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I hfiVG,I believe,ft3 f r iendly a fee l ing towards our German-

American population as any man in t h i s country; ftnd if I did not 

bel ieve that the Bennett Law woiild a s s i a t in the advancement of 

t h e i r youth I would c e r t a i n l y oppose I t a continuance upon our 

a t a tu t e books, I want the l i t t l e German boy and g i r l , t h e l i t t l e 

Norwegian,the l i t t l e Bohemian and the l i t t l e Pole, the th i l d ren of 

a l l foreigh bom parentSj to have the same chance in l i f e as my 

children^* Without a knowledge of the English language they »an 

not have t h i s chanced This i s a very p la in proposl t ion,with 

which I know you wi l l agreeV I plaad for these chi ldren of 

foreign born parents for the reason that T VTIIITT personally know 

nany who were bom in t h i s country who are handicapped by ignor*-

anoe of the language of the country* Should not aanethlng be 

done t o give these br ight youn^ people an opportunity to r i s e ac -

cording to the a b i l i t y God has given them'l^ Advancement in l i f e 

for them ia out of the question without a knowledge of the language 

of the country** 

I am glad to know tha t you believe as I do in t h i s matter ; 

and I am surprised to k^ow that we have men among us who look upon 

i t as a crime to make an ef for t t o confer upon these chi ldren the 

opportunity to learn t o speak the language of the a>untry in which 

t h e i r l o t i s cast'* 

I am confident tna t when the Kutheran people come t o look a 

the Bennett Law in i t s r igh t l igh t , and study i t s provisionsj they 

wi l l f a i l t o Bee in I t a n i ^ n a c e to t h e i r r i g h t s or tenata ' . I t 

seeks t o in te r fe re with DO religion'* I t simply requi res that for a 

ce r t a in number of weeks in each year ,dhi ldren must a t tend acme 

school where a ce r t a in amount of English i n s t m c t i o n is given^* I t 

does not seek t o fbollsh the parochial school or in te r fe re with the 

teaching of German .̂ 


