen®
schools, then being established ;** the other was the libra-

% Love, pp. 1062, 1063.
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rian of the Commigsion’s resding-room in Memphis. This
room was located in & atore nnder the Fayozo Homes, at
that time the largest hotel in the eity. The apartment was
large and had a beantiful view of the river from its win-
dowt; it eontained a library of two bundred volames, newy-
paper files, and other reading matter, and a long writing-
table, on which was spread free siatiomery. There wnd
Bizo ax organ in the room, nsed for religioua services, which
wore condueted during the afternconn. Mry, Robinson
writea of these meetings s follows

It wax then that our organ came into nse, and mach good
eingiag was had, T being the happy accampanist Thess mect-
loge wore ever A joy to the Christian scldlera, who had oftelr
tlmae very litile to heip them to the apirltual Mie. Many who
had elready biacksldden were restoced and others converted, It
ia hardly pecemary to Ay, that owr positlon thera gave na L
Eract opportanlty 1o tallk with them, and o a rals they were
frank and confidlng—glad of any hslp. Oftan, too, we wrote
letters for them, where they had given op for s thelr right
hand or arm or were temporar|ly dieabled, and al! theas ithinga

made a way te their hearts, which we tried to meke & highwar
for the Lord.ze

Other Wisconsin women who served as delogates for the
Christisn Commission, were Miss KEatherine Bissell of Dala-
vam, who had charge of the Commission roome at Little
Rock; and Mrs. Annie Johnson Ensign, whe had cherge.
of the fleld-work between Csiro and Vieksburg, and whoss
duty it was to meet soldiers returning from the fleld of
hattle, *

oe Mg, [etter of Mre. Mary Borrell! Robinsen (Topska, FKans.,
May 17, 191%).
1 Mg, lotker of Mrs, Poesign (Bolae, Tdsho, Mary 3%, 1010},
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Feading Maferial

From the beginning of the war the xyoluntesrs merni-
fested a lively interest in the rending matter which the
Commimion endeavored t¢ provide for them. One wrote:

Eg.nnot thers be some means dAavirsd, by which a greatsr sop-
vy of reading car be guppllad ¢ 1has men in tha armﬂ"'rhwq
wonld bs a vast deal less of drinking and swaaring among the
men LE & sufficjency of roadibg, ench ag oewsDaBers, hlstorical
.works, snd magkzioes coold be hed. * * * It Is ot a teifling
iasX U wrap wp B pepar, alter you bave perusod It, ald send i
0 mome Irleod lo the army. There are youog ladler encugh,
who I precutne would willioely devote two or thiwe honts each
dey ik ewtherloz vwp, from bouee to house, Oewspipers, books,
magyaziney, sbe, If thay only kpew bhow much it would plagsa
thedy soldier friesde. * * * We hope, that 1o every ity aod
tawn in Wisconsin, a soclet¥ the obleet of which shall be to
tornish readinx for our soldiers, wlI1 e organized, and the
worthy cange ootnmenced at once. Who will make the firet
mMOTHT

Madizon women were among those who made the first
move in thia direction and aronsed much enthusiasm by
gv doing. Acknowledging thiz faet a writer says:

God blema the patriotic ladies of Madiwen for thair cenarous
rympathy in bebal! of the clilzen-goldlarg * * * o solletdng
papera and other pood readipg matter, that shall make their
stay T Jamp Randall plessant and morally preftante, = = *
Theye ate many hare whe feel the want of religlous reading and
privilegas; apd if the ladies can furnish irgcts, (hey will fing
chearful dilstribators among the poldlers  Good ofeers end gmod
poddiers make gend regiments, and no small responaibility weats
opon the peopls of Madison when it laya wiithin thelr power o

88 Jorren. Wis. Tolusiears, I, p. 217,
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glve tone apd character to thosa who under auwch partivular
tircumstances are thrown in thelr midst. o

The Christiap Commission nndertook to answer this
plea, and from all accounts was most successfol in the dis-
tribution of traets, Ompe soldisr writes that the children
of the Sonday sehools have supplied “‘nearly five hundrad
regimonds, each with one thousand temperance and othar
tracts, in all apounting to nearly five hundred thensand.
1 entreat all onder whose eves this may chanes to fall, to
do all in their powar by mesns of money and influence to
forward the right lnnd of resding matter to the armie.’'

Oriticisms

The Chostian Commission was oot eotirely exempt ftom
eriticism. Both the nature of the tracts and their method
of distribotioe wers adversely commrented on. Neverthe-
legs historienl judgment admite that the motive was excel-
lent, the movement timely, and the results of velus o the
srmies; sad in &1l its activitiss women had a considerable
share.

wIE, 5 Do 2R
+ id, 1, p. 268,
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Chapter X1

The Northwestern Sanitary Fair

In the antomp of 1862 a Sanitary Fair wes held st Chi-
cagt, for which coniributions were made by the entire
Northwest. The proposal for thls enterprise came from
Mrs. Hoge and M. Livermors, who had dome 80 muoch 1o
furiher the work of the Sapitary Commission. Mra. Liver-
more thus deseribes the need thet led 4o the inception of
the fair:

The continkad peed of money to obtein comboris and neces-
axriea [or the gick and wounnded of our army hes suggesied (o
the loyal women of the Narth many and varions deviees for the
tedelog of fugds, KErery ¢ity, tawn, and villags hax had jis felr,
fegtval, perty, picole, eoarsion, eobeert i, which bere
petted more or leas to the ostte of boapital rellef, socordlog
5 the populstion of the place, and the amount of eoerky ahd
patriotiam employed om the oorsaion. The oeed of woney for
this eadred purpose hap gugzssted o wany of the active and
pariotic waolien of the Northwest the necesalty of boldlog &

grand Noribwesterm Falr in iba (sll, for the benefic of the
Banliary Commigalon. +1

Proparations
The congant of the men in charge of the Commission
having been obisined, thess two indefatigalle workers, Mrs.
Hoge and Mrs, Livermore, issned s cirenlsr celling for &

a Livetmets, p. 410, 411.
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WwOoran s cohvention to be held in Chicage. 0Of these eir-
cularg, 10,000 were distriboted throughout the Northoest,
and &5 5 result a convention of women delegates met o Cha-
cage, Sepiember 1 and 2, apd formally agreed to have a fair,
Soon spother circular wae izsned in an edifion of 2{L000,
ennmerating and clesgifying the articles demred. The aid
of the press was requestad and granted; an extensive cor-
respondence with prominent pablic mem wes earried on,
and thousands of letters weve addressed to the women of
the Morthwest. Mrm. Livermore relates:

In avery principal town of the Northweaatk falr ewetings wars
hald, which rasultad In bandeoms pledges, thatk ware mors than
fuMilled. Towne and citles wera canvedeed for donations tg the

bazer and Adiniog seloom. The whale Nurthwesl wes ransacksd
" for artlelas, curlod, nnigqus, Bizarre, or noteworthy, toe add Lo
the atiractions of the “Curiesity Shop* Humes beaulified with
works of art, paintjnge, or gtatvary, were temporarily plundered
of them for the art galiery, and all who posseased artlatic, dyam.
atle, decaratlvs, or musical talant ware Drasasd Inls the mervies
of the avaning entertpinmant. Dxacntlva women wers chosen
In every gtate, who fredghted the malls with rounsing appeale,
or with suggestians born of thelr experlence, Ireqoenily visll

ng di¥ersnl eections to canpduct meetings in the lnterest of the
great and nohle anterprias,

It wonld be coteide the limits of this monograph fo
dwell npon the Fair in genersl; our intersct coneerns ooly
the part which Wiseonsin women played in this enterprise.
Mrs. Heorietta Colt showed from the first a deep interest
in the project, wherefors she was appointed n member of
the execntive eommittas ¥ together with Mra. Harvey, Mrs.
Salomen, Mra. Cerr, and othey Wisconsin women,

€ Iid, p. 418,
o Higtory of Northiestern Soldiers' Foir (Chicago, 1884), p. §-
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Hermon Women's Porticipation

The work of Mra, Salomon jo connection with the Gee-
mar department was eobapienons; the eall for econtribuo-
tiﬂ‘l:lﬂ I’ﬂ&dﬂ: i

My, Governor Salomon of Wisconeln, has Eindly eed gener-
ously cehesnsed o soliclt gnd eceive the csotributions of the
Glertiany tor tha Fair, These offcvings will be sent togather,
will b arrsbged, displayed, abd =0l o » separste department,
apaca betog reserved for them eacluaively, over which s,
Balomon conssnta to preside In person, throughout the Fadr,
onpleted by Indler of her own aslectlon. A moat cordiel and
cernest Invitation ls amtepded te the German ladlss of the
Horthevrest 0 coopeTata with Mre Salomon in her nedsrtaking,
with the Rgsnrance that every facillty will ba prantsd Lhem for
the dieplay and eals of the beantiinl handiwork aod fancy
warea In which they so greatly axcal, +4 -

This propoeal was made only twe or three weels before
the Fair, but the German women responded generslly and
generonaly, sod the display of femey-work, embroideries,
ete., was setordehingly beantifol. Mes. Salomen snd her
friends were so energetic in atiyring wp an interest in this
department, that large contributions poured in from M-
waukee, Madison, Watertown, Manitowne, and Sank City.
Among the priicles rontributed was a white silk embroid-
ered flag, ‘‘snrpaszing enything ic the way of embroidery,
on exhibition:”’ it looked st the flrst glanee more like
painting than needle-work. It was the work of 2 Fond
dn Lae woman who wrought industriously with her needls
for sighteen months to camplete it. A portrait of Mosart
adorned the centre of the fag, swrounded by musical in-

44 Ibiel, P 13-
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struments, while underneath were the notes of his cele-
hrated opers, Don (iovanni. The flag was intended to
grace the halls of & mueical society ; a subeeription wag in.
stantly set on foot by the lovers of musie to purchase it
for the Chicago Philbarmonie Horviety. The sum for its
parchase, $150, was easily raised, and this unequalled piece
of pesdle-work iB now in the poasession of that organiza-
tion.

The whole amount of money rajsed in the Glerman de-
partment wos $6000, of which amount the Garmans of
Wistopsin contribnted $3,799. The patriotism of the
German women during oor grest struggle was manifssted
pn this oecasion., As way well said by a comtemporary
writer, **As Qevman zons, hushands, snd beothers have
mingled their life-blood with that of Americans, on almwat
every fisld of battle, it way well that their [the women’s}
giferings for tha reliaf of gick and wonnded soldiems, shonld
ba poursd inte the sams recaptacte, and the procesds of
their zale Aow into the same troasnrey. '’ 40

Wisconsin Contribulions

To Mrs. E. 8, Carr was due the soggestion which re
sulted in the depariment kmown as the ' Coricsily Shop. ™
Fhe proposed ag one featore of this Fair to eollect all the
fings possible to procure, Federsl and Confedersts, which
wers nsed or talren by opr soldiers ip battle, together with
other articles of an historic character of nnnsgal valuoe.
This proved the most attractive of all the exhibita; among
the battle-torn flags were Eix belonging to Wisconsin regi-
ments. Wisconsin aleo gent a shaeckle taken from the ankle

#F, B. Goodrich, The Tribule Bock [Wew Tork, 1%88), p. 170.
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of & alave st Baton Rouge by Company P, Fourth Wiscono-
fin; a representedion of Hiawatha's wigwam, prepared at
@reen Bay; a beautiful collectivn of lichens from Albion;
and & eross made from & pieee of the Connectient Charter
Quk. Other ewriosities from Wiseonsin were s fine eol-
leetion of minerals from Shullsbarg; and snother of icon,
gilver, and copper from Marquetie; and an woesnally good
herbarinm.

The art gallery also proved to be B very popular feature
of the Fair; to thiz Wigeonsin contributed her share of pie-
tures. But more important then her eontribution of these,
was the presence of Mra. Heorietta Colt, who presided
over these {reasures, asgisted by several of the most attrap-
tive and oultivated women of the Morthwest. To the un.
initinted, and those not familisr with pictnres, they gave
mformation in 30 pleasant snd agresable a manner, that
their sarviees wore in continual demand threughont the
Fair, To sll, their attentions were courteous and grateful,
and it 15 doubtfnl if anyone remembers the exposition,
without linking to it the bright and agresabls ladies who
did s¢ mueh to render s visit to the art gallevy pleasant.

The eontribations of Wisconsin 1o this Fair were almosk
a8 heavy as those of Illinois; this was largely due to Mra.
Colt and the Milwaukea Aid Society. *'Never can the
aobleness of these ladies he forgotten. Livieg o a eity
which is an acknowledged maresntile rival to Chicago, they
rosa abova all considerations of jealomsy, and teiled to
swell the pecuniary results of the Falr, which were to be
devated to the alleviationa of the snfferers in the military
hogpitaly, * * * Apd here let it b said that the

« Fistory ¥. W. Seldiers’ Poir, p. 26, 35
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Milwankes boxes were among the most elegunt received.
Laatly, costliness, besuty, and exquisite workmanship chas-
acterize them all.”’ ¥ With the boxes wes likowise sent a
draft for $1,000, collected throngh the aiforts of the Mil-
wankree Aid Society.

From the women of Madisom & genervus contribution of
varioms soris wes received. Among the articles denated
was & sugar mill, bearing the wiah thet it might aid in
grinding ont the rebollion, With these gifts a sum of he-
tweon four and five hundred dollars wes sent, whiek had
been collected by the women of the Madison Aid Soclety.

The snecess of the Morthwestorn Senitary Faoir wes, to a
eonsiderable degree, dua to the efforts of Wiscopsin women,

1 Ioid, pp. 67, 56
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Chapter XI1

The Milwaukee Soldiers” Home and the
Soldiers’ Home Eair

In the apring of 1864, Mra. Livermore, together with &
nomber of other prominent Chjcage women, decided that
& soldiers” home was needed in Chicapo. To raiss the
funds necessary for such a project, they arranged to hold
anvther grest fair. To farther $his plan they sent out
68 they bhad dome in 1863 cirenlars asoliciting sapplies,
Many prominent Milwaukes women favared this enterprise,
bt a few oppoged it.  Among those in the minority wers
three remarkable women—3Mrs, Livdia Hewitt (now Mrs.
Ely}, Mrs. Hapngh Vedder, and Mra, E, L. Butirick, Thesa
women had oot been satisfied with the results of the Fair
of 1863, and they feared thai the new wenture would be o
failure, Moreover, they wanted s scldiers’ home in "'Wis-
somzih, March 5, 1864, an old friend of the thres ladies
chanced te be on the same train, when they were returning
from Chicago te Milwaukes alter ap unsstisfectory inter-
view with Mre. Livermore. Hiz aceount of their conversa-
tion givea a sidelipht om the ovigin of the Wiseonsin Soi-
diera’ Home Assoniation :

They were having en animated discosston over thaie cabsefon,
whichk hed contiowsd for sme tinos, aod then the coavershilon

coased. Mrs. Hewlit looked cut of the windew for some mington
in milemce. Then turoloz suddenly, As i she hed caiught AR I
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epleatiot from the landscaps, she exclaimed wdth wehemenos,
*T will oot have anything to do with the Ohdesgo propoatlon
It will ha a fallnre. [ am Eolng to call 4 meeting o dlacose
the mWaiter and will I{atem {c whet sverrons has to say, bot I
will not allw anFone to detsr ms from my porpoRs Or Ivrn
me from ftz object. I wlll have s moldfsrs' home in Milwaukes
sud will oot etop until it 15 an accomplished Cact. That's ast-
tled.” T will g with you,” seid Mrs, Buttrick, “Be wid 1"
eald Mre. Vedder. 8c on the lollowlog Monday = call was izsued
for a westing of Mllwaukee women, which resulted tn the fur-
mation of the Wizconzln Saldlars’ Home Apsociation. 48

Milwonkes Boldicrs” Home

It ix hardly just to attribute the Soldiers’ Home st Mil.
wenkee to the work of three women; it was rather the re-
sult of forces of which Mrs, ITewitt, Mrs. Battrick, and
Mia, Vedder were the cXponents. Ferhaps the strongeat
forea wog the desire of the public that everything possible
ghonld be done far the soldisrs at home, as well as in the
field. Holdiers’ hemes, soldiera’ arphens’ asylume, pen-
sions, and fairs were matters se much disecnssed, that the
Wisconsin Soldiers” Home Association wes only a part of
a national movement. Its inception in Milwankes wag ge-
casioned by the number of wenldiers passing throngh &n
their way to ahd from the fisld. The following relates
the objects of the socioty:

Impreased with the impodtaoce of adding 10 the comiort of
the gighty thousand »iilers whn were leaving ar retorning to
our Blate, obe Fear agd [Aprl), 1864] the sarpest womael who
composad this board, proposed with determipatipn and mly
zivings aog projectad with hops, the Zoldlers Home, ‘Thare
waz no Jack of wlllicgness om the Dart of the poople to Elve,

8 Mp. gent by Petoar Van Vechtan (Milwavkee, April, 181%).
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slmply the sbaence of & reaponsible and systomatic thannel,
through which it dippeotisa thelr chearful boomtles, A direst
avsnue way thos opemed betwesn the poldfer in the Atate sed
the clvillan, tarough which wed free to paes ell sxpreesicn of
g00d will in the shapa ol lettersa of s¥ympetey, contributions of
mowey, provislons, clothlog, apd medical sbores. w

The women who thns organized the Wiscongin Soldiary’
Hpme Association began their work with enthosissm.
Lurge rooms cu West Water Street wore rented, and ar-
rebgements made for receiving sick and wommded eoldiers.
It is significant that thie was a4 womenr's movement, and
that the men concerned in the mapagement of the home
acted meraly as am advisory board.

From jtg start the home received the eupport and cor-
dinl good will of the people of Milwaukes and of the State
at large, and =zoon the State jtmelf graoted to the home a
charter, together with an appropriation of §5,000. The
press, gnd railroad and telegmph companies eocoperated
with the Association, for they realized that *'this home is
net a wayaide charity, or iransient recreation, but a serionz=
and permanent assumption of & zaered duty which we owa
the defenders of onr common eruntry. It I food for the
hungry, comfort for the cheerlezs, mympathy for the af-
Hicted. It is & constant acknowledgment, that we too heve
duties, * * * which can wmeither be postpemed wpor
evaded. Tt ia an embodied declaration, that we ad home
aslmowledge our obligations and are willing to share with

" 40 "Piyst Annual Heport,” in Home Foir Journal, B papar pub-
lished o the jmterssts of vhe Milwaukes Home Fait, hay 20-
July B, 1865
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them [the soldiers] the arduous tegponsibilites of the
hour, ** ¥0

The home waz managed upenm & business bagis, for the
Association had repular mectings every two wooks, at which
twenty-five women directors were present, and all details
were carelnlly sapervised. The officers were: president, Mrs.
Lydia Hewitt; vice-presidents, Mrs. E. L. Buttrick, Mrs.
J. H. Rogers, Mrs. J. J. Tallmadge, Mra. 3. 8. Merrill;
mecretary, Mra, A, J. Aikens; smeistant aecretery, Mrs.
. M. Kimball; treasurer, Mre. D. A, Olin.*  The home
was in chargs of a male superintendent and & matron ; the
prezident or one of the vice-presidents and a direcior wers
daily in attendance. “"At the opeming of the enterprise
one bnilding of limited capacity was ceewipied, such as
our means woild warrant, for from the firat ooy wmobts hoa
been "owe no one’ and the finsucieriog hag been ak timea
fearfully close. Az our centributions and nesessities in-
ereaged, we added amother building, thna lessenipg the
labor and increasing the placrity with which mesls could
be provided and lodgings furnished.'”

Firgl Year’s Resullep

The efficiency of this institution is shown in the resmlts
of its work during the fitet Fear. Within that tiree alwost
3,000 soldiers were cared for, snd 200 men, pessing
throngh the city, wers fed at camps and depets, making a
tetal of nearly 500 seldiers who were helped by the As-
gociation ; 400 siek soldiers 'received murgical or medical

o Ibid, May 20, 1365, !
vl feniensigl Keeords, pp. T4 76
sz Home Fair Jowrnaf, Mar 20, 1866,
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treatment, exelusive of those roceiving epecial diet and
HUrEing,

The Yriel and refreshing rest afforded by this instita.
tien to the sick, wounded, and worn soldier, was zo doubt
tha direet means of saving many precious lives to the sause
of the pation and to distent and enxions friends, Even
the funerat expenses of the soldiers, who died at the home,
were paid and the remains were ag a rule forwarded to
their homes; “*'When friendless, the isdies have stoed by
them until the last whisper ceased, as by those to whom
thay owe a debt of gratitude which no haman tongus
evald tell. They went home o honored graves in our
teautifnl Forest Howe, followed to the last by sorne of the
ladies. ™’

In March, 1865, the Senate and Assembly committzes on
Benavplont Tustitmtione visitad the Milwaukes Homsa and
reported most favorsbly coneerning ita management. The
cloging paragraph of their report reads: *'The commit-
tes extend to the ladies who compose this pociety, their
most cordial approbation gnd commendation for their gelf-
gperificing devotiom, their kindness awd benevolence, their
perseversnee and industry, sud also for the financial ability
#od business capacity which characierize their efforts in
this behelf, ** =

Soldiers’ Home Fowr

It must not be forgotten, that from the beginning the
Wiseonsin Soldiers” Home Association looked toward the
establishment of e permanent asylum for disabled soldiers.
To achieve this rernlt much money was needad, and Mre,

i3 Fhid.
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Hewitt and the directors thought that s great soldiers’
home fair would best serve the purposs. S0 in the spring
of 1864, the women of the Association made & canvass of
Milwankse and seovred denatioms of many thonsand fest
of lumber and many daye’ labor for & Fair building.

Haviog the materin]l for the boilding, Mm. Hewitt went
to an srehifect and asked bim to draw a plan, and super.
intend tha copstruetion of the building. ““MNow, Mim
Hewitt, you want thres thousand dollars in monsy,'' he
told her, whereupon the women of the Association decided
te cellect the sum needed. Tt was thought best to begin
with a large smbeeription, se Mrs. Hewitt made up her
mihd to ask Alexander Mitehell for dve hondved dollors:
glter having explained to bim the need for it, he answered,
Tut, tut, What's that? Can’ do it!"" This reply was
nob epeoaraging, the case sesmed hopeless, but Mra, Hewitt
tried apair and very diplomatieally said, *'Mr. Mitchell,
wa expect to raise fifty thonszand or sixty themsgand dollars,
and a8 we cannot gpend all the money at onee, it will be
deposited ia your benk.’” ““Well, well, thers’s something
o that—there's something in that. Puf me down for five
handred. MWay, give me your paper.’”” The paper was
handed to him, and hs became the flest subseriber to the
enterprise whieh resalted in the establishment of the Sal-
diers’ Home. The only other $5600 subscription was that
of Mr. James Boanpel!, a wholesale dry goods merchant. =
Hupdreds, however, contribnied smaller smounts, until
the gmn for the building was seenred.

m “Origin of the Milwaiales Bolliers” Home"” in Mihcoukee
News Annual [Mitwaukes, 1833923, p. 51,
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The Governor Aids

April 19, 1865, Governor Lewis issned the following
proclamation :

Tha peopla of Wieconrin are zecond to 1008 1o patriotsm or
benavolanes, MNe appeal for ald 1o any good canse hag aver
bean mads to them In valn. Koowing thie fact, T fesl that B
1% only pecesaary to call thely attentlon to & good wWork to in
&urg & proper reaponsa. The many sick &bd woutbded avldisry
ratorning from the Geld of atide * * * call loudly for our
sympathy apd belp, They peed aud deperve 5 comfortable houme
abd place of rest. With a view of providing soch a hotns, the
Leglslature of thle Sitete ot ite Iast gepslon, lovorgoratsd = be
pnevoleot inetitution to he known as the “Saldiers” Home," lo-
cated st Milwanks:, and approprlated the eam of fve thonmnd
dollars to mid in ite sopport. Forther means ars naceesary to
carry on the work. To fupply them It i5 propc=ed to hold &
Btate Falr at Milwaukes, commenclog oo the twenty-ctzhih day
af June paxt, at which all who dégire, may bave an opportualty
of conbriboting sometbing o add the womzded poldier. I wonld
racommend thly enterprige to the pecple as worthy of thelr
ald sand sopport end tragt they will by thelr sttendsznce and
by sontributlog linarally of thelr means, which bhave bheeh prg-
tected by the poldiors, make the Falr o euccosy, and tiue sdd
to the soldiers’ comfort. ov

Wisconsin Towna Assist
Undonbtedly this proclamation had an effect uprn the
people of the State, but they wers also stimulated into
activity by the women of the Soldisrs’ Heme Association,
who visited nearly every portion of ‘Wiseonsin for thia par-

pose.  As a result meny Soldiers’ FHome Fair socictica were
formed in the smsll towns for the sole purpose of getling

W Home Fafr Journal, May 20, 1365,
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money snd contribations for the Fair.  Afaics were alao
progressing well in Mitwankee; the eanvassing committes
scon secared ten thousaud dollave, and the promise of largn
contributions for the emterteinments and tables at the Fair,

It iz impossible to give a complete list of the subserip-
tions and gifts received from the various parts of the
Stade, for they came in great abnndance from scldiems® sid
gocisticg, soldiers’ home socisties, sewing aocietion, churehaa,
Bunday schools, private sehools, orphans’ hemes, and auch
orgenizetions ag the ' Hollanders,' the *‘ Geod Templara,™
the '*Bpiritualists,’” and the German “"“Turners.”” Amoog
ecommutities contribating to the Fair, were the [ollowing
citieg sud villages: Appleton, Besver Dem Reloit, Bearlin,
Delavan, Ban Cleire, Fond da Lae, Grund Rapids, Green
Bay, Green Lake, Hartford, Horicor, Ivon Ridge, Janes-
ville, Kilbourn City, La Crosss, ¥Faks Mills, Lamertine,
Lancaster, Manitowoe, Manston, Mazomanie, Monroe, Ocon-
omowee, Omro, Oshlosh, Platteville, Flover, Prairie du
Chien, Prairic du Sac, Presecott, Reedsburg, River Fallk,
Ripon, Rochester, Rubicon, Sheboygan, Somers, Sparta,
Btevene Point, Troay, Two Rivers, Virogna, Waier-
ford, Wetertonn, Wankesha, Wausan, West Bend, White-
water, Winneconne, sud Woodland. ®

The effert to make mopey for the Fair resalted in g per-
fect epidemic of entertainments such a3 festivals, picnics,
dancea, tablegnx, conceflx, and dramatic eotertzinments.
The Germeus of Milwaukee and other towns were espe-
¢inlly active and gove a “ Ponch saod Judy’ show, & com-
sert st Quentin's Perk and several cther entertsimmentas.
The people living in the First Ward of Milwankee gave &

#5 Itnd, Fuos %, 17, 22,
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May-quesn perty which netted $144 08, At Beloit 3 wol-
diers’ home festival was given by the pupils end teachers
of “Union School, Number Two,’! at which wovel and in-
teresiing tablsanz, soggested by the war, were shown.
At Sparts an old folls’ coneert was given. The Milwan-
kee Femsle College guve am operstta called the “"Twin
Histere.” The Madizon Female Seminary engsged the
City Hall for an exhibition 4o be given by the teachers
and stodents of the Seminary for the benefit of the Fair.’”
A Prairie du Sac aid society gave an ice-cream featival,
- which meluded snch amusements as flsh-pond, ving-cake,
and puesswcaka, AL Fand du Las the littla girls gave an
jes-cream social; and at Ripom the small boys gave a dime
ahow, to make money for the Fair.

Among the donations received were some handsome eone-
work fromn Manitewoe County: a piece of the towal weed
tn hind Lipcoln’s head, from Mias Griswold of Madison; a
staiue called Violet; eight medallions of Lincoln from the
women of Menitowoe, Plover, and Stevens Point, aceom-
panied by vards of evergreen which waa used in decorst-
ing the Fair boilding. The women of Osceoln Mills sent a
box of articles mede of camelisns, agates, and pine eones.

The Fair Ruilding

In the meantime the building had bheen erected-—a tem-
porary structure, locatad south of the Chember of Com-
meree, with 8 frontage of 300 feet on Main Strect, and a
depth of 136 feet, supporting an arched voof, fifty Jeot
high, bemeath which in the centre, was s floral temple.
Rupning entirely aronnd the main ball at a height of

m Ibid, May 20-Tulr 8 inclosive,
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twelve feet was & gallery, sixteen feet in width, reached
by bread astairways at the rear end of the hall. The in-
terior of the building was decorated with evergreens,
flowers, and buntivg, thus concesling the undressed pine
lamber, of which it was constructed, The dining room was
capable of seating 1,500 peaple; and hundreds of gaa jets
iilluminated the building at night, ™

The Exshibiity

The scope of thiz Fair was very wide, for contributions
had been zolieited from avery etate in the Union, and even
from prowminent Americans liv_iug sbroad. No profession
or buzinegss was erempt; farmers, millers, merchants,
photographers, and fruoit-growers were among the contrib-
utors, Every depariment of commercs, ivdustry, sod
agrisulture was repregentad ; and for the frst time in Wia-
pomsin’e history an exhibit of paintings and siztusry wae
ghown. The Wiseconsin selentific department contained a
large number of botanical, geological, and zoological specir
meng, 81l of which were voted, during the firet daye of the
Fair, to an eduestiona} inshiution o the Btate. The wosi.
tal department snd the depariment of srma and trophies
were conspicuons for their completencss, snd the public
school and Germean departments were most interesting. ™

FeRools Condribute
The Department of Public [nstrection issued the follow-
ing praclamation to the teachers of the State:
On the twenty-alghth of Jume, 19485, and contlruing two
ot Centennial Reoords, p. 76,
ve IhEd, p- 77,
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weoks, will commenca & grand Ftale Fair for the pnrposs of
ralping fundas to bujld a parmanent Home for Wisconsin dis-
gblad soldiera. The codiriboilons of thres: hupdred thonsand
childrem apd siz thousand temcher? Lo Wisconain to thiz noblo
ohject, shopld amount to mors than thipy thousand dollars.
This canmot be done withoot prompt, enecgetle, sntbusiestio,
unftad, and systematls sffort. Every tme teacher’s heart will
foul the strong clalme of the chjeel upor all clasges In the com-
mynity, Nevar In the history of onr State hag thers hesn pre
scuted A better cppoTtunity for calllpg into eEsrcize the noble
septimenle apd gyrupathy of the childven, than the pressing
and recred obligatieas, which we all owe, 10 an apeclal msnner,
e our maimed, slck, sbattersd, and disebled eoldiers, who are
oow comlng beck (o recelve our gratiinde. sod eharve the Hlees-
jnge for which wa are lndebied to (heir achisvematis add sio-
rifices.

You are the offieers of the lHne. who are t¢ oominand cod
direct the actlon of the grond srey of thres hundred thousand
children In contributiog to the School Department of tha great
Falr. Upon you more than upon Eny others, rests tha responel-
bility and the iaber of giimuletlng the children and gathering
thalr oftezinge. The thre: hundred thovsand children w1l rsllby
aboul you with warm, gemertus, and tender hearbs bt reseiva
tha nobls impulse. Thalr bands ara eager for the grabefol baslk,
and vou must lead them. [f Fou delay or fhrink or ere io-
diferant all will fall, end the panlul woukd of ingraticude
from frienda st bhome, will plerce the hearta of ocur disshbed
soldlers, who have faced every dapger undiochingly la par
CRTED. 0

The method of collesting money for this depariment
was & udigne ome. There was prepared a Seldiera’ Home
benk, to which every school child was supposed ¢ con-
tribute. ‘The sheres were ten cents ench, and every child
who contributed fifty cenis or aven lass, was to haye a ear-

w Bome Foir Josmnmei, May &0, 1885
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tificate of stock or & briek in the Seoldiers’ Home The
schooles reporied to the eounty or sity superintendents, who
made a report of the number of pupils and teachers in
each jownship apd the amomnt eontributed. These reports
were on exhibition at the Fair, .
An appeal was algo addrested to the children, whish
ratds: '

Tou wek, how ¢an you get the money? We anewer, work for
! earn it with your owno handa. Do sometbing for father and
mother or older brothers aod alsters; o work for soms other
perdons; work for enybody om the farm, in the ghop, at hpoa,
Bt school, I8 the atore, knit, saw, how, plough, dlg in the
Esrien, drive cowa or sheap, tsnd the babr, gt bettar les-
aone, make baitar Improvament jn writing, ba bettar boayy and
girls, do anyvihing And evarvihing good, honest, and Mght to
get artlcles snd moaney to give 1o thea Solbflers’ Home Fair. 91

Both teachers and chidren took np the work with en-
thusiaam. Faworsble reporte were handed in, that the
echool: were bocoming hives of warm hearted indushee,
It must not ke forgoetten that women playsd o largs part
in the snceess of this department, for the teachers, who
encomraged the shildren, were most of them women; the
influence of the mothers at home bad alse wmeh to do with
the sontributions of the children.

Apeciel Fealyures

Before the fxir openad Mrs. Hewiit movad, that the
kitchen apd dining room committses ““be requested to pro-
ceed to business just the same ay if the Pair had begun,
and mske provision for feeding 1,000 men per day. * The

B Iid.
az i3, June 12
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motion was adepted, and the work of feeding the soldiery
wag placed in charge of the execntive committee of tha
Soldiers’ Home Asspeiation. During the progress of tha
Fair the ifth Battery, and what remained of the Twenty-
first, Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fitth, and Twenty-second
regiments returned to Milwaonkee. AN of them were en-
tertained at the Fair, snd 8 number of the soldiers were
lodged in the Fair boildiog during their stay. *

A unique feature of the Fair was the Holland Kitchen,

over which Mre Selomon presided. Here hundreda of
" people were fed each day; opne contribator alons {Mm. ¥ea
Vechten) made daily s barrel of doughnuts. * Another
favorite department waz the art gsllery, which eentained
some very interesting features. Harriet Hoamer's statne of
1t Zenobia’ atiracted much attention, ss did several of the
Rogers groups, one of which, the *“Bushwhacker,”* soid
for forty dollars.

Parhaps the moat intsresting fentnre of the fair wea Old
Abe, the war eagle, which accempahied the Eighth Raepi-
ment thronghout three years of serviee. He drew abont
him such erowds every day, thai he became very tired, and
hed to bp taken swey for a mest. Not only the esgle but
his photographs wera on exhibition and thousends of them
were eold,

Evening entertainments of various soriz attracted crowds
of sight-seers, Ome of these, givén by the women of Madi-
80, was s smeries of grand tablesux. Emiertainments
knawn as Belsharsar's Feast, Statoary, The Baptism of

& [Ny, Newa Anpaal, po Bl
& Ms. Isttor trom Mr, Ven Vechter {April 15, 1910).
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Pocobontas, and Mrs. Jarley’s Wax Works oceupied othar
evenings:.
FPinonosol Huccesy

The Fair proved a greater saccess than wes sbticipated.
At ita close the Associetion found itself in possession of
#139,604.80. Tt took several months to close up matters,
pay expenses, sell the umber of the building, and ascer-
tain the net resoliz; doving all this time the president.
Mrs, Hewitt, sttended to overy deteil in person. It was
finplly found that $110,00 was on hand to build & perma-
nent Seldiers” Home, Meanwhile, knowing thet suesess wag
nesured, the Associetion had purchased a lot for about
$10,004r, on which the fature Wisconsin home for disabled
_ soldiers wos to be buiki,

Merged tn Govarnment Home

In July, 1866, the Tuited Btates Goverdment passed am
act providing for pational soldiers’ bomes. This stimun-
lated several wise Milwagkesans to make ibe attempt o
gecure one of thege homes for their city. Dr. BE. B. Wal-
cott wap active in the matter, and with George Walker con-
stituted & committee to vikit Washington, and see what ths
Becretary of War proposed. Learping of the projected
Wisconsin home, the authorities said if the funds and
property of that institntion were turned over to the Gov.
ernment to procute An appropriata gite, one of the national
bomes would be loeated at Milwankee? The commities
did not feel anthorized to consent to these terms, mince the

- il
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money belonged to the womes, but bastened home to pre-
asnt the proposition to the Soldiers® Home Association.

When Dr, Wolcott first presented the proposal of the
Becretary of War to n meeting of tha direetors, thers waa
with a single exeeption a unanimong opposition ty itz ac
coptanee. The directors said that the fund had been
raised for a Holdiers’ Home, wheve their own care covdd be
given to the sick and suffering eoldier boys, auch care s
oo paid Government emplovess wonld pive, and that all
wonld be euhjected to the harsh regulations of Govermment
gervice. The money had been raised by great effort snd
sacrifice, and it would be a betrayal of a trust to torn it
over to the Government. One quiet woman, whe had
listemed to all their avgnments, but who had the independ.
eot jndgment to zee thingw in their largsr sspest, mug-
gested that this waz a mstter not fo be decided by
sentiment, She set forth that mast of their money wounld
_ be needed for the propesed building, that it would mesn &
constant strugele for years 1o provide for ite maintensnce,
apd & tax opon the ensrgier of more thap one gensration
of Milwankes wonien, Moraover, tha Maticnal Home wonld
be of greai welge to their city, apd in the end Wiscon-
sin soldiers womld be better cared for under Qovernment
than private sugpicea.

These argnments appealed to the broad-minded direetors
of the Assacintion; and st the next meeting, which was
largely attended by the Assesiation membership, it was
voted to necept the Government's proposl, snd merge
their home in & national one, *

o Pergonal recollections by A. W. Hellogg of Milwaokes, con-
cernine the atiltnde and remarks of hin wife st the directors”
mesting.
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With the transfer in July, 1267, of the property to the
board of commissioners of the Nptiopal Asylam for Dia-
abled Boldiers, the Wisconsin Solders’ Home Association
ceased o exigt. Dr. Wolectt and Mrs. Hawitt were a locel
committes 1o chooss the site, and selested the beantiful
grounds that sre now the pride of the city.

Daving the period of ita setivity (from April 1864 to
July 1566} the Wisconsin Soldier’s Home sheltered 81,650
sdiers, of whom more than 1,00 received mediesl treat-
ment god of that puymber only twenty-eirhi died. *7

The Wisconsin Soldiers’ Home and the Milwankes Home
Fair were promoted and menaged by women, and the re-
merkable cnergy and business ability of Mrs. Lydia Hewiti
and her assistants esrried both these projects fo snccess.
The whole episads was part of the nprigsing of the women
of the North, and shows the native sbility and tireleas per-
sisteney of the American woman of 1865.

* Hiustrated Naoy Asnud, b 55,
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88, 52

Atlants (G- ), Wisconsio soldiers at, T4,

Aubery, J. M., Thirty-wizth Wisconrin Tnfaniry, 21,

Bacom, Ceptgeanna W., and Howland, Elizs W., Letery or #
Pamily, L11.

Baker, Mrz, — aid acknowledged. T2

Barabhoo, supplies from, 54,

Baton Kouge {La.), Wisconsin =oldiers st 18

Barroms: Bull Bug, 31; Chencellerevilla, 41, 62 Forte Donelson,
112; Fredericksburg, 41, 2; Pittaburg Lendiog, 34, 34, 11%;
Ruatica, 55t pokr Bichmond, 37; Shiloh, 147

Bawr Creok (Miss, ), Wisconsin troopa at, 104.

Boaver Diam, aida Home fair, 186 ridea company, 13

Beloit, flag made at, 8; supplies from, 33 43, 46, 04 seldiers
tamilies at, 63, 55; aids Wome falr, 168, 1EQ

Bonneit, Mes. Jamog, ald wckoowladged, 59,
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Pentem Barracks (Mo ), hospital ar, 122,

Berlio, aupplies from, 21, B4; aids Home fair, 168,

Biakerdyka, Mrs. Mary A.. in Milwaules, 5557,

Billings, J. H.,, Hard Tack and Coffes, 7, 30, 31

Biasa]), Kniharing, in Christisn Commission work, 132,

Bloer, Alfred, letters from, 54, 39, 60

Bopnell, Jumes, eonieibates to Home teir, 16,

Briatol, supplies from, 44.

Brookett, I~ P.. and Vunghan, M, O, Femen's Workes tha Oiva?
Ws, 4053, 56, 125, 126, 19152, 185

Brodhead, Alari Clob af, 24, 25.

Prowniog, Elizateth Darrett, “Dorting Lovers,"" 17,

Burnel), KA., ip Christisp Commission werk, 151

Burton, . W., saperintends rphans’ Home, 148

Rurton, Mrs. B 'W., matron of Orphens’ Home, 1449,

Butier, Anos B {ed.), Cenithnicl Racords of Women of Wiicon-
i, 144, 146, 168, 170,

Butirick, Mrs. E. L.. plaos Seldiers” Home, 161, 102; vice.proni-
dent of aasociation, 164,

Catgo {IIL), bospital at, B3, 1% ocoovalespeoks, 131; Christing
Omnmisaton work, 152

Oemaron, Don. O Bee Wabater apd Owmeron.

Camerots, Bimon, searatery of war, 19

Cawres: Seotd, 10, 15. Eandall, bangost at, 11-13; tropps, 85,
115, 18, Confedarate prisogers, §7; hoapical, 144, Rane, 54

. Uthy, T Washburn, 5,

Capo Girardesu (Me.), hospitals at, 123138,

Orrr, Mrs. E. 8., wida Chicage fair, 198, 158,

Clartar, Waltar B, organizes Wisconsin Christivn Commission,
150,

Chicage, oesds soldiera” home, 161; newspapsrs, 52: fair at, 155
180; Chrlstisn Commission, 1H; Philbarmonio Socledy, 158;
Swpltary Commission, 20, 41, 48405, 47, 51, B4, 60, 57, Bew
wleo Horlthweatorn Banitary Commission.

Chilton, soldiers’ families at, &5

Christizn Comminslon. Sse Thited Biates Christian Commission.

Clinten Janation, Harvaya at, 118,
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Olathivg, furpished by gevernment, 91, 32; contrsots for, 34, ¥7-

ﬂﬂ'lli?a.. Mason, enlists, 103,

Oollins, Barab, degirss to anlist, 103,

{ol1, Joeaph B., Milwanlea iawyer, 50.

Coli, Mrs. Hagrietie, In Ald Society wark, 49, 54, 55, 07, 0@, 6O:
tn the Bowth, 51-5¢; Washingion, 57, 39; aids Uhml.go telr,
158; charnoterized, 50, 6l

" Columbla County, women feymers Lo, B8

Columbua (Mikg ), wourrded at, 52,

Oolumbuns (Wie. ), supplies from, 5.

Contederate prisooors, ay Camy Bsndel), 67, 88

Dorinth {Miss.), hospiial at, 131,

Cerroepondence of Wiecenein Volunfosrs, 5 8, 1017, 95, 30, 51, 0%,
a5, ¥, 58, 40, 64.07, BS, £4, B4, DY, 05107, 104-10%, 108, 113,
115, 117, 119, 120, 134, 153, 155

Cattage Grove, providad for baoguel, 11,

Culberteon, Dr. Howard, in oharge of Harvey Hoapital, 145, 14d.

Culver, L. D., sid acknowledged, 105

Curiia, Qen. Saminel E., aide Mes. Harvey, 126

Dann Covnrs, baoquets soldlacs, 11-13; eoldisra from, 6.

Daughters of the regiments, 100-102,

Delafisld, Mrz. Loulss, in Milwankes S04 Boclaly, 4%,

Delavare, supplies Trom, 54; sids Homs fair, 108; woman from,
1.8

Hokinnen, Anos, Bervioes, 118,

Dhix, Doreshes, pioneer nuree, 110, 118,

Daolittle, Judge James K., letier for, 121.

Doy, Mrg, —, sid seknowledgod, 72, .

Dousman, Mrx, ., in Milwaukes Ald Soaisty, 4%

Deapns, J. W, Ol Warin dmerica, 140,

~ Doon Coanty, vesidept, 104,

Bawr Duravay, sopplies from, 46,
Eau Claire, aids Hrme fair, 185,
Kldrsd, Mre. H T, wid soknowledged, T4, 80, 81,
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Elkhern, sopplles from, 46,

Ellepborg, soldier from, 108,

Ellsworth, Col. E, E., killed, 148,

By, Mrs. — Bes Mra. Lydls Hawit

Enlistmente, how stimulatad, 34

Erelgn, Mrs, Annie JTohneon, in Christian Commisaton work, 152,
HEwbank, Hanash, daughter of Seventh regiment, 102,

Farme, operated by women, TA-E3,

Fisk, Gen. Olinten B, headquarters, 52

Fite, B. D., Sscial snd Industrizl Conditions during the (g Wer,
79, 85, 30, 147-44%; “Agriounltnral Davalopmant of the Waat '
T8,

Fitzgarald, Mrs. —., wid acknowledgad, T1.

Fiags, preaented o regiments, T-10: at Chinago tair, 158,

Fond dw Liac, sids faica, 167, 18, 169

Forre: Donalasn, 112; Pickering, 121; Sumtar, 1, %, 118,

Fox Lake, suppliss from, 48, M.

Froedmen, xchoplg for, 151

FLTLORD, Ad) Gap. Aungusus, hewrs of goveroor's death, 130,

Geneva, Brldlars’ Tamilies al, 845,

Germans, aid faio, 167, 139, 183,

Gilberk, Frank L., orallon, 348, WY,

dinssng, Fathared for zals, 68

Good Templars, aid Home fate, 169,

Guodreich, F. B., e Tributs Hook, LSS

Arend Bagide, side Home fuir, 103,

Grept, Geo Tlyases 8., army throatensd with sourvy, 43, 45,
aids Mrs. Harver, 131.

Grant County, fzg Meom, B suppliss, 20; Toterens' Awscointlon,
70, .

Grean, Keuben, menkioned, 3

Green Bay, quilt {rom, 28, &7 supplies, 48, 34; aida fairs, 159
168,

@reon Oounty, provision for moldiers’ (amilies, 64

Grigwold, Mise ., donalion, 189,
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Hapoae, Miss A, M., Wisconsin nume, 112

Hammond, @en. Williem A, in {‘;hlrga of hoapitals, 121.

Harrisburg {Pa. ), Wiksonsin Bixth Infantry at, 00,

Hartford, supplise from, 46; aldis Home fair, 168,

Harver, Mra. Cordella A, T., early lifa, 118; husband's death,
118-121; sanitary sgent, 122, 123; in S3outhern hoespitels, 133
188; visita 1o Lincolo, 15, 134-142; founds Orphans’ Home,
144-147; aids Chlowge fair, 156; portralt, trontispiecs.

Harvey, (iov. Lawis P., oalls for suppliez, 34; distr{bules aid, 38,
martiage, 118; elacted povarnor, 118, 118; death, 120, 14T,
hospilal namad for, 141

Harvey Hospilal, supplies for, 88, &7; founded, 141, 143, Idd;
alto, 147,

Harvey Zouavar, equipped, 119

HHavalooks, ™ usslassness of, 21,

H=zel tireep, supnlios fram, 46,

Helaoa (Ark. ), Tostilala at, 1246,

Henshaw, Mra. & [, Our Branch gnd 2 Prebudoria, 10, 21, 57,
89, 42.45, 48, &1,

Hewitt, Mre. Lidin, plana Boldiars" Home, 181, 163; president of
auschatlon, o4, 168, 172, i74, 176,

Hogs, Mrs, A. H.. in Southern hospitals, 61, 32, 7% 7%, sanitary
wark, 41, 56; promotas fair, 155, '

Holtanders, aid Howme Iair, 168,

Holton, E 1Iv| allotment comindssionsr, 121,

Home Fair Jovrpal, 1631685, 187.188, 171 1748,

Hopklus, Mre. B. F., slike pamphlet, &6,

Hericon, aids Home tair, 168,

Hoemer, Hacriot, sculpler, 178,

Hospitals, bad conditions im, 108, 108, 112, 118, 116; Governor
Harvey vizits, 110, 1%0; Wisconsin wemen in, 51-55, 112-116,
123 138 in Horthorn stetes, 132, 134-144; matrons for, 1106,
116,

"Housewives,"" furoished acidlers, 27.

Hewe, Bliaz, inventor, 86.

Howe, Timothy 0., lattar from, 12; patitions for hoaplinl, 134

Howland, Kliza W. #See Bagon and Howland.
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INDEX

Hort, Mra. J. W., odiia pamphles, 8.
Hudson, zaldiers’ familiss at, 03,
Hurlbutt, Trome, manticned, &

1ttiwom, contelbutions froma, 46-48; auffers from drought, 43
Dislay, Mist Lottis, in Milwaukee Aid Booisty, GR.

Lowa, womsn [srmers Lo, 80; supnblies from, 43, 46, 4T

Tron Ridge, aids Home falr, 198,

Lrenton (7.}, hoypital al, 125,

island Number Ten, capiured, 87,

Jaokaoy, Hys. Marparat, 1o Ald Beclety work, 49,

Jackson, Mre. William, in Nilwsukse Aid Bociely, 68

Jupdouon (e}, hoxpikal ek, 131.

Junesville, entortains ragimant, 14; suppliss from, 27, 38, 5, aida
Hama fajr, 168; Light Guard, 18; Gieestte, 107,

Jaffarson, eoldiera” families at, &3,

Jeflersonville, suppliea Trom, 32.

Johoxon, Roasiar, ey 4f Wor of Sededmton, 18.

EgLLEy, Mra. Q. V., in Milwaukes Aid SBonlaty, 54,

Eellogg, Mrs. A. W., lnduence cn Soldiers' Home divegtors, 175,

Eonosha, bsnquats ragiment, 14, 16; soldlers’ tsmilian i, 75; enrly
zattlers, 118,

Eontueky, lovadad, 38,

Eeves, Dlisha W.. nid aoknowledged, 106

Eilbourn City, soldiars’ fewmilies s, €5 alds Home fair, 108,

Eimball, Mra, J. M., direotor of Boldlers' Homa, 164

Eing, Gen. BEufus, at Milwsukes, 10

Eingaton, recepiion at, 13.

Eniiting for aoldiery, 20, 30.

Li Crises regiments feasted ab, 11; #ids Home Inir, 145,
Lafonte, Mra. —, elds soldier’s family, ™.

La Grange {Mo.}, hospital at, 151,

Lake Mills, seldicrs from, 103; sids Homa fair, 168,

Laks Monosnr, hoapitat near, 143

Lamertioe, zids Home fsir, 183,
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Lancantap, fag made at, 8; alds Homa falr, 169,

Leindecker, Mrs, Isabel, anecdots of, 6071,

Lattera, for poldiers eod thelr familles, #2035

Lewis, Gov. James T., plans Crplans’ Home, 145; wids Home
{air, 16T

Lineoln, Abroham, eall for treops, 1¥; authorizes Banitery Com-
mizsfon, 1%; medsllions of, 160 igterviowod by Mrs. Harver,
1865143,

Lint, methods of preparing, 35, 26

Little Boal {Ark, ), Christian Comymission st, 162,

Livermara, Mrs. Meey K., sanltary work, 41, 4% 53, 3: proinpios
tuire, 158, 161; visits Wisconsin, 30-852: My Sty of ibe War,
18, 20, 52, 82, 03, 104, LG5, 156

Lonil, aoldisrs” familien al, 7.

Leniavilie {Ey.}, woman worker at, 449,

Love, Willlam Do Loas, Winestsin 4 (A0 Tar of the Badelion, 1,
10, 5, 64, 133,

Layan, Col Williem P., incldent concarnlog, 108, 107,

Lyop, Mra, Willlam F., with the army, 106, 107,

MoZrone, Mr= — in Milweukes Aid Sociaty, 49,

Molusyre, G O, sld scknowledgad, 130,

Medinon, soldiemm f(ensted =i, 11-13; supplies from, 34, €3, 448;
contributlons, 63, 145, 153, 187, 190, 173; hospital at, 191, 143;
aida soldiers’ familicn, 88, 6% carea for priconers, 88: cloth-
g eoatract at, 58; Ladtes Unblon League, 85, 80, ¢ samin-
4Ty, 160 powspaper, 75; interview ki, 83. Boea alse Camp
Bandal].

Mapitowos, mentioned, T1; alds [alrs, 157, 108, 169

Manitewsn Connty, doustion from, 189,

Merguatta, daughter of yegimant from, 102 aids Ohigagn fair,
150,

Maryland, inveded, 56,

Macston, alds Homs tair, 163,

Mazomanie, supplies from, 54; aids Homo [eir, 163,

Melross, aid socheby at, 42,

Memphis (Tonn. ), bespitats si, 53 13, 1%0-131; sypplas for, 51;
Ohristlan Commission #, 151, 152 .
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Manashza Wonden Ware Company, employs women, #6.

Menomanls, davghier of regiment fmm, 100

Merrill, Mrs. B. 8, direclor of Soldiera’ Home, 184,

Michigen, dronght 1o, 43; suppllos trom, 46.

Middletot, provides for bangaet, 11.

Bilwaukee, Aag prasentsd et, 1 regimecis, 11, 15 17; suppllaz
from, 20, 30, 34-38, 43, 44, 48, 47, 5 hospilal ai, 143 144;
eide Chicagn fair, 197-160; Boldiers’ Home, 181-176; govern-
ment home, 174=174; Chamber of Commeros, 535; Collags, 169;
comstery, 185; pack, 188: sounvea, 28 News dAmnead 188
Bunday Talsgroph, 98, 16; Witconsin, 34, Sesalss Wistonsin
Aid Boataty,

Milwaukee & Prairie du Chien Bailroad, gives tranrpor:taulm &8,

Mipnesata, soldler from, 123,

Minzouri, nvaded, 34, 133,

Mitohell, Aloxander, coniribotes to fair, 158,

Monwme, abds Bome Lar, 168

Moors, Franlk, Womsn of the War, 57, 76, 148,

Moshy, John 8., guarrille Jesdar, 59,

Mound City (Ark.), hosphiel at, 116,

Narponar Asviod foy Disablad Soldiera, Jocated at Milwaukes,
ITL1TS.

Nationgl! Tritund, cited, 25,

Nagro, M1e Fohn, io Milwaukes Aild Bociely, 49,

Meow Crleans {Ta)y, hoapitals st 132, 137

New York olly, Ohrisilan Commiceion orgaolizad o, 148,

Horthwestern Sanliery Commiszion, frir, 155164 Repords, 4T, 51
Bag alze Chinago,

Ourx Cpmer, supplies from, 54

Oaonomawea, aids Home fair, 188,

Oeonto, asldiars’ famlliag s, 66

Ourden, M3 —, in Nilwanies Ald Sociaty, 49

Ohio, soldiers from, 39,

‘"Old Abe,”" at Home [air, 173

io, Mrs. D A, director of Soldisrs’ Home, 184,
Olmetead, Frederick Law, in Sanitary Commingion, 40
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INDEX
Omre, alds Homa fakr, 184,
Oageqla Mills, donsticns from, 169,

Oablicak, reghinents feasted at, 11 enppliss from, 48, atmy
nurse, 113: aide Home fair, 188,

FavooiH {Ey.), haspieal at, 119,

Pennsylvarla, Invaded, 306

FPerrine fxmily, in Eenoshs, 118,

Palorésa, Bolle, enliatz in arny, 108,

Philsdelphis, women join Chrizilan Temminsion, 150,

Fittsbnrg Landing {Teon. ), hospital at, 119, 120, Brea also Battles,

Platieville, poncribuiion to eoldisrs’ families, &3 aids Homa fair,
1648,

Plovar, alds Home tair, 165, 1848

Pollie, Mrs. @ A, letter from, 42,

Part Fultan, anpplied from, 3%, ;

Fort Washingbon, sopplies Irom, 65,

Fortags, supplies from, 54,

Fortor, Mre, Eliza, pavitions for Northern hesplials, 134, 15

Prairie dun Chien, supplies from, 44; soldiers’ families af, 82;
heepltsl, 148, 144; afde Home falr, 188: Sacred Heart
Acadamy, 144,

Prairle Ao Bas, supplies (rom, 54 aids Home fair, 168, 168

FPrescott, aids Home fair, 166,

Priges, in war timea T8 Y4

QUiETERLT Jotrasl of Heonemdes, chtad, T8

Qiney (111} hespltals at, 1340,

Quiner, E. B, tolleots clippiogs, &5 Wilfary History of Wintonsis,
3, 122, 194

WJuinine, used in atmy, 27, 33

Raomis, comp at, 7; Aag desgpribed, #; dioner st, 11; smpblics
feors, 81, 4%, #4; sapitery mgent, 11%; soldiaee, BT

Randall, Gov. Alexeader W., massaga of, 1, &

Epad, Fhomas B, “Wagoner of the Alleghanles,” cited, 8.

Ream's Station {Ya ), prigcoer talion at, 75
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Heballfon Records, 110, 118,

Esoruita, drilled, &, 7.

Bwsedsburg, abda Home fair, 186

Reronchimend, the Dedy qf Form of Lhe Newih, 001

Bhadea, Juman Ford, Hidory of the Unifed Stolw, 92,

Richland County, provides for soldiars’ familion, 66, B3,

Righr, Mrs. 0. 4., in Milwsukes Aid Socloty, 49.

Ripon, ¢aralry company, 21; soldiers’ families at 65; sapplies
from, 55; alds Homa fair, 168, 168,

Rittenhouare, Edward, sid ackovwlsdged, 144

Rivar Fally, alds Homes (eir, 168,

Rovees: Missizsippd, 135, 130, 151; Tenneases, 147

Bobiosen, Mre. Mary Burnsll, in Christizo Oommission work,
151, 152,

Rochester, aids Home falr, 183

Rook Counly, officials Lo, 118,

Rogers, Earl M., clied, 3%

Rogers, M. 1. H., atrector of Scldiers’ Home, 164

Rogers, Fobhn, sculpter, 173,

BReitw {Mo.), Wisconsin icoops at, 180, 104§; hospited, 1360

Rood, H. W., "“One little Mother," 9876 Company E and the
Tuelfth Wiscansin, 3.7,

Bukbiton, aide Homa fair, 164,

‘Bagn, gathered [or zala, 86,

Bt. Lonis {Ma.}, Wisconsin troops at, 27, 104, 105: hoapital, E28:
medical direntar, 127.12%; convalessaple, 130; sanitary agont,
122 124, 120; donmiions for, 48 36, 57: Saalinry Commissien,
#.  Sleo alao Westarn Banitary Oonmission.

Balem, supplies from, 46.

Saligbury (N. €}, prison at, ¥5.

Saloman, Gov. Edward, appointa canitary ageats, 132; 1sttera for,
125, 179; Qesires hoapisale, 154,

Balomon, Mea, Edward, viglts Bouthern boapiiale, 108, 106; aad.ita
pamplilet, 89; aide Taics, 13, 167, 14,

Sapitary Commission. Bee Dnlled Blates Yanitary Commission,

Banftary Raporter, tited, 46,

Bauk Dity, aids Chicago fair, 197

f186]



INDEX.

Bauk Counly rifies, laave homa, 18.

Aavannah (Tenn), Fovernor Harver drownad an, 180,

fchuyler, Lowiss Lee, in Sanliary Oommingion, 32-%4, 118

Bqurvy, altsmpta to prevent, 42-44.

Bolsirk, Mrs. Jarmes, wid wokoowledged, 134,

Eswing-machines, use of, 85, 84,

Bhabovgsa, supplies frain, 43, 46, soldiers’ families at, 65: aidx
Home fair, 182, Tslapram, 9.

Bherman, Gon. William T., commands on Missizaippi, 51, 52

Bhopiera, Harveys at, 118,

Bhowaltae, Mrs, Martha, wid aokpnowladged, 8, T4, 102,

Bhmilsburg, aids Chicage Tair, 152

Bimmonta, Mary K., aid acknowledesd, 0, 28 20, 43, 0%

Binger sewing-rnachines, 3.

Siigney, Marvy E., aid acknewledged, 147

Boldlers' Orphane' Home (Mudison), desoribed, 144147,

Balgmoty, Jim, mettioned, 3.

Bemers, nids Home fair, 1688,

Aparts, Agldiscs’ familiss at, 0F; pids Home [eir, 156, 169,

Bpliritunlizes, nid Home fair, 108,

Hpring Preide, supplies from, 44

Btanton, Edwin M., ascratecy of war, 130, 157,

Stavens Polol, alds Home fair, 548, 160,

Sun Prairia, provides for banquast, 11.

Borifs Hospital, st Prairia du Chisn, 144,

Tarruance, Mrs. J. F., director of Soldiers’ Home, 1.

Tachell, Lda M., '*"The Ameritao Woman,"' 18, L1

Teale, Mrs. —, cited, 40,

Tonnaages, battles in, 34, 38, 123,

Thenites, B &., “Oyrod Hall McCormick and the Reaper,' 78;
Pieconmn, 143,

Troy, 2ids Hame {air, 108,

Trumbull, Honey O, War Mesoira of & Chaplain, 02, .

Turner, Mre. —, army nurse. 112,

Turh-Fersin, mombers aid Home fair, 168

Tustin, scldiers” Tamilies at. T3,
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Tuitle, O. R., Hetory of Witconain, 60, 55, 130, 126, 130-132.
Two Rivers, aids Bome Isly, 168,

UmrEp BraTes, posial Incilitias for army, 83, ™. Consus Fapori,
B8, 8d

United States Christizn Commizsion, purposss, 148, 148; suppliss,
114, 133, 154; women's part in, 150-152: criticized, 15G6:
Wiconsin braneh, 160, 161; Lodisa’ Avridécrise, 150

United States Senitary Ormmisslon, described. 18-20: forwards
mpplies, 34, 84, 3 40, 45 oppozed, ¥, 3% fights mgocvy,
42 48; revived, 41, 42: rellol for soldlers’ Iamilies, 59, &0;
Wisoonnin agent, 112: Milwaukse branch, 4% 60: statiatios,
4048, holds faly, 165.160: Hulliten, 30, 22, 27, 46, 54, 60;
Documends, €0. Ase also Aid Bocietiss, Northwastern Baoi-
tary Oommission, and Wastern Sanftary Oormmissbon.

VAR VALERRETRE, Mre Susannsh, services, 113-113.

VYoo Vechteo, Peter, sid sckoowledged, 142, 175,

Vaughan, M. 0. Bae Brockest cod Vaughen,

Yodder, M. Haonzh, plaos Boldiars’ Home, 181, 162

Yearnon County, anllstment in, 5.

Vioksburg, ceptured. 36; supplies for, 43 3§1; Otant besiages,
131; hospitela ab, 1582 1%%; Christian Oomondzslon work, 152

Yirginis, Wisconsin women in campe of, 109

Viroqua, aids Homa fatr, 188; Laadar, 33

WALERE, GRCORGH, BeqursE government home, 174

Walker, Mcz, @Geocps, pressnts flag, 10

Wallin, A. C., sld wcknowlodged, 82

Washington {f¥ ©.), haspitals at 21; Mre, Harvey, 152, 134 142
146: Milwankes commities, 174,

Waterman, J. H., "Besendale Sgued,"” 35

Waterford, aids Home {air, 168,

Walortown, supplies frop, 28, 46; aids fajes, 157, 166

Wankeahz, soldiers’ Family at, 72; alds Homa falr, 168,

Waupaca, patHastie teasher at, B8, 87; iolerviews hy author, 71,
T2, T8, &), 87,

Wansan, alds Home falr, 184,
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Wausbara Counky, enliatuents {6, 9; women farmers, 78, &0
Wauwatesn, supplies from, 55

Wabater, Dan, and Camorco, Don ©., Stery of Fired Wisconsin

PBattery, 54,
West Bend, aids Home fair, 148
West Hilwaukes, collsats vegstablas, 44,

Western Banitary Ceommission, sopplies, 125 151  Hes alw

Bt. Louis.
Wovauwagn, soldiers’ fomilias at, 80,
Whealer & Wilson sawing machines, 35

Whitewatar, supplias from, 43, 44; soldiera’ [emilies aé, 945; side

Home fnlr, 168,
Williems, Serg,—, death of wifa, 1.
Willlemsburg (Ve ), Wisconsin soldiers at, 77,
Wileon, Rliza, dzughter of Fifth regiment, 104102,
Wieon, Mre Taroas, ‘A Memory of War Times, " 74,
Wilson, William, Wisconsin semnator, 100
Windsor, supplies [rom, 44,
Winneconne, aids Home fair, 168,
Wisoorsin, spese population, 42, 47 adlutant-genersl,
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